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Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

In August 1997 two of my priest classmates and I treated ourselves to a 25th Anniversary of ordi-
nation gift: a cruise to Alaska, the inside passage and a land exploration to Prudhoe Bay in the Ar-
tic Circle. Our final stop was Denali Park in the shadow of Mt. McKinley. Since clouds overshad-
ow the mountain 90% of the time, we decided to take a single engine, four-passenger plane ride to 
view its majestic peak. It was easier than climbing. What a breath-taking experience. 
 

Mountains have a certain lure about them. Even at a distance one is drawn to the beauty and maj-
esty of the towering heights. Mountains evoke a power and stability that speaks to the eternal. 
 

Hills and mountains are scattered throughout the Holy Land. And on those high places, sacrifices 
were offered and oblations made to every kind of god imaginable, including the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. On one of my pilgrimages to the Holy Land I learned that even under the 
Church of the Transfiguration, on Mount Tabor, excavations have revealed an ancient Canaanite 
high place where sacrifices were performed long before Jesus took Peter, James, and John up to 
its lofty heights. 
 

We encounter mountains in all the scriptures this weekend: Moriah, the place of Abraham’s sacri-
fice—almost his son; Zion, the mountain of the psalm 116, where the Temple, the courts of the 
Lord, was built; Rome, with its seven hills, to whom Paul addresses his letter; and Tabor, the 
mount of the transfiguration, on which the disciples hardly knew what to say. 
 

Despite their draw, mountains are not always serene places. Just like Mt. McKinley, other moun-
tains are treacherous and dangerous. Skiers and snowmobilers can get caught in a sudden ava-
lanche in the mountains. 
 

Mountain heights are dangerous for more than natural reasons. Mountains can also be strategic 
weapons—made dangerous by human activity during war. One reason cities were built on hills 
was that they were more defensible. When Israel captured the Golan Heights from Syria, they 
were doing so to protect their population on the lower elevations.  
 

It goes without saying that there are mountains in each person’s life. Some are grand, glorious, 
and majestic experiences that make us want to cry out in praise and gratitude. Others are painful 
reminders that the road we travel is not always a smooth plain. Whether it’s Moriah, or Tabor, or 
Zion, or eventually Calvary, the mountains will always be there. The price for climbing the moun-
tain that life places before us is transformation and transfiguration.  
 

Transformation and transfiguration describe a phenomenon with which we are all quite familiar. 
This process of evolving, growing and changing is clearly and beautifully evident in the changing 
of the season. On a human and personal level, transformation and transfiguration can take many 
forms. Hair goes gray or recedes or disappears completely as youth gives way to maturity. Other 
types of transformation and transfiguration are less desirable. Who has not seen a loved one or 
friend ravaged by sickness.  
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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

We invite you to join us this weekend for one of our masses either in church or via live stream  

of the Sunday 9:30 am mass via our YouTube Channel,  

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church New Orleans.   
 

A link will be available on our website:  www.stfrancisuptown.com and  

our Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/sfauptown 

Let us be together, even though we have to be apart. 
 

Sign up to be a Lenten Prayer Partner!   
 

Contact familylife@stfrancisuptown.com or 
504.227.3766 

 

Please include the following:  Name - Email - Cell 
phone number -  Special prayer intention -  Tid Bits 
about you & -Whether it’s ok to share your provided 

information with the person praying for you. 
 

Example: Melisa Rey, fami-
lylife@stfrancisuptown.com 504.227.3766, Married, 

Mom of 2, Loves Nature, Intention: For Virtual 
Learners - OK to share my info.  

 

Be a good prayer partner:  
 Pray for your prayer partner every day.  

Light a candle, Pray the Rosary, Sit in Ado-
ration of the Blessed Sacrament, ask their 
Patron Saint to Intercede on your behalf. 

 Let them know that you are praying for 
them.  Is there a special intention you can 

pray for?   

 Send a note, email, text reminding them that 
you are praying for them.   

While all these transformations and transfigurations vary in significance, they share a common 
characteristic: The changes are external in nature, affecting the physical aspect or the person. It 
may not enter into that spiritual place where each of us is truly who we are before God. In Jesus’ 
transfiguration before his disciples, he invites each of us to enter into that experience whereby we 
are transformed not from without, but from within the depths of our being. What transformation 
and transfiguration are you hoping for as you journey up the mountain of Lent? 
 

