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Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

I’d like to thank you for accepting the invitation to be guest for DINNER AT THE HOMESICK RESTAURANT. 
Referring to this church as the Homesick Restaurant may at first glance sound a little strange. This 1982 novel by 
author Anne Taylor is a story about a person named Ezra.  
 

Ezra was friends with an older woman who ran a local restaurant. He worked many years for her. One day, when 
she decided to retire, she turned the business over to him. Ezra tried various types of menus until one day a novel 
idea came to him. He decided that he would cook what people felt homesick for. For one customer, he’d cook 
Texas barbecue. For another, nothing but hot and spicy Cajun Chicken would do. Some would crave homemade 
Italian pasta and others wanted fresh, sweet pastry bread and cinnamon rolls. Hence, came the name of this novel: 
“Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant.” 

 

The more our thoughts turn to favorite foods, the more our taste buds and saliva glands are naturally awakened 
and brought alive. But something else also happens when we talk about our favorite foods, such as breading pud-
ding with whiskey sauce, seafood, steak, red beans and rice and watermelon. Our memories are awakened and 
brought to life. On Thursday, June 3 as I celebrated my forty-ninth anniversary of ordination to the Priesthood my 
memories were awakened as I reflected upon the Homesick Restaurants in the nine parishes I have served as a 
priest.  
 

Did it ever occur to you that food and memories go together? Our own favorite food is many times more than just 
‘food;’ it has to do with more than taste. It signifies a place, a time and an experience of joy or comfort or love. 
Our favorite food tastes like HOME! Our favorite food can bring back a flood of memories. For example, my 
Mom’s baked macaroni, her Mardi Gras sandwiches and cheese cake. What was your favorite meal at home grow-
ing up? Maybe in your family like ours, the birthday person gets to pick what the meal will be that day, their fa-
vorite meal. What do you cook when your son or daughter returns home after being away? What’s on the dinner 
table when family gathers on special occasions? It’s not just the taste of the food, but its the working together, pre-
paring the table, and sharing conversation --- the food tastes like love, friendship, comfort, being with people who 
are there for you when you needed them.  
 

All Are Welcome in this Homesick Restaurant. Eucharist and the Lord’s table is a kind of a “Homesick Restau-
rant” in ways. It’s a place where we find what will feed our heart and soul. Sometimes we don’t even realize we’re 
homesick until we get here, and suddenly our appetite returns. Homesickness is funny, because we never feel like 
eating till we get home. And when our legs are finally under that familiar table, we feel like we can eat forever and 
a day. 
 

Around the Lord’s table the early Christians found what they were homesick for. They were fed by God’s word. 
Just as the people in the book of Exodus needed a word from God (given by Moses, the mediator), and as the early 
Christians needed a word from God, we also need a word from God, one that guides, directs, challenges comforts, 
us through stormy and uncharted experiences and difficult times. God’s word is what we’re homesick for - a word 
that tells us how to live God’s plan for us.  
 

Around the Lord’s table, those early Christians also found that they were homesick for one another, for commun-
ion and community. The first and indispensable menu item, the entree for Eucharist is community. And not just 
any kind of community, but a community of faith, the Body of Christ.  Jesus chose to symbolize and realize his 
life and death, his love and mission, in the simplest gestures of a meal because human beings have always ex-
pressed solidarity, love and caring by sharing food.  
 

Archbishop Aymond is restoring the obligation to participate in Sunday Mass not as a mere obligation, but an in-
vitation to “Come to the Table” to be fed with the Word of God and the Body and Blood of His Son. For so many 
of us Catholics this Covid-19 Pandemic has awakened in us how homesick we really are for the real food or nour-
ishment that feeds the deepest part of ourselves, the Real Presence of Christ in our midst as we do this in remem-
brance of him.  
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Uptown Canticle - continued 

Respect Life Focus for May & June 

Fertility and Pregnancy Loss 

Call on the Saints for their intercession 

 

St. Agnes—Patron saint of childbirth, children & mater-
nal concern & martyred at age 12 for refusing to marry.   

 

St. Brigid of Kildare - Patron Saint of Babies & Mid-
wives, respected for spirituality, charity, & compassion.  

 

St. Catherine of Sweden - Patron Saint of Protection 
Against Miscarriage.  

 

St. Anne and St. Joachim were the parents of Mary, 
Grandparents to Jesus Christ & experienced infertility 

for many years before conceiving Mary.  
 

St. Padre Pio was known for his physical healings and 
as an aid in recovery.  

 

St. Gerard—Patron Saint of infertility & expectant 
moms. He offered up his earthly suffering to Christ.  

 

St. Elizabeth - Patron saint of those trying to conceive 
& pregnant women. She is the mother of John the Bap-

tist & cousin to Mary, Mother of Jesus. Experienced 
many years of infertility.  

St. Francis Parish School of Religion 

 

Registration is now open for the 2021-22 Parish 
School of Religion. Classes are offered for K-

10th grade students who do not attend Catholic 
school or are preparing for the sacraments of first 
communion or Confirmation. To register go to 
www.stfrancisuptown.com and click on 
“Registration Form” under the Religious Educa-
tion tab at the top.  
 

PSR Catechist 
 

If you are interested and would like to teach as 
part of the Parish School of Religion beginning in 
August, please contact the Parish Office at 891-

4479 for more information. Catechists are needed 
for the second grade and ninth grade classes.  

