


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA March 28, 2021 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

“Dead man walking!” is the cry that goes out when a prisoner walks toward the execution chamber. He is still 
alive, but walking toward certain death. When Jesus rode on a donkey toward the temple, people thought he was 
riding to victory, so they shouted: “Hurrah for the Son of David!” But the sound that Jesus heard was:   “Dead 
man riding!” Passion Sunday begins with joy and ends in sorrow.  
 

This scene of great drama would unfold in unexpected ways. You are invited this week to join this “Dead man rid-
ing.” Pay attention to the human feelings and behavior of the people especially in the Passion narrative. They are 
the story of life, or the world. There is joy and singing. There is faith and doubt, greed, treachery, false accusa-
tions, mockery, and jeering: the despair of Judas, the lying of Peter, the pride and arrogance of both religious and 
political leaders, betrayal of friends, the tenderness of the women. Yes, it is all there – life at its best and at its 
worst. As someone has said “history is a butcher’s bench.” The Passion of Christ is everybody’s story.  
 

How are we to understand the Passion? How are we to enter into the mystery of the Christ-event this year, 2021? 
Shall we be one of the Twelve, faithfully following Jesus into the unknown and unknowable? Shall we be one of 
the three most intimate — Peter, James or John? These three were happy to have been present on the mountain as 
Jesus was transfigured. They were equally joyful to share that special Passover meal where he gave them bread 
and wine that he identified as his very flesh and blood. But in the garden, when he needed their presence and their 
prayerful support, these same three privileged friends slept. Shall we also sleep?  
 

Shall we be the woman at Simon’s home in Bethany? She infuriated the disciples by lavishing ointment on Jesus? 
When the disciples griped about the cost, Jesus directed them to be generous to the poor after he was gone. Can 
we be as generous with our poor as the woman was with Jesus?  
 

Shall we find ourselves in Judas, betraying a friend who disappointed our expectations? Or in Peter, who denied 
his friend and master?  
 

Henri Nouwen in his book, Jesus, A Gospel has suggested that of all the people with whom we may choose to 
identify in this Gospel, Simon of Cyrene may be the most appealing. Unable to bear the weight of the crossbar on 
his own, Jesus needed the help of a stranger to complete his mission. The hard, painful work of salvation is a work 
in which God chooses to depend on human beings. God, full of power, glory and majesty, chooses to need us. Je-
sus’ willingness to accept his help and Simon’s willingness to give it join together to teach us a lesson: that we too 
need help in our efforts for the Gospel. God needs us, too, for proclaiming the Good News.  
 

Nouwen said that every time we are willing to break out of our self-sufficiency and dare to ask for help, a new 
community emerges, a fellowship of the helped and the helper, the weak and the strong. This fellowship testifies 
that, in mutual trust and support, we can be a people of hope for a broken world. In helping Jesus, Simon of Cyre-
ne discovered and was welcomed into a new communion. In helping the poor whom Jesus said we would always 
have with us, and with whom he chose to be identified, we enter into communion with Jesus. In accepting the help 
of the poor — that is, in accepting that the poor can enlarge our hearts and make us more sensitive to the needs 
and sufferings of others — we also enter into communion with Christ.  
 

How shall we enter into the Christ-event this year, 2021? By helping and being helped, by loving and being loved. 
And by acknowledging the communion that is growing among us and within us because of the One who died and 
rose, helped and was helped, loved and was loved. We are all one with him and, because of him, one in God. 
Through the Passion this “Dead man riding” becomes “Dead man rising.” 

