


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA May 16, 2021 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

Since Tuesday, May 4, I have begun to experience what psychologists call Separation Anxiety. When this 
anxiety is excessive it then becomes a disorder. Soon you will also be experiencing this anxiety even in 
an indirect way. Last week Matt Landry, our Facilities Manager/Accountant and Custodian for the church 
and parish office offered his resignation effective June 25, 2021. Matt applied for and was hired as Super-
visor for Facilities at the Hynes Elementary School UNO Campus. Matt has served our parish community 
faithfully for 10 years. I am truly sad to see him leave us, however with his growing family this is a tre-
mendous opportunity for him.  Then on Tuesday, May 11, Christi Schott, our Director of Religious Edu-
cation, informed me that she accepted a position to teach religion at St. Joseph Academy in Baton Rouge 
after serving our parish and families for 7 years. Christi is originally from the Baton Rouge area so this is 
like returning home for her. Christi will be with us until the last week of July. Of course, both Matt and 
Christi were offered a significant increase in salary compared to our scale. I am in discussion with the 
Pastoral Staff and the Pastoral and Finance Councils who to be address these vacancies.   
 

Separation anxiety disorder is a psychological condition in which an individual experiences excessive 
anxiety regarding separation from home or from people to whom the individual has a strong emotional 
attachment such as between parent and child or a pastor and his staff. This anxiety becomes a disorder 
when the separation reaction becomes strong enough to impair people's ability to conduct their day to day 
lives and relationships. Many of us have also experienced this anxiety throughout this pandemic.  
 

Today’s Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord is a good day to talk about separation anxiety. All of the 
gospel discourses these Easter weeks remind the disciples that “now you see me, but in a little while, you 
will not see me.” Jesus has moved on. But the disciples still seem to be asking, “Why do you have to 
go?” 

 

Having Jesus at the “Father’s right hand” and not monitoring his kingdom from some executive suite tells 
us a lot about God’s plan and the kingdom Jesus came to inaugurate. “Moving on” is an essential part of 
Jesus’ mission: He must move on so that the Paraclete’s mission will be accomplished. That mission is 
the most important of all. That mission separates Christianity from all those gurus and masters who have 
tried to associate the message with their own personal leadership.  
 

There are reasons why eagles kick their young out of the nest and why parents send their children off to 
college. Who would ever voluntarily leave an environment where someone takes care of his or her every 
need?  
 

Jesus moves on and passes the mission of the Church on to us. Jesus lives and dies so that we learn how 
to live and die. Our lives are called to be firmly planted on this earth, committed to bring people to the 
knowledge of God’s goodness and life 

 

So to those who are young and those who are not so young the Ascension poses this question: How do we 
live out this mission, this commission in our life? There are lots of possibilities. Perhaps it’s the way we 
love and forgive our children. Perhaps the way we relate to our co-workers or classmates or our neigh-
bors. How is the Lord calling you to step forward to become moved involved in our Parish School of Re-
ligion, our Confirmation Program for our adolescents, assisting with the RCIA, as a sponsor/mentor cou-
ple in our ministry to the engaged, our Outreach to Haiti, Matthew 25 ministry to the poor? Perhaps your 
mission is to serve as a lector or musician, joining our Hospitality/Welcome Committee to welcome new-
comers to the parish or inviting a neighbor or friend to join the church. There are a myriad of ways to 
consciously and personally fulfill your commission to share the good news of Jesus. Your participating 
will help dismiss any separation anxiety you might be experiencing.  
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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

“Angels Unawares”  
 

Notre Dame Seminary,  

2901 S. Carrollton Ave,  

through May 21.   

 

Learn more at:  https://angelsunawares.org 

 
Request for 
Pictures.. 

 

 

 

In honor of the 100th anniversary of the dedication 
of the church, we are collecting old photographs to 
create a collage to be displayed at the celebration in 
December. We are interested in photos 
(professional or not) of weddings, baptisms, 1st 
communions, class photos (especially 8th grade), 
etc. We would prefer that scans of the photos be 
emailed to sfadave55@gmail.com. Physical photos 
can be dropped off at church, however, we cannot 
guarantee their safe return.  

