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NEW ORLEANS, LA April 4, 2021 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

Radio Astronomers in July 2007 found by accident the biggest hole ever seen in the universe, a massive void, an 
empty space. This hole is gigantic, nearly a billion light-years across. Inside it no planets, no stars, no galaxies, 
and no gases exist. It’s just a huge cold spot. A whole lotta nothing. 
 

That massive void (The Big Empty), that huge cold spot in the sky is between six and 10 billion light-years away 
from us. Our tiny heads cannot even begin to comprehend a hole that gigantic. It’s been described as a big bubble 
in the cosmic pancake batter. Absolutely nothing. An empty place. An empty space.  
 

On Easter morning, that the tomb is empty and void is a massive, world
-changing reality. Mary Magdalene and two other women encountered a 
massive void when they showed up at the empty tomb. The emptiness 
was as mind-boggling as anything at the edge of the universe. Can you 
imagine how empty Mary is feeling at this point staring into emptiness? 
She has already suffered the crucifixion of her friend and teacher Jesus. 
And she’s mourning his death deeply. Now she goes to his tomb to pay 
her respects, and what does she find? Nothing. A huge cold spot. She 
didn’t yet understand that you’ve got to pass through some empty 
tombs on the way to resurrection life.  
 

We know what emptiness feels like, don’t we? Each of us, at some time in life, comes face to face with a massive 
void, a big empty place. It happens …  
 

♦  When you give your heart to someone who doesn’t accept the gift 
♦  When you learn a sport, practice hard and still don’t make the team 

♦  When you study and pursue a profession, only to find you hate your work 

♦  When you create something beautiful, and discover that no one’s interested 

♦  When you try to resist a temptation, but then give in to it again and again 

♦  When you jump to a new job, then lose it in a downsizing 

♦  When you put money into a home, only to see your equity disappear 
♦  When you retire from a long career, and wake up with nothing to do or an empty 401K 

♦  When you lose a spouse to cancer, and find yourself all alone in the world. 
 

These are huge cold spots, massive voids. 
 

Yes, we’re all going to face some empty places in life, and we need to take them seriously. You’ve got to pass 
through some empty tombs on the way to resurrection life.  
 

Mary and her companions make this journey as they flee from the tomb. They quickly discover that Easter is seek-
ing Jesus beyond the emptiness. Through the resurrection, God fills the empty places in our lives with new and 
unexpected life. What we have to do is believe and be willing to follow Jesus into the future he’s preparing for us.  
 

Mary and her companions felt a disorienting mixture of amazement and fear on Easter morning. But they respond-
ed when the young man gave the command, “Go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Gali-
lee; there you will see him, just as he told you”.  
 

Our Easter Gospel is a story of Hide and Go Seek. “Now-you-see-him, now-you-see-him-differently” continues 
during these Easter fifty days. For us it can seem like a game. For Jesus it is a process of inviting his followers to 
deeper faith. He seems to hide, then appears, then vanishes and all so that his followers will keep seeking. 
 

This “seeking” is so central to Easter grace. Seeking is at the core of initiation into the life of Christ and his 
Church. Jesus is the primary seeker and we are his foundlings. In turn, we are the seekers as well. Our parish is 
blessed to have three additional seekers, Clark Mc Millan, Taylor Simon and Sarah Talbot, to be initiated into 
the full communion of the Catholic Church at this year’s Easter Vigil Service.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

Dynamic Catholic 

 

I Heard God 
Laugh 

 

Is Your Life Work-

ing? Most of us are 

trying to put together 

the jigsaw puzzle we call life 

without a very important piece. 

Over time this becomes incredi-

bly frustrating. In this extraordi-

nary book, Matthew Kelly pow-

erfully demonstrates that we 

cannot live the life we have im-

agined, or experience the joy we 

yearn for, unless we learn to 

tend the soul. From there, with 

his classic style of practical wis-

dom, he teaches us how to reme-

dy this problem.  
 

Pick up your Easter Gift  

this weekend! 

