


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA August 16, 2020 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  
 

 

Have you ever walked into a situation and immediately felt uncomfortable?  Feeling unwelcome 

is never a pleasant experience. Perhaps at a social event we join a group of people deep in conver-

sation, only to have all talking stop.  Or we present a new idea to the staff with whom we work 

and it is immediately cut down and we are ignored.  Or a friend invites us along to dinner with 

mutual friends, and when we arrive there is obviously no place setting for us at the table and no 

move on the part of the hostess to set one.  These situations hurt.  If we can, we take leave of the 

situation as soon as possible.  If we cannot remove ourselves from a difficult situation, we try to 

become as inconspicuous as possible.  A corner becomes our friend!  A first glance at this Sun-

day’s gospel might lead us to think that the Canaanite woman is a very unwelcome person!  The 

disciples want Jesus to send her away.  Jesus says some pretty harsh things. 

 

The Canaanite woman (a foreigner) approaches Jesus with a heartfelt request to heal her daughter.  

Jesus’ reply seems anything but welcoming!  But rather than give up and remove herself from a 

seemingly unpleasant situation, she is determined to receive healing for her daughter.  She does 

anything but give up!  Her heart is steadfastly turned toward reaching one goal:  healing for her 

daughter.  She is willing to accept any rebuke, rebuttal, rebuff in order to get what she desires for 

one she loves.  Love conquers any unwelcome. 

 

The Canaanite woman’s cry to Jesus was that he “have pity on me” (not on her daughter, although 

that is surely implied in the request).  Her love for her daughter and her great desire that she be 

healed could not be separated from herself – she and her daughter were one in the need for heal-

ing and life.  Her daughter was welcomed into her heart in love, and this was the source of her 

great faith and persistence.  This gives us an insight into our inclusivity and ministry: we must be 

so “at one” with others that their plight is our own plight.  Ministry is more that doing for another; 

it implies and empathy with another that discloses the unity we share as members of the Body of 

Christ.  One dimension of living the Gospel is that we work to increase our unity with one anoth-

er, which in turn draws us to reach out to others in mercy and compassion, welcome and inclusivi-

ty.  

 

We invite you to join us for the celebration of the Eucharist. You can reserve a seat either by call-

ing Teresa, in the parish office or visiting our website:  www.stfrancisuptown.com.  In making a 

reservation for mass, please observe the guidelines in this bulletin and on our parish website. If 

you are not a registered parishioner, use this occasion to be among the members of the flock of St. 

Francis of Assisi. You can register on our website www.stfrancisuptown.com  
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

 

For those parishioners we cannot accommodate 
in the church or who are fearful to gather with 
us, Archbishop Aymond has given permission 
to distribute Holy Communion after mass out-
doors. He strongly suggested that we not give 
Holy Communion to people in vehicles. He rec-
ommends that we do so outside where people 
can form a communion line and observe social 
distancing. Therefore, this weekend after each 
mass, weather permitting, I will be available to 
distribute Holy Communion in the front lawn of 
the rectory. I suggest that as you approach me 
to receive the Body of Christ you pray the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  
 

Please remember that Archbishop Aymond has 
dispensed the people of the Archdiocese from 
the obligation to attend Sunday Mass. If some-
one is vulnerable and not feeling well, that 
should not celebrate Mass in church with other 
people. Baptisms, Weddings and funerals is 
limited to 100 worshipers.  This number will 
increase gradually. 
 

We will continue to live stream the 9:30 am 
Mass on Sunday from church. Daily mass in 
church. Monday, Wednesday through Friday 
8:30 am and Tuesday at 6:00 pm. No reserva-
tion is necessary for daily mass. We will no 
longer live stream daily mass.  

As we enter the hurricane season, let us implore the Intercession of  Our Lady of Prompt Succor to hasten to 

help us and our patron St. Francis of Assisi to make us instruments of the Lord’s peace. 

