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Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

When was the last time you received a “DARE”? As children we probably never backed down from a dare. 
Well, maybe a few. How about a double-dare? Even fewer. “Oh yeah? Well, I triple dog dare you!” A triple-

dog-dare? Often a great deal of bravado accompanies a dare, but by the time the goading gets to a triple-do-

dare, there can be no backing down.  
 

For the third Sunday in a row Jesus seems to be purposely goading “the chief priests and elders of the people” 
into angry retaliation for his words of judgment.  Like last week’s parable of the vineyard, this parable of the 
wedding banquet is also an allegory in which every word and image stands for something other than what is 
actually being said at the time. Jesus is relentless in the message of these parables because of what is at stake: 
living in the “kingdom of heaven,” receiving a judgment for fullness of Life, and sharing in the divine wed-
ding feast.  
 

Jesus issues each of us a triple-dog-dare. This dare we cannot refuse. We are to embrace conversion of life 
and choose to believe in him and come to his wedding feast. We are all invited guests. Sometimes, though, we 
do refuse the invitation like those in the parable invited to the wedding feast of the king’s son. Despite Jesus 
goading, we sometimes refuse the dare and say no to the invitation.  
 

In these parables we are witnessing the World Series of salvation! Rounding third and heading home – for 
Jesus, but not for the religious leaders of his time. Unless they change their game plan, the final score will be 
religious leaders, 0; Jesus 1. Within the Christian community we always have those members who refuse the 
invitation from God in one way or another. They want the safe, soft side of discipleship. They shy away from 
the more challenging work of outreach and social justice. They want the blessings from God, but cannot find 
the time to share in the work of ministry. They want peace on earth, but they do not want to work toward that 
end. They want an end to world hunger, but they do not want to miss a meal themselves or contribute to work 
toward that end.  
 

When the king’s invited guests refused this invitation, he did what many coaches on sports teams will do. He 
shifted the lineup that was on the field. When a coach believes that the players in the game at any moment 
have lost their energy or their focus or their desire to win, the coach does not just concede the game to the 
other team. The coach is more likely to bench those who were playing and put somebody else in the game in-
stead. God has the authority to bench those who refuse to answer God’s invitation of conversion and service.  
 

While none of us would be so foolish as to refuse an invitation to a private audience with Pope Francis, we do 
often refuse God’s many invitations that are far more important. And we would be expected to wear the ap-
propriate dress while in the Pope’s presence. Folks of my generation remember a time when people dressed 
up for Mass, (a few still do), concerts and even airline travel. Men wore suits and ties; women wore hats and 
gloves and high heels. Life is different today but most of us understand about proper dress.  
 

What about this guest who comes to the banquet without a wedding garment? And what is this necessary 
wedding garment? The fault of the unrobed wedding guest involves fruitfulness. The unrobed guest does not 
show the fruits of living as a guest at the banquet of grace. We are invited to the Eucharistic feast every Sun-
day. The current pandemic has prevented many of the faithful from responding to the invitation. Are we tak-
ing the opportunity to view the live stream in our home in a spirit of prayer? How do we prepare ourselves for 
the celebration? And when we do come, but do we truly prepare and participate in this banquet? We are invit-
ed to a feast of generosity through many opportunities to share our gifts with others less fortunate than our-
selves. Do we willingly donate time, energy or resources to others? We are invited to a feast of relationships 
within family, workplace and neighborhood. How do we share our values and spirituality with others?  
 

The scandal of the refusal of our King’s invitation indicates why sin is so damaging and our conversion so 
important.  A refused invitation, a metaphor for sin, weakens our relationship with God as well as each other. 
A refused invitation is also a missed opportunity for a fine banquet. Places are reserved for each of us. 
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Uptown Canticle - continued 

For those parishioners we cannot accommodate in the church or who are fearful to gather with us, Archbishop 
Aymond has given permission to distribute Holy Communion after mass outdoors. He strongly suggested that 
we not give Holy Communion to people in vehicles. He recommends that we do so outside where people can 
form a communion line and observe social distancing. Therefore, after each mass, weather permitting, I will 
be available to distribute Holy Communion in the front lawn of the rectory. I suggest that as you approach me 
to receive the Body of Christ you pray the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  
 

Please remember Archbishop Aymond has dispensed the people of the Archdiocese from the obligation to 
attend Sunday Mass. If someone is vulnerable and not feeling well, we ask that you not celebrate Mass in 
church with other people. We will continue to live stream the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday from church. Daily 
mass in church - Monday, Wednesday through Friday 8:30 am and Tuesday at 6:00 pm. No reservation is 
necessary for daily mass. We will no longer live stream daily mass.  