Jesus invites us to keep looking for him, even in the emptiness of life. Seeking after a new career, a new spouse, a 
new house, a new car, and a better salary will not eliminate the emptiness. Only believing in the resurrection, and 
following Jesus into the future can fill the hole in our life. We would like to grab hold of Jesus, but he would say 
to us, “Do not cling to me, but go to my new body, my different, but real presence in the Eucharist, in community, 
in relationships, and within your own emptiness”. Into what new territory does this Easter gospel invite you? How 
might you still be looking for Jesus where he no longer is?  
 

C. S. Lewis, in his wonderful book, “Surprised by Joy,” wrote that real joy is more in the seeking than the finding. 
What do we find when we find what we have been seeking? Eventually we will find that every answer leads to the 
next question. Every good and more than wonderful experience, relationship, ecstasy, does end or has certain little 
holes in them. So, there is an empty tomb in all of life’s joys that invites us to “seek” and you shall find. What will 
we find? We will gracefully discover the invitation to seek some more.  
 

Believe in the resurrection. Follow Jesus into the future. These are responses we can make, responses that can fill 
our massive voids. The good news of Easter is that Christ is risen! He has been raised from the dead, and is wait-
ing for you. Go, Seek and Find Him beyond The Big Empty, beyond The Empty Tomb. 
 

A Blessed Fifty Days of Easter to all our St. Francis of Assisi Parishioners and Friends!  
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NEW ORLEANS, LA April 4, 2021 

SATURDAY, April 3 - 8:00pm - Lucille Mire McCann, 

Henry Schorr, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Julia Pansano, Billy 

Hock, Gregory Juan, Lionel T. & Catherine P. Hammock, 

Michael J. Rapier, Sidney A. Mills, III, Genevieve Young, 

Peggy Young Condon 

SUNDAY, April 4  - 9:30am - Parishioners 

11:30am  - Betsie Melancon, Sidney A. Mills, III 

MONDAY, April 5 -  Michael Morris 

TUESDAY, April 6 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 

WEDNESDAY, April 7 - Shirley Landry 

THURSDAY, April 8 - Dorothy McRae 

FRIDAY, April 9 - Debbie Morris 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 
Tornado Victims 

Mass Intentions 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

April 4th - April 10th  
 

Sunday Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; 

 Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9 or  

 Mk 16:1-7 or Lk 24:13-15 

Monday Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10,  

 11; Mt 28:8-15 

Tuesday Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22; 

 Jn 20:11-18 

Wednesday Acts 3:1-10;Ps 105:1-2,3-4,6-7,8-9;Lk 24:13-35 

Thursday Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9; 

 Lk 24:35-48 

Friday Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2 and 4, 22-24, 25-27a; 

 Jn 21:1-14 

Saturday Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16-18, 

 19-21; Mk 16:9-15 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Walker 
Beery, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette 
Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, Guella Dragon, 
Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Eve-
lyn Francioni, Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hart-
ley, Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, 
William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDon-
ald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Lynn Middleton, 
Jeff Mitchener, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, Earl 
Pansano, Johnny Parker, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, 
Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty 
Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin 
Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert Schwab, Ainsley Saleun, Antoine 
Saleun, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, 
Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents 
of Hainkel, Covenant & Poydras Homes & Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

 MARCH 27-28, 2021 

         Envelopes                                                                      $2,337.00 
         Loose                                                                                         $1,595.00   
         E-Giving                                                                               $1,927.00 
         TOTAL                                                                          $5,859.00 

 

Special Collections 
         Matthew 25 Ministry                                                               $78.00 
           

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

The tomb is empty!  Jesus Christ has risen to-

day! Our Savior is active, alive, and trans-

forming us and our communities of faith, even 

the world, at this very moment.  Easter is a 

time of joy, a time of celebration.  To have 

faith in the risen Lord is also to believe that 

we are disciples who bear witness to Christ in 

a broken and troubled world.  To be good 

stewards of this faith obliges us to be living 

witnesses to Christ’s peace at home and in 

public.  Jesus cannot be found buried.  He is 

risen.  Alleluia! 

Special Collections 
 

Holy Thursday : 
Matthew 25 Ministry to the Poor 

 

 Good Friday: 
Pontifical Good Friday Collection 

 

We appreciate your generosity. 

