


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 

NEW ORLEANS, LA 
September 13, 2020 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

 

 

Before you read my refection on this Sunday’s gospel parable, I want to share with you some news I re-
ceived from Bobby Moore and his wife Rosalyn on Sunday September 6 that he had decided to withdraw 
from the journey of diaconal formation.  I asked Booby to share with our parishioners how he reached 
this decision. In his own words he writes: 
 

To the parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi: 
 

 Thank you for your prayers and support over the years Rosalynn and I have been in formation 
with the Diaconate. Our experience has been both powerful and prayerful. One part of our formation is 
to participate in kenosis, or self-emptying, so that we can help form ourselves in the image of Christ.  
 I have been called, formed, and blessed to participate in nearly four years of formation. Sadly, that 
time is now over, and I am choosing to leave the Diaconate. I do so with many regrets, but much more so 
with the joys of my discoveries of God's eternal love and care for each of us.  
 You all continue to inspire us as members of our faith community, and I look forward to joining 
with you in prayer and in God's work. 
        Bobby and Rosalynn Moore 

 

Although I am disappointed in his decision, I respect the process of discernment in which he has been en-
gaged these past four years. We look forward to his continued involvement in our parish especially as one 
of our lectors at Sunday Eucharist.  
 

This weekend we hear another parable from the Gospel of Matthew. In this parable, a Greek word is 
translated four times as “forgive.” More literally, the word means “send away,” as in “set free, release.” 
Our English word forgive evokes the Latin term perdonare (to give thoroughly, without reservation). To-
day, the gospel calls us to reflect on what is Jesus teaching in this parable which is unique to Matthew’s 
gospel. To forgive means “let it go.” Jesus is teaching that just as God releases us from the burden/ guilt 
of sin, so we need to let it go when we are offended.  
 

In his homily on today’s reading, Church father St. John Chrysostom said that being revengeful is like 
thrusting a sword into our very selves. Not only does the one who offends us inflict pain, but we add to it 
by harboring anger—and worse still, we bring upon ourselves condemnation by God. One motivation for 
forgiving others is the realization that God willingly forgives us. Secondly, to be authentic children of our 
heavenly Father, we must strive to imitate him, especially in offering mercy and forgiveness, two of 
God’s primary characteristics. We forgive because God forgives us—or, less selfishly, we forgive simply 
because God forgives. Period. Alexander Pope wrote, “To err is human, to forgive divine.” To be one 
with God we also must forgive. 
 

In his apostolic exhortation The Joy of the Gospel (3), Pope Francis urges us to seek God’s forgiveness; 
he writes, “God never tires of forgiving us; we are the ones who tire of seeking his mercy.” The servant 
who owed his master a huge debt had the good sense to ask for mercy, but when the master forgave that 
debt, the servant failed to learn the lesson. He took his master’s compassion for granted, and in some way 
assumed he was worthy of it.  
 

Jesus addresses us that His Father is willing to forgive, but we need to show that we appreciate it. How do 
you understand Jesus’ words, to forgive “from the heart”? What has helped you when you found it diffi-
cult to forgive others for the harm they had done?  We ask; we receive; we imitate—or the debt becomes 
even greater.  
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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

 

In the second Eucharistic Prayer for Reconciliation after the words of institution are spoken the priest of-
fers us the Lord’s pledge of his love, the Sacrifice of perfect reconciliation. Join the faith community of 
St. Francis of Assisi at the Eucharist this weekend to receive the Body of Christ, His gift of perfect recon-
ciliation.   
 

You can reserve a seat either by calling Teresa, in the parish office or visiting our website:  https://
www.stfrancisuptown.com/mass-rsvp.  In making a reservation for mass, please observe the guidelines in 
this bulletin and on our parish website. If you are not a registered parishioner, use this occasion to be 
among the members of the flock of St. Francis of Assisi. You can register on our website 
www.stfrancisuptown.com 

 

For those parishioners we cannot accommodate in the church or who are fearful to gather with us, Arch-
bishop Aymond has given permission to distribute Holy Communion after mass outdoors. He strongly 
suggested that we not give Holy Communion to people in vehicles. He recommends that we do so outside 
where people can form a communion line and observe social distancing. Therefore, after each mass, 
weather permitting, I will be available to distribute Holy Communion in the front lawn of the rectory. I 
suggest that as you approach me to receive the Body of Christ you pray the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  
 

Please remember that Archbishop Aymond has dispensed the people of the Archdiocese from the obliga-
tion to attend Sunday Mass. If someone is vulnerable and not feeling well, we ask that you not celebrate 
Mass in church with other people. Baptisms, Weddings and funerals is limited to 100 worshipers.  This 
number will increase gradually. 
 

We will continue to live stream the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday from church. Daily mass in church. Mon-
day, Wednesday through Friday 8:30 am and Tuesday at 6:00 pm. No reservation is necessary for daily 
mass. We will no longer live stream daily mass.  

During this hurricane season, let us implore the Intercession of  Our Lady of Prompt Succor  

to hasten to help us and our patron St. Francis of Assisi to make us instruments of the Lord’s peace. 