Entering & Leaving:  All entrances are open.  
Church pews are marked and roped off.  When 
Mass has ended, please do not gather in groups 
outside of church or in the parking lot.  Continue 
to maintain social distancing. 
 

During Mass:  Wear a mask during Mass aside 
from receiving Communion.  Be mindful of so-
cial distancing and maintain 6 feet of distance 
from others at all times.  For our weekend Mass-
es, a worship aid will be available at the entranc-
es.  After Mass, leave it in your pew.  You may 
place your regular offering for support and other 
collections in the baskets in the center aisle and 
side doors.  The Offertory procession is omitted.  
We can express the sign of peace by means of a 
smile and/or nod of the head. 

Reception of Holy Communion:  Bring hand 
sanitizer to use before receiving Communion.  
During the distribution of Holy Communion, 
form a single line and observe the social distanc-
ing blue lines on the floor of the aisles.  We ask 
everyone to receive Holy Communion in the hand 
rather than on the tongue.  You will receive the 
Body of Christ in the form of bread only.  When 
approaching the priest or Extraordinary Minister 
of Holy Communion, place your hand flatly atop 
the other and fully extend your arm toward the 
priest or minster who will place the Host on your 
hand in a manner to avoid any contact with your 
hand. 

General Guidelines for Mass Attendance:  
To sign up to attend Mass:   

https://www.stfrancisuptown.com/mass-rsvp  

CATHOLIC LENS SERIES: LIVING THE GOSPEL IN A FRACTURED CULTURE  
 

Join us! The Catholic Community Foundation and Notre Dame Seminary are co-hosting the Fall 2020 Catholic 
Lens Series: Living the Gospel in a Fractured Culture. In the four-part series, speakers will explore the foundation-
al principles that guide our Catholic mission of unity in the world and bring a message of hope and encourage-
ment.   
 

The first event, Developing a Catholic Lens: The Church as a "Creative Minority," takes place on Wednesday, 
September 2, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. You may attend the series in-person or virtually. In-person events will be 
held at Schulte Auditorium at Notre Dame Seminary, and they will be socially-distanced with a 100 attendee max-
imum per event. Registration is required:  https://ccfnola.org/events 

 

Questions? Please contact Dr. Susie Veters at sveters@ccfnola.org or 504.596.3042.  
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA August 16, 2020 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Lucille Mire McCann 

Mass Intentions 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

In today’s first reading, the Lord speaks 

through the prophet Isaiah during a time of 

political upheaval and moral decline.  The 

prophet had warned of God’s judgment 

against people for the feelings of self-

importance they found in their possessions, 

and condemned them for various forms of 

economic injustice such as exploiting the poor 

and immigrants.  Good stewards know that 

Isaiah’s message is as compelling today as it 

was in the time of the kingdom of Judah:  Do 

the right thing.  Offer justice and compassion 

toward others.  Be honest is all your dealings.  

And remember to observe the day of the Lord. 

Spiritual Communion 

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the 
most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all 
things and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace 
You as if You were already there, and unite my-
self wholly to You. Never permit me to be sepa-
rated from You. Amen. 

Composed by:   
St. Alphonsus Liguori - 19th Century 

SATURDAY, August 15 - 9:30am - In Thanksgiving 

4:00pm - Nancy Clare McCann, Robert McIntyre, Margaret 

“Butsy” Ross, Julia Pansano, Donald R. Casey, David Rains 

SUNDAY, August 16 - 9:30am - Parishioners  

11:30am -  Betsie Melancon, Juanita Herndon 

MONDAY, August 17 - Robert David Kottemann 

TUESDAY, August 18 -  Dorothy McRae 

WEDNESDAY, August 19 - All Souls Book of Remem-

brance 

THURSDAY, August 20 - Shirley Landry 

FRIDAY, August 21 - Lucas H. Ehrensing 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

August 16th - August 22nd  
 

Sunday Is 56:1, 6-7; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Rom 11:13-15,  

  29-32; Mt 15:21-28 

Monday Ez 24:15-24; Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21; Mt 19:16-22 