Our office will be closed: 
 

Good Friday, April 2nd  
 

Monday, April 5th 
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Mrs. Sofia Botero……………………………………………….…….……………………...The Botero Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Jobe Boucvalt…………………………………………………………..Francis & Bernice Fulton 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Castle……………………………………………………………………….Beverly Castle 

Mrs. Julie Ceasar…………………………………………………………Anthony Alappat, Linda Ceasar, 

                                                                                                                                Mary & Lecius Juneau 

Mr. & Mrs. Allen Frederic………….……………….Leland & Lorraine Anderson, Allen & Ines Frederic 

Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Glenn………………………………………………………………Glenn and Fagot Family 

Sandra Hartley………………………………………………….……………………Valerie Brewster Hartley 

Miss Camelia Hinojosa……………………………………………………….Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Hinojosa and 

                     Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Brennan 

Mr. & Mrs. Phillips Johnston……………………………………………………………..The Johnston Family 

Mrs. Pat McIntyre……………………………………………………………………………...Robert McIntyre 

Dr. Paul Melancon……………………………………………………………………………Betsie Melancon 

Ellen and Trevor Mills………………………………………………………………………….Sidney A. Mills, III 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Nay………………………………………………………………….James C. Chancellor 

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Pansano………………..………………………………………………..The Pansano Family 

Mrs. Everett Perret…….……………………………………………………………………...The Perret Family  

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Poindexter……………………………………..Mitzi Poindexter, Tommy Poindexter, 

                                    Kimberley Poindexter, Michael Poindexter 

Mrs. JoAnne Ranger……………………………………..…………................................The Ranger Family 

Mrs. Margaret Rosenfeld………………………………………Deceased Members of McVeigh Family 

Mr. Thomas Ross………………………………………………………………………..Margaret “Butsy” Ross 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Roussel………………………………………………………………..The Roussel Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Francis Scanlan……………………………………………………………….The Scanlan Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Truxillo………………………………………………………………….The Truxillo Family 

Mr. Paul Vetter……………….………...…………….…...……....………………..Norman H. Vetter Family 

Mr. Norton Wisdom………………………………………………………………………..The Wisdom Family 

Mrs. Norman Woods………….…………………..Valentina Escobar, Ruth Escobar, Imogene Woods 

Mr. Joseph Young…………………………………………………………………………...The Young Family 

“Angels Unawares”  
 

Coming to New Orleans. On Saturday, April 10, at 11 am, Archbishop 

Aymond will celebrate a prayer service to officially welcome the 

“Angels Unawares” statue to New Orleans. The 3-ton, 20 foot bronze 

statue will be on display and open to the public to visit on the 

grounds of Notre Dame Seminary through May 21. “Angels Unawares” depicts centuries 

of migrants leaving their homelands for a better and safer life for their families, and em-

bodies Hebrews 13:2, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers for thereby some 

have entertained angels unawares.” The public is welcome to visit the statue on the 

front yard of Notre Dame Seminary. 
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Today’s readings: Acts of the Apostles 10:34a, 37–43; 
Psalm 118:1–2, 16–17, 22–23; Colossians 3:1–4 or 
1 Corinthians 5:6b–8; Sequence: Victimae Paschali 
Laudes; John 20:1–9 or Mark 16:1–7 or, at an afternoon or 
evening Mass, Luke 24:13–35. Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome went to the tomb to anoint the 
body of Jesus. We can picture them, walking, carrying their 
spices, wondering about how they would move the stone. 
Perhaps these grieving women were thinking about Jesus’ 
life and telling stories about him. They were probably raw 
with the emotions of the past few days. 

In an instant, everything has changed. The stone is 
rolled back. The man in white tells them Jesus is not there, 
that he is risen. They are the first witnesses, the first ones to 

see the completely new thing God was doing. What must it 
have been like to see this? The Gospel of Mark says that 
they were amazed. They did not understand that this was 
good news. News that would change all of history.

