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Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

 

 

Intervention is an American documentary television series that premiered in 2005 on A&E network. This series 
features people who confront their darkest demons and seek a path to redemption. It profiles people whose de-
pendence on drugs and alcohol or other compulsive behavior has brought them to a point of personal crisis and 
estranged them from their friends and loved ones. Each Intervention episode ends with a surprise intervention that 
is staged by the family and friends of the alcohol or drug addict, and by one of three intervention specialists. The 
family members and friends of those addicted serve as a catalyst for conversion.  
 

Early on in my priesthood my mother asked me to be the lead participant in a family intervention. Families are a 
messy business. No family is perfect and every family at one time of another goes through times and tribulations. 
Be it divorce, drug addiction, the loss of job, or death of a loved one.  Life throws things at us that shake the very 
foundations of our relationships. When our most valued relationships are threatened, we suffer. The question is, 
“How do we repair it?”  
 

In the gospel for this weekend Jesus challenges the community of the church to be catalysts for one another’s con-
version, while promising to be in our midst as we gather and pray in his name. Conversion of any kind happens 
because of a catalyst. The word conversion comes from the Latin meaning to “turn around,” to do an about face. 
The heart of this gospel concerning reconciliation is actually about conversion and the call to build up the church. 
We are all called to bring ourselves and others to conversion and the ongoing challenge to overcome hurts and sin-
fulness within the community.  
 

Jesus, the original intervention specialist/catalyst, presents a four-step methodology for dealing with an offender. 
To “win over” those who “sin against” another in the church is to bring them to turn their life around and to be-
come once again faithful members of the community. The work of effecting reconciliation and conversion, how-
ever, is not simply the personal judgment of a single community member who has been wronged. The work is al-
ways communal, informed by humble prayer, and guided by Jesus who remains “in the midst” of his Body, the 
Church.  
 

Both our human life and our life in Christ call attention to the fact that we are never totally alone nor never act 
alone. We are members of our families, neighborhoods, social groups, the Body of Christ. We find our deepest 
identity not in ourselves but in community with God and others. Because of this communal solidarity in Christ, the 
sin of one member against another affects the life of the whole community of the church.  
 

Listen closely to the last lines of the words of absolution spoken by the priest confessor at the end of the sacrament 
of Reconciliation: “Through the ministry of the church, may God grant you pardon and peace. And I absolve you 
from all your sins. In the name of the Father…” The priest pronounces those words as a representative of the com-
munity of believers, the church who reconciles and forgives us. Ever year on the Wednesday nearest the Exalta-
tion of the Holy Cross, this year September 9, in every parish church in the archdiocese confessors will be availa-
ble from 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm for individual confession. But remember: every confession includes a firm purpose 
of amendment to go and forgive as you have been forgiven.   
 

When others sin against me what is my instinctive reaction? Do we stew in our pain, waiting for the offending par-
ty to come crawling to us on bended knee, with a broken-hearted apology of restitution?  When I have sinned 
against another, who or what brought be to conversion? We all need compassionate and wise people to hear and 
advise us when we are stuck in a painful spot in a relationship. Who are those people for you? Jesus’ methodology 
is not a conversion by text message or email, even though those ALL CAPS and Emoji symbols are so tempting to 
use. 
 

The goal of Jesus’ methodology is never to punish, shun or excommunicate the person. The aim is always to re-
store any offender to integrity in the community. Even the person Jesus says to treat as a Gentile or tax collector, 
the objective may be no longer to seek reconciliation but to evangelize. Jesus didn’t say to treat the person as an 
adversary, but rather as one who has betrayed their commitment to the gospel.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

 

 

Facing one another about hurts is one of the most difficult “dying to self” we undertake. This “dying to self” re-
quires us to risk relationships, let go of self-righteousness, and perhaps face angry reaction. Whether we’re the one 
who’s been wronged, or the one who’s done the wrong, it’s still our responsibility to swallow our pride, get up 
and seek to be reconciled with our sister and brother. Usually both sides are absolutely convinced it’s the other 
person’s fault. Neither facing another nor being faced ourselves about sinfulness is easy. Reconciliation is never 
going to happen as long as it remains “us versus them.” Being a catalytic converter takes great humility and hon-
esty. Turn the toxic gases of sin into the fresh air of mercy and forgiveness. 
 