Tuesday Ez 28:1-10; Dt 32:26-27ab, 27cd-28, 30,  

  35cd-36ab; Mt 19:23-30 

Wednesday Ez 34:1-11; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Mt 20:1-16 

Thursday Ez 36:23-28; Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19;  

  Mt 22:1-14 

Friday  Ez 37:1-14; Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; ‘Mt  

22:34-40 

Saturday Ez 43:1-7ab; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14;  

  Mt 23:1-12 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette 
Clark, Cathy Dermady, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, 
James Ira Ford, Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Tamberly Gray, Ryan 
Hartley, Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith 
Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann 
McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Lynn Mid-
dleton, Jeff Mitchener, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, 
Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven 
Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred 
Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert 
Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Sara Surgi, Dea-
con Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Hainkel, Cov-
enant and Poydras Homes and Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

August 8-9, 2020 

 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

          Envelopes                                                                        $1,939.00 
          Loose                                                                                                                            $1,483.00 
          E-Giving                                                                                                                                                $822.00 
          TOTAL                                                                                                                                          $4,244.00 

Second Collections 
            Building and Maintenance                                                  $280.00 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Interested in becoming Catholic or  
know someone who is?  

 

 

All are welcome to an information session 
on Tuesday, August 25 at 7:00pm on Zoom. 
Information on how to sign on to the meet-
ing is below.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA) is the process for initiation into the 
Catholic Church and an opportunity for those 
interested in becoming Catholic to explore the 
life and teachings of Christ through prayer, 
study, reflection, and community. For more 
information please contact Christi Schott at 
cschott@stfrancisuptown.com or (504) 891-

4479. 
 

The link to join the Zoom meeting on Aug. 25 
is:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82521659665?
pwd=YmE1NWs4d2R3bkY2bHZ6VFE0Mzd
3dz09 .You can also go to http://
www.Zoom.us and click on “Join a Meeting” 
in the upper right hand corner. Type in the 
meeting ID: 82521659665 

 and the password: sfa 

  Adult Confirmation 

 

Adult classes for the sacrament 
of Confirmation will begin Mon-
day, September 14 and meet for 
five weeks. The sacrament of 
Confirmation will be celebrated 
at St. Francis on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 14 at 7:00pm. If you are 

over 18, are a practicing Catholic, and have 
received the sacraments of Baptism and Eu-
charist but were never confirmed,  for more 
information contact  Christi Schott at 
cschott@stfrancisuptown.com or (504) 891-

4479. 
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St. Francis’ PSR program offers a variety of op-
portunities for children to learn and grow in their 
faith and provides religious instruction to children 
not currently enrolled in Catholic school and to 
those preparing for the sacraments of Eucharist 
and Confirmation. We invite you and your child to 
be a part of our School of Religion family! 

 

Elementary/Middle School PSR  
 

Open for children in Kindergarten—8th grade 
who are currently not attending Catholic schools. 
Two options are available: limited in-person clas-
ses held twice per month on Sunday mornings 
from 10:30-11:20am or online virtual classes via 
Zoom.com. A parent meeting will be held online 
on Sunday, August 30 from 10:45-11:20am.  

 

High School PSR 
 

 

Open to students in 9th grade or higher who do 
not attend Catholic school and wish to be con-
firmed. Classes are held twice per month on Sun-
day evenings. For the Fall 2020 semester classes 
will meet virtually via Zoom.com. A parent meet-
ing will be held online on Sunday, September 20 
from 6:00-7:00pm. 
 

Registration is available online at: 
 https://stfrancisuptown.com/registration-form.  

 

Please register your child as soon as possible to 
help us plan for the upcoming year. Catholic 
school students preparing for first Eucharist (2nd 
grade) and Confirmation (10th grade) are also able 
to register at this time.  
 

The Archdiocese requires one year prior of reli-
gious education or Catholic school before first 
Eucharist (beginning in 1st grade). However, 
faith is a life-long process and parents are encour-
aged to register their children in kindergarten and 
continue religious formation through high school. 
 

