


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 

NEW ORLEANS, LA 
October 4, 2020 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

As you gaze upon the magnificent stained-glass windows in our church that portray the life of 
St. Francis of Assisi, which one is your favorite? If I were to take a vote, I think the one that 
portrays Francis with the animals would be the winner. The dominant narrative about St. 
Francis is that he was someone who simply "loved animals," which is why his likeness is 
placed in gardens the world over and people bring their pets to church to receive a blessing on 
his feast day.  

Many people love Francis – or dismiss him – as a romantic, cutesy, kind, unthreatening, may-
be even a naive figure. Yet, the early Franciscan sources reveal that he was anything but these 
things. As one Franciscan theologian writes that we may “love” Francis and his legacy for the 
wrong reason. St. Francis called all creatures — and not merely those nonhuman animals we 
classify as feeling, but rocks and trees alike — his sisters and brothers because, in a real sense, 
they are. On the elemental level, we share a common compositional DNA of sorts with all cre-
ation. We are made of the same substances as everything else that exists: carbon, oxygen, hy-
drogen, nitrogen and so on. Genesis 2 proclaims what we humans so often refuse to accept: 
that we are made from the ‘dust of the earth’ and to that dust, like all creatures, we will return.  

On the evolutionary level we are part of an ‘entangled bank’ as Charles Darwin creatively put 
it, joined to other creatures by the branches of creation's large family tree. 
 

On a pragmatic level, we survive only because of the care and resources the rest of the family 
of creation provides for us. The air we breathe, the clothes we wear, the food we eat, and the water we drink— 
none of these are of our own making. We cannot survive by ourselves. We are in many ways an extremely weak 
and vulnerable species, dependent on the rest of creation for our daily existence . . . 
 

As Christians, we believe that we are part of God's family of creation, but we rarely act like it. We choose to fol-
low the primordial model of Genesis 3. We put ourselves in God’s place. We are witnessing the consequences of 
our exaggerated pride on display before us in the manifold crises of pollution, extinction and global climate 
change. For these reasons the late St. John Paul II declared him patron saint of ecologists. 

One of my favorite windows in our church is the one that depicts Francis’ visit to the Sultan of 
Egypt. The encounter between the patron saint of Italy and the Sultan of Egypt and of Syria took 
place 801 years ago. This encounter has been a subject of artists for centuries. In May of this 
year, I received a book from Friar Carlo Bottero, Director of the Photo Archives in Assisi. The 
book displays the encounter of Francis with the Sultan in various art forms and contains a photo-
graph of our window.  
 

The dialogue between the two lasted several days. It serves as an inspiration to the fraternity of 
Christians and Muslims in the East as in the West. This meeting teaches us the method of com-
parison between a responsible politics sensitive to the sacred and religious representative sensi-
tive to peace. Francis succeeded in his intention to testify to the Sultan Muslim the truth of the 
Christian faith as no one before or after had every done including the priests, the governors, and 
the Christian soldiers. 

As a young man, Francis was what today we call a “spoiled rich kid” and 
“party animal.” A series of harsh experiences including war, captivity and 
sickness turned his heart from worldly ambition. A breakthrough in his life 
came when he kissed a leper he met on the road. Afterward he took to empty-
ing his father’s warehouse of clothes to give to the poor. After stripping him-
self of his own fine clothes before his father, he vowed to recognize no other 
father but God in heaven. These two windows dramatically portray his conver-
sion. Afterward, his behavior made, as we say today, “a complete 180.” He 
renounced what would have been a cushy life. Initially, folks considered him 
simply weird: a Jesus freak.  
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Uptown Canticle - continued 

The window to the right as you enter church captures Francis receiving the stigmata, the 
five wounds of the crucified Christ. We hear in Paul’s letter to the Galatians, “May I never 
boast of anything but the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” What appeared externally on 
Francis’ body was reflective of his interior conformity to the lived example of Christ. So 
often we judge from the exterior – how someone dresses, how or what someone speaks 
where someone lives, or what someone does.  
 

The grace of the stigmata given to Francis was not some random burden or some freak 
sideshow illness. It is a visual and corporeal representation of what only God can typically 
see – a baptized man who lived as fully as he could bearing the resemblance of Christ. 
This feast of St. Francis and the 130th titular solemnity of our parish invites us to look 
within, see how each of us does or does not bear the marks of Christ in our thoughts, 
words and deeds. Perhaps we will not receive the marks of Christ in the form of five 
wounds, but we could certainly-and should certainly–make visible in our world the pres-
ence of Christ in every other way.   
 