In Rory Cooney’s Lenten anthem, “Jerusalem, My Destiny,” we sing, “I have fixed my eyes on 
your hills, Jerusalem, my destiny!” Our Lent leads us not only to the hill of Calvary to die with 
Jesus, but also to be transfigured with him as we renew our baptismal promises at Easter and rise 
with him in the glory of the resurrection.  

Join us to celebrate St. Joseph Day. 
Friday, March 19 

We will celebrate Mass at 8:30 am & 6:30pm 
(No Stations of the Cross) 

Novena to St. Joseph March 11-19 after Mass 

Subscribe to the  
Year of the Eucharist & St. Joseph 

 

The Archdiocese of New Orleans is bringing a 
unique opportunity for you to deepen your faith 
and understanding in the Eucharist and devotion 
to St. Joseph.  Please find the new Year of the 
Eucharist & St. St. Joseph website and consider 
subscribing at:   
 

http://nolacatholic.org/eucharist  
 

to receive regular email messages that will in-
clude short excerpts of Church teachings, prayers, 
spiritual reflections, and faith sharing from cler-
gy, religious, and laity in the archdiocese and be-
yond.  
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SATURDAY, February 27 - 4:00pm - Nancy Clair 

McCann, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Henry Schorr, Julia Pan-

sano, Gregory Juan, Michael J. Rapier, Jerry Piglia, Judy 

Sekinger, Fr. Joseph Tranchina, Jose Luis Terrazas 

SUNDAY, February 28 - 9:30am - Betsie Melancon, Es-

ther Lingoni, Maria Woods, Linda Mumford McAdams, 

Rene Comeaux, Norman Comeaux, Sidney F. Lewis, IV 

11:30am  - Parishioners 

MONDAY, March 1 - Helen Martin 

TUESDAY, March 2 - Tom Bishop 

WEDNESDAY, March 3 - Warren J. Haslauer, Sr. 

THURSDAY, March 4 - All Souls Book of Remembrance  

FRIDAY, March 5 - Special Intention Anne DiPaola 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Victims of Natural Disasters 

Mass Intentions 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

February 28th - March 6th  
 

Sunday Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ps 116:10, 15, 
 16-17, 18-19; Rom 8:31b-34; Mk 9:2-10 
Monday Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13; Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23; 
 Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16;  
 Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Lk 16:19-31 
Friday Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-17,  
 18-19, 20-21; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10,  
 11-12; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette 
Clark, Cathy Dermady, Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  
Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Cyn-
thia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, 
Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert 
Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig 
Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitche-
ner, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, Earl Pansano, 
Johnny Parker, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa 
Phelps, Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, 
Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma 
Ryan, Robert Schwab, Ainsley Saleun, Antoine Saleun, Lou-
is Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, 
Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Hainkel, 
Covenant and Poydras Homes and Lambeth House. 
 
O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

FEBRUARY 20-21, 2021 
         

Envelopes                                                                    $3,799.00 
         

Loose                                                                                                   $924.64   
         

E-Giving                                                                                          $979.00 
         

TOTAL                                                                        $5,702.64 
 

Special Collections 
         Matthew 25 Ministry                                                   $70.00 
          

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

The Gospel story of the transfiguration of Jesus 
holds many lessons; the most prominent being the 
transformation of Jesus from simply being per-
ceived as a wise and gifted prophet to the one 
who has fulfilled the sacred traditions of the Mo-
saic law and the hope of the prophets, the Messi-
ah, the Christ.  The Lord calls his stewards to par-
ticipate in His redemptive activity.  Heeding this 
call requires transformation, being willing to re-
nounce patterns of behavior that draw us away 
from God.  In this coming week of Lent, let us 
pray for the grace to be transformed, so that by 
our goodness and generosity, we may walk more 
authentically in the footsteps of Jesus. 

Stations of the Cross 
Friday’s 6:30 pm 

 

Fridays during Lent the stations of 

the cross will be celebrated at 6:30 

pm in the Church. 