 

We can never understand fully the story even though we share, in our own lives, much of what happens to Jesus. 
To hear the story is to hope for strength in difficult moments of life, praying and voting for an end to the death 
penalty, hoping for tolerance and inclusiveness among both believers and unbelievers and finally, to look for signs 
of hope and resurrection in our own lives. We cannot enter into and hear this drama enough.  
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PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

We invite you to join us this weekend for one of our masses either in church or via live stream  

of the Sunday 9:30 am mass via our YouTube Channel,  

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church New Orleans 

 

A link will be available on our website:  www.stfrancisuptown.com and  

our Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/sfauptown 

St. Francis of AssisiSt. Francis of AssisiSt. Francis of AssisiSt. Francis of Assisi    
Holy Week Worship ScheduleHoly Week Worship ScheduleHoly Week Worship ScheduleHoly Week Worship Schedule    

WEDNESDAY      5:00 pm-6:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation  

(March 31)  in the Parish Center to allow for social distancing.   
    

The Sacred Paschal TriduumThe Sacred Paschal TriduumThe Sacred Paschal TriduumThe Sacred Paschal Triduum    
    

HOLY THURSDAY 7:00 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

(April 1)   Adoration will follow until 10 pm in Church  
 

GOOD FRIDAY  9:00 am Morning Prayer 

(April 2)   3:00 pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion  

   6:30 pm Stations of the Cross 

 

HOLY SATURDAY   9:00 am Morning Prayer  

(April 3)   8:00 pm Mass of the Easter Vigil in the Holy Night  

   Reception into the Full Communion of the Catholic 

 ``  Church:  Clark McMillan, Taylor Simon and  

   Sarah Talbot 

 

EASTER SUNDAY   9:30 am Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord 

(April 4)   11:30 am Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord 

 

Easter Easter Easter Easter     

Decoration Decoration Decoration Decoration     

MemorialsMemorialsMemorialsMemorials    
    

If you would like to 
remember a loved 

one by making a donation toward 
the beautiful decorations that will 
adorn our church for Easter, en-
velopes to do so are included in 
the weekly offering envelopes. 
Additional envelopes  are availa-
ble at the doors of church. A list 
of all donors and memorials will 
be included in the Easter bulletin. 

And what does the drama of “Dead man riding” show us? That justice is imperfect; that everyone is doomed to 
die; that we cannot expect God to intervene in our troubles; that faith matters only if it lasts till the last breath; that 
God’s ways are not our ways. The death of Jesus demonstrates that salvation depends on our hope that the God 
who invisibly leads us through life will visibly receive us after death. Only resurrection validates the life of Dead 
man riding to Dead Man Rising!  
 

As we enter the Paschal Triduum on the evening of Holy Thursday, this weeks’ Catholic Update offers a reflection 
on balancing the events of these three days in our understanding the Sacrament of Eucharist in this Year of the Eu-
charist. Click the link to read: https://liguori.uberflip.com/i/535974-the-sacrament-of-eucharist-c9209a/0  
  

Please re-
member to 
return your 
rice bowl 
to one of the baskets at the en-
trances of church before Easter 
Sunday, April 4. Thank you to 
everyone who participated in 
Rice Bowl’s efforts to end hun-
ger in New Orleans and across 
the globe.  
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA March 28, 2021 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Persecuted Christians 

Mass Intentions 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners & friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Walker 
Beery, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette 
Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, Guella Dragon, 
Charlie Dunaway, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James 
Ira Ford, Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly 
Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, 
Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, 
Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, 
Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, John “Junior” Morreale, 
Joy Morton, Earl Pansano, Johnny Parker, Angelle Pecoraro, 
Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn,  Nedine 
Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia 
Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Fay Schultz, Robert 
Schwab, Ainsley Saleun, Antoine Saleun, Louis Scott, Sr., 
Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil 
Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Hainkel, Covenant, 
Poydras & Lambeth Homes. 
 