We invite you to join us at mass this weekend for the celebration of our parish’s titular 
feast. After mass stay and listen to some “Music from the Porch” on the front lawn of the 
rectory. Bring a lawn chair to enjoy the music together but separately. Pick up a Grab and 
Go Picnic meal.  
 

On Wednesday, October 7th  I invited Father Buddy Noel, Pastor of Our Lady of Prompt Succor Parish in West-
wego and Chief Ecumenical Officer for the Archdiocese to offer his reflection on “The Spirit of St. Francis of As-
sisi.” We will also live stream to our Facebook page his presentation from church beginning at 6:30 pm.  

The literature describes St. Francis as a teacher of humility and the Sultan Muhammad as a kind sovereign atten-
tively listening to his interlocutor. Muslim Sultan and the Christian saint compare and discover similarities and 
differences about Christology. Also, the common feeling of believers in the same God, One and merciful. Evident 
signs of a recognition of faith, holiness and historic responsibility were seen in the offering of hospitality, respect, 
the exchange, and the gifts that the saint refused that was consistence with his vow of poverty. And the salute of 
peace between the Muslim Sultan and the Christian friar are universal and not unilateral. 
 

The authors of this book are convinced, contrary to many that from this encounter came great results and conse-
quences for peace between Christians and Muslims, East and West. For the intimate testimony of the Christianity 
interpreted by a saint and the search for a full profound, integral and universal knowledge of the Muslim Sultan. In 
their dialogue, they discover they are brothers and not enemies.  
 

Pope Francis will visit the Italian town of Assisi on October 3 to sign a new encyclical entitled Fratelli tutti or 
“All Brothers” which could also be translated “Brothers and sisters, all”. The encyclical will focus on the theme of 
human fraternity and social friendship. Sources say the encyclical recognizes each other as brothers and sisters, 
and the importance of this in the contemporary world for the promotion of peace, harmony and solidarity between 
individuals and nations. The theme takes on a particular relevance given the dramatic situation in the world today 
in which the coronavirus pandemic is causing great suffering to millions of people in more than 188 countries and 
territories.  
 

We must move beyond the birdbath and garden image of St. Francis as a medieval petting-zoo mascot or state 
simply that he "loved animals". We must nurture the radical truth about God and the creation he intended. As we 
struggle to bridge the gap between our religious, social and political differences and to mend our broken earth and 
reclaim our environment for our children and our children’s children, may we begin by embracing the spirit of 
Francis of Assisi: that we are one with God’s creation and that we have been entrusted with the care of that crea-
tion for the good of all the world’s peoples, made one in the image and love of our Creator. 

Join us at the family table of the Eucharist by reserving a seat. Call Teresa, in the parish office or visit our website:  
https://www.stfrancisuptown.com/mass-rsvp.  Please observe the guidelines in this bulletin and on our parish web-
site. You do not need to be a registered parishioner to attend Mass at St. Francis, but can use this occasion to be 
among the members of the flock of St. Francis of Assisi by registering on our website www.stfrancisuptown.com 
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Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Lucille Mire McCann 

Mass Intentions 

SATURDAY, October 3 - 4:00pm - Lucille Mire, Robert 

McIntyre, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Julia Pansano, Henry 

Schorr, Genevieve Young, Peggy Young Condon, Angie 

Imbraguglio Blaszczyk, Janice Lisotta Matherne 

SUNDAY, October 4- 9:30am - Parishioners 

11:30am  - Betsie Melancon 

MONDAY, October 5 -  Sister Leyla Cerda, CSJ 

TUESDAY, October 6 -  Penny Nobles 

WEDNESDAY, October 7 - Loretta McVeigh 

THURSDAY, October 8 -  All Souls Book of Remem-

brance 

FRIDAY, October 9 - Ludivine Lambert Metge 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

October 4th - October 10th  
 

Sunday Is 5:1-7; Ps 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20;  

 Phil 4:6-9; Mt 21:33-43 
 

Monday Gal 1:6-12; Ps 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 and 10c;  

 Lk 10:25-37  
 

Tuesday Gal 1:13-24; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15;  

 Lk 10:38-42 
 

Wednesday Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Lk 11:1-4 
 

Thursday Gal 3:1-5; Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75; Lk 11:5-13 
 