Imagine that you are with the women. What do you 
see, smell, and hear? Write a first-person account, recording 
your reaction as the meaning of what you have seen comes 
over you, as your mind comes to the realization that Jesus is 
risen. Does it seem like a light has been turned on? Reread 
the Gospel account aloud, and invite those you are with to 
illustrate the story. Discuss how it feels to have this good 
news proclaimed. How will your life reflect the joy of this 
good news to all you encounter?

April 4, 2021
He Is Not Here! He Is Risen!

Alleluia! He Is Risen! 
Alleluia! He is risen!
Father, you make all things new,
beginning with your work in creation, 
making us in your image and likeness, 
giving us all good gifts. 
And now, you give more.

Jesus is risen. You have raised him! 
We receive this life! 
Help us to respond.
Help us to offer our lives as pure gift
in imitation of the one who first loved us.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Easter Sunday of the 
Resurrection of the Lord
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This Week at Home
Monday, April 5
God Raised This Jesus
“God raised this Jesus; of this we are all witnesses.” Peter’s 
speech summarizes the whole of the paschal mystery: the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth. During the 
Octave of Easter, the first eight days of our season of cele-
bration, the Church celebrates as fully as she does on Easter 
Sunday. Each day is a solemnity. How can you continue your 
celebration? Today’s readings: Acts 2:14, 22–33; Psalm 
16:1–2a and 5, 7–8, 9–10, 11; Matthew 28:8–15.

Tuesday, April 6
Secret Eggs
A fun activity to carry the celebration forward makes use of 
watercolor paints, a white crayon, and paper to make Easter 
eggs with hidden messages or pictures. Cut out an egg shape 
from paper. Use a white crayon to draw designs, and write 
messages such as “Alleluia!” “Jesus is Lord!” or “He is 
risen!” You might draw a cross, lilies, or other traditional 
Christian symbols. Paint over the designs with watercolors to 
reveal the words and pictures. Today’s readings: Acts 2:36–41; 
Psalm 33:4–5, 18–19, 20 and 22; John 20:11–18.

Wednesday, April 7
On the Road
The road to Emmaus is an image frequently depicted in 
Christian art and literature as an image of discipleship. 
People have long reflected on the Eucharistic image, recog-
nizing Jesus in the breaking of the bread, and of their hearts 
burning as they opened the Scriptures. Engage the text for 
yourself. Copy the Scripture, in its entirety or just a phrase 
that stands out, such as “their eyes were opened” or “were 
not our hearts burning within us?” You might also choose to 
illustrate your image or to decorate the Scripture you copied 
with a beautiful border. Today’s readings: Acts 3:1–10; 
Psalm 105:1–2, 3–4, 6–7, 8–9; Luke 24:13–35.

Thursday, April 8
Witnesses
In these resurrection appearances, Jesus helps the disciples to 
understand what has happened with both words and actions. 
When he eats and invites human touch, he is showing them 
that he is not a ghost. He is sharing his resurrected body. 
When he opens the Scriptures, he is explaining how God has 
been working in the world throughout salvation history, cul-
minating in this moment. Jesus is forming them as witnesses. 
Today’s readings: Acts 3:11–26; Psalm 8:2ab and 5, 6–7, 
8–9; Luke 24:35–48.

Friday, April 9
All of the World
Peter proclaims, “There is no salvation through anyone else.” 
In the vastness of the catch at the sea of Tiberias, we also see 
illustrated the universal nature of the Gospel imperative. 
They really are to go out to all of the world and spread the 
good news. We are too. What can you do today to share in 
this mission of bringing all to Christ? Today’s readings: Acts 
4:1–12; Psalm 118:1–2 and 4, 22–24, 25–27a; John 21:1–14.

Saturday, April 10
What We Have Seen and Heard
In the Gospel, Jesus says, “Go into the whole world and 
proclaim the Gospel to every creature.” We know that God 
is calling all people into relationship, creating a new heavens 
and new earth, bringing about a kingdom of peace and 
justice. Set a timer for five to ten minutes, and silently reflect 
on what this kingdom will be like. Ponder what God 
may have planned for you in this kingdom. Today’s readings: 
Acts 4:13–21; Psalm 118:1 and 14–15ab, 16–18, 19–21; 
Mark 16:9–15.
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