This weekend, the Special Collection is for Catholic 
Charities Archdiocese of New Orleans.  Your sup-
port  provides crucial funds that enable Catholic 
Charities to bring hope and support to those in need 
in our archdiocese.  Donations through this special 
collection enable Catholic Charities to help over 
54,000 individuals and families each year.  Please 
join in this mission of service to the poor and vulner-
able by supporting Catholic Charities with an open 
and generous heart. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

Mothers Prayers Group 
now meets on 

TUESDAYS at 10:00am 
at the Parish Center (outside) 

Moms in every stage of parenting 
are welcome. 

For more information contact Melisa Rey 
504.227.3766 or 

familylife@stfrancisuptown.com

Join St. Francis —

and more than 

12,000 parishes 

across the U.S. —

in a life-changing 

Lenten journey with Catholic Relief Service’s 

Rice Bowl, a faith-in-action program that in-

vites us to reflect on the challenges of global 

hunger. Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more. 

Pick up your family’s Rice 

Bowl from the entrances of 

church. They are also avail-

able at the Parish Center at 

891-4479. 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish

Adoration of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

Friday Mornings

9:00am - 10:00am

In Church following 8:30am Mass

Attention Healthcare Professionals
Converging Roads Conference: 

Human Dignity at the End of Life 

March 6, 9:15am-5:15pm. One-day online medical 
ethics conference presented by St. John Paul II Foun-
dation, Diocese of Baton Rouge, and Franciscan Mis-
sionaries of Our Lady Health System. Healthcare pro-
fessionals can earn up to 7 hours of continuing educa-
tion credits. Registration $39-$119 based on CME/
CNE inclusion. Students can attend for free. 

Learn more at convergingroads.com and register at 
https://forlifeandfamily.org/events/cr21-brla/ 

Pulse Immersion Weekend in Baton Rouge March 
26-28 and in Greater New Orleans April 16-18. Pro-
life Youth Initiative of Louisiana Right to Life. Multi-
faceted program to train junior high, high school, and 
college students to be pro-life agents of change. 
866.463.5433 or ProLifePulseLa.com 

Have you lost a child through miscarriage, 
stillbirth, or abortion? 

New Orleans Catholic Cemeteries offers an 
opportunity for families to memorialize their lost 

babies by name with a bronze plaque. 
https://nolacatholiccemeteries.org/holy-innocents-plaques 

Golden Wedding 

Anniversary Celebration

Sunday, June 27, 202 1

3:00 p.m.

St. Philip Neri (Metairie)

This event is for couples married 50 years or 

more.  Please register by Friday, March 12th by 

contacting the parish office (504) 891-4479.

Each couple will receive a certificate and pic-

ture with Archbishop Aymond.

This celebration will not be a Mass, but a pray-

er service.

Attendance of Mass for Sunday obligation will 

have to be met within one’s parish.

SAVE THE DATE!

VBS 2021

July 26 - 30

9:00am - 12:00pm daily

Vacation Bible School is 

open to all children entering 

K—5th grade. Adult and 

teen volunteers (16+) are needed. Registration 

will be available in early March. For more in-

formation, please contact Christi Schott 227-

3765 or cschott@stfrancisuptown.com 
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Today’s readings: Genesis 22:1–2, 9a, 10–13, 15–18; Psalm 
116:10, 15, 16–17, 18–19; Romans 8:31b–34; Mark 9:2–10. 
After Jesus first predicts that he will suffer, he takes Peter, 
James, and John apart from everyone else. These apostles 
see Jesus in his glory, in gleaming clothing with Moses and 
Elijah, whose presence communicates that Jesus is the ful-
fillment of the law and the prophets. Then the apostles hear 
a voice from heaven, saying, “This is my beloved Son. 
Listen to him.” As quickly as the vision appears, it ceases.

As conflicts arose between Jesus and the leaders of the 
day, the apostles may have taken comfort in knowing that 
Jesus is God’s “beloved Son.” Walking through the passion 
with Jesus, they could cling to the glimpse of Jesus’ glory.

The words beloved Son also may have called to mind 
for them the sacrifice of Isaac. Abraham had been obedient 
to God and had not withheld his beloved son. Abraham 
knew God and, therefore, knew that God is a keeper of 
promises. Somehow, even when it seemed impossible, God’s 
promise would be fulfilled. Abraham would be the father of 
many through Isaac. He believed in God’s promise, even 
when it seemed that the promise could not be kept. In this 
moment we see another prefiguration of what is to come, the 
impossible hope that endures through Good Friday and is 
vindicated on Easter morning.

