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Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

Who's the smartest person in the world? You could make a case for Ken Jennings. He's the guy 
who won 74 consecutive matches on Jeopardy! He took home more than $2,500,000. You may be 
tempted to nominate Sheldon Cooper, the renowned physicist featured on The Big Bang Theory. 
True, he is smart. But he's a fictional character. Garry Kasparov is a name that's often brought up 
in discussions about smarts. He's the famous Russian chess player who, at the age of 22, became 
the world's youngest undisputed chess champion. Critics are quick to point out, however, that 
Kasparov was later beaten at chess by an IBM computer. Who gets your vote? 

 

According to the World Genius Directory, the smartest person in the world is Dr. Evangelos 
Katsioulis, a 36-year-old Greek psychologist. His IQ score is 198. His score is 30 points higher 
than the ranking of "genius." Almost double the score of your average human, and 23 points high-
er than Jeopardy’s Ken Jennings' paltry 175. No matter how you rank them or whether or not you 
can name them, there are some incredibly smart people in this world.  
 

The majority of us are not listed in the World Genius Directory. And neither would any of the 
apostles of Jesus meet the criteria. Jesus called followers and not geniuses. He chooses them. Je-
sus doesn’t call the equipped. He equips the called. He opens their hearts to God’s gift of love. 
And to demonstrate God’s overwhelming generosity, Jesus has them take their boats out after a 
night of catching nothing. Their nets are filled with fish. It is not their doing. It is gift. Everything 
is gift.  
 

The last week of January we join the nation in celebrating Catholic Schools Week. As Archbishop 
Aymond writes in his letter published in its entirety in this bulletin, “Our schools work continu-
ously to remain institutions of academic excellence, deeply rooted in Christ’s teachings. However, 
in order to remain successful, Catholic schools depend on financial resources.” Our Catholic 
schools are communities – small families in their own right, but also members of the larger com-
munity of home, church, city and nation.  
 

Next weekend’s collection is designated to offer tuition assistance to those families that want their 
children in a Catholic school but are struggling to pay the tuition. Our parish elementary school 
closed its doors in 1996. But supporting Catholic education still remains our responsibility by our 
witness and generosity. Please read Archbishop Aymond’s letter. 
 

Joseph R. Fahey, a Jesuit priest, was a mathematical genius. He was also a brilliant fund-raiser for 
Boston College High School, which he headed, multiplying their endowment by 500 times. He 
personally donated tens of thousands of dollars to other Jesuit causes while upholding his vow of 
poverty. How did he do it? At the blackjack table. By card-counting. Tom Long, a reporter for the 
Boston Globe, explains: Dressed in his one blue suit, Father Fahey played blackjack tables from 
Atlantic City to Las Vegas— "all for the greater glory of God'" as he once said— until the casinos 
blacklisted him.  
 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

We invite you to join us this weekend for one of our masses either in church or via live stream  

of the Sunday 9:30 am mass via our YouTube Channel, 

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church New Orleans.   
 

A link will be available on our website:  www.stfrancisuptown.com and  

our Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/sfauptown 

Mothers Prayers Group  
now meets on  

TUESDAYS at 10:00am  
at the Parish Center (outside.)  

 

Moms in every stage of parenting  
are welcome.  

 

For more information contact Melisa Rey 
504.227.3766 or  

familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 

Fr. Michael on Retreat 
 

Fr. Michael will be participating 
in a private self-directed retreat 
with his brother priests at the Ab-
bey Christian Life Center in Cov-
ington from January 25-29.  
  

Please remember him and his brother priests as 
they reflect and pray about their priestly life and 
ministry to the People of God.   

Like Father Joseph Fahey, Jesus, in today’s gospel call, is taking a gamble in actively drafting 
these less than genius members of his team. Jesus is in a recruitment mode. He knows that his 
team will eventually be given the daunting task of igniting a spiritual movement that will spread 
around the globe and endure for millenniums.  
 

And there is a sense of urgency in these lines. When someone yells “Stop!” we instantly freeze. 
When someone yells “Fore!” we instinctively duck. When someone yells “Fire!’ we immediately 
run. All these exclamations carry a built-in urgency provoking an immediate and total response. 
When Jesus exclaims that this “is the time of fulfillment,” we must hear him with the same sense 
of urgency.  
 

This gospel portrays Jesus urgently on the move, gathering coworkers to join him in his saving 
mission. Do we have a sense of urgency about our own Catholic faith formation? Do we have a 
sense of urgency about caring when we see someone in trouble? About loving when we notice 
someone excluded? About reconciling hurt? About eliminating, to the best of our ability, suffering 
in all forms? Every day is a “time of fulfillment,’ every day brings the “kingdom of God” at hand. 
In our faithful responding, we become one with Jesus in his saving mission and our Catholic 
Schools play a major role in that mission. Nothing is more urgent than this.  
 

