


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA March 21, 2021 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

A reading from the gospel according to PEANUTS! Linus enters to find his older and perpetually 
crabby sister Lucy crying bitterly. “Mom promised me a birthday party and now she says I can’t have 
one,” Lucy wails.  
 

Linus, in his quiet, wise way, offers this advice: “You’re not using the right strategy. Why not go up 
to Mom and say to her, ‘I’m sorry dear mother. I admit I have been bad. You were right to cancel my 
party. But from now on I will try to be good.’”  
 

Lucy thinks about it. She prepares her speech for her mother. Then she thinks about it some more. Fi-
nally, in the last panel, the stubborn Lucy cries, “I’d rather die!”  
 

For good and for bad, for causes noble and not so noble, people in every society are willing to give 
their lives for what they believe. During this year of the Covid-19 Pandemic, we have witnessed 
many people put their lives on the line, risking their own existence to protect and serve, health care 
professionals, firefighters, police officers, men and women in the military. Medical personnel who 
treat patients with infections and contagious diseases risk their own health to ensure good care for 
others. Some are willing to die for a cause. The activists and protesters in any given country would 
die rather than be silenced in their defense of the rights of others. Others willingly give their lives for 
radical causes. Every day the news media report on the many terrorist attacks that happen in so many 
places around the world.  
 

We also hear stories of everyday heroes. They give their lives to save another, the woman who pushes 
another out of the path of an oncoming car, only to be killed herself. All these people bear witness to 
the human capability of self-sacrifice.  
 

The joy of Easter is almost here, but before that we must accompany Jesus in his Passion. Traditional-
ly the final two weeks of Lent in the Roman Rite are used as an immediate preparation for the sorrow-
ful events of the Easter drama. It is a period of time to focus more and more on the Passion and death 
of Jesus and so accompany him on his way to Calvary. We symbolize the more somber mood with the 
veiling of statues and images. We learn of the reason why Jesus chose to make the ultimate sacrifice 
and of the consequences that continue to grace each one of us.  
 

Lucy could not bring herself to embrace the faith of the Gospel grain of wheat. To transform our lives 
in order to become the people we are meant to be begins by dying to our own self-centeredness, indif-
ference and ignorance to the needs of others.  
 

The willingness to die to self moves us to ask: What values and purposes do we want to center our 
lives on in order to make them what we pray they will be? What are we willing to let die in our lives 
that we might grow and blossom? What will we put aside and bury in order that the justice and peace 
of God may be established here and now? What fruit can you point to in your own life as a result of 
your Lenten efforts? 
 

Jesus readily acknowledges that such dying, such change is hard. Take note of the human reaction of 
Jesus as he faces “his hour,” his death. His reaction is one of fear and revulsion. Jesus was not a mas-
ochist. After all he did not look forward to his suffering. Yet, he saw no way to avoid it without being 
unfaithful to the mission entrusted to him by his Father. Jesus was reassured in his struggle by a voice 
from heaven. John implies it was an actual voice. Even if it were simply an assurance he received in 
prayer. It gave him strength and courage to persevere. “Father, glorify your name” is the Johannine 
equivalent to “Thy will be done.” 
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

The Archdiocese of New Orleans 
Special Collection this weekend is to 
raise funds to offset the costs of edu-
cating seminarians at Notre Dame 
Seminary and St. Joseph Seminary 
College. This is the first time this col-
lection has been held in the archdio-
cese and all funds will go directly to 
supporting the educations and for-
mation of the 30 men currently study-
ing to be priests in the Archdiocese of 
New Orleans. The annual cost to fund 
one seminarian is $45,000 and this 
total is one of the largest budgetary 
items in the Archdiocese of New Or-
leans. Please continue to pray for 
these men and those who work with 
them on their priestly formation and 
please give generously to this very 
important fund that will provide mon-
etary support to those men who will 
minister to the people of God in New 
Orleans for many years to come.  

