


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA December 6, 2020 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

How do you get the news? The newspaper like The New Orleans Advocate-Times Picayune or the NY Times. The In-
ternet? Or by your favorite Television Network? CNN changed how the news gets marketed with 24/7 Headline News.  
 

Perhaps some of you are familiar with another type of news program entitled The Daily Show hosted by Trevor Noah 
who succeeded Jon Stewart. The Daily Show’s motto is “When news breaks, we fix it.” You get a sense of the news, 
but with a heavy dose of hilarity.  
 

Jon Stewart has been called the most trusted name in fake news. He offered a tongue-in-cheek take on the day’s news, 
using satire, puns and double-entendres to mine the week’s media mayhem. He did it for laughs. It’s about political par-
ody, “fake news.”  
 

Are we more interested in bogus, pseudo and phony news than we are in the hard stuff? In this massive mix of media, 
we’re exposed to every day it’s becoming much harder to discern between real and fake journalism. Falsehoods almost 
always beat out the truth on Twitter, penetrating further, faster, and deeper into the social network than accurate infor-
mation. “Falsehood flies, and the Truth comes limping after it,” Jonathan Swift once wrote. 
 

How often does it occur that the information provided us on the morning radio or television, or in the morning newspa-
per, causes us to alter our plans for the day? Do we take some action we would not otherwise have taken? Does the 
news provide insight to some problem we are required to solve?  
 

We certainly know how the news of the weather can change our lives. For investors, it may be the news of the stock 
market. But most of our daily news is motionless, consisting of information that gives us something to talk about but 
does not lead to any meaningful action. 
 

Is it better to giggle at the news than to disengage and turn the page? The sad truth is that “there is no murder so brutal, 
no hurricane so devastating, no political blunder so costly—for that matter no ball score so tantalizing or weather report 
so threatening—that it cannot be erased from our minds by a newscaster saying, “And now ... this.” 

 

The real question is how do we get people to engage the news, the reality of both the good and the bad that’s happening 
in the world — without either laughing it off or ignoring it.  
 

This weekend we hear some real news, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God” according to 
Mark.  In chapter one the evangelist begins with that simple statement that provides a road map for real engagement 
with the news.  No spin or quip there, so why is it important? It’s actionable information! I once heard a speaker say 
that we must approach our faith life with the newspaper in one hand and the Bible in the other. 
 

The broadcaster of this particular real news would not have been a candidate for a modern-day anchor desk. John the 
Baptist was about as slick as a # 5 piece of sandpaper, with a wardrobe right out of Afghanistan. His low-carb diet kept 
him fit.  But the man’s information was anything but chatter. In the desert, far from the spotlight, John was bringing 
news that was immediately applicable by the people: “a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” in prepara-
tion for the real Newsmaker who would be coming up next. The one who John said was “more powerful than I ... I am 
not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.”  
 

Real news. John the Baptist was calling for nothing less than a complete change of heart for the whole community. 
Massive cultural and spiritual change was on the horizon — the rough terrain of sin and disobedience was about to be 
leveled in anticipation of the coming Messiah. This was “breaking news” of the highest priority, of real and lasting joy. 
 

To a people who had longed for a savior, John’s news was very personal. He was announcing a new world order in 
which they could participate — the kingdom of heaven. So, out into the desert they went to be baptized by this holy 
man with the wild wardrobe. Going into the river and emerging cleansed and changed by the promise of new life.  
 

Good Night and Good Luck is a 2005 historical drama. The film is about the power of network journalism in the early 
years of television.  It chronicles the story of Edward R. Murrow taking on Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin in 
1950s on his CBS program See It Now. The film portrays the anxieties and doubts that Murrow and his colleagues had 
to overcome to take on McCarthy. Murrow and his team seized the potential of television and used it to question the 
anti-communist hysteria of the day. Murrow’s See It Now broadcast of March 9, 1954 is considered a landmark in the 
history of television news. 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

Advent Gift Bags are still available at the 
entrances of church. We invite each family 
to take one home. Each bag contains activi-
ties and prayers your family can use to cele-
brate  throughout the season of Advent and 
prepare for Christ’s coming at Christmas. 

We invite you to join us this weekend for one of our masses either in church or via live stream of the Sunday 
9:30 am mass via our YouTube Channel, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church New Orleans.   
A link will be available on our website:  www.stfrancisuptown.com and our Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/sfauptown 

 

For those parishioners we cannot accommodate in the church or who are fearful to gather with us, Archbishop Aymond 
has given permission to distribute Holy Communion after mass outdoors. He strongly suggested that we not give Holy 
Communion to people in vehicles. He recommends that we do so outside where people can form a communion line and 
observe social distancing. Therefore, after each mass, weather permitting, I will be available to distribute Holy Com-
munion in the front lawn of the rectory. I suggest that as you approach me to receive the Body of Christ you pray the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  
 

Archbishop Aymond has dispensed the people of the Archdiocese from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass. If some-
one is vulnerable and not feeling well, we ask that you not celebrate Mass in church with other people.  