Where have you glimpsed resurrection? How can you 
hold to these moments in your times of trial? 

Sunday, February 28, 2021
Glimpses of Glory

Help Us to Love
Loving Father,
you sent us the gift of your Son,
One like us in all ways but sin,
to show us what it means to love as you love. 
Listen to him, you tell us.
Provide us with the grace to hear 
and respond to his voice,
to look at the world’s brokenness and 

not feel despair,

but see your promise that all the world
shall be transfigured by your love.
Allow us to be transfigured to do what 

you will,
that we might use the life we have been 

given to glorify you.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Second Sunday of Lent



SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2021 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Kathryn Ball-Boruff. Illustrated by Kate Cosgrove. 
Scripture quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition. Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese 
of Chicago, on July 6, 2020.

This Week at Home 
Monday, March 1
Mercy
Jesus instructs his followers to do the seemingly impossible: 
be merciful just as God is merciful. God’s mercy is endless. 
How can we ever manage to love as he does? Living in a 
world that overflows with brokenness, we have endless 
opportunities to bring mercy to another. In our families, we 
have so many chances to forgive. How can you extend mercy 
to someone today? Today’s readings: Deuteronomy 9:4b–10; 
Psalm 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Luke 6:36–38.

Tuesday, March 2
The Greatest among You
From birth, human beings prefer to look at other human 
faces more than anything else. We come into the world ready 
for relationships of love. Yet as we seek out that love, we miss 
the mark. Rather than authentic love, which both affirms us 
and challenges us, we seek out approval, acclaim, and status. 
We look for relationships that reflect us back to ourselves in 
a positive light. Humility is opting out of this unwinnable 
game. It is knowing that we have an identity that cannot be 
taken away from us: beloved child of God. Once we accept 
that this is the love we are looking for, the love that grounds 
our being, we no longer worry about where we fit. We can 
instead imitate the one who humbled himself, who came in 
our likeness, who lived in love. Today’s readings: Isaiah 
1:10, 16–20; Psalm 50:8–9, 16bc–17, 21 and 23; Matthew 
23:1–12.

Wednesday, March 3
St. Katharine Drexel
St. Katharine Drexel was an heiress in Philadelphia who felt 
incredibly moved by the plight of Native Americans and 
African Americans in the United States in the late nineteenth 
century. She recognized this pull on her heart as a call from 
God, and she gave up her fortune and founded a religious 

order, establishing missions and schools that served these 
groups. She listened for God’s voice and responded. How can 
you do the same? Today’s readings: Jeremiah 18:18–20; 
Psalm 31:5–6, 14, 15–16; Matthew 20:17–28.

Thursday, March 4
St. Casimir
St. Casimir was a Polish prince with legendary generosity to 
the poor. Is there a sacrifice you could make today in order to 
give generously to the poor in his honor? Consider what 
Abraham said at the end of today’s Gospel reading. How has 
Christ’s rising from the dead persuaded you to be merciful? 
Today’s readings: Jeremiah 17:5–10; Psalm 1:1–2, 3, 4 and 
6; Luke 16:19–31.

Friday, March 5
Act with Justice
Over and over, the prophets and Jesus call us to give up our 
sinful ways and act with justice. We fail to recognize that the 
goods of creation are intended for all people and cling tightly 
to what we have when many do not have enough. Today 
choose to eat a simple lunch or dinner, and donate the cost 
savings to a charity that serves those who are food insecure. 
Today’s readings: Genesis 37:3–4, 12–13a, 17b–28a; Psalm 
105:16–17, 18–19, 20–21; Matthew 21:33–43, 45–46.

Saturday, March 6
Merciful Love
Spend some time reflecting on the words of Jesus in the par-
able of the prodigal son, and allow yourself to hear it with 
new ears. The son behaved as though his father were dead, 
yet the father watched for the son, ran to him, embraced him, 
and threw a feast to celebrate his return. What does that tell 
you about the vastness of God’s merciful love for you? 
Is there anything you could do for which God could not for-
give? Today’s readings: Micah 7:14–15, 18–20; Psalm 103:1–2, 
3–4, 9–10, 11–12; Luke 15:1–3. 11–32.
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