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Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

If you were diagnosed with a terminal illness and were told that you had six months to live, how would 
that knowledge affect the way you live those final months? Someone reading this canticle may already 
carry this knowledge with them. What difference has it made in your life?  
 

On September 18, 2007, Carnegie Mellon University professor and alumnus Randy Pausch delivered a 
one-of-a-kind last lecture that made the world stop and pay attention. His last lecture became an Internet 
sensation viewed by millions, an international media story, and a best-selling book that has been pub-
lished in 35 languages. To this day, people everywhere continue to talk about Randy, share his message 
and put his life lessons into action in their own lives. 
 

His talk was modeled after an ongoing series of lectures where top academics are asked to think deeply 
about what matters to them, and then give a hypothetical "final talk". "What wisdom would you try to im-
part to the world if you knew it was your last chance?"  
 

In Randy’s case the “final talk”, “Really Achieving Your Childhood Dreams,” turned out to be not mere-
ly an exercise. He told his audience of his just-diagnosed pancreatic cancer. And how he was going to de-
vote his remaining days to pursuing his childhood dreams. By the time he died, July 25, 2008, he had be-
come a world phenomenon. Millions have sought his insights to making the most of each day of life.  
 

Millions are now mourning the death of another media icon in Alex Trebek of Jeopardy fame who also 
died of pancreatic cancer. His diagnosis changed his perspective on life. He told Good Morning America, 
“Most of us have open-ended lives, we don’t know when we’re going to die. Because of the cancer diag-
nosis, it’s no longer an open-ended life, it’s a closed-end life because of the terrible statistics, survival 
rates for pancreatic cancer.”  
 

Randy’s insights? Always have fun. Dream big. Dare to risk. Look for the best in everybody.  Make time 
for what matters. Let kids be themselves.  
 

The Scriptures today address the immediacy of the present moment. Or to use a fancy term, what scholars 
call the “in-breaking of the kingdom of God.” In Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians, he likens the final 
coming to a “thief in the night.”  
 

In the Gospel passage, Jesus tells a parable of final judgment, coming like a master returning from a long 
journey to inspect what his servants have done with the treasure he left them.  
 

The woman featured in the poem from the Book of Proverbs inspires us to use well the moment we are 
given. Unnamed she illustrates the silent greatness in doing ordinary things with extraordinary care. She 
prepared a lasting legacy through her simple world of cooking, housework and reaching out to share with 
those less fortunate. “Her works praise her at the city gates,” says this woman, quite emancipated, was 
proactive and socially involved.  
 

The Scriptures say as much about the here and now as they do about the end of the world.  What are these 
scriptures telling us? Make each moment count.  
 

Viewing Randy’s insights through the lens of today’s scriptures will add a faith dimension to his insights.  
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Uptown Canticle - continued 

We invite you to join us this weekend for one of our masses either in church or via live stream of the Sunday 9:30 
am mass.  
 

For those parishioners we cannot accommodate in the church or who are fearful to gather with us, Archbishop Ay-
mond has given permission to distribute Holy Communion after mass outdoors. He strongly suggested that we not 
give Holy Communion to people in vehicles. He recommends that we do so outside where people can form a com-
munion line and observe social distancing. Therefore, after each mass, weather permitting, I will be available to 
distribute Holy Communion in the front lawn of the rectory. I suggest that as you approach me to receive the Body 
of Christ you pray the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  
 

Please remember Archbishop Aymond has dispensed the people of the Archdiocese from the obligation to attend 
Sunday Mass. If someone is vulnerable and not feeling well, we ask that you not celebrate Mass in church with 
other people. We will continue to live stream the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday from church.  

“Always have fun,” Randy Pausch implored his “last lecture” audience.  How many  Christians do we 
know who walk around with a sour look on their face?  If we see the kingdom – God’s love, alive on 
earth – bursting forth about us, why not enjoy it? Doing what ought to be done with a joyful spirit.  
 
“Make time for what matters,” Pausch said echoing today’s gospel. As the liturgical year comes to an 
end next week with the Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, each of us is challenged to 
look to the future with hearts set on the right priorities.  
 