Congratulations to  
 

Colton Dini 
who received Jesus for the 
first time in Holy Eucharist 
on Saturday, November 29 at 
the 4:00pm mass at St. Fran-
cis. Please continue to pray 
for Colton and all of St. Fran-
cis’ 2020 first communicants. 

Murrow and his colleagues model the call of the prophet – “one who proclaims.” Murrow and company put aside their 
own fears and paranoia. They were ready to take on whatever consequences in order to speak a “prophesy” of hope in 
the midst of fear, integrity in the wake of demagoguery, justice in the face of evil. 
 

Advent is a time when we once again share the news of the Messiah’s coming — news that’s often buried in the mas-
sive crush of holiday hullabaloo. The real focus for us needs to be on the action items of the kingdom, calling people 
once again to respond to the good news of Jesus Christ instead of just chuckling at another round of Santa jokes.  
 

How does Jesus challenge us on issues like war and peace? Social status? Possessions? Are we tempted to say that Je-
sus teachings, good news simply do not work, that they represent an ideal unattainable this side of heaven? How does 
Jesus challenge us about what we decide an individual is worth? Are we tempted to make up our minds first and then 
seek Jesus’ help to justify our decisions? How does Jesus enter directly into our decisions about what we must do be-
tween now and December 25? 

 

We may not possess the dramatic persona of John at the Jordan or the media skills and platform of Edward R. Murrow 
and friends. But each of us is called by God in baptism to the role of “prophet” – to use whatever voice and ability we 
possess to transform as proclaimed by Isaiah:  the wastelands around us into harvests of justice and forgiveness, to cre-
ate highways for our God to enter and recreate our world in compassion and peace.  
 

And that would indeed be good news to smile about. 

Solemnity of the Solemnity of the Solemnity of the Solemnity of the     
Immaculate ConceptionImmaculate ConceptionImmaculate ConceptionImmaculate Conception    

 

The Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary is celebrated 
on Tuesday, December 8th.Tuesday, December 8th.Tuesday, December 8th.Tuesday, December 8th.    
    

The Mass schedule is: The Mass schedule is: The Mass schedule is: The Mass schedule is:     
Tuesday , December 8th Feast Day  

8:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
(A Holy Day of Obligation) 

No Vigil Mass on December 7th 

Christmas Flowers  
 

Every year St. Francis of Assisi enjoys decorat-
ing our Church for the Christmas season. If you 
would like to contribute to the purchase of 
flowers and decorations for our Church in 
memory of a loved one, you may use the “Christmas Flow-
ers and Decorations” envelope with your weekly offering 
envelopes.  Envelopes are also available on the tables at 
the doors of the Church.  A list of memorials and donors 
will be printed in the Christmas bulletin. 
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NEW ORLEANS, LA December 6, 2020 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Betsie Melancon 

Mass Intentions 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

Christmas is the day we celebrate the birth of Jesus, 
the Incarnate Word of God.  It is a very special mo-
ment for all Christians.  It is a time of giving.  Have 
you finished your Christmas shopping yet?  Have you 
even finished making your Christmas list?  What gift 
have you prepared for Jesus?  Is Jesus even on your 
Christmas list?  Should he not be at the top of our list?  
In the first lines of Mark’s Gospel we see that Jesus is 
at the top of John’s list.  He has prepared the way for 
Jesus.  He recognized that “One mightier than I is 
coming after me.”  John’s gift was his humble recog-
nition of Jesus as the one who “will baptize you with 
water and the Holy Spirit.”  If we have no other gift 
for Jesus, we can humbly acknowledge God as the 
source of all that we are and have and spend time 
pondering how we use all that God has given us to the 
best of our ability in the year to come. Jesus would 
love such a gift.  