Entering & Leaving:  Church pews are marked and roped off.  
When Mass has ended, please do not gather in groups outside of 
church or in the parking lot.  Continue to social distance 

 

During Mass:  Wear a mask during Mass aside from receiv-
ing Communion.  Be mindful of social distancing and maintain 
6 feet  from others at all times.  For weekend Masses, a worship 
aid will be available at the entrances.  You may place your regu-
lar offering for support and other collections in the baskets in the 
center aisle and side doors.  The Offertory procession is omitted.  
We can express the sign of peace by means of a smile and/or nod 
of the head. 
 

Reception of Holy Communion:  Bring hand sanitizer to use 
before receiving Communion.  During the distribution of Holy 
Communion, form a single line and observe the social distancing 
blue lines on the floor of the aisles.  We ask everyone to receive 
Holy Communion in the hand rather than on the tongue.  You 
will receive the Body of Christ in the form of bread only.  When 
approaching the priest or Extraordinary Minister of Holy Com-
munion, place your hand flatly atop the other and fully extend 
your arm toward the priest or minster who will place the Host on 
your hand in a manner to avoid any contact with your hand. 

General Guidelines for Mass Attendance:  Serra Club  
 

Altar Servers’ Award 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

 

 

Congratulations, Julia Tucker! 
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September 13, 2020 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Victims of Violence 

Mass Intentions 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

Today’s Gospel reading continues Jesus’ in-
structions on being good stewards of others—

the direction that if we love Jesus Christ, we 
must forgive an individual 77 times.  The 
reading compels us to consider one of the 
most difficult practices of Christian disciple-
ship.  Forgiveness is the way of Jesus, the way 
of the cross.  Vengeance, bitterness and hatred 
seem so much easier and certainly more desir-
able.  Forgiveness is a hard road to travel, but 
it is the only road that leads to life in Christ.  
Consider this week who you need to forgive. 

SATURDAY, September 12 - 4:00pm - Nancy Clair 

McCann, Robert McIntyre, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Julia 

Pansano, Henry Schorr, Mark Alan Powanda 

SUNDAY, September 13- 9:30am - Betsie Melancon, Rob-

ert David Kottemann, Margaret Fanning  

11:30am  - Parishioners 

MONDAY, September 14 - All Souls Book of Remem-

brance 

TUESDAY, September 15 - Margaret Fanning 

WEDNESDAY, September 16 - In Thanksgiving 

THURSDAY, September 17 -  Marion Morris 

FRIDAY, September 18 - Margaret Fanning 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

September 13th - September 19th  
 

Sunday Sir 27:30—28:7; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12;  

 Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35 

Monday Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38;  

 Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 

Tuesday 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5;  

 Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 

Wednesday 1 Cor 12:31—13:13; Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 12 and 22;  

 Lk 7:31-35 

Thursday 1 Cor 15:1-11; Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28;  

 Lk 7:36-50 

Friday 1 Cor 15:12-20; Ps 17:1bcd, 6-7, 8b and 15;  

 Lk 8:1-3 

Saturday 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Ps 56:10c-12, 13-14;  

 Lk 8:4-15 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette 
Clark, Cathy Dermady, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, 
James Ira Ford, Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Tamberly Gray, Ryan 
Hartley, Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith 
Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann 
McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Lynn Mid-
dleton, Jeff Mitchener, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, 
Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven 
Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred 
Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert 
Schwab, Ainsley, Antoine and Andre Saleun, Louis Scott, 
Sr., Samantha Smith, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy 
Williams, Residents of Hainkel, Covenant and Poydras 
Homes and Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

September 5-6 2020 

 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

          Envelopes                                                                        $4,774.00 
          Loose                                                                                                                               $1,806.00 
          E-Giving                                                                                                                                     $1,642.00 
          TOTAL                                                                                                                                              $8,222.00 

Second Collections 
            Matthew 25 Ministry                                                                   $246.00 
                   Hurricane Laura Relief                                               $2,833.00 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

Catholic Communications Campaign  
 

Next week our Special Collection is for The 
Catholic Communications Campaign in the 
Archdiocese of New Orleans. This collection 
supports the evangelizing work of the church 
throughout the world by supporting media: 
newspapers, television, radio and digital or 
online media. Fifty percent of the funds col-
lected in the Archdiocese of New Orleans re-
main here to support Catholic news media ef-
forts and the Clarion Herald.  

Our Special  Collection this weekend is for 

our Improvements and Maintenance Fund. 

  Thank you for your generosity. 
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Interested in becoming Catholic or  
know someone who is?  

 

 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 

(RCIA) is the process for initiation into the 

Catholic Church and an opportunity for those 

interested in becoming Catholic to explore the 

life and teachings of Christ through prayer, 

study, reflection, and community. 

 

Sessions began September 8 and meet on 

Tuesday evenings from 7:00-8:00pm online 

via Zoom.  All are welcome! For the sign in 

link and more information please contact 

Christi Schott at (504) 891-4479 or 

cschott@stfrancisuptown.com. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

(Confession) 
 

Saturday, 3:00 - 3:40 p.m.  
Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment. 
 