Where is Jesus? Jesus is where sin, fraternal correction and reconciliation occur. Jesus is where there is unanimity 
of the praying community. Jesus is where his followers are when they are gathered together in his name. Where 
are we?   
 

“Us versus Them” has got to be converted into “Us and Us.” It’s the only way reconciliation ever happens. Come 
join us this weekend in the reconciliation meal we call Eucharist.  You can reserve a seat either by calling Teresa, 
in the parish office or visiting our website:  https://www.stfrancisuptown.com/mass-rsvp.  In making a reservation 
for mass, please observe the guidelines in this bulletin and on our parish website. If you are not a registered pa-
rishioner, use this occasion to be among the members of the flock of St. Francis of Assisi. You can register on our 
website www.stfrancisuptown.com 

 

For those parishioners we cannot accommodate in the church or who are fearful to gather with us, Archbishop Ay-
mond has given permission to distribute Holy Communion after mass outdoors. He strongly suggested that we not 
give Holy Communion to people in vehicles. He recommends that we do so outside where people can form a com-
munion line and observe social distancing. Therefore, after each mass, weather permitting, I will be available to 
distribute Holy Communion in the front lawn of the rectory. I suggest that as you approach me to receive the Body 
of Christ you pray the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  
 

Please remember that Archbishop Aymond has dispensed the people of the Archdiocese from the obligation to 
attend Sunday Mass. If someone is vulnerable and not feeling well, that should not celebrate Mass in church with 
other people. Baptisms, Weddings and funerals is limited to 100 worshipers.  This number will increase gradually. 
 

We will continue to live stream the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday from church. Daily mass in church. Monday, 
Wednesday through Friday 8:30 am and Tuesday at 6:00 pm. No reservation is necessary for daily mass. We will 
no longer live stream daily mass.  

As we enter the hurricane season, let us implore the Intercession of  Our Lady of Prompt Succor  

to hasten to help us and our patron St. Francis of Assisi to make us instruments of the Lord’s peace. 

Special Collection - September 5 & 6 
Hurricane Laura Relief - Diocese of Lake Charles 

 

This weekend St. Francis of Assisi will have a Special Collection for the Diocese of Lake 
Charles to help with their rebuilding efforts impacted by Hurricane Laura. 
 

If you wish to make a donation, please use the Hurricane Laura Relief envelope in the pew 
and place in the collection basket at this weekend’s Masses.  You can also drop it off at the 
Parish Office or  use our online https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/ncs-1824. 
 

All checks should be made payable to St. Francis of Assisi with Lake Charles Relief Fund in 
the memo section.  If you wish to donate cash, please put it in a sealed envelope marked 
Lake Charles Relief Fund. 
 

Thank you for helping support our relief efforts. 
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Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Betsie Melancon 

Mass Intentions 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

In Saint Paul’s letter to the Romans he suggests that 
God lavishes his love upon us through Jesus Christ, 
who calls us to the kind of loving relationship, if we 
so choose it, that demands accountability.  It is like, 
in Saint Paul’s vocabulary, a kind of “debt” that we 
can never “pay-in-full.”  But we begin to repay by 
following the direction of one of the most familiar 
statements in the Bible:  “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.”  Good stewards realize that God does not 
call them just to love those who are easy to love, 
but to love the unloved and the hard-to-love people 
in this world as well.  This week ash yourself:  
“How am I an ambassador of God’s love.” 