SPECIAL COLLECTION  

The gospel of the grain of wheat is Christ’s assurance of the great things we can do and the powerful 
works we can accomplish by dying to self and rising to the love and compassion of Jesus, the Servant 
Redeemer.  

We invite you to join us this weekend for one of our masses either in church or via live stream  

of the Sunday 9:30 am mass via our YouTube Channel,  

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church New Orleans 
 

 

A link will be available on our website:  www.stfrancisuptown.com and  

our Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/sfauptown 

Palms 
 

Anyone wishing to donate palms 
for our Palm Sunday Masses, 
please clean them and leave them 
outside between the Church and 
the Rectory by Wednesday or con-
tact the Parish Office 891-4479 by 
Wednesday, March 24th. 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Holy Week Worship Schedule 

WEDNESDAY      5:00 pm - 6:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation  

(March 31) 

The Sacred Paschal Triduum 

HOLY THURSDAY 7:00 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

(April 1)   Adoration will follow until 10 pm in Church  
 

GOOD FRIDAY   9:00 am Morning Prayer 

(April 2)   3:00 pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion  

   6:30 pm Stations of the Cross 

 

HOLY SATURDAY   9:00 am Morning Prayer  

(April 3)   8:00 pm Mass of the Easter Vigil in the Holy Night  

 

EASTER SUNDAY   9:30 am Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord 

(April 4)   11:30 am Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord 

 

Easter Decoration  
Memorials 

 

If you would like to remember a loved one 
by making a donation toward the beautiful 
decorations that will adorn our church for 
Easter, envelopes to do so are included in 

the weekly offering envelopes. Additional envelopes  
are available at the doors of church. A list of all donors 
and memorials will be included in the Easter bulletin. 
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA March 21, 2021 

SATURDAY, March 20 - 4:00pm - Lucille Mire McCann, 

Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Henry Schorr, Julia Pansano, Greg-

ory Juan, Robert McIntyre, Michael J. Rapier, Billy Hock, 

Judy Sekinger, Jim Stanifer 

SUNDAY, March 21  - 9:30am - Parishioners 

11:30am  - Betsie Melancon, Emilia Uribe 

MONDAY, March 22 - Henry Schorr 

TUESDAY, March 23 - Billy Hock 

WEDNESDAY, March 24 - All Souls Book of Remem-

brance 

THURSDAY, March 25 - Lionel T. & Catherine P. Ham-

mock 

FRIDAY, March 26 - 8:30am - Warren J. Haslauer, Sr. 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Lucille Mire McCann 

Mass Intentions 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

March 21st - March 27th  
 

Sunday Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15; 
 Heb 5:7-9; Jn 12:20-33 
Monday Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62; 
 Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21;  

Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56; 
 Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11; 
 Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38 
Friday Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7; 
 Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13; 
 Jn 11:45-56 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners & friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Walker 
Beery, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette 
Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, Guella Dragon, 
Charlie Dunaway, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James 
Ira Ford, Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly 
Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, 
Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, 
Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, 
Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, John “Junior” Morreale, 
Joy Morton, Earl Pansano, Johnny Parker, Angelle Pecoraro, 
Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn,  Nedine 
Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia 
Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Fay Schultz, Robert 
Schwab, Ainsley Saleun, Antoine Saleun, Louis Scott, Sr., 
Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil 
Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Hainkel, Covenant, 
Poydras & Lambeth Homes. 
 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish family, 
friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and bodily ill which af-
flicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

 MARCH 13-14, 2021 
         Envelopes                                                                    $7,664.00 
         Loose                                                                                          $1,237.00   
         E-Giving                                                                               $1,669.00 
         TOTAL                                                                       $10,570.00 

 

Special Collections 
         Matthew 25 Ministry                                                              $86.00 
             

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

Proclaimed this weekend is the Gospel story of 
Jesus inviting his disciples into a great mystery 
with curious pronouncements:  Those who love 
their lives just as they are will lose them.  If a 
grain of wheat dies, it will bear much 
fruit...What does Jesus mean?  The climactic 
event of Jesus’ passion and death is drawing 
closer; a time when the great confrontation be-
tween Jesus and the powers of darkness take 
place.  When Jesus is lifted up, he will draw all 
to himself.  The Christian steward knows life 
can’t be lived in complacency.  We are called to 
die to self, bear more fruit, be raised up with 
Jesus.  Jesus brings discomfort to those who are 
comfortable.  Jesus urges us to give witness in 
his name.  How will we respond? 