For more information 

contact Christi Schott at (504) 227-3765 or 
cschott@stfrancisuptown.com. 

“My heart is restless until it rests in you O God.” 
St. Augustine 
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Breaking Open the Readings 

For more information on how to pray with scripture and ways to incorporate the dai-

ly scripture readings into your life, please visit https://bible.usccb.org/ (United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops). 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Mental  Health  Resources  
 

 State Covid19 Crisis Counseling Line:  
 Text “Reachout” to 741741 

 

 

 Catholic Counseling Service - Services to indi-
viduals, couples, & families-$50/session or slid-
ing scale. Calls are confidential 504-861-6245.  

Mentor engaged couples for the  

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony   
 

Training for mentor couples will be  
presented by the  authors of In Home  
Marriage Prep, Jan and Lloyd Tate,  

Notre Dame Seminary - Pastoral Center  
Saturday, August 29, 2020,  

8:30am to 5:00pm.   
 

 

For more information or to register, contact  
Melisa Rey at 504.227.3766 or  

familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 

City Council Cares  
Utility Grants  

 

 

Customers may be eligible for assistance under 
the City Council Cares Program if  they became 
unemployed March 16, 2020 or after. Funds are 
limited…http://www.entergyneworleans.com/
citycouncilcares  

Food  Resources   
 

 SFA Matthew 25 Food Distribution Monthly, 
food distribution to those in need of assistance with 
food supplies. Contact parish office .  891.4479  

 

 Catholic Charities’ Food Pantry Open Mon – 
Thu 10 am – 2 pm.  2505 Maine Ave in Metairie.  

 

 City of New Orleans Covid Food Assistance 
Meals prepared by local restaurants if you meet 
criteria & are not receiving other federal food sup-
port:* Apply@ https://nola311.org/  or call 311.  

Domestic Violence Resources   
 

 NOLA Family Justice Center 504.866.9554 

 

 Women with a Vision: - 504.302.8822 

 

 Metro Centers for Community Advocacy– 24 
hours 504.837.5400 or mccagno.org  

 

 Sexual Trauma Awareness & Response 
(STAR) Sexual Assault Hotline:  855.435-STAR 
24/7 hotline, safety planning, counseling, emer-
gency assistance and legal advocacy.   

 

Mothers Prayers  
Group  

Meets Virtually thru Summer  
Wednesdays at 10:00am  

 

Join us in prayer for children/
grandchildren 

 

For more information contact Melisa Rey 
504.227.3766 or 

familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 

Praying the Rosary 

 

Missy Duncan is leading us in praying the rosary 

Monday - Saturday at 9:30 am via a meeting on 

Zoom. Meeting ID is 527 214 055. Password is 

3FrxQe. If anyone needs support setting it up 

please call Melisa Rey at 504.227.3766. 

ARCHDIOCESAN   
NATURAL PLANNING CLASSES 

 

With professional instruction, NFP has proven itself to 
be safe, effective, and a moral way for couples to plan 
their families.  It is a method which respects the mean-
ing of human sexuality as God created it and thus mari-
tal love is enhanced and strengthened.  
 

The Office of Marriage and Family Life is offering a 
class series in the SymptoProTM Method of Natural 
Family Planning.  This series will be conducted by 
Kelly Donahue of the Archdiocese of New Orleans.  
 

This is a virtual class series utilizing Zoom.  The dates 
of the class series are September 5, September 19, Octo-
ber 3 and October 31, 2020.  The Zoom class hours are 
1:00 pm—3:00 pm.  The class on October 31, 2020 will 
be in-person rather than via Zoom.  The cost is $105.00 
and includes all classes and materials.   
 

Preregistration is required.  Register online https://
nolacatholicfla.regfox.com/sympto-thermal-nfp-course.  
If you have any questions, please reach out to Melisa 
Rey.  504.227.3766 or familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 
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