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Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

Willkommen, Bienvenue, Welcome! In the Broadway play and movie “Cabaret” set in 1931 Ber-
lin there’s a catchy song about money: “That clinking, clanking sound ... Money makes the 
world go around, the world go around, Money makes the world go around, it makes the 
world go ‘round.”  
 

Money made the world go around back in Jesus’ time, too. The temple tax coin was the Tyrian shekel. In 
the time of Jesus, it most likely bore the image of the reigning Caesar Tiberius. The coin was inscribed 
“son of the divine Augustus,” the first emperor of Rome who died when Jesus was 14. The coin may have 
been an earlier minting of the image of Emperor Augustus himself. Now dead for more than a decade, 
Augustus was being remembered as divine. Jesus’ words to the Pharisees and Herodians are among his 
greatest teachings: “Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.” 

 

Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar? The question is not simply one of economics or politics or dual citi-
zenship. It is essentially a question of conscience. This Gospel is really not about whether we pay too 
much tax or whether we should pay none or more. It is a question of what to do when allegiance to Cae-
sar conflicts with our allegiance to Christ and his gospel or what we should do when the God we serve 
and the government to which we pledge allegiance are pulling us into a situation of divided loyalties. 
Who or what do I give importance to in the way I live my life. Who or what are the gods in my life and 
how much energy do I give to them? In other words, to paraphrase the credit card ad, “What’s in your 
wallet?” 

 

When Jesus asks, “Whose face is on the coin” of the Roman Empire, he’s really asking, “Who or what 
are the rivals to God in your life? What personalities, what ideologies, what prejudices, what addictions, 
what economics, what possessions?” He’s asking, “Where is your allegiance?” The Pharisees and the 
Herodians, who never agree about anything, did agree that Jesus challenged their sets of world views. 
They had no interest and no personal investment in the question. Their only interest was to trap Jesus. So 
Jesus challenges them and us to do a personal inventory and decide who are the Caesars that we attach 
ourselves to, and do we sometimes give to them what we should give to God. 
 

Jesus language suggests that we have a dual allegiance, both to the teachings and commands of God and 
to the government under whose flag and laws we live. Neither side can be dismissed. As Christians we 
should render what is due to Caesar and Christ until we come to the point where obedience to one leads 
to a moral conflict with the other. Jesus’ answer places us in the position of having to balance our re-
sponsibilities as citizens of both an earthly realm and a spiritual realm.  
 

We pay all kinds of taxes all the time. The issue for most of us is not really about paying taxes as much 
as it is about paying attention to what our government is doing, and whether or not we can in good con-
science support its actions. Any one of us could cite a number of issues that speak to the challenges 
where the church and government are either in conflict or opposed to each other. And we find devout 
Christians on both sides of all the issues. The “way of God” is not found in opposing civil and religious 
realms, but in acting as Jesus would in both areas of life, responding appropriately in each “kingdom.”  
 

The prophet Isaiah made it clear that God can work through human governments. God tells the people 
through the prophet that King Cyrus – the pagan, pork eating Persian – is my servant, a person God will 
bless to bring about God’s purposes. Yes, it is hard to believe our national leaders and the presidents and 
prime ministers of other nations will be instruments of God’s will. I confess that is a stretch for many of 
us and for some an outrageous, even laughable idea. When have you been rescued, supported or other-
wise helped by someone who you considered unlikely to do so? A rival or someone who’s been unkind 
in the past? God is in charge and can work through even the least likely people. 
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TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

Mass for Victims and Survivors of Violence 

 

Archbishop Gregory Aymond will celebrate the Mass Sunday October 25th at the 11:00 am Mass at St. Louis Ca-
thedral. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are unable to gather in large numbers & will not have reserved seating 
& reception for the families & survivors. The Mass will be televised on WLAE-TV & live-streamed at http://
thedailymass.com/. We hope that you can attend through social media. Archbishop Aymond expresses his prayer-
ful hope that all will join their prayers with his in solidarity with those who have lost loved ones to violence.  

For those parishioners we cannot accommodate in the church or who are fearful to gather with us, Arch-
bishop Aymond has given permission to distribute Holy Communion after mass outdoors. He strongly 
suggested that we not give Holy Communion to people in vehicles. He recommends that we do so outside 
where people can form a communion line and observe social distancing. Therefore, after each mass, 
weather permitting, I will be available to distribute Holy Communion in the front lawn of the rectory. I 
suggest that as you approach me to receive the Body of Christ you pray the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  
 

Please remember Archbishop Aymond has dispensed the people of the Archdiocese from the obligation to 
attend Sunday Mass. If someone is vulnerable and not feeling well, we ask that you not celebrate Mass in 
church with other people. We will continue to live stream the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday from church. Dai-
ly mass in church - Monday, Wednesday through Friday 8:30 am and Tuesday at 6:00 pm. No reservation 
is necessary for daily mass. We will no longer live stream daily mass.  