Friday Gal 3:7-14; Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 11:15-26 
 

Saturday Gal 3:22-29; Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 11:27-28 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette 
Clark, Cathy Dermady, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, 
James Ira Ford, Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Tamberly Gray, Ryan 
Hartley, Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith 
Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann 
McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Lynn Mid-
dleton, Jeff Mitchener, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, 
Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven 
Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred 
Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert 
Schwab, Ainsley, Antoine and Andre Saleun, Louis Scott, 
Sr., Samantha Smith, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy 
Williams, Residents of Hainkel, Covenant and Poydras 
Homes and Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

September 26-27, 2020 

 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

          Envelopes                                                                   $1,924.00 
          Loose                                                                                                                                      $870.00 
          E-Giving                                                                                                                                          $842.00 
          TOTAL                                                                                                                                       $3,636.00 

Second Collections 
            Matthew 25 Ministry                                                                                  $5.00 
                    
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

Join us this weekend to Celebrate the  
 

Titular Solemnity of Titular Solemnity of Titular Solemnity of Titular Solemnity of     

St. Francis of AssisiSt. Francis of AssisiSt. Francis of AssisiSt. Francis of Assisi    
 

Saturday, October 3, 2020 

4:00pm Vigil 
 

Sunday, October 4, 2020 

9:30am and 11:30am 

 

After all the masses this weekend we invite 
you to listen to and enjoy “Music from the 
Porch” of the rectory. You will also be able to 
pick a “Grab and Go” to enjoy with your fam-
ily provided by Lagniappe Luncheonette and 
Catering.  

    

Blessing of the PetsBlessing of the PetsBlessing of the PetsBlessing of the Pets    

Saturday Saturday Saturday Saturday ----    October 3rdOctober 3rdOctober 3rdOctober 3rd    

9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am ----    Rectory LawnRectory LawnRectory LawnRectory Lawn 

In observance of  
St. Francis of Assisi Feast Day,  
the Parish Office will be closed  

Monday, October 5, 2020. 
 

Mass will be celebrated at 8:30am in Church. 
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The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is the 

process for initiation into the Catholic Church and an 

opportunity for those interested in becoming Catholic to 

explore the life and teachings of Christ through prayer, 

study, reflection, and community. For more information 

contact Christi Schott at (504) 891-4479  or 

cschott@stfrancisuptown.com. 

St. Francis Parish School of Religion 

 

St. Francis’ PSR program provides religious instruction 
(catechism) for children not currently enrolled in Catho-
lic school and to all students preparing for Eucharist 
and Confirmation.  
 

For more information, please contact Christi Schott at 

(504)227-3765 or cschott@stfrancisuptown.com. 

Entering & Leaving:  Church pews are marked and 
roped off.  When Mass has ended, please do not gather 
in groups outside of church or in the parking lot.  Con-
tinue to social distance 

During Mass:  Wear a mask during Mass aside from 
receiving Communion.  Be mindful of social distanc-
ing and maintain 6 feet  from others at all times.  For 
weekend Masses, a worship aid will be available at the 
entrances.  You may place your regular offering for 
support and other collections in the baskets in the center 
aisle and side doors.  The Offertory procession is omit-
ted.  We can express the sign of peace by means of a 
smile and/or nod of the head. 
Reception of Holy Communion:  Bring hand sanitizer 
to use before receiving Communion.  During Commun-
ion, form a single line and observe the social distancing 
blue lines on the floor of the aisles.  We ask everyone to 
receive Holy Communion in the hand rather than on the 
tongue.  You will receive the Body of Christ in the form 
of bread only.  When approaching the priest or Extraor-
dinary Minister of Holy Communion, place your hand 
flatly atop the other and fully extend your arm toward 
the priest or minster who will place the Host on your 
hand in a manner to avoid any contact with your hand. 

General Guidelines for Mass Attendance:  

Confirmation Mass  
 

Please pray for St. Francis’ 11th and 
12th grade Confirmation candidates as 
they enter the final weeks of preparation 
for Confirmation. The Confirmation 
mass will take place Wednesday, October 14 at 
7:00pm with Archbishop Alfred Hughes and will be 
available for livestream on the parish’s Facebook 
page http://www.facebook.com/sfauptown.  

After a seven month delay due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, Cornell Zimmer and his associ-
ates are planning to arrive at St. Francis of Assisi on Monday afternoon, October 5 to begin 
the installation of our new pipe organ. They are planning to drive down from North Caroli-
na with 2 24' trucks, as well as their personal truck/trailer.   
 

The physical installation should take no longer than two weeks.  The installers will work 
around the clock and our worship schedule. Once the installation is complete they will 
clean and load everything up hopefully by Friday Oct 16. At that time, they will also take 
the digital loaner organ with them.  Because pipe voicing will begin the week of October 
18 our organist Thomas Wright will only have use of the piano for our masses hopefully 

until the celebration of All Saints Day, November 1.  While the crew members are on-site voicing, it is imperative 
to have quiet, uninterrupted time in the church to achieve necessary sound goals.   
 