SATURDAY, September 5 - 4:00pm - Lucille Mire 

McCann, Robert McIntyre, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Julia 

Pansano, Genevieve Young, Peggy Young Condon, Lionel 

T. & Catherine P. Hammock, Henry Schorr 

SUNDAY, September 6 - 9:30am - Parishioners 

11:30am -  Betsie Melancon, Floyd Krennerich, Margaret 

Fanning  

MONDAY, September 7 - Phil & Esther Miller 

TUESDAY, September 8 -  All Souls Book of Remem-

brance 

WEDNESDAY, September 9 - Norman Schmitt 

THURSDAY, September 10 - Margaret Fanning 

FRIDAY, September 4 - In Thanksgiving 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

September 6th - September 12th  
 

Sunday Ez 33:7-9; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Rom 13:8-10;  

 Mt 18:15-20 

Monday 1 Cor 5:1-8; Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12; Lk 6:6-11 

Tuesday Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6ab, 6c;  

 Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or Mt 1:18-23 

Wednesday 1 Cor 7:25-31; Ps 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17;  

 Lk 6:20-26 

Thursday 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab,  

 23-24; Lk 6:27-38 

Friday 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6, 12;  

 Lk 6:39-42 

Saturday 1 Cor 10:14-22; Ps 116:12-13, 17-18;  

Lk 6:43-49 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette 
Clark, Cathy Dermady, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, 
James Ira Ford, Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Tamberly Gray, Ryan 
Hartley, Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith 
Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann 
McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Lynn Mid-
dleton, Jeff Mitchener, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, 
Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven 
Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred 
Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert 
Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Sara Surgi, Dea-
con Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Hainkel, Cov-
enant and Poydras Homes and Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

August 22-23 and August 29-30, 2020 

 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

          Envelopes                                                                        $3,528.00 
          Loose                                                                                                                            $2,862.00 
          E-Giving                                                                                                                                                      $517.00 
          TOTAL                                                                                                                                             $6,907.00 

Second Collections 
            Matthew 25 Ministry                                                                   $138.00 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

From Archbishop Aymond: 
 

It is our archdiocesan tradition to offer the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation, better known as confes-
sion, on a weekday evening near the Feast of the 
Exaltation of the Cross.  I am pleased to inform 
you that many people in the  Archdiocese of New 
Orleans have taken advantage of this opportunity. 
 

This year confessions will be available on 
Wednesday, September 9, 2020 from 5:00 pm to 
6:30 pm.  Please consider taking advantage of 
this opportunity to invite the healing Christ into 
your heart with his promise of mercy. 
 

Please consider having your family come to 
church together for Confession on Wednesday, 
September 9th. 
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Interested in becoming Catholic or  
know someone who is?  

 

 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 

(RCIA) is the process for initiation into the 

Catholic Church and an opportunity for those 

interested in becoming Catholic to explore the 

life and teachings of Christ through prayer, 

study, reflection, and community.  

 

For more information please contact Christi 

Schott at cschott@stfrancisuptown.com or 

(504) 891-4479. 

  Adult Confirmation 

 

Adult classes for the sacrament of 

Confirmation will begin Monday, 

September 14 and meet for five 

weeks. The sacrament of Confirma-

tion will be celebrated at St. Francis 

on Wednesday, October 14 at 

7:00pm. If you are over 18, are a 

practicing Catholic, and have received the sacra-

ments of Baptism and Eucharist but were never 

confirmed, for more information contact  Christi 

Schott at cschott@stfrancisuptown.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Francis’ PSR program offers a variety of opportuni-
ties for children to learn and grow in their faith and 
provides religious instruction to children not currently 
enrolled in Catholic school and to those preparing for 
the sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation. We in-
vite you and your child to be a part of our School of 
Religion family! Registration is available online at: 
 https://stfrancisuptown.com/re istration-form 

 

Elementary/Middle School PSR  
Open for children in Kindergarten—8th grade who 
are currently not attending Catholic schools. Classes 
begin virtually next Sunday, September 13.  

 

High School PSR 

Open to students in 9th grade or higher who do not 
attend Catholic school and wish to be confirmed. Clas-
ses are held twice per month on Sunday evenings. For 
the Fall 2020 semester classes will meet virtually via 
Zoom.com. A parent meeting will be held online on 
Sunday, September 20 from 6:00-7:00pm. 

