


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA March 7, 2021 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

The fixer-upper in New Orleans is growing increasingly pricier. As I look forward to eventually retiring, 
I have discovered this firsthand. The price of real estate for buying and renting is the major part of one’s 
budget.  
 

Constructing a new home or renovating an old one is always challenging. Design details, funding con-
cerns, building permits and codes, inspections are all time consuming and worrisome. Building up the 
community of the church as the living temple of God’s Presence is even more challenging. Much more is 
at stake.  
 

Today we find Jesus in the Temple of Jerusalem. This temple that Herod began to renovate in 20-19 
B.C.E. was still being restored during Jesus’ ministry and would only be completed about 30+ years after 
his death and then destroyed in the year 70.  

 

In this temple Jesus overturns more than money tables. He overturns the Jewish understanding of the tem-
ple from a building “under construction” to his own body. He overturns our understanding of death from 
the end of life to the beginning of new, risen Life. He overturns our very selves from an empty lot of un-
belief to a beautiful edifice of believers. We are God’s new construction and God overturns all challenges 
while building us into living signs of divine Presence and saving works.  
 

Jesus’ actions in the temple during Holy Week have been interpreted by many as a “cleansing of the tem-
ple.” He objected to the desecration of the Holy Place by a marketplace mentality, a mentality though le-
gal, but morally took advantage of the poor. The actions did not go unnoticed by the Jewish priests. And 
Jesus became a marked man. 
 

Like the magnificent temple Herod built in the Holy City, we likewise need to do some spiritual cleans-
ing. Let’s call it an early spiritual “spring cleaning” for Lent (which actually means “spring”). Yes, are 
you ready for spring? Listen to some spiritual spring-cleaning tips.  
 

Scan for the big problems we may have overlooked. A review of the Ten Commandments from our Exo-
dus reading serves as a good examination of conscience for this. Every church in the Archdiocese will be 
open for the Sacrament of Reconciliation from 5:00 – 6:30 pm on Wednesdays, March 10, 17, and 
24.  
 

Dust off our irritations. Think of the things (or people) that annoy us regularly, and ask ourselves if there 
is anything going on in our lives that contribute to the problem. What really enrages me? What do I do 
about it?  
 

Consider the clutter of our days. What can we fling from our life that clutters our relationship with God? 
A tidbit of gossip when we get together with friends? An indulgence that might be fostering a spirit of 
selfishness?  
 

Contemplate what’s lacking. What we fail to do often depletes our spiritual health as much as what we do 
wrong. 
 

Let go of bitterness and past hurts. These can prevent present happiness and living a full life. Ask some 
favorite saints for help. 
 

Recognize above all the need for God’s grace. To accomplish our spiritual spring cleaning this Lent and 
to prepare for the Easter season, we cannot do this without God’s grace. God can do marvelous things for 
us. The saints will readily intercede for us if we would just ask and be persistent. Remember that God’s 
way and God’s time may not be our own, but God’s ways are always ultimately best. 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

We invite you to join us this weekend for one of our masses either in church or via live stream  

of the Sunday 9:30 am mass via our YouTube Channel,  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCumBICMhspZfXclQtGDaZ-w/featured 

 

A link will be available on our website:  www.stfrancisuptown.com and  

our Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/sfauptown 

Use this Year of the Eucharist to strengthen your intimacy with the Lord. Spend some time in Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament. Every Friday immediately following the 8:30 am mass, we have an hour of ad-
oration of the Blessed sacrament. Come back next weekend to deepen your relationship with the Lord and 
restore the temple of his presence that you are. Throughout the remainder of this Year of the Eucharist, 
we will offer one of these Catholic Updates by Liguori Publications.  Remembering Jesus love and devo-
tion for the temple and worship,  take home a copy of the  Catholic Update,  or read a digital copy of A 
Tour of the Church by clicking the link:  https://liguori.uberflip.com/i/140015-a-tour-of-a-catholic-church-c9103a/0  

 

 

As the temple of Lent comes into our days again, let us take up our own whip of chords. And let us drive 
out and overturn those aspects of our human nature given to pride, self-centeredness, anger, envy, jeal-
ousy, greed. In driving these obstacles away God builds us into living signs of divine Presence and saving 
work. We become the new temple, the Body of Christ, given over to humility, compassion, forgiveness, 
healing, service and love. What is at stake is bringing to beautiful completion the construction of God’s 

Few realize that the 
Archdiocese has to pay 
for men to attend Notre 
Dame Seminary and St. 
Joseph Seminary Col-

lege.  This constitutes one of the largest line 
items in the annual budget for our local church 
 

One seminarian costs about $124 per-day, $3800 
per-month, $45,000 per-year.  We have 30 men. 
 

Out of the hundreds of seminarians at both 
seminaries, these 30 men will be serving in our 
local Church, serving our children and grand-
children as priests for generations to come.  We 
need them. 
 

