


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA October 25, 2020 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

For those parishioners we cannot accommodate in the church or who are fearful to gather with us, Arch-
bishop Aymond has given permission to distribute Holy Communion after mass outdoors. He strongly 
suggested that we not give Holy Communion to people in vehicles. He recommends that we do so outside 
where people can form a communion line and observe social distancing. Therefore, after each mass, 
weather permitting, I will be available to distribute Holy Communion in the front lawn of the rectory. I 
suggest that as you approach me to receive the Body of Christ you pray the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  
 

Please remember Archbishop Aymond has dispensed the people of the Archdiocese from the obligation to 
attend Sunday Mass. If someone is vulnerable and not feeling well, we ask that you not celebrate Mass in 
church with other people. We will continue to live stream the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday from church. Dai-
ly mass in church - Monday, Wednesday through Friday 8:30 am and Tuesday at 6:00 pm. No reservation 
is necessary for daily mass. We will no longer live stream daily mass.  

Dear Parishioners, 
 

We read in St. Paul’s letter to the Colossians: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in 
 all wisdom you teach and admonish one another, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs 

with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in 
 the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” 3:16-17 

 

With spiritual songs and hymns resounding in our hearts and with great joy we invite you to join as a  
parish family of St. Francis of Assisi for  
 

The Blessing of “Our Organ: An Instrument for Peace”   
Solemnity of All Saints 

Saturday, October 31st, 4:00pm Vigil and  
Sunday, November 1st 9:30am and 11:30am 

 

Music is of the highest importance in the celebration of the divine mysteries, and in the Latin Church 
among musical instruments the pipe organ has always held a place of honor. Whether as an accompani-
ment for singing or as a solo instrument, this instrument adds splendor to sacred celebrations, offers 
praise to God, fosters a sense of prayer in the faithful, and raises their spirits to God. (Book of Blessings, 
№ 1325). 
 

On behalf of our parish leadership and chair couple of our capital campaign, Stan and Cindy Ellington, 
we thank the donors and all the members of our parish for the outpouring of generosity that has paid so a 
great price for this crown jewel in our historic Uptown Church. Singing hymns and spiritual songs in tune 
with our new Cornell Zimmer Organ expresses so well the sacramental presence of God to and in his peo-
ple.  
 

Information regarding the dedicatory organ recital by Dr. Jennifer Pascual Director of Music and Organ-
ist of St. Patrick’s Cathedral on 5th Avenue in Manhattan will be determined as travel restrictions during 
the Coronavirus pandemic subside. 
 

Our parish patron, St. Francis of Assisi, inspires us to be instruments of peace. Each week we gather to-
gether as parishioners to thank and praise God in ritual and song in shared faith and lived love. With grat-
itude in our hearts let hymns and songs sound forth for in our music God is glorified.  
 

Let every instrument be tuned for praise! 

Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise! 

And may God give us faith to sing always: Alleluia! 
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THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Does Amendment #1 stop abortion?  No.  The Love Life 
Amendment will not stop abortion in Louisiana. The ques-
tion of whether abortion is legal or not, and in what cases, 
depends on federal and state law, not the Louisiana Constitu-
tion.  The Love Life Amendment will simply ensure that 
Louisiana judges cannot establish a right to abortion or the 
tax-funding of abortion in the Louisiana Constitution. Even 
if Roe v. Wade were to be overturned, Amendment #1 would 
not stop state legislators from passing laws restricting or al-
lowing abortion. 

What's the immediate impact of Amendment #1?   
The immediate impact of this amendment is to make sure 
that Louisiana’s current pro-life laws passed overwhelmingly 
by our legislators cannot be undermined by state judges. 
 

These laws reflect the will of our citizens and include basic 
protections such as informed consent, parental consent, ultra-
sound laws, and laws to protect unborn babies from late-term 
abortion. In recent years, law firms based in New York repre-
senting businesses that sell abortion have petitioned state 
courts to “discover” a right to abortion  in the state constitu-
tion.  The Love Life Amendment will prevent this from hap-
pening in Louisiana. 

What about after Roe v. Wade is overturned?  Unfortu-
nately, the U.S. Supreme Court still forces states to allow 
abortion. In Louisiana, this means that babies up to the 5th 
month of pregnancy can be aborted. But the Supreme 
Court could change its decision in the future. If the U.S. 
Supreme Court overturns or modifies Roe v. Wade, the 
Love Life Amendment would prevent state judges from 
implementing a Louisiana-version of Roe v. Wade, forcing 
abortion to be legal in Louisiana. Currently, Louisiana al-
ready has a "trigger" law on the books that would protect 
every baby from abortion when Roe v. Wade is over-
turned. 

What about "exceptions" like rape and incest?  The 
question of whether abortion is legal or not, and in what 
cases, depends on federal and state law, not the Louisiana 
Constitution. Because of this, the Love Live Amendment is 
silent on commonly debated "exceptions" such as rape and 
incest. These policy decisions will remain in the hands of 
legislators, not judges. 