Once the installation is complete we plan to invite those physically able to take a hike up the 
choir loft stairs to have an up-close view of the console, pipework and wood cabinetry. In 
the near future we will reschedule our inaugural concert, blessing and dedication. We are 
even more excited than Cornell Zimmer to begin the installation, and finally see Our Organ: 
An Instrument for Peace through to completion!  If you have not seen the donor plaque of 
the generous parishioners and friends of St. Francis of Assisi Parish whose stewardship 
made this a reality, take a moment to glance at it as you leave church.  

The Spirit of St. Francis of Assisi  
Presentation 

 

Father Buddy Noel, pastor of Our Lady of 
Prompt Succor Parish in Westwego and Chief 
Ecumenical Officer for the Archdiocese of New 
Orleans, will speak on the Spirit of St. Francis 
of Assisi on Wednesday, October 7, 2020 at 
6:30 p.m. 
 

The presentation will also be streamed live from 
our church and posted on our parish Facebook 
page. 
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Breaking Open the Readings 

For more information on how to pray with scripture and ways to incorporate the daily 

scripture readings into your life, please visit https://bible.usccb.org/ (United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops). 
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BaptismsBaptismsBaptismsBaptisms    

into the family of  the Catholic Church into the family of  the Catholic Church into the family of  the Catholic Church into the family of  the Catholic Church     

St. Francis of Assisi Church St. Francis of Assisi Church St. Francis of Assisi Church St. Francis of Assisi Church     
    

WelcomesWelcomesWelcomesWelcomes    

McVea Alexander RobinsonMcVea Alexander RobinsonMcVea Alexander RobinsonMcVea Alexander Robinson    

Whitley Louise RummerWhitley Louise RummerWhitley Louise RummerWhitley Louise Rummer    

All Saints & All Souls Day  
Altar Flowers 

 

If you would like to contribute to the 
flowers that adorn the altar for All 
Saints Day in memory of a loved one, 
please use the “All Saints Day Flower 

Offering” envelopes that was mailed with your 
Church contribution envelopes. These may be 
placed in the Offertory basket. Extra envelopes are 
available on the tables at the doors of the Church. A 
list of the memorials and names of donors will be 
placed in the bulletin the weekend of November 1st. 

ALL SOULS  
BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 

 

Enrollment in the annual All 
Souls Book of Remembrance 
begins this week and continues 
through Monday, October 19th. 

All names received will be inscribed in the  book 
which will be placed at the Baptismal Font during 
the month of November remembering those who 
died in Christ in the waters of baptism will rise 
with him to new and eternal life. After November 
we will move the book to the front of the shrine 
of our Blessed Mother.  One Mass will be offered 
each week for a period of one year, beginning 
with the feast of All Souls on November 2nd. Ex-
tra envelopes and white remembrance sheets are 
located on the tables at the doors of the Church.  
Do not list names on the envelope itself. Please 
print names clearly on the white remembrance 
sheets provided. Completed requests and dona-
tions may be placed in the collection basket at 
Mass or returned to the Parish Center Office. 

IMPORTANT DATES  
 

♦ Early voting: Oct. 16-27 Mon – Sat 8 am - 7 pm 
♦ Re ister to vote in person/b  mail - Oct. 5 

♦ Register through GeauxVote.com  by Oct. 13. 
♦ Request absentee mail ballot by Oct 30 4:30 pm 
♦ Registrar of voters must receive mail ballot by Nov. 2 

@ 4:30 p.m.  
♦ For more information: https://nola.gov/registrar/ 

 
Civilize It: Dignity beyond the Debate 

Catholics, have a tradition of putting faith in action 
through engagement in the political process. Don’t 
allow vitriolic rhetoric to turn you & others off from 
engaging in the public square. Join Civilize It, a 
Catholic call for people to honor each other’s dignity 
by engaging in respectful dialogue. Take the pledge 
& find  resources at CivilizeIt.or  to bring civility to 
your home, school, workplace, and community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“This week, the archdiocese is going to 
“Shine A Light” on us! Check out the archdi-
ocesan social media accounts throughout the 
week to support and share the brightness of 

our parish! To show your support, share how 
our parish has been a light to YOU, using the 

hashtag #shinealight!” 

https://www.facebook.com/archdioceseofno/ 
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