What do we expect and demand from our government that we support with our tax dollars? What does 
conscience demand of us as Catholic Christians when the actions of our government and the teachings of 
our faith appear to be in conflict? This has never been an easy issue, but as Christians we have never 
been excused from engaging it.  
 

As the 2020 Presidential Election approaches on November 3, this weekend 
Archbishop Aymond is making available a summary of Parts I and II of the US 
bishops’ reflection, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship. In his let-
ter of introduction, he states “There are many moral and social issues we must 
be aware of to form our conscience and decide how to vote…Abortion and eu-
thanasia are identified in the bishops’ document as being preeminent issues 
because it is upon the protect and sanctity of human life within the family unit 
that all other issues are built. This does not mean we can dismiss or ignore 
other serious threats to human life and dignity or caring for the vulnerable 
among us. But we must stand firm on issues that directly attack life itself, the 
most fundamental good and the condition for all others.” I invite you to take 
home a copy and to study it prayerfully to make a responsible decision based 
on a well-formed conscience in the upcoming election. 
 

Getting our priorities straight is what Jesus is pushing us to do in today’s Gospel. What and who help 
me give to God what belongs to God? Give to Caesar what is his. For some of us, our wealth and the 
lifestyle, comfort and security that it buys, is indeed a rival to the God that draws us here. And some-
times, we’ll sacrifice our ethics and morals to advance that wealth. Many of those Caesars of our lives 
do have real importance and some rightful claim on our time and devotion. But keep them in the proper 
perspective. Don’t make them our be all and end all, overshadowing faith and family, our health and 
moral integrity. Don’t give to them what rightly belongs to God alone: our confidence, our trust, our 
humble service, our surrender, and our most fundamental and ultimate allegiance. What we owe to God 
is a “blank check.” 
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Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Julia Pansano 

Mass Intentions 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

Jesus offers us a profound teaching on steward-
ship in this weekend’s reading:  What belongs to 
Caesar?  What belongs to God?  Christian stew-
ards recognize that everything they have belongs 
to God.  God created them, and God has claims 
on every part of their existence.  They also realize 
that the sovereign is an institution whose nature 
and purpose is to promote the common good and 
protect the welfare of its citizenry.  As long as it 
accomplishes this mission while treating every 
single person with deep respect, justice and com-
passion, it merits the steward’s support and coop-
eration.  Christian stewards know what belongs to 
the Lord, and they are better citizens when they 
live their lives according to his Gospel. 

SATURDAY, October 17 

4:00pm - Lucille Mire McCann, Robert McIntyre, Margaret 

“Butsy” Ross, Julia Pansano, Henry Schorr, Keith Schott 

SUNDAY, October 18 

9:30am - Parishioners 

11:30am  - Betsie Melancon, Alan “Pops” Amundson, 

Jeanne Serpas Metge, Ken Bohne, Clarence Edwards,  

Charlie Ives 

MONDAY, October 19 - Marion & Freida Morris 

TUESDAY, October 20 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 

WEDNESDAY, October 21 - Shirley Landry 

THURSDAY, October 22 - Dorothy McRae 

FRIDAY, October 23 - Keith Schott 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

October 18th - October 24th  
 

Sunday Is 45:1, 4-6; Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10;  

    1 Thes 1:1-5b; Mt 22:15-21 

Monday Eph 2:1-10; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4ab, 4c-5;  

    Lk 12:13-21 

Tuesday Eph 2:12-22; Ps 85:9ab-10, 11-12, 13-14;  

    Lk 12:35-38 

Wednesday Eph 3:2-12; Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; Lk 12:39-48 

Thursday Eph 3:14-21; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 18-19;  

    Lk 12:49-53 

Friday Eph 4:1-6; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 12:54-59 

Saturday Eph 4:7-16; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5;  

    Lk 13:1-9 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Christopher Brew-
ster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy 
Dermady, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, 
Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry 
Heller, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Rob-
ert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig 
Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, 
John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige 
Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Bet-
ty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin 
Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert Schwab, Ainsley, Antoine and Andre 
Saleun, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Sara Surgi, Deacon 
Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Hainkel, Covenant 
and Poydras Homes and Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

October 10-11, 2020 

 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

          Envelopes                                                                   $1,343.00 
          Loose                                                                                                                        $1,488.00 
          E-Giving                                                                                                                                            $857.00 
          TOTAL                                                                                                                                       $3,688.00 

 

Second Collections 
             Building and Maintenance                                       $338.00 
                    

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

 

World Mission 

Sunday 

 

 

Pope Francis said, “The celebration of World 
Mission Day is also an occasion for reaffirming 
how prayer, reflection and the material help of 
your offerings are opportunities to participate ac-
tively in the mission of Jesus in his Church.  
 

Respond to this World Mission Sunday by sup-
porting the priests, religious Sisters and Brothers, 
and lay catechists who provide loving service to 
those most in need. 
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Congratulations to St.   Francis’  newly confirmed who celebrated the  Sacrament   of Confirmation  
on Wednesday, October 14th  with  Bishop Fernand Cheri 

Please keep these young men and women in your prayers as they continue to live the  
Catholic faith each day in word and deed.   