SATURDAY, December 5 - 4:00pm - Nancy Clare 
McCann, Robert McIntyre, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Julia 
Pansano, Henry Schorr, Genevieve Young, Peggy Young 
Condon, Special Intention Cynthia Gilmore, Special Inten-
tion Robert Dolce 

SUNDAY, December 6 - 9:30am - Parishioners 

11:30am  - Betsie Melancon, Patsy Gibbons, Special Inten-
tion Cynthia Gilmore  
MONDAY, December 7 - Special Intention Cynthia Gil-
more 

TUESDAY, December 8 - 8:30am - Donald Villarrubia, Sr. 
6:00pm - Lionel T. & Catherine P. Hammock 

WEDNESDAY, December 9 - All Souls Book of Remem-
brance 

THURSDAY, December10 - Special Intention Cynthia Gil-
more 

FRIDAY, December 11 - Patricia Gibbons 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

December 6th - December 12th  
 

Sunday Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14; 

 2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8 

Monday Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14; 

 Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1,2-3ab, 3cd-4; Eph 1:3-6, 

 11-12; Lk 1:26-38 

Wednesday Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10; 

 Mt 11:28-30 

Thursday Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab; 

 Mt 11:11-15 

Friday Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a, Rv 12:1-6a, 10ab; 

 Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Christopher Brew-
ster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy 
Dermady, Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, 
James Ira Ford, Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Cynthia Gilmore, Tam-
berly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, Leona 
Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Mad-
dox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menas-
co, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, John “Junior” Morreale, 
Joy Morton, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, 
Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, 
Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert 
Schwab, Ainsley Saleun, Antoine Saleun, Louis Scott, Sr., Sa-
mantha Smith, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, 
Residents of Hainkel, Covenant and Poydras Homes and Lam-
beth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

November 21-22, 2020 

 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

          Envelopes                                                                   $2,854.00 
          Loose                                                                                                                      $5,449.00 
          E-Giving                                                                                                                                    $1,012.00 
          TOTAL                                                                                                                                         $4,835.00 

 

Special Collections 
             Matthew 25 Ministry                                                 $935.00 
          Campaign for Human Development                       $2,401.00 

 

November 28-29, 2020 

         Envelopes                                                                     $1,153.00 
          Loose                                                                                                                             $1,355.51 
          E-Giving                                                                                                                                             $917.00 
          TOTAL                                                                                                                                       $3,425.51 

Special Collections 
         Matthew 25 Ministry                                                 $435.00 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

Next week’s Second Collection is for the Retirement 
Fund for Religious.  These women and men-

Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests-

were indeed the hands of Christ as they educated the 
young, cared for the sick, and ministered to the needi-
est among us.  In thanksgiving for the lessons of mer-
cy senior religious have shared with us please show 
your appreciation.   
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St. Francis of Assisi  
invites you to: 

 

Carols from  
the Porch 

 

Saturday, Dec. 19 5:00pm  
(immediately following the 4pm Vigil Mass) 

 

On the Rectory lawn 

 

All are invited to bring a chair and dress  

as their favorite Nativity character while  

enjoying Christmas carols from the porch  

of the rectory. Hot chocolate & Christmas 

 cookies will be available. 
 

 

 

Masks/face coverings  and social 
distancing required 

If you haven’t had a chance to support our  

Outreach to Haiti #iGiveCatholic campaign,  

contributions can be made by placing them in the 

 envelopes in the back of church.  

St. Francis of Assisi outreach to Haiti  

For more information, contact Melisa Rey  

familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 

St. Francis of Assisi Outreach to Haiti 
 

Matthew 25Matthew 25Matthew 25Matthew 25    
Angel Tree MinistryAngel Tree MinistryAngel Tree MinistryAngel Tree Ministry    

 

Angel ornaments are still available in 
Church.  Each ornament provides in-
formation necessary to purchase a gift 

for a needy person in our area.  We kindly ask 
you to make sure all gifts are wrapped, marked 
with the number from the ornament, and returned 
to Church or Parish Center by the weekend of De-
cember 12th and 13th.  Gifts and Food Baskets will 
be distributed on the morning of December 19th.  
Thank you for helping to make the Christmas sea-
son brighter for the needy in our area. 

High School  Confirmation 

 

Students who attend Catholic high 

school receive the sacrament of Confir-

mation through their home parish. Cath-

olic school students in the 10th grade or 

above who wish to be confirmed in October 2021 are 

asked to please register for the sacrament as soon as 

possible.  
 

Registration is available on our website at https://

www.stfrancisuptown.com/registration-form. Imme-

diate preparation classes will begin January 24. 
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Today’s Readings: Isaiah 40:1–5, 9–11; Psalm 85:9–10, 
11–12, 13–14; 2 Peter 3:8–14; Mark 1:1–8. All three read-
ings today urge us to participate in the completion of God’s 
reign. God tells Isaiah to speak words of consolation. God’s 
people had sinned, and as a result they had been defeated by 
a foreign nation and scattered from their homeland. God 
declares that he has forgiven them and is bringing them 
safely back. The glorious restoration of God’s people, how-
ever, will only be possible if they turn back to God and 
undertake the journey home.

John the Baptist declares that the Lord’s day is coming 
whether people want it to or not, but he also insists that peo-
ple can prepare themselves for it. They can acknowledge 

their sins so as to receive God’s mercy and be empowered by 
God’s Spirit when the Lord comes.