“SIMPLY LIVE!”  
PARISH MISSION THANKS 

 

Grateful for the opportunity I received at St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish to present Pope Francis’ call for ecologi-
cal conversion.  I thank all who contributed to the mis-
sion collection.  Supplemented with a parish donation it 
totaled $1,845.  Your generosity supports the formation 
of Oblate seminarians in Zambia for missionary work 
amount the very poor in south central Africa 
(www.omiusa.org).  I’m glad we did not allow Covid-

19 to stand in the way of renewing our faith and cour-
age during this critical time. 
 

   Fr. George Knab, O.M.I. 
   knabomi@aol.com 

Infertility and Infant Loss 
 

Though the fig tree does not blossom, nor fruit be on the 
vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no 
food . . . yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
God of my salvation. (Habakkuk 3: 17-18) 
 

Struggling with infertility and miscarriage is a 
great burden for couples, especially when they 
so deeply desire to live out their vocation to 
welcome the gift of children from God. All may 
seem hopeless. In moments such as these, re-
member that despite infertility, couples "can 
have a married life that is filled with love and 
meaning." It is important to remember that in-
fertile couples are fruitful when their married 
love is "open to others, to the needs of the 
apostolate ... the needs of the poor...the needs 
of orphans" and to the world (St. John Paul II, 
Homily, 1982; quoted in Married Love and the 
Gift of Life).  

Don’t look up, the angels say. Look out. Look within! Don’t get caught up in what is already past, but see 
what’s happening right now. Participate in the kingdom, which is coming in every new decision, in each 
word and action, in our relationships, in the choice for love, compassion, and forgiveness! This angelic 
advice is all about perspective. If we focus too much on heaven, if we view religion as a matter of “what 
goes up” then we’ll miss what’s “going on” all around us. And that’s something about which we have a 
lot of control, not to mention a lot of responsibility. As a Feast Day, the Ascension can easily get lost in 
the “what goes up” phase of our imagination. We, too, look up until our necks ache, forgetting that the 
story we’re being told is neither history nor biography, but gospel. The gospel speaks to us believers 
about the meaning of what we believe. Once Jesus returns to his Father, our business lies not with the 
realm we can’t see but the busy, complicated, tangible world we are immersed in. 
 

The Ascension of Jesus happened a long time ago, but the parting words of Jesus are to be taken to heart 
and carried out as courageously and enthusiastically as the apostles did in their day. Find your personal 
way to get over your separation anxiety! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA May 16, 2021 

SATURDAY, May 15 - Lucille Mire McCann, Henry 

Schorr, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Julia Pansano, Gregory 

Juan, Michael Rapier, Robert McIntyre, Shayne Isemann 

Meyers 

SUNDAY, May 16 - 9:30am - Parishioners 

11:30am  - Betsie Melancon  

MONDAY, May 17 - In Thanksgiving 

TUESDAY, May 18 - Lucille M. Mariano 

WEDNESDAY, May 19 - Freida Morris 

THURSDAY, May 20 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 

FRIDAY, May 21 - Debbie Morris 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 
Lucille Mire McCann 

Mass Intentions 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

May 16th - May 22nd  
 

Sunday Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9; Eph 1:17-23  

 or Eph 4:1-13 or 4:1-7, 11-13; Mk 16:15-20 

Monday Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab; 

 Jn 16:29-33 

Tuesday Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21; Jn 17:1-11a 

Wednesday Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc- 

 36ab; Jn 17:11b-19 

Thursday Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8,  

 9-10, 11; Jn 17:20-26 

Friday Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab; 

 Jn 21:15-19 

Saturday Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4, 5 and  7; 

     Jn 21:20-25 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Walker Beery, 
Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Mar-
vette Clark, Virginia deLaureal, Cathy Dermady, Guella Drag-
on, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Eve-
lyn Francioni, Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, 
Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, Wil-
liam Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, 
Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, Lynn 
Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Mor-
ton, Earl Pansano, Johnny Parker, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Pe-
terson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty 
Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, 
Emma Ryan, Fay Schultz, Robert Schwab, Ainsley Saleun, An-
toine Saleun, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, 
Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of 
Hainkel, Covenant & Poydras Homes & Lambeth House. 
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

 MAY 8-9, 2021 

         Envelopes                                                                        $2,129.00 
         Loose                                                                                      $2,697.00   
         E-Giving                                                                                      $1,10200 
         TOTAL                                                                         $5,928.00 

 

Special Collections 
          

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

Before he ascended into heaven, Jesus instructed 
his disciples to proclaim the Gospel to all of crea-
tion.  In the reading from Acts, after Jesus’ as-
cent, the angels ask his disciples “Why do you 
stand here staring at the skies?”  The angels want 
them to look around themselves and be assured 
that Christ is working through them.  The Ascen-
sion does not memorialize Christ leaving us.  But 
instead, Christ working through us, his mystical 
body, his church.  As stewards of this legacy, we 
too are called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in our words and actions; in how we live 
and how we treat others.  Howa re we sharing the 
life of Christ with others in our day-to-day lives?  
In what ways do we see ourselves proclaiming 
the Gospel?  In what ways can we do better? 