Cameron Sinclair Andrews Piper Katherine Franks Elizabeth Corinne Lapeyre 

Emma Rose Baumer John Michael Guillot Walker Montgomery 

Michael Shepherd Baumer Henry Michael Hartman Sloane Alexandra Paysse 

Lyden Henrietta Bland Charles Reed Hoffmeister Isabella Beech Pitt 

Isabel Celia Cabrera Christian Roy Hoffmeister Brooke Coleman Reiss 

Lynton Guy Cook IV Elizabeth Adlynn Johnston Jonathan Tujague Robert 

Sophia Alison Elder Pierre Edgard Juneau Elijah Ker Stedman 

Ashley Connor Ellis Hugh McDonough Kavanagh Elizabeth Lafaye Stouse 

Eliza Brandon Favrot Thomas McClintock Kerrigan Madeleine Rome Stouse 

Julia Christine Fluellen Zoe Ella Kolenovsky Robert Carroll Trelo  

Reconciliation & First Eucharist  
 

Students in second grade or above who 
will be preparing to receive the sacra-
ments of Reconciliation and Holy Eu-
charist next May are asked to please 
register as soon as possible. Registra-

tion is available online at https://stfrancisuptown.com/
registration-form. A parent meeting for both PSR 
and Catholic school families will take place 
Wednesday, October 21 at 6:30 PM in Church. 
Masks are required. For more information, please 
contact Christi at cschott@stfrancisuptown.com or 
227-3765.   
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Breaking Open the Readings 

For more information on how to pray with scripture and ways to incorporate the daily 

scripture readings into your life, please visit https://bible.usccb.org/ (United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops). 
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Enterin & Leavin :  Church pews are marked and roped 
off.  When Mass has ended, please do not gather in groups 
outside of church or in the parking lot.  Continue to social 
distance 

 

Durin Mass:  Wear a mask during Mass aside from 
receiving Communion.  Be mindful of social distancing 
and maintain 6 feet  from others at all times.  You may place 
your regular offering for support and other collections in the 
baskets in the center aisle and side doors.  The Offertory pro-
cession is omitted.  We can express the sign of peace by 
means of a smile and/or nod of the head. 
 

Rece tion of Hol Communion:  Bring hand sanitizer to 
use before receiving Communion.  During the distribution of 
Holy Communion, form a single line and observe the social 
distancing blue lines on the floor of the aisles.  We ask eve-
ryone to receive Holy Communion in the hand rather than on 
the tongue.  You will receive the Body of Christ in the form 
of bread only.  When approaching the priest or Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion, place your hand flatly atop 
the other and fully extend your arm toward the priest or min-
ster who will place the Host on your hand in a manner to 
avoid any contact with your hand. 

General Guidelines for Mass Attendance:  

All Saints & All Souls Day  
Altar Flowers 

 

If you would like to contribute to the 
flowers that adorn the altar for All Saints 
Day in memory of a loved one, please use 
the “All Saints Day Flower Offering” en-

velopes that was mailed with your Church contribu-
tion envelopes. These may be placed in the Offertory 
basket. Extra envelopes are available on the tables at 
the doors of the Church. A list of the memorials and 
names of donors will be placed in the bulletin the 
weekend of November 1st. 

ALL SOULS  
BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 

 

Enrollment in the annual All 
Souls Book of Remembrance 
begins this week and continues 
through Monday, October 19th. 

All names received will be inscribed in the  book 
which will be placed at the Baptismal Font during 
the month of November remembering those who 
died in Christ in the waters of baptism will rise 
with him to new and eternal life. After November 
we will move the book to the front of the shrine 
of our Blessed Mother.  One Mass will be offered 
each week for a period of one year, beginning 
with the feast of All Souls on November 2nd. Ex-
tra envelopes and white remembrance sheets are 
located on the tables at the doors of the Church.  
Do not list names on the envelope itself. Please 
print names clearly on the white remembrance 
sheets provided. Completed requests and dona-
tions may be placed in the collection basket at 
Mass or returned to the Parish Center Office. 

Prayer for Life 

 

October is Respect Life Month.  
 

Let us pray, Father and maker of all, you adorn 
all creation with splendor and beauty and fashion 
human lives in your image and likeness. Awaken 

in every heart reverence for the work of your 
hands and renew among your people a readiness 
to nurture and sustain your precious gift of life. 
Grant this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your 

son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen  

 

     

     

      

 E     

Mothers Prayers Group  
 

Meets Wednesdays at 10:00am  
 

Moms in every stage of parenting  

are welcome.  
 

For more information contact Melisa Rey 
504.227.3766 or familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 

The Beginning Experience on Nov. 13-15 is a wonder-
ful healing experience for those suffering loss of a 
spouse through death or separation/divorce.  

 

For information, contact Roslyn at (504) 481-1083 or 
rosemill@charter.net 
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