Remarkably, in our Second Reading, we are told not 
only to prepare, but that by striving to live as holy, faithful 
people, we bring God’s kingdom closer to completion. For 
those who wonder why Christ has not yet returned in glory, 
St. Peter replies that God is giving us time to repent. The 
more quickly we allow God’s Spirit to work within us, the 
sooner God will transform our world. We depend on God for 
“new heavens and a new earth,” but when God sees that we 
are preparing ourselves and helping others to prepare for this 
transformation, he will hasten the day of his Son’s return.

Sunday, December 6, 2020
Hasten the Day

The Path
God of power and might,
you sent the prophets Elijah, Isaiah,

and John the Baptist
to call your people to the path

of righteousness.
When we wander off,
you seek us out and lead us back.
Guide us onto the right path.
Remove the obstacles that block our way.

Strengthen us to continue forward in faith 
and hope.

Protect us from all that endangers us.
Compel us to support each other when

we stumble or falter.
Help us to walk the path of holiness more 

quickly every day
until we are running with joy into

your kingdom.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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This Week at Home
Monday, December 7
St. Ambrose of Milan
God will heal his people of all that afflicts them so that they 
will return to their homeland and begin their lives anew. The 
man whom Jesus heals in the Gospel passage is also given a 
new life. How will we live differently when we encounter 
God’s healing and mercy? St. Ambrose’s life changed dra-
matically when the people of Milan asked him to become 
their bishop. He wasn’t even baptized, but he accepted the 
new path that God laid out for him. May we do the same. 
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 35:1–10; Psalm 85:9ab and 10, 
11–12, 13–4; Luke 5:17–26.

Tuesday, December 8
Immaculate Conception
Our belief that God kept Mary free from sin in order to bear 
the sinless Son of God sets Mary apart from us. For some, 
Mary is too perfect to be relatable. The Second Reading 
reminds us that God planned for all of us to be holy. 
God overshadows us with his Spirit so that we, too, will live 
according to his will. Carefully read through today’s Gospel. 
Then imagine the angel Gabriel appearing to you. What 
does God ask of you? How do you respond? Today’s 
Readings: Genesis 3:9–20; Psalm 98:1–4; Ephesians 
1:3–6; 11–12; Luke 1:26–38.

Wednesday, December 9
Yoked
When Jesus urges us to yoke ourselves to him, we might 
think we are the oxen and he is walking behind us, steering 
us. Instead, he probably means that he is yoked alongside us, 
sharing the weight of whatever we are pulling. As we hear in 
the First Reading, God so lightens our burdens and strength-
ens us that we seem to have wings. Every few hours, imagine 
Jesus walking beside you, listening and supporting you. 
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 40:25–31; Psalm 103:1–2, 3–4, 8 
and 10; Matthew 11:28–30.

Thursday, December 10
Obstacles
God tells his people that they will cut through the mountains 
that block their path as they return home after being scat-
tered by war. This time of renewal points ahead to the king-
dom that Jesus brings. Those who strive to enter God’s 
kingdom will also face obstacles, but their faithful persever-
ance will bring them into the fullness of God’s reign. 
Offer people a glimpse of God’s kingdom by volunteering 
at or donating to a local food pantry. Today’s Readings: 
Isaiah 41:13–20; Psalm 145:1 and 9, 10–11, 12–13ab; 
Matthew 11:11–15.

Friday, December 11
Wisdom
In the Old Testament, God’s wisdom is personified as Lady 
Wisdom. She dwells among people, teaches them, and draws 
them down the path of righteousness. Jesus both teaches and 
embodies God’s wisdom. Despite the crowd’s refusal to 
believe it, Jesus is doing the work of God. He remains with 
us today, guiding us down the path of righteousness. The 
Book of Proverbs 10—29 is a collection of wise sayings. 
Choose several that apply to you, and bring them into your 
prayer. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 48:17–19; Psalm 1:1–6; 
Matthew 11:16–19.

Saturday, December 12
Our Lady of Guadalupe
The angel greeted Mary by calling her “favored one.” This 
term implied that Mary had a patron who had commissioned 
her for some kind of work. Since Mary was a young woman 
from an insignificant village and God was her patron, she 
was understandably worried about what she could do for 
God. As it turned out, she could do a great deal. Just as God 
favored her, so she revealed God’s favor to others, such as the 
indigenous people of Mexico. What do you need Our Lady of 
Guadalupe to reveal to you? Today’s Readings: Zechariah 
2:14–17 or Revelation 11:19a; 12:1–6a, 10ab; Luke 1:26–38 
or Luke 1:39–47.
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