As we rise from the table our task is to strive for ways to express more and more fully the reality of that body, in 
our actions as family people, citizens of our towns, states and nation. We make choices of careers and of homes, 
choices as consumers, choices as educators, choices as church people, and all of them affect others --- like a peb-
ble dropped in the water. It’s gone; but there’s a half-a-hundred ripples circling on and on. Spreading, spreading 
from the center flowing on out to others, in some degree millions of others. 
 

In St. Paul’s image the health of the body depends on every cell of it. The future success of our Homesick Restau-
rant depends on every member. We cannot escape the covenant we share as the body of Christ. We celebrate it as 
the wonderful condition of our being. It is a source of endless awe and gratitude, the means of grace and the hope 
of glory. 
 

So come put your legs under the table of the Lord and have dinner at our HOMESICK RESTAURANT.  

If you know a practicing Catholic looking for a part-
time job working in the parish office, please pass on 
this announcement 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

Receptionist/Secretary 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish Church in Uptown New 
Orleans is searching for a part-time Receptionist/
Secretary who is a practicing Catholic and familiar 
with Church teachings.  The skill set needed includes 
secretarial ability, communication, computer skills, 
social media, filing and collaboration with other mem-
bers of the Pastoral Staff and a willingness to learn.  
Confidentiality and relational skills are highly valued 
and necessary.  The position requires three (3) days 
per week and is benefits eligible.  To request a posi-
tion description or an interview, interested individuals 
can contact : 
 

Fr. Michael Schneller, Pastor 
frmichael@stfrancisuptown.com or  

call his office (504) 227-3764.  

THANK YOU to everyone who THANK YOU to everyone who THANK YOU to everyone who THANK YOU to everyone who 
has donated to our DIAPER has donated to our DIAPER has donated to our DIAPER has donated to our DIAPER 
DRIVE.  Keep them coming!  DRIVE.  Keep them coming!  DRIVE.  Keep them coming!  DRIVE.  Keep them coming!      

 

Urgent Needs:  Diapers Size 5 & 6, Pull Ups 2T-5T 
Diaper Wipes & Gift cards $10-$20: Target, Walmart 
& Groceries Please place items in the two cribs in 
front of the Altar to St. Joseph 

ACCESS Pregnancy Amazon wish list can be viewed:   
https://tinyurl.com/3cuse6ac  
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SATURDAY, June 5 - Nancy Clair McCann, Henry Schorr, 

Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Julia Pansano, Michael Rapier, 

Gregory Juan, Lionel T. & Catherine P. Hammock, Bernard 

Scully, Genevieve Young, Peggy Young Condon, H.L. Haw-

thorne 

SUNDAY, June 6 - 9:30am - Parishioners 

11:30am  - Betsie Melancon, In Thanksgiving, Jim Stanifer, 

Virginia deLauréal 

MONDAY, June 7 - Lucille Mire McCann 

TUESDAY, June 8 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 

WEDNESDAY, June 9 - Kelly Haydel 

THURSDAY, June 10 - Dorothy McRae 

FRIDAY, June 11 - Shirley Landry 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Carl Landry 

Mass Intentions 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

June 6th - June 12th  
 

Sunday Ex 24:3-8; Ps 116:12-13, 15-16, 17-18; 

 Heb 9:11-15; Mk 14:12-16, 22-26 

Monday 2 Cor 1:1-17; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9;  

 Mt 5:1-12 

Tuesday 2 Cor 1:18-22; Ps 119:129, 130, 131, 132, 133, 

 135; Mt 5:13-16 

Wednesday 2 Cor 3:4-11; Ps 99:5, 6, 7, 8, 9; Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday 2 Cor 3:15—4:1, 3-6; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 

 13-14; Mt 5:20-26 

Friday Hos 11:1, 3-4, 8c-9; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 (3); 

 Eph 3:8-12, 14-19; Jn 19:31-37 

Saturday 2 Cor 5:14-21; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12; 

 Lk 2:41-51 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Walker Beery, 
Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Mar-
vette Clark, Virginia deLaureal, Cathy Dermady, Guella Drag-
on, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Cyn-
thia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Pat 
Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, 
Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Dar-
nell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitche-
ner, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, Earl Pansano, Johnny 
Parker, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Ste-
ven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, 
Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Fay 
Schultz, Robert Schwab, Ainsley Saleun, Antoine Saleun, Lou-
is Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, Dea-
con Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Hainkel, Cove-
nant & Poydras Homes & Lambeth House. 
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

 

Due to the Memorial Day holiday church 

support totals for the weekend of May 29-

30  will be posted on the weekend of June 

5–6. Your generosity in the area of Church 

support as always is greatly appreciate  
 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

Today’s Gospel gives St. Mark’s account of Jesus 
gathering his disciples for a last supper, revealing to 

them a new covenant established through his own 
blood that would be poured out as a sacrifice for 

them.  Every time we participate in the Eucharist, we 
make a pledge to renew and deepen our participation 

in Christ’s covenant in practical ways.  For those who 
exercise stewardship of Christ’s covenant, that means 

making daily, personal sacrifices to strengthen this 
covenant relationship such as deepening our relation-

ship with the Lord in prayer, supporting our parish, 
and giving comfort to the poor and those who suffer.  

As we begin to see our way out of the COVID pan-
demic, it is a good time to reflect on how we might 

renew and strengthen our covenant with the Lord and 
our community in practical ways. 
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Make Checks payable to:  St. Francis of Assisi Church 

Deadline to order is June 30, 2021.  Statues will be delivered to the Parish Office for pick up. 
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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