Isaiah give us a picture of God’s feast on the mountaintop, Jerusalem. God takes us from a funeral procession 
and leads us to a surprise party for humanity. Isaiah invites us to dream, to contemplate, to try to imagine 
what it is that God offers and hopes for us. When have you received a triple-dog-dare from Jesus? How did 
you respond? When has the King’s invitation to the wedding feast come to you? The parable insists that the 
only sufficient credential for kingdom citizenship is a transformed life. 
 

What feast will we choose? Will we come? Will we accept the divine triple-dog-dare to live in such a way 
that one day we will share in the fullness of Life God offers and sit forever at the eternal wedding banquet of 
love.? 

Our Organ - An Instrument  for Peace 

 

After almost an eight month delay caused by the Coro-
navirus pandemic, the Cornel Zimmer Organ builders 
arrived from Denver, North Carolina on Monday 
morning October 5, 2020. Pictured here are just a few 
of the numerous pieces, parts and pipes that very soon 
will become Our Organ, An Instrument for Peace. This 
weekend some of our pews will be reserved for the 
larger pipes in this picture. The installation is schedule 
to be completed by Saturday, October 17. Then the 
voicing of  1,000 pipes begins. We are hoping that you 
will hear it for the first time at the Solemnity of All 
Saints, Sunday, November 1. Thomas Wright, Jr, our 
Liturgical Music Director, is in the process of resched-
uling our inaugural concert soon after. Stay tuned! 
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Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Betsie Melancon 

Mass Intentions 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

There are a number of Bible verses Christians 
have memorized.  One of them is in Saint 
Paul’s letter to the Philippians found in this 
weekend’s second reading:  “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me” (4:13).  
Most people define themselves either by their 
problems or their possibilities.  Fearful people 
wake up each morning ensnared by their prob-
lems.  Christian stewards wake up reflecting on 
their possibilities with confidence and hope.  
Some stewardship reflection questions for the 
week:  What challenges do you back away from 
because you doubt that you are up to them?  
What would you attempt tomorrow if you were 
sure God would help you? 

SATURDAY, October 10  

4:00pm - Nancy Clair McCann, Robert McIntyre, Margaret 

“Butsy” Ross, Julia Pansano, Henry Schorr, Janice Lisotta 

Matherne 

SUNDAY, October 11 

9:30am - Betsy Melancon, Orlin Corey  

11:30am  - Parishioners 

MONDAY, October 12 - Phil & Esther Miller 

TUESDAY, October 13 - Shirley Landry 

WEDNESDAY, October 14 - Agnes Kilroy 

THURSDAY, October 15 - In Thanksgiving 

FRIDAY, October 16 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

October 11th - October 17th  
 

Sunday Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Phil 4:12-

  14, 19-20; Mt 22:1-14 or Mt 22:1-10 

Monday Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31—5:1; Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4,  

 5a and 6-7; Lk 11:29-32 

Tuesday Gal 5:1-6; Ps 119:41, 43, 44, 45, 47, 48; 

 Lk 11:37-41 

Wednesday Gal 5:18-25; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Lk 11:42-46 

Thursday Eph 1:1-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6;  

 Lk 11:47-54 

Friday Eph 1:11-14; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 12-13; Lk 12:1-7 

Saturday Eph 1:15-23; Ps 8:2-3ab, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 12:8-12 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Christopher Brew-
ster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy 
Dermady, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, 
Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry 
Heller, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Rob-
ert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig 
Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, 
John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige 
Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Bet-
ty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin 
Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert Schwab, Ainsley, Antoine and Andre 
Saleun, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Sara Surgi, Deacon 
Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Hainkel, Covenant 
and Poydras Homes and Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

October 3-4, 2020 

 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

          Envelopes                                                                   $2,818.00 
          Loose                                                                                                                     $2,347.00 
          E-Giving                                                                                                                              $1,297.00 
          TOTAL                                                                                                                                       $6,462.00 

Second Collections 
            Matthew 25 Ministry                                                                        $96.00 
                    
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

All Saints & All Souls Day  
Altar Flowers 

 

If you would like to contribute to 
the flowers that adorn the altar for 
All Saints Day in memory of a 
loved one, please use the “All 
Saints Day Flower Offering” enve-

lopes that was mailed with your Church contribu-
tion envelopes. These may be placed in the Offer-
tory basket. Extra envelopes are available on the 
tables at the doors of the Church. A list of the me-
morials and names of donors will be placed in the 
bulletin the weekend of November 1st. 

POPE FRANCIS’ OCTOBER PRAYER INTENTION 

 

The Laity’s Mission in the Church: “We pray that by 
the virtue of baptism, the laity, especially women, may 
participate more in areas of responsibility in the 
Church.”  
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The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is the 

process for initiation into the Catholic Church and an 

opportunity for those interested in becoming Catholic 

to explore the life and teachings of Christ through pray-

er, study, reflection, and community. For more infor-

mation please contact Christi Schott at (504) 891-4479  

or cschott@stfrancisuptown.com. 