Stations of the Cross 
Friday’s 6:30 pm 

 

Fridays during Lent the stations of 

the cross will be celebrated at 6:30 

pm in the Church. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

St. Francis of Assisi 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
will be offered throughout the Archdiocese on 
Wednesday, March 24th from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. in 
the Parish Center to allow for social distancing. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

St. Francis of Assisi Parish

Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament 

Friday Mornings 

9:00am - 10:00am

In Church following 8:30am Mass

VBS 2021 

July 26 - 30 

9:00am - 12:00pm daily 

Registration is now open! Vaca-
tion Bible School is open to all 

children entering K-5th grade. Adult and teen 
volunteers (16+) are needed. Registration 
forms are available online at stfrancisup-
town.com or on the parish Facebook page. For 
more information, contact Christi Schott 227-
3765 or cschott@stfrancisuptown.com 

THANK YOU 
to everyone one who signed up to be a 

Lenten Prayer Partner!  

Please remember your prayer partner in prayer 
during the Lenten Season.  

Adult Confirmation

Adult classes for the sacrament of 
Confirmation will begin April 15 
and meet on Thursday evenings for 
five weeks. If you are over 18, are 
a practicing Catholic, and have re-
ceived the sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist 
but were never confirmed, please contact Christi 
at cschott@stfrancisuptown.com or 227-3765 for 
more information. Adult Confirmation will take 
place on Pentecost Sunday, May 23. 

Walk of 9 Churches

Good Friday, April 2

9:00am - 2:00pm

All are welcome! The Walk will begin with 
morning prayer at St. Francis from 9:00-
9:30am and then continue at 9:30am with vis-
its to nine churches and chapels in the Uptown 
area. The total distance of the walk is approxi-
mately 5.5 miles and includes Stations of the 
Cross. It will begin and end at St. Francis. 
Masks are required when entering the church-
es. For more information, please contact 
Christi Schott at (504) 891-4479.
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Today’s readings: Jeremiah 31:31–34; Psalm 51:3–4, 12–13, 
14–15; Hebrews 5:7–9; John 12:20–33. After triumphantly 
entering Jerusalem, Jesus knows that his passion is immi-
nent. He also knows that no one around him expects what is 
about to occur. Jesus uses the image of a seed to help his 
friends to understand.

“Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, 
it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces 
much fruit.” Like the seed, Jesus will die. Like the seed, 
Jesus will bear much fruit, eternal life given to each one of 
us. His death, when he is “lifted up from the earth” on the 
cross, “will draw everyone” to him. 

When a seed is planted, the seed coat breaks apart as 
the plant within it begins to grow and develop. The seed 
itself ceases to exist in a meaningful way. From the begin-
ning, though, the prospect of new life, the germ, was within 
the seed. Jesus recognized that his life had to be laid down 
for the potentiality of eternal life to come to fulfillment. 

Through Jesus, the germ of eternal life exists in us as 
well. He tells us that discipleship entails imitating him. We 
have to let the seed of our current life break apart for the 
new plant to grow. 

Journal about the experience of letting go of your old 
life in order to nurture the new. 

Sunday, March 21, 2021
The Grain of Wheat

Transform Us
Loving God, 
through all the ages you create new life
and see that it is good.
Having given us all good gifts, 
you gave more: you gave yourself,
doing something completely new
from the moment of Mary’s yes.