What about situations involving the "life of the moth-
er"?  Since Amendment #1 does not prohibit any abor-
tions and therefore does not specify what exceptions to 
abortion should and should not be allowed, the question of 
situations involving the "life of the mother" are not rele-
vant to Amendment #1. However, it is important to clarify 
that Louisiana law currently includes exceptions to abor-
tion law when it comes to the situation where the "life of 
the mother" is in danger. See RS 40.1061(F) In those situa-
tions, state law permits physicians to take action in a man-
ner that makes a reasonable medical effort to save 
the life of both the mother and the baby. 

Does Amendment #1 impact miscarriages?  Amendment 
#1 has nothing to do with law relating to miscarriage. Lou-
isiana law separates intentional induced abortion from mis-
carriages (often referred to as "spontaneous abortion"). We 
must offer compassion and support to those who have suf-
fered the pain of miscarriage. 

Love for Life! 
How unfortunate that love for life from conception to death has be-
come so controversial and divisive. For several weeks, we have had 
to deal with the theft of our Love Life Amendment signs, the defacing 
of our banner, and having the banner torn down repeatedly.  During 
these challenging times in our society, we encounter people who find 
it difficult to tolerate differing views on a variety of topics. On Sun-
day, October 18th we learned the disturbing news that someone had 
stolen our Memorial Tombstone of the Unborn.  Thankfully we re-
covered it. A Good Samaritan posted a photo on social media where someone recognized it as ours.  We 
have the actual  theft on video footage, (thanks to our new surveillance system) and have reported it to the 
police.  We have experienced evolving emotions throughout this week as we try to process this act: 
shock, that someone would steal something so important to us; anger at the lack of respect for the unborn 
memorialized there; confusion about why people are so full of hatred and lack of respect for others’ that 
they just steal what they do not agree with.  Finally, we resolve to  find peace that as Catholics, we be-
lieve that every person is made in the image and likeness of God, even those who have hurt us or with 
whom we disagree. So let us treat all people with respect and remember their inherent dignity, regardless 
of difference in beliefs, actions or personal hurts.   
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Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Orlin Corey 

Mass Intentions 

Our Prayer Intentions list is for anyone who needs 
prayers especially due to illness. If you would like to 
add anyone to our list, or if you wish to remove anyone 
from the list, please contact the parish office (504) 891-

4479. 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

One command summarizes this weekend’s Gos-
pel:  to love.  For Jesus there is no distinction be-
tween these two commands of loving God and 
neighbor.  One naturally flows from the other.  In 
fact, for Jesus, these commands constitute a way 
of life for Christian stewards; a unique approach 
to life and to their relationship with others.  Our 
neighbors include everyone with whom we come 
into contact:  family members, friends, people we 
don’t like, strangers and particularly those most in 
need of our love and compassion.  Love calls us 
to open our hearts and do more to help others 
grow closer to the Lord.  How might we follow 
Christ’s love command more fervently? 

SATURDAY, October 24 

4:00pm - Nancy Clair McCann, Robert McIntyre, Margaret 

“Butsy” Ross, Julia Pansano, Henry Schorr, Patsy Gibbons, 

Kenneth Paul Bohne, Special Intention Hattie Duncan 

SUNDAY, October 25 

9:30am - Betsie Melancon 

11:30am  - Parishioners 

MONDAY, October 26 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 

TUESDAY, October 27 - Donald Joseph Villarrubia, Sr. 

WEDNESDAY, October 28 - Lionel T. & Catherine P. 

Hammock 

THURSDAY, October 29 - Audrey Berry 

FRIDAY, October 30 - Allan “Pops” Amundson 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

October 25th - October 31st  
 

Sunday Ex 22:20-26; Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51;  

 1 Thes 1:5c-10; Mt 22:34-40 

Monday Eph 4:32—5:8; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6;  

  Lk 13:10-17 

Tuesday Eph 5:21-33; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Lk 13:18-21 

Wednesday Eph 2:19-22; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Lk 6:12-16 

Thursday Eph 6:10-20; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10; Lk 13:31-35 

Friday Phil 1:1-11; Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 14:1-6 

Saturday Phil 1:18b-26; Ps 42:2, 3, 5cdef; Lk 14:1, 7-11 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette 
Clark, Cathy Dermady, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, 
James Ira Ford, Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Cynthia Gilmore, 
Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, 
Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, Rob-
ert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Dar-
nell Menasco, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, John 
“Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Pe-
terson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Bet-
ty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin 
Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert Schwab, Ainsley Saleun, Antoine 
Saleun, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Sara Surgi, Dea-
con Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Hainkel, Cov-
enant and Poydras Homes and Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

October 17-18, 2020 

 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

          Envelopes                                                                   $1,539.00 
          Loose                                                                                                                        $1,883.00 
          E-Giving                                                                                                                             $1,302.00 
          TOTAL                                                                                                                                      $4,724.00 

 

Second Collections 
             World Mission Sunday                                             $913.00 
                    