“Look for the best in everybody,” implored Randy Pausch. Easy words, hard task! Cast aside negative 
assessments of family, neighbors, people on the street, and imagine people in a new way. Do what it 
takes to build stronger relationships. Have we moved forward and made our family, our St. Francis of 
Assisi community and or society grow richer? Or have we buried our talents, fearing to be criticized or to 
be rebuked. 
 

“Dare to risk,” Randy challenged his audience. There will always be a kind of tentativeness to all our 
plans. We will never be certain our plans will come to fruition. We do not have the assurance that we will 
reap the rewards of our investment. Each of us has been given gifts to use, to develop, to share. Not all 
gifts are the same, but all are valuable, reflective of the One who gives them each according to our abil-
ity. We do not know how long we have to use them to their best advantage.  
 

To refuse to risk oneself is to refuse to trust. We do not have certain control over the circumstances of 
life. To refuse to risk is to require assurance that we will never fail. We cannot hope to stand before the 
Lord on the last day and claim that we have done nothing because we were afraid we might not succeed. 
We will never know how successful we might be if we refuse to risk.  

 

Beginning Sunday, November 22nd, we be using our 
new video equipment to stream 9:30 Mass on Sundays 
via YouTube. Videos can be found on our YouTube 
Channel, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church New  

Orleans.  A link will be available on our website  
& our Facebook page as well.   

 

YouTube Channel: St. Francis of Assisi Catholic  
   Church,  New Orleans 

Facebook page: St. Francis of Assisi New Orleans 

Website: www.stfrancisuptown.com 
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Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Lucille Mire McCann 

Mass Intentions 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus delivers the parable of the 

talents; using the example of money rather than 

abilities or skills.  It’s a story about investments, 

risks and returns.  Stewards understand that God 

has given them an abundance of spiritual gifts.  

They know God doesn’t want them to simply re-

ceive these blessings and bury them in fear, but to 

multiply them; to use these gifts to serve Him and 

others; to spread Christ’s Good News; to go and 

make disciples of others.  Good stewards invest 

what God has given them in the service of others 

and are prepared to render an account when the 

Lord returns.  Reflect this week on how you are re-

turning your own God-given gifts back to God with 

increase. 

SATURDAY, November 14 -  
4:00pm - Lucille Mire McCann, Robert McIntyre, Margaret 
“Butsy” Ross, Julia Pansano, George J. Mire, Jr., Mark Alan 
Powanda, Edouard M. Plauche, Cathy Moriarity, Special 
Intention Cynthia Gilmore, Henry Schorr 
SUNDAY, November 15 - 9:30am - Parishioners 

11:30am  - Betsie Melancon, Ken Bohne, Charlie Ives, Patsy 
Gibbons, Special Intention Cynthia Gilmore  
MONDAY, November 16 - Patricia Gibbons 

TUESDAY, November 17 - Special Intention Cynthia Gil-
more 

WEDNESDAY, November 18 - All Souls Book of Remem-
brance 

THURSDAY, November 19 - Charles Ives 

FRIDAY, November 20 - Patricia Gibbons 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

November 15th - November 21st  
 

Sunday Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5;  

 1 Thes 5:1-6; Mt 25:14-30 or Mt 25:14-15,  

 19-21 

Monday Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and  6; Lk 18:35-

  43 

Tuesday Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5;  

 Lk 19:1-10 

Wednesday Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 19:11-28 

Thursday Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b;  

 Lk 19:41-44 

Friday Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131;  

 Lk 19:45-48 

Saturday Rv 11:4-12; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10; Lk 20:27-40 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette 
Clark, Cathy Dermady, Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  
Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Cyn-
thia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, 
Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert 
Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melan-
con, Darnell Menasco, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, 
John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, Angelle Pecoraro, 
Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn,  Nedine 
Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia 
Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert Schwab, Ainsley 
Saleun, Antoine Saleun, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, 
Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents 
of Hainkel, Covenant and Poydras Homes and Lambeth 
House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

November 7-8, 2020 

 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

          Envelopes                                                                   $2,419.00 
          Loose                                                                                                                           $1,419.00 
          E-Giving                                                                                                                                             $997.00 
          TOTAL                                                                                                                                         $4,835.00 

 

Second Collections 
             Matthew 25 Ministry                                                $425.00 
            

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

Next weekend our Second 
Collection will support the 
Catholic Campaign for Hu-

man Development. Forty 
million people in the United 
States live in poverty. This 

collection supports programs that empower people 
to identify and address the obstacles they face as 
they work to bring permanent and positive change 
to their communities.  
 