Entering & Leaving:  Church pews are marked 
and roped off.  When Mass has ended, please do 
not gather in groups outside of church or in the 
parking lot.  Continue to social distance 

 

During Mass:  Wear a mask during Mass 
aside from receiving Communion.  Be mind-
ful of social distancing and maintain 6 feet  from 
others at all times.  For weekend Masses, a wor-
ship aid will be available at the entrances.  You 
may place your regular offering for support and 
other collections in the baskets in the center aisle 
and side doors.  The Offertory procession is 
omitted.  We can express the sign of peace by 
means of a smile and/or nod of the head. 
 

Reception of Holy Communion:  Bring hand 
sanitizer to use before receiving Communion.  
During the distribution of Holy Communion, 
form a single line and observe the social distanc-
ing blue lines on the floor of the aisles.  We ask 
everyone to receive Holy Communion in the 
hand rather than on the tongue.  You will receive 
the Body of Christ in the form of bread only.  
When approaching the priest or Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion, place your hand 
flatly atop the other and fully extend your arm 
toward the priest or minster who will place the 
Host on your hand in a manner to avoid any con-
tact with your hand. 

Guidelines for Mass Attendance:  

Confirmation Mass  
 

Please pray for the 11th and 12th grade 

Confirmation candidates as they cele-

brate the sacrament of Confirmation 

with Archbishop Alfred Hughes this 

Wednesday, October 14 at 7:00pm at St. Francis. A 

few candidates from Holy Name of Jesus Parish who 

missed their Spring Confirmation because of the pan-

demic will join our candidates. The mass will be 

livestreamed on the parish’s Facebook page at http://

www.facebook.com/sfauptown.  

Blessing of the Pets 

 

On Saturday, October 3rd  we celebrated 

Blessing of the Pets in the front yard of the 

Rectory.  It was a beautiful day for many fam-

ilies to bring their four legged family mem-

bers for the blessing. 
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Breaking Open the Readings 

For more information on how to pray with scripture and ways to incorporate the daily 

scripture readings into your life, please visit https://bible.usccb.org/ (United States 
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ALL SOULS  
BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 

 

Enrollment in the annual All 
Souls Book of Remembrance 
begins this week and continues 
through Monday, October 19th. 

All names received will be inscribed in the  book 
which will be placed at the Baptismal Font during 
the month of November remembering those who 
died in Christ in the waters of baptism will rise 
with him to new and eternal life. After November 
we will move the book to the front of the shrine 
of our Blessed Mother.  One Mass will be offered 
each week for a period of one year, beginning 
with the feast of All Souls on November 2nd. Ex-
tra envelopes and white remembrance sheets are 
located on the tables at the doors of the Church.  
Do not list names on the envelope itself. Please 
print names clearly on the white remembrance 
sheets provided. Completed requests and dona-
tions may be placed in the collection basket at 
Mass or returned to the Parish Center Office. 

 

 

 

 

 

Political engagement is part of our Catholic Call   
 

In their statement on Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship, the U.S. Catholic bishops 

urge Catholics to form their consciences through 
being open to truth,  studying Scripture and 
Church teaching, examining facts and back-
ground information, and prayerful reflection. 

 

Visit  FaithfulCitizenship.or  to learn about the 
steps you can take to form your conscience, 

watch videos and access other great resources 
on conscience formation for faithful citizens.  

Copies of the statement will be available 
 in church next weekend. 

Mass for Victims and Survivors of Violence 

 

Archbishop Gregory Aymond will celebrate the Mass 
Sunday October 25th at the 11:00 am Mass at St. Louis 
Cathedral. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are unable 
to gather in large numbers & will not have reserved seat-
ing & reception for the families & survivors. The Mass 
will be televised on WLAE-TV & live-streamed at http://
thedailymass.com/. We hope that you can attend through 
social media. Archbishop Aymond expresses his prayerful 
hope that all will join their prayers with his in solidarity 
with those who have lost loved ones to violence.  

The Beginning Experience on Nov. 13-15 is a won-
derful healing experience for those suffering loss of a 
spouse through death or separation/divorce.  Previous 
attendees can attest to the new hope they received & 
the powerful safe & loving environment they found in 
the experience. 
 

Call, text, or email Roslyn at (504) 481-1083;  
rosemill@charter.net 

Mothers Prayers Group  
 

Meets Virtually  
Wednesdays at 10:00am  

 

Moms in every stage of parenting are welcome.  
  

For more information contact Melisa Rey 
504.227.3766 or familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 

Prayer for Life 

 

October is Respect Life Month.  
 

Let us pray, Father and maker of all, you adorn 
all creation with splendor and beauty and fashion 
human lives in your image and likeness. Awaken 

in every heart reverence for the work of your 
hands and renew among your people a readiness 
to nurture and sustain your precious gift of life. 
Grant this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your 

son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen  
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