


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA December 20, 2020 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

Remember the first time you spent the night in a tent? Maybe it was in your backyard? My last time in a 
tent was along the Buffalo River in Arkansas while on a 5-day canoe trip riding the white-water rapids. 
You may have made a backyard tent yourself out of old sheets and sticks. Or it might have been a beauti-
fully engineered tent constructed of the most durable of fabrics and the strongest, lightest aluminum. 
Even though the most dangerous animal you encountered that night was the neighbor’s cat, it was a won-
derfully scary experience – just you and your trusty tent against the elements.  
 

If you have ever been to summer camp or backpacked in the mountains, you made a tent your home. Vil-
lages of tents are set up by teams of soldiers and scientist, shepherds and farmers, protestors, miners and 
builders.  Tents are movable feasts for circuses and revival meetings, weddings and celebrations of all 
kind.  
 

Tents shelter us from the winds and rain. They stand as a safe, warm place in which to dwell while on a 
journey or adventure. While the tents of experienced outdoor travelers become faded and worn over time, 
they become even more durable where they have been patched and sewn. Tents are, by their very nature 
and design, temporary and flexible. They are “houses” of those on a journey, those on a mission, those in 
search of something great.  
 

In the Book of Samuel David is taken with the contrast between his dwelling in a palace of cedar while 
the ark of God, the Ark of the Covenant, dwells in a humble tent. But the Lord chides David, saying, in 
effect, “You presume to build a house for me? It is I who will make you a house.” The legacy of David is 
not found in the building that he did or didn’t construct.  The legacy of David is his faith and the promise 
of God to bring forth the Savior of the world through the house of David’s faith.  Stone and cedar give 
way to the promise of God and life of the Savior. The house of David would provide the foundation for 
the dynasty of the gift of salvation. God’s faithfulness endures even in humble surroundings.  
 

Advent is a season when we undertake a construction plan. Are we not constructing a manger to welcome 
the Christ Child? The fragile empty manger that awaits the Babe is mightier than any worldly structure 
any of us could build. The humblest of hearts is the mightiest and most welcoming foundation for the 
world’s greatest event – the life of Jesus. Before Mary would sing her song of praise (Magnificat) and 
before her cousin Elizabeth would call her “blessed among women,” each woman had a choice to make. 
Those choices were to accept God’s construction plan for themselves and their families.  
 

Mary opens the tent of her being to welcome the life of God’s son, to care for him and give him for the 
life of the world. Mary models for us the welcome God seeks from us. How have you made your life a 
welcoming home for God? What do you need to do to be ready to welcome others into your home, into 
your life? A faithful heart is a welcoming manger that is ready to be filled with the light, life, and joy of 
the very Babe whose birth we are about to celebrate.  
 

Mary and Joseph were homeless when they welcomed God’s only begotten Son into the world. Can you 
imagine being evicted and homeless during the peak of this pandemic and in the depth of winter, your 
belongings thrown into your front yard? Would your car stay warm enough for your family to sleep in 
overnight? Which family members or friends would you text about sleeping on their couch? 

 

Right now, tenants have some protections under the Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s federal 
eviction moratorium. But the federal moratorium is set to expire on Dec. 31, which means the last shred 
of protection that tenants have will disappear. Untold thousands of our neighbors will lose their homes, 
even as the virus peaks and our elected officials beg us to stay home. How can you stay healthy at home 
if you don’t have a home?  
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession) 

 

Tuesday, December 22 
5:00 - 5:45 p.m.  

Wednesday, December 23 
9:00 - 10:00 a.m. 
5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 

 

Sisters of Christian Charity Chapel 
Located in the Parish Center 

Enter through front door on State Street 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

Vigils on Thursday, December 24, 2020 
3:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m., & 7:00 p.m. 

(no 10:00 p.m. Mass) 
 

We will Live Stream our 5:00 p.m. Mass via Our 
YouTube Channel:   

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church New Orleans 
 

Christmas Day Mass 
Friday, December 25, 2020 

9:30 a.m. 

We invite you to join us this weekend for one of our masses either in church or via live stream of the  
Sunday 9:30 am mass via our YouTube Channel, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church New Orleans.   