Who is the smartest person in the world? Sure, the World Genius Directory claims to have an an-
swer for us. But that's only if we define "smart" in terms of puzzle solving and IQ scores. Maybe 
what makes one smart isn't our ability to give the right answer. Maybe what makes us smart is our 
ability to recognize a good thing when it comes our way. Plenty of "smart" people have passed on 
Jesus. But not James and John. Not Simon and Andrew. They got picked and then they gave up 
everything else. And obviously that decision of Jesus was pure genius. Amen. 
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SATURDAY, January 23 - 4:00pm - Lucille Mire 
McCann, Henry Schorr, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Julia Pan-
sano, Billy Hock, E. J. Piglia, Lillie Mae Archer Boos, Greg-
ory Juan 

SUNDAY, January 24 - 9:30am - Betsie Melancon, Lloyd 
S. April, Thomas Guidry, Michael Rapier, Carlos Barboza 

11:30am  - Parishioners 

MONDAY, January 25 - A. Herbert & Helen Martin 

TUESDAY, January 26 - Billy Hock 

WEDNESDAY, January 27 - Special Intention Bob & 
Nancy Albon 

THURSDAY, January 28 - Esther Lingoni 
FRIDAY, January 29 - All Souls Book of Remembrance  

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 
Betsie Melancon 

Adoration  

of the   

Blessed Sacrament  

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

Friday Mornings 

9:00am - 10:00am 

In Church following 8:30am Mass 

Mass Intentions 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

January 24th - January 30th  
 

Sunday Jon 3:1-5, 10; Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 

 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20 

Monday Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; 

 Mk 16:15-18 

Tuesday 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3,  

 7-8a. 10; Mk 3:31-35 

Wednesday Heb 10:11-18; Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4; Mk 4:1-20 

Thursday Heb 10:19-25; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6;  

 Mk 4:21-25 

Friday Heb 10:32-39; Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 23-24, 39-40; 

 Mk 4:26-34 

Saturday Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75; 

 Mk 4:35-41 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette 
Clark, Cathy Dermady, Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  
Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Cyn-
thia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, 
Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert 
Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig 
Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitche-
ner, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, Earl Pansano, An-
gelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Phil-
burn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Rig-
gle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert 
Schwab, Ainsley Saleun, Antoine Saleun, Louis Scott, Sr., 
Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil 
Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Hainkel, Covenant and 
Poydras Homes and Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

January 16-17, 2021 

         Envelopes                                                                     $1,752.00 
         Loose                                                                                         $1,125.00 
         E-Giving                                                                               $1,357.00 
         TOTAL                                                                        $4,234.00 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 

   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

The first disciples of Jesus in today’s Gospel 

left their work and their daily routines to fol-

low him.  They abandoned their livelihoods, 

familiar surroundings and the lives to which 

they had become accustomed to be closer to 

him.  The good steward finds ways to be re-

moved from what may be a comfortable exist-

ence or daily routine in order to serve the 

Lord more faithfully.  All too often, out of 

fear, insecurity or even selfishness, we refuse 

to leave the safety of the little world we have 

created for ourselves in order to hear the 

Lord’s call and be challenged by his Gospel.  

Perhaps we should reflect on what comforts 

we need to sacrifice in order to be better stew-

ards of God’s mercy, compassion and hospi-

tality he planted within us. 
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High School Confirmation 

 

Students who attend Catholic high 

school receive the sacrament of 

Confirmation through their home 

parish. Catholic school students in 

the 10th grade or above who wish to be con-

firmed in October 2021 are asked to please reg-

ister for the sacrament as soon as possible. Reg-

istration is available on our website at https://

www.stfrancisuptown.com/registration-form. 

The first immediate preparation class will take 

place January 31 on Zoom.  

 

There are several religious items on a 
table in the back of church.  Please 
feel free to take any items you’d like 
for yourself or to share with others.   

Lord, Teach Me  
To Pray  

 

Are you interested in a 
deeper relationship with 
God; do you want to 
improve your prayer life?  St. Fran-
cis of Assisi will offer Groups for 
Women. 
 

Thursday’s beginning  
February 4th  

 Parish Center - 611 State Street 
 

9:30am - Part 1  
“Praying Christian Virtues”  

 

For Lord, Teach Me To Pray at St. 
Francis of Assisi, contact Missy 
Duncan at (504) 430-7268. 
 

For more information and to register: 
www.lordteachmetopray.com  

 

Questions or need additional  
information :   

 

Contact Mrs. Carol Weiler at  
(504) 439-5933  

 

or Fr. Martin Gleeson, O.P. at  
(504) 717-8770.  

POPE FRANCIS’  

JANUARY PRAYER INTENTION  

May the Lord give us the grace to live in full 

fellowship with our brothers and sisters of 

other religions, praying for one other, open to 

all.  
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