Why is it so expensive?  They receive the very 
highest levels of training and formation, from 
academic and pastoral care along with services 
to aid their personal development.  We are 
committed to this mission and believe now 
more than ever that the faithful need and de-
serve the very best the Church can provide 
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA March 7, 2021 

SATURDAY, March 6 - 4:00pm - Lucille Mire McCann, 

Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Henry Schorr, Julia Pansano, Greg-

ory Juan, Michael J. Rapier, Judy Sekinger, Jim Stanifer, Fr. 

Joseph Tranchina, Billy Hock, Genevieve Young, Peggy 

Young Condon 

SUNDAY, March 7 - 9:30am - Parishioners 

11:30am  - Betsie Melancon, Esther Lingoni, Maria Woods, 

Linda Mumford McAdams, Sidney A. Mills, III 

MONDAY, March 8 - Michael Morris 

TUESDAY, March 9 - Billy Hock 

WEDNESDAY, March 10 - All Souls Book of Remem-

brance 

THURSDAY, March 11 - Warren J. Haslauer, Sr. 

FRIDAY, March 12 - Ana Gil 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Poor Souls in Purgatory 

Mass Intentions 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

March 7th - March 13th  
 

Sunday Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17; Ps 19: 

 8, 9, 10, 11; 1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25 

Monday 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; Lk 4:24-30 

Tuesday Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8 and  

 9; Mt 18:21-35 

Wednesday Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20; 

 Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 11:14-23 

Friday Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 

 14 and 17; Mk 12:28-34 

Saturday Hos 6:1-6;Ps 51:3-4,18-19, 20-21ab;  Lk 18:9-14 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette 
Clark, Cathy Dermady, Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  
Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Cyn-
thia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, 
Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert 
Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig 
Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitche-
ner, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, Earl Pansano, 
Johnny Parker, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa 
Phelps, Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, 
Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma 
Ryan, Robert Schwab, Ainsley Saleun, Antoine Saleun, Lou-
is Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, 
Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Hainkel, 
Covenant and Poydras Homes and Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

FEBRUARY 27-28, 2021 

         Envelopes                                                                    $1,596.00 
         Loose                                                                                          $2,161.00   
         E-Giving                                                                             $1,907.00 
         TOTAL                                                                        $5,664.00 

 

Special Collections 
         Matthew 25 Ministry                                                   $48.00 
        Catholic Charities                                                      $1,401.00   

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

Stations of the Cross 

Friday’s 6:30 pm 

 

Fridays during Lent the stations of 

the cross will be celebrated at 6:30 

pm in the Church. 

Join us to celebrate St. Joseph Day. 
Friday, March 19 

We will celebrate Mass at 8:30 am & 6:30pm 

(No Stations of the Cross) 
 

Novena to St. Joseph March 11-19  
after Mass 

Subscribe to the  
Year of the Eucharist & St. Joseph 

 

Please find the new Year of the Eucharist & St. 
St. Joseph website and consider subscribing at:  
(click the link) 
 

http://nolacatholic.org/eucharist 
 

to receive regular email messages that will in-
clude short excerpts of Church teachings, prayers, 
spiritual reflections, and faith sharing from cler-
gy, religious, and laity in the archdiocese and be-
yond.  
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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

 

Adoration of the   

Blessed Sacrament  
 

Friday Mornings 

9:00am - 10:00am 

 

In Church following 8:30am Mass 

SAVE THE DATE! 

VBS 2021 

July 26 - 20 

9:00am - 12:00pm daily 

 

Vacation Bible School is open to all children 
entering K—5th grade. Adult and teen volun-
teers (16+) are needed. For more information, 
please contact Christi Schott 227-3765 or 
cschott@stfrancisuptown.com  

Year of the Eucharist & St. Joseph 

Ligouri Publications - Catholic Update 

 

Catholic Update is a practical  4-page monthly newsletter 
that explores Catholic teaching and tradition on contempo-
rary topics in easy to understand language. Every issue re-
ceives the imprimatur from the Archdiocese of St. Louis. 
Originally published by St. Anthony Messenger Press.  
Catholic Updates are available from Ligouri Publications.  
 

As an added attraction  for an better understanding of the 
celebration of Mass in this Year of the Eucharist, we are 
making available 75 copies of the printed edition of the 
Catholic Update as well as in a digital format. The digital 
edition can be viewed on our website and from this bulletin.  

 

Each month throughout this year, we will in-
clude  a new  Catholic Update to broaden our 
understanding and celebration of the Eucha-
rist. This month’s selection is A Tour of A 
Catholic Church. Click the link to view: 
https://liguori.uberflip.com/i/140015-a-tour-of-a-

catholic-church-c9103a/0  
 

Forward our bulletin to someone who discon-
tinued to go to mass and might be interested in returning. All 
are welcome in the house for the church.  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

St. Francis of Assisi 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

(Confession) will be offered through-

out the Archdiocese on Wednesdays - 

March 10th, March 17th and March 

24th from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. in the 

Parish Center to allow for social dis-

tancing. 