 

A link will be available on our website:  www.stfrancisuptown.com and  
our Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/sfauptown 

Guidelines for Attendance at Christmas Masses 
 

After consulting the Pastoral Council and Liturgy Committee, St. Francis of Assisi will implement 
these guidelines for the celebration of our Christmas Masses during this Coronavirus Christmas.  
The guidelines for mass attendance with social distancing limits the number of parishioners plan-
ning to attend the Christmas masses to 160 people per mass subject to change according to city 
mandates.  Attendance is by first come first served.  We are not accepting reservations.  We  
suggest that you arrive together as a family. Once you are seated in church, you will be unable to 
save room in the pew for  family members who may be coming later. Once we reach capacity, no 
one will be allowed to enter the church.  Security Officers will be stationed at the front entrance 
and the side entrance with the ramp.  Doors will open 30 minutes before each mass.  Facial cover-
ing is required in church. 

What we celebrate in these final days of Advent and at Christmas is God’s building plan for our lives and 
for his kingdom. God’s kingdom is here to last, never to deteriorate or crumble. It all began with the sim-
ple yes of a virgin and the resulting birth of the Babe, who was placed in the crude manger in a cave. 
God’s building plan unfolds from the virgin, to the cradle and then to the cross.  
 

Our liturgy takes us to the cusp of the great celebration of Christmas. God’s building plan is ready to be 
revealed to us once again in order to bring joy to the world. Allow God’s plan to be your plan.  
 

At the end of our journey, our tents collapse and are folded away, while our souls make their home in a 
new dwelling place – the very tent of God himself.  May we continue our journeys grateful for this tent 
of ours (despite being torn and worn by life’s struggles). God assures us of his presence along the road 
we walk and the construction projects we undertake, until we call God’s tent home.  

For All Christmas Masses:  Due to Covid-19 and Social Distance Guidelines,  
Seating for Mass Limited to 160 Parishioners, First Come First Served 

 

Security Provided 
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA December 20, 2020 

SATURDAY, December 19 - 4:00pm - Robert McIntyre, 
Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Julia Pansano, Henry Schorr, Jerry 
McGuinness, Ed Plauché, Special Intention Cynthia Gilmore 

SUNDAY, December 20 - 9:30am - Parishioners 

11:30am  - Nancy Clair McCann, Betsie Malancon, Warren 
H. Prados, Jeanne Serpas Metge, Patsy Gibbons, Special 
Intention Cynthia Gilmore 

MONDAY, December 21 - Special Intention Cynthia Gil-
more 

TUESDAY, December 22 - All Souls Book of Remem-
brance 

WEDNESDAY, December 23 - Billy Hock 

THURSDAY, December 24 

3:00pm  - Lionel T. & Catherine P. Hammock, Sidney A. 
Mills, III, Special Intention Cynthia Gilmore 

5:00pm - Sidney A. Mills, III 
7:00pm - Sidney A. Mills, III 
FRIDAY, December 25 - Parishioners 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Poor Souls in Purgatory 

Mass Intentions 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

In today’s Gospel reading we have the story of 
the Annunciation, when the angel of the Lord an-
nounced to Mary that she would give birth to 
Christ through the intercession of the Holy Spirit.  
Mary allowed God’s messenger to speak to her.  
She was attentive, not afraid to enter into a dia-
logue, then unconditionally obedient.  Mary’s ac-
ceptance of this mystery is a stewardship model 
for us.  Good stewards remain open to the incur-
sions of divine life into the normal course of their 
daily lives.  How open are we to the promptings 
of the Holy Spirit in our own lives?  What might 
we do this last week of Advent to be more atten-
tive to the Lord? 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

December 20th - December 26th  
 

Sunday 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5,  

  27, 29; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38 

Monday Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 

 20-21; Lk 1:39-45 

Tuesday 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; 

 Lk 1:46-56 

Wednesday Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 

  14; Lk 1:57-66 

Thursday Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; 

 Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 or Mt  

 1:18-25 

Friday Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6;  

 Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14 

Saturday Acts 6:8-10, Acts 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and  

 8ab, 16bc and 17; Mt 10:17-22 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Christopher Brew-
ster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy 
Dermady, Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, 
James Ira Ford, Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Cynthia Gilmore, Tam-
berly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, Leona 
Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Mad-
dox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menas-
co, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, John “Junior” Morreale, 
Joy Morton, Earl Pansano, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, 
Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty 
Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, 
Emma Ryan, Robert Schwab, Ainsley Saleun, Antoine Saleun, 
Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil 
Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Hainkel, Covenant and 
Poydras Homes and Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

December 12-13, 2020 

 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

          Envelopes                                                                    $6,561.00 
          Loose                                                                                                                             $1,508.00 
          E-Giving                                                                                                                                 $1,442.00 
          TOTAL                                                                         $9,511.00 

Special Collections 
             Matthew 25 Ministry                                                    $68.00 
                       Retirement Fund for Religious                              $1,978.00 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

The Parish Office will be closed for the The Parish Office will be closed for the The Parish Office will be closed for the The Parish Office will be closed for the 

Christmas holidays on Christmas holidays on Christmas holidays on Christmas holidays on 

Thursday, December 24Thursday, December 24Thursday, December 24Thursday, December 24th  th  th  th      

andandandand    

    Friday,  December 25Friday,  December 25Friday,  December 25Friday,  December 25thththth.  .  .  .      

Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!    
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS     

FLOWER OFFERINGSFLOWER OFFERINGSFLOWER OFFERINGSFLOWER OFFERINGS    
 

REQUESTED BY: REQUESTED BY: REQUESTED BY: REQUESTED BY:                                                                                                                                                                                                                     IN MEMORY/HONOR OF:IN MEMORY/HONOR OF:IN MEMORY/HONOR OF:IN MEMORY/HONOR OF:    
 

Mr. Albert Armbruster, Jr………………………………………………………..The Armbruster Family 

Mrs. Sofia Botero……………………………………………………………………….Duque Hermanos 

Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Cassreino………………………………………….Lombardo & Cassreino Families                                                   

Julie Ceasar………………………………………………………....Anthony Alappat and Linda Ceasar 

Irene & Sonya David…………………………………………………………………..……Merrill David 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Ecuyer…………………………………………………………...The Ecuyer Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Ellington………….…………………….Mildred B. delCorral, Philip S. del Corral  

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Forshag……………………………...…….………...Forshag Family & Selser Family 

Mr. &Mrs. Allen Frederic………………………………..………………..Leland & Lorraine Anderson,  

                                                                                                                  Allen & Ines Frederic  

Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Glenn……………….…………..……………………………….Glenn & Fagot Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Hammet……………………………………………………….The Hammet Family  

Miss Sandra Hartley………………………….……………………….………...Valerie Brewster Hartley  

Miss Camelia Hinojosa……….…………….Mr. & Mrs. R.A. Hinojosa, Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Brennan,   

                                                                                                               and Mr. Russell Landry 

Mr. & Mrs. Phillips Johnston…………………Nancy Christine Cooney & Mr. Francis D. Cooney, Jr. 

Mr. Alejandro Leon……………………………………………………………………...The Leon Family 

Mrs. Pat McIntyre…………………………………………………………………..The McIntyre Family 

Dr. Paul Melancon……………………………………………………………………….Betsie Melancon 

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Pansano…………………………………………………………….The Pansano Family 

Mrs. Everette Perret…………………………………………………………………….The Perret Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Poindexter……………………………..Mitzi Poindexter & Kimberly Poindexter 

JoAnne Ranger………………………………………………………………………...The Ranger Family 

Mrs. Margaret Rosenfeld………………………………………………………………..Francis Candileri 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Roussel………………………………………………………….The Roussel Family 

Mrs. Gaile Schorr……………………………………………………………………….The Schorr Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Smith……………………………………………..Paule Julas, Frank & Nancy Nezzio 

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Smith……………………………………………………………...The Smith Family 

Mrs. Albert Stall, Sr……………………………………………………………………….The Stall Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Treuting……………………………………………………….The Treuting Family 

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Truxillo…………………………………………………………The Truxillo Family 

Mr. Paul Vetter………………………………………………………………………...Norman H. Vetter 

Mrs. Norman Woods………………………………..Valentina & Ruth Escobar and Imogene Woods 
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Today’s Readings: 2 Samuel 7:1–5, 8b–12, 14a, 16; Psalm 
89:2–3, 4–5, 27, 29; Romans 16:25–27; Luke 1:26–38. God 
chose David, the youngest son in his family and a mere 
shepherd, to be king. David was a skilled and competent 
leader, but he was also devout. As he acknowledges all that 
God has done for him, he expresses his wish to do some-
thing for God, namely, to build God a temple. God replies 
that he needs no such favors from David. God then elevates 
the king still further by promising that David’s descendants 
would rule over Israel forever.

Mary, an insignificant woman from a Galilean village, 
would never have imagined how much God would favor her. 
She does not think there is anything important she could do 

for God, but the angel assures her that there is. Though star-
tled and hesitant, Mary accepts God’s will. She is ultimately 
elevated even above King David. She both bears God’s Son 
and becomes part of the new era that this long-awaited 
descendant of David brings about. 