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

Children’s Church  
Helpers Needed 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

during the 9:30am Mass started 

back last Sunday and will meet 

each week in the yard in front of 

the Rectory (weather permitting). Help is needed 

to supervise the children during Children’s Litur-

gy of the Word and to help walk them from 

church to the rectory lawn and back. Volunteers 

18+ must be willing to become Safe Environment 

certified. For more information, please contact 

Christi at cschott@stfrancisuptown.com. 
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St. Francis of Assisi 
Matthew 25 Ministry to the Poor 

 

Thanksgiving Food Drive  
Our food bank operates on a year round basis distributing food to the poor every first 
Saturday of the month.  However, at Christmas we make an effort to provide each family 
in need in our parish with a special basket that will allow them to celebrate the holiday in 
a special way.  Our Matthew 25 Ministry to the Poor currently helps approximately 50 
families.  We prepare these baskets to present to the needy families along with gifts 
from our parish Angel Tree project.  Your generosity allows these special presentations 
to be made.   
 

Below is a list of the items that are placed in every gift basket.  We ask that when you 
are grocery shopping, please purchase these items as you are able. Know that your ef-
forts will make the holidays much brighter for the 50 families within our parish bounda-
ries.  
 

Purchases should be returned to the Church or Parish Office  
by the weekend of November 21-22. 

We will also accept monetary donations to our  
Matthew 25 Ministry to the Poor to purchase items on our list. 

Oatmeal, Grits or Cereal    Dried Beans 

Pancake or Cornbread Mix    Cans of Red Beans/White Beans 

Boxed Crackers      Cans of Pork & Beans 

Powdered Milk      Cans of Tuna Fish 

Peanut Butter      Boxes of Macaroni & Cheese 

Jelly or Syrup      Cans of Fruit 

Small Cooking Oil     Cans of Assorted Vegetables 

Cans of Evaporated Milk    Canned Meats 

Cans of Soup      Cans of Chili   

Rice, Spaghetti, or Noodles     Napkins  

Spaghetti Sauce      Dish Detergent 
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Breaking Open the Readings 

For more information on how to pray with scripture and ways to incorporate the daily 

scripture readings into your life, please visit https://bible.usccb.org/ (United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops). 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Prayer for Life 

 

October is Respect Life Month.  
 

Let us pray, Father and maker of all, you adorn 
all creation with splendor and beauty and fashion 
human lives in your image and likeness. Awaken 

in every heart reverence for the work of your 
hands and renew among your people a readiness 
to nurture and sustain your precious gift of life. 
Grant this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your 

son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen  

Political engagement is our responsibility:  
Learn about the issues!  

 

FaithfulCitizenship.or  

 

In their statement on Forming Consciences for Faithful 
Citizenship, the U.S. Catholic bishops lift up various is-
sues of different moral weight and urgency.  Some issues 
they mention include:  protecting the unborn, refugees 
and immigrant families; fighting racism, and religious 
intolerance; aiding those impacted by poverty and con-
flict; preserving the family; and caring for our common 
home. 

Copies of the document are available in church.  

Mothers Prayers Group  
 

Meets Wednesdays in person 
(outside) at the Parish Center at 

10:00am  
 

Moms in every stage of parenting  
are welcome.  

 

For more information contact Melisa Rey 
504.227.3766 or familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 

Enterin & Leavin :  Church pews are marked and roped 
off.  When Mass has ended, please do not gather in groups 
outside of church or in the parking lot.  Continue to social 
distance 

 

Durin Mass:  Wear a mask during Mass aside from 
receiving Communion.  Be mindful of social distancing 
and maintain 6 feet  from others at all times.  You may place 
your regular offering for support and other collections in the 
baskets in the center aisle and side doors.  The Offertory pro-
cession is omitted.  We can express the sign of peace by 
means of a smile and/or nod of the head. 
 

Reception of Hol Communion:  Bring hand sanitizer to 
use before receiving Communion.  During the distribution of 
Holy Communion, form a single line and observe the social 
distancing blue lines on the floor of the aisles.  We ask eve-
ryone to receive Holy Communion in the hand rather than on 
the tongue.  You will receive the Body of Christ in the form 
of bread only.  When approaching the priest or Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion, place your hand flatly atop 
the other and fully extend your arm toward the priest or min-
ster who will place the Host on your hand in a manner to 
avoid any contact with your hand. 

General Guidelines for Mass Attendance:  All Saints & All Souls Day  
Altar Flowers 

 

If you would like to contribute to the 
flowers that adorn the altar for All Saints 
Day in memory of a loved one, please 
use the “All Saints Day Flower Offering” 

envelopes that was mailed with your Church contribu-
tion envelopes. These may be placed in the Offertory 
basket. Extra envelopes are available on the tables at 
the doors of the Church. A list of the memorials and 
names of donors will be placed in the bulletin the 
weekend of November 1st. 

The Beginning Experience on Nov. 13-15 is a 
wonderful healing experience for those suffering 
loss of a spouse through death or separation/
divorce.  

 

For information, contact Roslyn at 
(504) 481-1083 or  rosemill@charter.net 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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