Special Collections: 
 

This weekend our special collection is for our Im-
provements and Maintenance Fund.  We thank 
you for your generosity. 
 

Next weekend - May 22 & 23, the Peter’s 
Pence is a gesture of solidarity through which 
every member of the faithful can participate in 
the activity of the Pope as Pastor of the universal 
Church.  “The faithful’s offerings to the Holy Fa-
ther through the Peter’s Pence Collection are des-
tined to Church needs, to humanitarian initiatives 
and social promotion projects, as well as to the 
support of the Holy See. 
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Respect Life Focus for May & June 

  

cÜxzÇtÇà jÉÅxÇ cÜxzÇtÇà jÉÅxÇ cÜxzÇtÇà jÉÅxÇ cÜxzÇtÇà jÉÅxÇ tÇw YxÜà|Ä|àç 9 cÜxzÇtÇvç _Éáá  YxÜà|Ä|àç 9 cÜxzÇtÇvç _Éáá  YxÜà|Ä|àç 9 cÜxzÇtÇvç _Éáá  YxÜà|Ä|àç 9 cÜxzÇtÇvç _Éáá      
 

Corporal Work of Mercy - Diaper Drive benefiting  
Access Pregnancy Center 

Cribs will be in front of the Altar to St. Joseph to collect diapers.  

          

Our Tree of Life will be up until Fathers Day  
to support and remind us to pray for couples who  

struggle with fertility & pregnancy and infant loss.   

Ur ent Needs:  * Diapers Size 5 & 6     * Pull Ups Size 2T—5T      
* Diaper Wipes  *Gift cards $10 - $20 for Target, Walmart, & Groceries  

 

For those who wish to contribute baby items in addition to diapers, the following items  
are also needed for New Mom Care Kits: Baby Wash/Lotion, Hooded Baby Towels,  

Socks, Bibs, Baby Bottles.  
Their Amazon wish list can be viewed at:  https://tinyurl.com/3cuse6ac  

Loukis Argenti  

Coralie Ascani 

Millie Ascani 

Sebastian Borden 

Sophie Dauterive 

Brandt Diano 

Elizabeth Foster 

Michael Gill 

George Gilly III 

Molly Gregory 

Kathryn Hulefeld 

Aoibhín Kelley 

Carson Kellogg 

Henry Leckert 

Adelyn Lindley 

Antonio Leon 

John Loerzel 

Caroline Lurie 

Simon Mangum 

Brighton Materne 

Hattie McIntyre 

Adele Melancon 

Ryan Miles 

Lucy Nilges 

Madeleine Pugh 

Leo Purcell 

Marie Rivenburgh 

Charles Roth 

Gianna Schiro 

Cecilia Segura 

First Holy Eucharist 

May the Blessings of Jesus Christ be upon these children who received the            
Sacrament of the Most Holy Eucharist at St. Francis on Saturday May 8th: 
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Today’s readings: Acts 1:1–11; Psalm 47:2–3, 6–7, 8–9; 
Ephesians 4:1–13; Mark 16:15–20. After the resurrection, 
Jesus appeared again and again over a forty-day period. He 
explained the Scriptures to his disciples, they touched him, 
and they shared meals together. Often it took them time to 
recognize him. 

On the fortieth day, Jesus commissioned the apostles 
to preach the Gospel to all creatures and to baptize in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Sometimes it seems that these first witnesses were the 
lucky ones. They saw Jesus, heard his voice and teachings, 
and perhaps even touched his wounds. Having seen, how 
could they have done anything but believe? And yet until the 
Holy Spirit descended at Pentecost, they were afraid. They 
had seen what had happened to him, and even though he had 

risen, they could not have been eager to face persecution 
themselves. But even though Jesus was gone, he had not 
abandoned them. 