             Rite of Enrollment 
Congratulations to St. Francis of 
Assisi’s Confirmation candidates 
who celebrated the Rite of Enroll-
ment at each of the masses this 
past weekend, February 27 and 
28. Please continue to pray for 
these young men and women as they prepare 
for the sacrament of Confirmation in October.   
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Today’s readings: Exodus 20:1–17; Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11; 
1 Corinthians 1:22–25; John 2:13–25. The Ten Command-
ments are often considered to be a list of rules. Even when 
followed with great care, a person may miss out on the 
broader vision they embody. What if every person chose to 
live in accord with God’s law? What if each person strove 
toward this ideal?

The Ten Commandments set out the framework for a 
just and peaceful society. If the Commandments are 
approached as a vision, we can see how they help us live in 
right relationship with those around us. In the reading from 
Exodus, God proclaims a blessing that proceeds to “the 
thousandth generation   .   .   .   of those who love me and keep 

my commandments.” How many receive blessing from the 
righteousness of the just one!

The ripple effect of sin is evident. Family patterns that 
are damaging are hard to break, and the actions of those 
around us affect the way we live in the world.

Jesus often came into conflict with the religious lead-
ers of his day because they differed in their interpretation of 
what it meant to keep God’s law. There was not anything 
wrong with their desire to obey God’s Commandments. 
Perhaps, though, the intensity of their focus caused them to 
lose a sense that the law was a vision for a just and peaceful 
society. Pray with the Commandments. How can they help 
you work toward a just world? 

Sunday, March 7, 2021
Keep My Commandments

The Gift of the Law
Loving God,
you gave the gift of the law to Moses
that the people might walk in the light 

of your love.
In every age you call us back—
heart, mind, soul, and strength
turned to you,

our neighbor loved as ourselves.
Though we fall time and again,
give us the strength to do your will,
to act justly, be merciful, and walk humbly 

with you.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Third Sunday of Lent
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This Week at Home
Monday, March 8
St. John of God 
St. John of God turned away from God in his youth, 
but returned with his whole heart and lived his life in grati-
tude for the great mercy he had received. He spent his life 
in extraordinary works of charity and love on behalf of those 
who were in greatest need, always with tremendous respect 
for those he served. God’s mercy and forgiveness is always 
waiting for us. When have you felt God’s forgiveness 
most fully? How can you respond with a grateful heart? 
Today’s readings: 2 Kings 5:1–15b; Psalm 42:2–3, 43:3–4; 
Luke 4:24–30. 

Tuesday, March 9
Not Seven but Seventy-Seven Times
Why is it so difficult to forgive? Even though we know that 
holding onto our anger hurts, we brood over every small 
wrong. In today’s parable of the unforgiving servant, the dif-
ference between the value of the two debts is enormous. This 
contrast shows us the tremendousness of God’s love and for-
giveness and startles us with our own stinginess. What would 
it mean for you to forgive seventy-seven times? To forgive as 
you have been forgiven? Today’s readings: Deuteronomy 3:25, 
34–43; Psalm 25:4–5ab, 6, 7bc, 8, 9; Matthew 18:21–35.

Wednesday, March 10
Whoever Obeys and Teaches
Some people focus on following their own way, no matter the 
cost. We know, though, that our will often leads us astray, 
seeking after things that are not good for us, and that we 
engage in self-deception about what we really need. The Ten 
Commandments provide objective standards for behavior, 
even as complete freedom is within them. Today’s readings: 
Deuteronomy 4:1, 5–9; Psalm 147:12–13, 15–16, 19–20; 
Matthew 5:17–19.

Thursday, March 11
Miraculous Growth
Today we hear that a kingdom divided against itself cannot 
stand. Jesus casts out a demon, revealing a glimpse of the 
coming kingdom and making space for its miraculous 
growth. By giving up our sins and selfishness, we too make 
space for miraculous growth of God’s love within us. Pray 
the Rosary today in the hope that the spirit it cultivates will 
cast out all that is not of God and help bring about this 
miraculous growth. Today’s readings: Jeremiah 7:23–28; 
Psalm 95:1–2, 6–7, 8–9; Luke 11:14–23.

Friday, March 12
The Summary of the Law
Today the Gospel tells us that love of God and love of neigh-
bor are the primary principles that ought to govern our lives. 
What would it mean to love God with all your heart, soul, 
mind, and strength? How would our lives be different if we 
loved our neighbor as ourselves? Does this necessarily mean 
putting ourselves last? It says love your neighbor as yourself. 
How can we respect our needs so that we are able to love 
others more fully? Today’s readings: Hosea 14:2–10; Psalm 
81:6c–8a, 8bc–9, 10–11ab, 14 and 17; Mark 12:28–34.

Saturday, March 13
O God, Be Merciful
When we look at our lives, we see how much we are in need 
of God’s mercy and forgiveness. It is always there for us, 
requiring only that we seek it. People have used the words of 
the tax collector in today’s reading from Luke, “O God, be 
merciful to me a sinner,” in their prayers expressing contri-
tion. Try incorporating this prayer into your daily prayer as a 
means of letting God’s mercy act on you. Today’s readings: 
Hosea 6:1–6; Psalm 51:3–4, 18–19, 20–21ab; Luke 18:9–14.
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