 

Please register your child as soon as possible to help us 
plan for the upcoming year. Catholic school students 
preparing for first Eucharist (2nd grade) and Confirma-
tion (10th grade) are also able to register at this time. 
The Archdiocese requires one year prior of reli-
gious education or Catholic school before first Eu-
charist (beginning in 1st grade).  
 

For more information, please contact Christi Schott at 
(504)227-3765 or cschott@stfrancisuptown.com. 

“My heart is restless until it rests in you O God.” 
St. Augustine 

Catechists (Teachers) Needed!! 
 

St. Francis’ Parish School of Religion is in 

immediate need of catechists and substitute 

catechists for the elementary and high school 

programs. Training and materials are provid-

ed. Please consider if God is calling you to 

this rewarding ministry! All volunteers must 

complete a Safe Environment training and 

background check.  

 

For more information, contact Christi Schott 

at cschott@stfrancsiuptown.com or 227-3765. 
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Breaking Open the Readings 

For more information on how to pray with scripture and ways to incorporate the daily 

scripture readings into your life, please visit https://bible.usccb.org/ (United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops). 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Enterin & Leavin :  All entrances are open.  Church 
pews are marked and roped off.  When Mass has ended, 
please do not gather in groups outside of church or in the 
parking lot.  Continue to maintain social distancing. 
 

Durin Mass:  Wear a mask during Mass aside from 
receiving Communion.  Be mindful of social distancing 
and maintain 6 feet of distance from others at all times.  
For our weekend Masses, a worship aid will be available at 
the entrances.  You may place your regular offering for 
support and other collections in the baskets in the center 
aisle and side doors.  The Offertory procession is omitted.  
We can express the sign of peace by means of a smile and/
or nod of the head. 
 

Rece tion of Hol Communion:  Bring hand sanitizer to 
use before receiving Communion.  During the distribution 
of Holy Communion, form a single line and observe the 
social distancing blue lines on the floor of the aisles.  We 
ask everyone to receive Holy Communion in the hand ra-
ther than on the tongue.  You will receive the Body of 
Christ in the form of bread only.  When approaching the 
priest or Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, 
place your hand flatly atop the other and fully extend your 
arm toward the priest or minster who will place the Host 
on your hand in a manner to avoid any contact with your 
hand. 

General Guidelines for Mass Attendance:  

fàA YÜtÇv|á Éy Táá|á|  
“Shine the Light” Project 

 

We are asking families, couples and individuals to submit a video…(or picture) of why you  
love St. Francis of Assisi.  Please consider what makes St. Francis of Assisi special and how  

we “Shine the Light” of Christ.   Videos & pictures will be considered for inclusion in a video  
in conjunction with our Feast Day Celebration of St. Francis of Assisi Parish and could  

be highlighted on social media.   
 

By submitting your videos and or pictures, you are consenting to its use on social media.  
Submit to Melisa Rey at familylife@stfrancisuptownt.com 504.227.3766 

Rite of Institution to Ministry of Lector 
 

On Thursday, August 27 Archbishop Aymond 
instituted into the ministry of lector the candi-
dates for the Permanent Diaconate for 2022. Our 
parishioiner, Bobby Moore is one of the candi-
dates. They commit themselves to the proclama-
tion of the word of God within the liturgical cel-
ebration and to the development of a spirituality 
and love of sacred scripture which allows it to 
transform their lives and the lives of others. 
 

As candidates for the Sacrament of Holy Orders, 
the institution to the ministry of lector marks the 
next step in their process of 
formation.  By entering into 
the ministry of lector, the can-
didates will continue the pro-
cess of discernment, and 
through the exercise of stable 
ministry, become better pre-
pared to accept and fulfill the 
duties and responsibility of 
the diaconate. 

Mothers Prayers  
Group  

 

Meets Virtually  
Wednesdays at 10:00am  

 

Moms in every stage of parenting  
are welcome.   

 

Join us in prayer for children/grandchildren 

 

For more information contact Melisa Rey 
504.227.3766 or familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 
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