 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish family, 
friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and bodily ill which af-
flicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

 MARCH 20-21, 2021 

         Envelopes                                                                    $1,450.00 
         Loose                                                                                          $1,737.05   
         E-Giving                                                                                            $937.00 
         TOTAL                                                                         $4,124.05 

 

Special Collections 
         Matthew 25 Ministry                                                         $188.00 
         New Orleans Seminarian Education                      $1,465.00 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

March 28th - April 3rd  
 

Sunday Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

 Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16;Is 50:4-7;Ps 22:8-

  9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24; Phil 2:6-11; Mk  

  14:1—15:47 or 15:1-39 

 Scru�ny:  Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-

 6, 7-8; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 

Monday          Is 42:1-7; Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14; Jn 12:1-11 

Tuesday Is 49:1-6; Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 

  17; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 

Wednesday Is 50:4-9a; Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34; 

 Mt 26:14-25 

Thursday Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper:  

  Ex 12:1- 8, 11-14; Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 

  17-18; 1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15 

Friday Good Friday: Is 52:13—53:12; Ps 31:2, 6,12-

  13, 15-16, 17, 25; Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9; Jn 

  18:1—19:42 

Saturday Holy Saturday Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-

  31a; Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 

  or Ps 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20-22; Gn 22:1- 

  18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13,  15-18; Ps 16:5, 8, 

  9-10, 11; Ex 14:15—15:1; Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5

  -6, 17-18; Is 54:5-14; Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11- 

  12, 13; Is 55:1-11; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Bar 3:9

  -15, 32—4:4; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11;  Ez 36:16-

  17a, 18-28; Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 or Is 12:2-3, 

  4bcd, 5-6 or Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19;  

  Rom 6:3-11; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23;  

 Mk 16:1-7 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

This weekend we participate in the proclamation of the 
passion and death of Jesus according to the Gospel of 
Mark.  In the extended version of this weekend’s Gos-
pel reading, Jesus is at Gethsemane, praying to his Fa-
ther, in much emotional distress.  He knows he can save 
himself.  He can escape over the Mount of Olives in the 
dead of night and make his way safely into the Judean 
desert.  Instead, Jesus chooses obedience to his father 
and waits for his persecutors.  As Saint Paul puts it in 
the letter to the Philippians, Jesus is “obedient to the 
point of death.”  Jesus’ obedience is a lesson for those 
who are good stewards of their life in Christ.  How 
might we be more obedient to the will of God instead of 
our own will?   

SATURDAY, March 27 - 4:00pm - Nancy Clair McCann, 
Henry Schorr, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Julia Pansano, Billy 
Hock, Gregory Juan, Lionel T. & Catherine P. Hammock, 
Michael J. Rapier, Edward M. Plauché 

SUNDAY, March 28  - 9:30am - Betsie Melancon, Sidney 
F. Lewis, IV, Sidney A. Mills, III, Special Intention Charlie 
Dunaway 

11:30am  - Parishioners 

MONDAY, March 29 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 

TUESDAY, March 30 - Billy Hock 

WEDNESDAY, March 31 - Stanley Corbett Simons, Sr.  
THURSDAY, April 1 - 7:00pm - Parishioners of St. Fran-
cis of Assisi 
FRIDAY, April 2 - No Intentions 
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PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 

VBS 2021 

July 26 - 30 

9:00am - 12:00pm daily 

 

Registration is now open! Vacation 
Bible School is open to all children 

entering K-5th grade. Adult and teen volunteers 
(16+) are needed. Registration forms are available 
online at stfrancisuptown.com or on the parish Fa-
cebook page. For more information, contact Christi 
Schott 227-3765 or cschott@stfrancisuptown.com  

Year of the Eucharist & St. Joseph 

Ligouri Publications - Catholic Update 

 

Catholic Update is a practical  4-page monthly newslet-
ter that explores Catholic teaching and tradition on con-
temporary topics in easy to understand language. Every 
issue receives the imprimatur from the Archdiocese of 
St. Louis. Originally published by St. Anthony Messen-
ger Press.  Catholic Updates are available from Ligouri 
Publications.  
 