Learn more about the Catholic Campaign for Hu-
man Development at www.usccb.org/cchd/collection. 
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St. Francis of Assisi 
Matthew 25 Ministry to the Poor 

 

Thanksgiving Food Drive  
Our food bank operates on a year round basis distributing food to the poor every first 
Saturday of the month.  However, at Christmas we make an effort to provide each family 
in need in our parish with a special basket that will allow them to celebrate the holiday in 
a special way.  Our Matthew 25 Ministry to the Poor currently helps approximately 50 
families.  We prepare these baskets to present to the needy families along with gifts 
from our parish Angel Tree project.  Your generosity allows these special presentations 
to be made.   
 

Below is a list of the items that are placed in every gift basket.  We ask that when you 
are grocery shopping, please purchase these items as you are able. Know that your ef-
forts will make the holidays much brighter for the 50 families within our parish bounda-
ries.  
 

Purchases should be returned to the Church or Parish Office  
by the weekend of November 21-22. 

We will also accept monetary donations to our  
Matthew 25 Ministry to the Poor to purchase items on our list. 

Oatmeal, Grits or Cereal    Dried Beans 

Pancake or Cornbread Mix    Cans of Red Beans/White Beans 

Boxed Crackers      Cans of Pork & Beans 

Powdered Milk      Cans of Tuna Fish 

Peanut Butter      Boxes of Macaroni & Cheese 

Jelly or Syrup      Cans of Fruit 

Small Cooking Oil     Cans of Assorted Vegetables 

Cans of Evaporated Milk    Canned Meats 

Cans of Soup      Cans of Chili   

Rice, Spaghetti, or Noodles     Napkins  

Spaghetti Sauce      Dish Detergent 
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Breaking Open the Readings 

For more information on how to pray with scripture and ways to incorporate the daily 

scripture readings into your life, please visit https://bible.usccb.org/ (United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops). 
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Our Mass Book for 2021 is now open.  
 

Celebrate a life, commemorate a special day, or 

honor a  loved one with a Mass Intention. Mass 

offerings are $5 each and are available for week-

day Masses and weekend Masses - Saturday, 4 

pm Vigil and Sunday 9:30 am and 11:30am 

(alternating weekends). For more information, 

please call the Parish Office (504) 891-4479. 

 

Mothers Prayers Group  
 

Meets Wednesdays in person 
(outside) at the Parish Center at 

10:00am  
 

Moms in every stage of parenting  
are welcome.  

 

For more information  
contact Melisa Rey 504.227.3766 or  

familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 

Lectors Needed! 
 

Lectors are needed to proclaim the 
first and second readings and the 
Prayers of the Faithful at each mass 
on Saturday and Sunday.  
 

For more information please contact the Parish 
Office at 891-4479 or contact Father Michael at 
frmichael@stfrancisuptown.com. 

Congratulations to  
 

Dylan Taylor 

 

who received Jesus for the 
first time in Holy Eucharist 
on Sunday, November 8 at 
the 11:30am mass at St. Fran-
cis. Please continue to pray 
for Dylan and all of St. Fran-
cis’ first communicants. 

It’s easy. . . 1) Visit iGiveCatholic.org 2) Search St. Francis of Assisi - New Orleans   
3) Donate $25 or more *** Online giving opens Monday, November 16, 2020 *** 

Support our St. Francis of Assisi Outreach to Haiti  

Participate in #iGiveCatholic by donating on #GivingTuesday, December 3! 

Our sister parish, St. Francois Xavier in 

Haiti  has  continued  to grow in faith   

though they  have  suffered greatly during this global pandemic and Hurricane Laura.  

Lack of adequate medical care, economic hardship, scarcity of food & increased 

food costs have all contributed exponentially to their suffering.  Twice this year, we’ve 

sent emergency food assistance.  Today, we seek to raise $30,000 to assist with addi-

tional emergency food assistance, finishing work on the front of the rectory so they 

can receive visitors (Missionaries, visiting priests, and hopefully, eventually, parishioners 

of St. Francis of Assisi.)  Any additional funds will go toward other projects to increase 

the quality of life in the parish such as growing the goat husbandry program.  
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