We are God’s favored ones, too. God strengthens us to 
live devoutly. He speaks to us in the law and the prophets 
and now also in the letters of the Apostles and in the 
Gospels. He sent his Son to reveal his extraordinary love. 
The love of God is a mystery that broadens and deepens the 
more we enter into it. We are surrounded and uplifted by 
this endless love. God invites us to bear that love in the 
world so that all will know his grace and favor.

Sunday, December 20, 2020
Favored Ones

Waiting
God of wisdom and strength,
we await you.
Like David, we await your prophetic guidance
and the peace you promise.
Like Mary, we await the liberation 

of all people
and the fullness of your kingdom.
Do not keep us waiting.

Deliver us from hatred, ignorance, 
and apathy.

Bring us your justice and your healing.
Give us your wisdom, compassion, 

and courage.
Show us your light.
We await you, for you alone can save us.
Come quickly, Lord! Do not delay.
We await you.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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This Week at Home
Monday, December 21
Leaping for Joy
Today’s readings urge us to rejoice, even to leap for joy. Such 
joy is not a mere emotion but a state of being. As we prepare 
to celebrate the birth of Christ, we simultaneously look fur-
ther ahead to his return in glory. God came into our world, 
and we know that God will come again. Even now, God is 
with us. God will never leave us. Play music such as Handel’s 
“Messiah” and sing or dance for joy. Today’s Readings: Song 
of Songs 2:8–14 or Zephaniah 3:14–18a; Psalm 33:2–3, 
11–12, 20–21; Luke 1:39–45.

Tuesday, December 22 
Reversals 
Hannah at last bears a child through the power of God. In 
thanksgiving, she dedicates her son for service to the Lord. 
Having just had her own experience of reversal, Hannah then 
prophesies about the changes of fortune that await Israel. 
Centuries later, Mary echoes Hannah’s words as she voices 
her prophetic hymn. Use Hannah’s song or Mary’s Magnificat 
to pray for all those who need God to lift them up. Today’s 
Readings: 1 Samuel 1:24–28; 1 Samuel 2:1, 4–5, 6–7, 
8abcd; Luke 1:46–56.

Wednesday, December 23
Purification
Like other prophets, Elijah helped cleanse God’s people by 
stopping their worship of foreign gods. In the First Reading, 
we hear that Elijah will return to purify another generation 
of God’s people. John the Baptist was Elijah for the people of 
his day. In every age, we need prophets to help us purify our 
hearts and prepare for the fullness of God’s presence. Pray 
with an image of John the Baptist. In what ways should you 
purify yourself to prepare for the day of the Lord? Today’s 
Readings: Malachi 3:1–4, 23–24; Psalm 25:4–5ab, 8–9, 10 
and 14; Luke 1:57–66.

Thursday, December 24
Rest from Our Enemies
God has granted King David and all Israel safety from their 
enemies. This time of peace was a glimpse of the peace that 
God would one day bring to the whole world. Zechariah 
prophesies that this new era is about to begin. God will van-
quish violence, pain, greed, hatred, injustice—all of the evil 
that endangers us. As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our 
Savior, pray for those people and places that especially need 
God’s peace. Today’s Readings: 2 Samuel 7:1–5, 8b–12, 14a, 
16; Psalm 89:2–3, 4–5, 27 and 29; Luke 1:67–79.

Friday, December 25
Among Shepherds
We don’t know what Mary expected when she became 
the mother of God’s Son. Probably, she didn’t expect to lay 
this divine child in a feeding trough nor to be visited by 
shepherds. She must have been baffled, but she calmly 
accepted and reflected on all of it. The surprising way in 
which God chose to free us from evil and death is something 
for us to ponder, too. In the midst of what might be a full and 
busy day, take some time to sit before a nativity scene and 
reflect on its meaning. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 62:11–12; 
Psalm 97:1, 6, 11–12; Titus 3:4–7; Luke 2:15–20.

Saturday, December 26
St. Stephen, the First Martyr
The harrowing story of the stoning of Stephen is an abrupt 
change from the joy and peace of Christmas day. 
St. Stephen’s witness, however, is not one of fear and pain 
but of devotion to Christ. St. Stephen not only fulfills Jesus’ 
words about persecution, he also dies like Jesus: he entrusts 
himself to God and forgives his persecutors. Is there 
someone you should forgive this Christmas season? 
Today’s Readings: Acts of the Apostles 6:8–10; 7:54–59; 
Psalm 31:3cd–4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17; Matthew 10:17–22.
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