For an better understanding of the celebration of Mass 
in this Year of the Eucharist, we are making available 
75 copies of the printed edition of the Catholic Update 
as well as in a digital format. The digital edition can be 
viewed on our website and from this bulletin.  This 
weeks’ Catholic Update offers a reflection on balancing 
the events of the Paschal Triduum in our understanding 
the Sacrament of Eucharist. Click the link to read:  
 

https://li uori.uberflip.com/i/535974-the-sacrament-of-
eucharist-c9209a/0  
 

Forward our bulletin to someone who discontinued to 
go to mass and might be interested in returning. All are 
welcome in the house for the church.  

Adult Confirmation 

 

Adult classes for the sacrament of 
Confirmation will begin April 15 and 
meet on Thursday evenings for five 
weeks. If you are over 18, are a prac-
ticing Catholic, and have received the sacraments 
of Baptism and Eucharist but were never con-
firmed, please contact Christi at 227-3765 or  
cschott@stfrancisuptown.com for more infor-
mation. Adult Confirmation will take place on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 23.  

Walk of 9 Churches 

Good Friday, April 2 

9:00am - 2:00pm 

 

All are welcome! The Walk will begin with 
morning prayer at St. Francis from 9:00-

9:30am and then continue at 9:30am with visits to 
nine churches and chapels in the Uptown area. 
The total distance of the walk is approximately 
5.5 miles and includes Stations of the Cross. It 
will begin and end at St. Francis. Masks are re-
quired when entering the churches. For more in-
formation, please contact Christi Schott at (504) 
891-4479. 

Serra Club  
Altar Servers’ Award 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish 

 

Congratulations,  
Paul Dufour! 

Subscribe to the  
Year of the Eucharist & St. Joseph 

(click the link) 
http://nolacatholic.or /eucharist 
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Today’s readings: Procession: Mark 11:1–10 or John 12:12–
16; Mass: Isaiah 50:4–7; Psalm 22:8–9, 17–18, 19–20, 
23–24; Philemon 2:6–11; Mark 14:1—15:47. As Holy Week 
begins, we herald Jesus as he triumphantly enters Jerusalem. 
We cry, “Hosanna!” The excitement of his coming reaches 
us across time and space. Jesus is the one for whom Israel 
has been waiting. He will bring about the longed-for king-
dom of justice and peace.

From jubilant welcome, the mood shifts quickly, and 
before long the crowd shouts again, this time not “Hosanna,” 
but “Crucify him!” 

One way that we can reflect upon the events of Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection is to imagine ourselves in the 

story. If you were part of the crowd, what might have made 
you excited about Jesus as he entered? What might you have 
felt as public opinion changed, and people became fearful of 
him? Are you one of the disciples? How do you feel in the 
garden as Jesus prays? What is it like when he is arrested? 
Another perspective you might take is that of the women. 
They had come with Jesus to Jerusalem and were witnesses 
to all that had happened. What would it be like to see the 
passion through their eyes? 

Entering into Holy Week, make space for silence, 
prayer, and reflection. Prepare yourself to celebrate the 
greatest of all mysteries, the moment that redeemed all of 
history: the resurrection.

Sunday, March 28, 2021
Seeing Ourselves in the Story

Make Us a Gift
Father, 
through the gift of your Son, 
you have continued the work begun 

at creation,
drawing all you have made to yourself,
redeeming the world,
bringing all into the light of your love
through your own self gift.
Help us to enter into the mysteries of these 

holy days.

Give us the strength to follow where 
the Shepherd leads,

embracing our cross,
relinquishing all that is not love,
offering all we have received back to you,
that we might participate in the world’s 

re-creation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Palm Sunday of the 
Lord’s Passion
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This Week at Home
Monday, March 29
Perfumed Oil
Jesus uses Mary’s actions, anointing his feet, to again discuss 
his burial; like the grain of wheat, his death will bring about 
much fruit. Everything in Jesus’ life at this time is pointing 
toward the laying down of his life. Look online for paintings 
of Mary anointing Jesus’ feet and use them to enrich your 
reflection today. Today’s readings: Isaiah 42:1–7; Psalm 
27:1, 2, 3, 13–14; John 12:1–11.