The Ascension is a feast of joy, joy in the Father glori-
fying Jesus. It is also a feast of anticipation, because we 
hope that we too will be raised, that we too will be taken up 
to Jesus because we belong to him. We hope that by believ-
ing in Jesus and by living in imitation of him, we too might 
be citizens of heaven, raised up by the Father. 

Our lives become gifts to God when we die to our-
selves and unite ourselves to Jesus. May our prayer be one of 
offering our whole lives to the Father so that dying with the 
Lord, we might rise with him. Where he has gone, we hope 
to follow.

Sunday, May 16, 2021
We Hope to Follow 

Make Us a Gift
Loving Father, 
you sent your Son into the world
that we might see you by seeing him.
He offered his life as a gift 
for the life of the world.
On the third day, you raised him to life,
a life so powerful it could never again die.
Grant us the grace to offer our lives
as a gift for the life of the world,
so that, dying with Jesus, we might 

rise with him.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Solemnity of the 
Ascension of the Lord
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This Week at Home
Monday, May 17
Transformed by the Spirit
In the reading from Acts, the men begin to speak in tongues 
after Paul lays hands on them. Our lives should also look 
markedly different because the Holy Spirit is within us. 
Where do you see the Holy Spirit at work in your life? When 
making big decisions, do you rely on the guidance of the 
Spirit? How can you invite God to be part of your process of 
discerning your best way forward? Today’s readings: Acts 
19:1–8; Psalm 68:2–3ab, 4–5acd, 6–7ab; John 16:29–33.

Tuesday, May 18 
Bearing Witness
As Paul looks at the possibility of his future martyrdom, his 
words echo the words of Jesus before the passion. Both 
focused on the people they served, the people who were their 
mission. Jesus, sent by God, and Paul, sent by the risen 
Christ, both call all people into the light so that the plan of 
God might be fulfilled. God is always sending us too. How 
are you called to “bear witness to the gospel of God’s grace”? 
Today’s readings: Acts 20:17–27; Psalm 68:10–11, 20–21; 
John 17:1–11a.

Wednesday, May 19
Spring and New Life
As spring progresses in the northern hemisphere, the natural 
world abounds with beauty. Take some time to walk in nature 
and experience the beauty of God’s creation. Is this a time 
when it is easy for you to experience God’s presence? How 
can you take more time for listening in this way? Care of 
creation is one of our duties as human beings, to whom God 
entrusted the natural world. Is there something simple you 
can do to care for God’s creation today? Today’s readings: 
Acts 20:28–38; Psalm 68:29–30, 33–35a, 35bc–36ab; John 
17:11b–19.

Thursday, May 20
Peacemakers
The reading from Acts portrays an event in which religious 
people react to Paul’s actions out of their conviction. So 
stirred up are the factions that they have a difficult time 
responding peacefully. Sometimes people who love the 
Church can be like this. Strong emotions arise when people 
become defensive, when it seems like their ways of being in 
relationship with God are challenged. Yet we are called to be 
peacemakers, even as we are called to speak the truth and 
give prophetic witness. Christ’s peace is received in the 
Eucharist. How can you live out this call to make peace 
within the Church? Today’s readings: Acts 22:30, 23:6–11; 
Psalm 16:1–2a and 5, 7–8, 9–10, 11; John 17:20–26.

Friday, May 21
Our Lives as a Gift
The number of times Peter declares his love for Jesus corre-
sponds to his three denials of the Lord before the crucifixion. 
With these affirmations, Jesus tells Peter to “feed my sheep.” 
No matter what we have done in the past, God is waiting to 
redeem it. Everyone’s life can be offered as a gift to God, the 
giver of life. Today’s readings: Acts 25:13b–21; Psalm 
103:1–2, 11–12, 19–20ab; John 21:15–19.

Saturday, May 22
Preparing for Pentecost
Consider planning a celebration for Pentecost. Gather party 
supplies in red, the liturgical color of the day. The celebration 
could be a birthday party, since Pentecost is often considered 
the birth of the Church. Decorate with doves or tongues of 
fire. Prayer cards could highlight the gifts of the Holy Spirit: 
wisdom, knowledge, understanding, counsel, fear of the 
Lord, piety, and fortitude. Today’s readings: Acts 28:16–20, 
30–31; Psalm 11:4, 5 and 7; John 21:20–25.
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