Sisters of Christian Charity Chapel 
Located in the Parish Center 

Enter through front door on State Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Francis’ PSR program offers a variety of opportuni-
ties for children to learn and grow in their faith and 
provides religious instruction to children not currently 
enrolled in Catholic school and to those preparing for 
the sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation. We in-
vite you and your child to be a part of our School of 
Religion family!  
 

Registration is available online at:  
https://stfrancisuptown.com/registration-form 

 

Elementary/Middle School PSR  
Open for children in Kindergarten—8th grade who 
are currently not attending Catholic schools. Classes 
began Sunday, September 13.  

 

High School PSR 

Open to students in 9th grade or higher who do not 
attend Catholic school and wish to be confirmed. Clas-
ses are held twice per month on Sunday evenings. For 
the Fall 2020 semester classes will meet virtually via 
Zoom.com. A parent meeting will be held online 
next Sunday, September 20 from 6:00-7:00pm. 

 

Please register your child as soon as possible to help us 
plan for the upcoming year. Catholic school students 
preparing for first Eucharist (2nd grade) and Confirma-
tion (10th grade) are also able to register at this time. 
The Archdiocese requires one year prior of reli-
gious education or Catholic school before first Eu-
charist (beginning in 1st grade).  
 

For more information, please contact Christi Schott at 

(504)227-3765 or cschott@stfrancisuptown.com. 

“My heart is restless until it rests in you O God.” 
St. Augustine 

Confirmation Retreat 
 

 

Please pray for St. Francis’ 11th 

and 12th grade Confirmation can-

didates as they go on Retreat next 

Sunday, September 20 as part of their final 

preparation for the sacrament. Confirmation 

will take place Wednesday, October 14 at 

7:00pm with Archbishop Alfred Hughes.  

Pope Francis’ September Prayer Intention  
 

Respect for the Planet’s Resources: “We pray 
that the planet’s resources will not be plun-
dered, but shared in a just and respectful man-
ner.”  

Second Grade Catechist (Teacher) Needed 

 

St. Francis’ Parish School of Religion is in immediate 

need of a second grade catechist. Classes meet each 

Sunday on Zoom from 10:40-11:20am. Training and 

materials are provided. Please consider if God is call-

ing you to this rewarding ministry! All volunteers must 

complete a Safe Environment training and background 

check. For more information, contact Christi Schott at 

cschott@stfrancsiuptown.com or 227-3765. 
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September 13, 2020 

Breaking Open the Readings 

For more information on how to pray with scripture and ways to incorporate the daily 

scripture readings into your life, please visit https://bible.usccb.org/ (United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops). 
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fàA YÜtÇv|á Éy Táá|á| fàA YÜtÇv|á Éy Táá|á| fàA YÜtÇv|á Éy Táá|á| fàA YÜtÇv|á Éy Táá|á|     
“Shine the Light” Project 

 

THE DEADLINE TO SUBMIT VIDEOS IS SEPTEMBER 15TH.  THE DEADLINE TO SUBMIT VIDEOS IS SEPTEMBER 15TH.  THE DEADLINE TO SUBMIT VIDEOS IS SEPTEMBER 15TH.  THE DEADLINE TO SUBMIT VIDEOS IS SEPTEMBER 15TH.      
 

We are asking families, couples and individuals to submit a video…(or picture)  
of why you  love St. Francis of Assisi.   

Please consider what makes St. Francis of Assisi special  
and how we “Shine the Light” of Christ.    

Videos & pictures will be considered for inclusion in a video in conjunction with our  
Feast Day Celebration of St. Francis of Assisi Parish and could be highlighted on social media.   

By submitting your videos and or pictures, you are consenting to its use on social media.  
 

Submit to Melisa Rey at familylife@stfrancisuptownt.com  or call 504.227.3766 

Mothers Prayers  
Group  

 

Meets Virtually  
Wednesdays at 10:00am  

 

Moms in every stage of parenting  
are welcome.   

 

Join us in prayer for children/grandchildren 

 

For more information contact Melisa Rey 
504.227.3766 or familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 

Mass for Victims and Survivors of Violence 

 

Archbishop Gregory Aymond will celebrate the Mass 

Sunday October 25th at the 11:00 am Mass at St. Louis 

Cathedral. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are una-

ble to gather in large numbers & will not have reserved 

seating & reception for the families & survivors. The 

Mass will be televised on WLAE-TV & live-streamed 

at http://thedailymass.com/. We hope that you can at-

tend through social media. Archbishop Aymond ex-

presses his prayerful hope that all will join their prayers 

with his in solidarity with those who have lost loved 

ones to violence.  

By Angie Thomas (Part 1) 
Associate Director, Louisiana Right to Life 

Are you ready for an abortion-free Louisiana?  
 

I know I am! This November, we have a chance to get 
one step closer to that critical goal. Your vote can pro-
tect unborn lives in Louisiana for generations to come! 
 

On Nov. 3, 2020, on the same ballot as the presidential 
election, there will be a question awaiting you: “Do you 
support an amendment declaring that, to protect human 
life, a right to abortion and the funding of abortion shall 
not be found in the Louisiana Constitution?”  We sure 
hope your answer is “YES!” 
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