Tuesday, March 30
Light to the Nations
In Isaiah we hear about the servant whose role is to restore 
Israel and be a light to the nations. This was the great hope 
of the people. Even those closest to the one we recognize as 
that servant reject him. Judas begins the work of his betrayal, 
and Jesus predicts Peter’s denial. Because he was fully 
human, Jesus knew the sting of rejection. He models the 
kingdom of peace and justice that he inaugurates. Today’s 
readings: Isaiah 49:1–6; Psalm 71:1–2, 3–4a, 5ab–6ab, 15 
and 17; John 13:21–33, 36–38.

Wednesday, March 31
Betrayed
Jesus knew Judas would betray him but did not seek to pro-
tect himself. Isaiah’s servant gives his back to those who beat 
him and his cheeks to those who pluck his beard, trusting 
that God will vindicate him. Throughout the passion, Jesus 
accepts what is coming because of this same trust. The evil 
and injustice in the world are disturbing. Jesus recognizes the 
brokenness and does not struggle against those who hurt 
him. But the entirety of his life is bringing about the king-
dom of justice and peace, doing the work that will heal the 
world of its brokenness. How can we follow in this path? 
Today’s readings: Isaiah 50:4–9a; Psalm 69:8–10, 21–22, 
31 and 33–34; Matthew 26:14–25. 

Thursday, April 1 
I Have Given You a Model to Follow
Time and again, Jesus upended the expectations of the peo-
ple around him. “You call me ‘teacher’ and ‘master,’ and 
rightly so, for indeed I am,” he says. Those words convey 
power and authority. What does the master and teacher do? 
He empties himself of all that the world values. At the Mass 
of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, the priest washes 
feet. If you do not usually attend this Mass, try to do so. The 
beauty of this moment strikes even young children. Today’s 
readings: Exodus 12:1–8, 11–14; Psalm 116:12–13, 15–16bc, 
17–18; 1 Corinthians 11:23–26; John 13:1–15.

Friday, April 2
By His Wounds We Were Healed
Because Jesus was fully human, he knew all aspects of the 
human experience, including rejection, suffering, and death. 
If we jump from this moment to the resurrection, we fail to 
appreciate that Jesus is with us in our darkest times, waiting 
with us while we hope in God’s ability to transform even 
those moments. Take time in quiet prayer, reflecting on the 
cross and Jesus’ merciful love. Today’s readings: Isaiah 
52:13—53:12; Psalm 31:2, 6, 12–13, 15–16, 17, 25; Hebrews 
4:14–16, 5:7–9; John 18:1—19:42.

Saturday, April 3
At the Easter Vigil, the readings take us through salvation 
history, from creation to the discovery of the empty tomb. 
We see how God prepared the world for its redemption. 
Today’s readings: Genesis 1:1—2:2; Psalm 104:1–2, 5–6, 
10, 12, 13–14, 24, 35 or Psalm 33:4–5, 6–7, 12–13, 20–22; 
Genesis 22:1–18; Psalm 16:5, 8, 9–10, 11; Exodus 14:15—15:1; 
Exodus 15:1–2, 3–4, 5–6, 17–18; Isaiah 54:5–14; Psalm 
30:2, 4, 5–6, 11–12, 13; Isaiah 55:1–11; Isaiah 12:2–3, 4, 
5–6; Baruch 3:9–15, 32—4:4; Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Ezra 
36:16–17a, 18–28; Psalm 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 or Isaiah 12:2–3, 
4bcd, 5–6 or Psalm 51:12–13, 14–15, 18–19; Romans 6:3–11; 
Psalm 118:1–2, 16–17, 22–23; Mark 16:1–7.
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