You transform even death, pain, 
and suffering.

You transform endings into beginnings, 
buried seeds to fruitful plants.
Transform us, help us to follow where 

you lead,
that we might live with you forever.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Fifth Sunday of Lent

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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This Week at Home 
Monday, March 22
Neither Do I Condemn You
The woman caught in adultery expected to die. Instead, she 
hears, “Neither do I condemn you. Go, [and] from now on do 
not sin any more.” What must she have felt in that moment, 
to be forgiven? This same forgiveness is available to us every 
time we ask for it. God’s mercy is always there, sometimes 
we just need to celebrate it. Examine your conscience. No 
one is perfect. Receive the sacrament of reconciliation and 
you will feel the full force of God’s merciful love. Today’s 
readings: Daniel 13:1–9, 15–17, 19–30, 33–62 or 13:41c–62; 
Psalm 23:1–3a, 3b–4, 5, 6; John 8:1–11. 

Tuesday, March 23
God’s Voice
As Holy Week nears, spend five to ten minutes in silence 
reflecting on God’s presence and action in your life. When 
did you hear God’s voice today? When did you feel calm and 
peaceful? When did you feel that you did not live up to what 
God was calling you to do? How can you adjust your life to 
be more open to God’s will? Today’s readings: Numbers 
21:4–9; Psalm 102:2–3, 16–18, 19–21; John 8:21–30.

Wednesday, March 24
Uncomfortable Truth
God spoke to Abraham and Abraham believed. The trust 
Abraham had in God, the keeper of promises, sets him apart. 
Jesus contrasts Abraham’s trust, his belief in the truth, with 
the reaction Jesus faces as he teaches and preaches. Truth can 
be uncomfortable. Maybe you have been with a small child 
who, unburdened with lessons about politeness, describes a 
situation with embarrassing accuracy. Those situations pass 
in a moment. The truth to which Jesus testified had the power 
to discomfort more deeply, but he tells us “the truth will set 
you free.” What can that mean in your life? Today’s read-
ings: Daniel 3:14–20, 91–92, 95; Daniel 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56; 
John 8:31–42.

Thursday, March 25
Annunciation of the Lord
A young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel, 
meaning “God is with us.” The words of Isaiah carry us to 
the house of Mary in Nazareth, where a young girl is 
addressed as “favored one.” She is troubled, and the angel 
tells her not to be afraid. The young girl is not afraid. Her 
words will change history: “May it be done to me according 
to your word.” From the moment of Mary’s yes, God began 
to do something completely new in the world. Mary’s voca-
tion is unique, yet her response, her yes, is something we are 
able to imitate. Pray the Rosary today, and ask for Mary’s 
intercession that you might be more like her to answer with a 
brave yes to God’s call. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 7:10–14, 
8:10; Psalm 40:7–8a, 8b–9, 10, 11; Hebrews 10:4–10; Luke 
1:26–38.

Friday, March 26
A New Way
Jesus finds himself in trouble with the authorities again and 
again because the kingdom of God, which he came to inau-
gurate, did not adhere to the expectations of the people. Jesus 
stood with those who lacked power, authority, and status, and 
in the Beatitudes, he tells us that standing alongside them is 
standing with him. How can you embrace those on the mar-
gins? Today’s readings: Jeremiah 20:10–13; Psalm 18:2–3a, 
3bc–4, 5–6, 7; John 10:31–42.

Saturday, March 27 
God Transforms
Approaching Holy Week, the readings show the plot against 
Jesus growing stronger. The plot against Jesus was about self-
preservation, yet Caiaphas’ words unwittingly testify to what 
God was doing: “He prophesied that Jesus was going to die 
for the nation, and not only the nation, but also to gather into 
one the dispersed children of God.” Today’s Readings: Ezra 
37:21–28; Jeremiah 31:10, 11–12abcd, 13; John 11:45–56.
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