


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA June 20, 2021 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

As I am writing my Uptown Canticle for this week’s bulletin a tropical depression is expected to form in 
the Gulf of Mexico. And it could bring up to 10 inches of rain to parts of southeast Louisiana. In this 
weekends’ gospel passage from Mark we encounter Jesus and his disciples in a boat on the turbulent Sea 
of Galilee which could not be more appropriate especially having just begun the 2021 Hurricane season.  
 

Jesus requested his disciples to set out on the Sea of Galilee. This place on the sea was where some of 
them made their living. Where they had first encountered Jesus, and willingly followed him. Suddenly the 
sea became a seeming deathtrap. And they cried out in complaint that Jesus was not paying attention 
asleep on a cushion.  
 

Diadochus of Photice, a bishop and ascetic in the fifth century, reflects on the spiritual life using this very 
image of the sea. He states, “A tranquil sea allows the fisherman to gaze right into its depths. No fish can 
hide there and escape his sight. The stormy sea, however, becomes murky when it is agitated by the 
winds. The very depths that it revealed in it placidness, the sea now hides. The skills of the fisherman are 
useless.”  
 

Our scriptures today are rich with images of the sea, God’s omnipotence and the calming of turbulent wa-
ters. What one of us does not desire tranquility and peace among the turbulence of life? Often, we think 
that God is going to manipulate the pieces of our lives as if God were playing a game of chess rather than 
working within the very nature of our souls to develop something permanent. Whether a natural disaster 
strikes us and affects large numbers of people, or personal tragedy – the death of a loved one, the onset of 
a grave illness – hits us, we wonder where is God in all this. 
 

The disciples, like Jesus, desired tranquility and peace. They insisted that Jesus calm the sea and restore 
order. Each of us desires that very same tranquility and peace. Each of us must try to provide the Holy 
Spirit with a resting place. What prevents us from experiencing the very tranquility and peace we desire?  
 

Our lives can become very turbulent. The schedules we keep. The priorities we establish and the anxiety 
are just some of the things that can cause unrest. As human beings, we tend to seek happiness in things 
and circumstances outside of ourselves rather than within. Who among us does not wonder if a large jack-
pot lottery would bring contentment? Or, how often do we find ourselves pondering whether we made the 
right choices or whether our vocation or profession is the one we are meant to have?  
 

We complicate our lives by looking in all of the wrong places for the peace we desire. And in doing so, 
our vision becomes murkier than it does clear. We do not see the wisdom in losing ourselves in God. And 
truly allowing God to be the guide and director of our lives. We spend more time worrying about how we 
are going to provide for our needs rather than seeing how God already is doing this for us. We can learn a 
lesson from the simple animals that share life with us. They go about their business free of worry with 
simple goals and carefree ways. Their lives are a constant melody of praise to God. How do our lives give 
praise to God? 

 

If we want to experience tranquility and peace, we must stop looking without and start looking within 
ourselves. We need to calm the waters of our lives as much as possible so that we can see clearly and 
plunge into the depths of our souls. It is only then and there that we will be able to create a home for the 
Holy Spirit and draw our strength, courage and purpose from within and not from without. If everything 
were taken from us tomorrow like Job, could we still discover peace? Would we still know and believe 
that God has not abandoned us?  
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TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

St. Francis Parish School of Religion 

 

Registration is now open for the 2021-22 Parish 
School of Religion. Classes are offered for K-

10th grade students who do not attend Catholic 
school or are preparing for the sacraments of first 
communion or Confirmation. To register go to 
www.stfrancisuptown.com and click on 
“Registration Form” under the Religious Educa-
tion tab at the top.  
 

PSR Catechist 
 

If you are interested and would like to teach as 
part of the Parish School of Religion beginning 
in August, please contact the Parish Office at 891
-4479 for more information. Catechists are need-
ed for the second grade and ninth grade classes.  

All are welcome to an information session on  
Tuesday, August 24th from 7:00 - 8:00pm in the 
St. Francis Parish Center next door to Church. 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) 
is the process for initiation into the Catholic Church 
and an opportunity for those interested in becoming 
Catholic to explore the life and teachings of Christ 
through prayer, study, reflection, and community. 
For more information contact Shelly Chiappetta at 
schiappetta@stfrancisuptown.com or (504) 891-

4479  

Interested in becoming Catholic  
or know someone who is?  

Congratulations !Congratulations !Congratulations !Congratulations !    
Thomas Wright, our Music Director and Organist, has been nominated for 
Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching. 
Thomas teaches math to middle school students at Hynes Charter School in 
Lakeview. Shy of the camera and an  introvert by personality,  he refused to 
be photographed alone. Thomas was “instrumental” in planting the seed for 
the new organ for our church. We are truly grateful and blessed to have him 
not only as our liturgical music director for more than eight years but also a 
devoted parishioner with a deep love for St. Francis of Assisi.  
 

Congratulations, good and faithful servant of children and church.  

Here are some simple ways you can ease stress.  
 

• Stick to regular routines: Get up and go to bed at the same time everyday and eat regular meals even 
when you don’t feel like it. 

 

• Try to get some light exercise every day. A brisk walk is very beneficial. Walk with a friend to use 
this time as a social opportunity.  

 

• Limit use of caffeine and alcohol – both may interfere with sleep. 
 

• Take time for yourself each day and use it for something that is relaxing for you (a warm bubble bath, 
watching a movie or TV, listening to music, reading scripture and praying. 

 

• Meet frequently with family and friends. Talk about your feelings and experiences. 
 

• Remember that children feel stress too. Let them know their feelings are normal. Help ease their stress 
by doing fun activities with them.  

 

• Don’t forget to celebrate Dad this weekend giving thanks for his love and presence in your family or 
if he has returned to our God who created him give thanks for the life he shared with you and the 
memories you have of him.   

 

Listen to what the God of Job seems to say: If I can keep this vast universe in working order, do you not 
think that I have the power to care for you? Where is your trust? Where is your faith?  
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SATURDAY, June 19 - Nancy Clair McCann, Henry 

Schorr, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, , Michael Rapier, Julia Pan-

sano, Gregory Juan, Grace Heslin Caldarera, Robert McIn-

tyre 

SUNDAY, June 20 - 9:30am - Parishioners  

11:30am  - Betsie Melancon, Lionel T. & Catherine P. Ham-

mock, Sidney A. Mills, III, Virginia deLaureal 

MONDAY, June 21 - John Gatzke 

TUESDAY, June 22 - Carl Landry 

WEDNESDAY, June 23 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 

THURSDAY, June 24 - Keith Schott 

FRIDAY, June 25 - Dorothy McRae 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 
Victims of Violence 

Mass Intentions 

Our Prayer Intentions list is for anyone who needs 
prayers especially due to illness. If you would like to 
add anyone to our list, or if you wish to remove any-
one from the list, please contact the parish office 
(504) 891-4479. 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

June 20th - June 26th  
 

Sunday Job 38:1, 8-11; Ps 107:23-24, 25-26, 28-29, 

 30-31; 2 Cor 5:14-17; Mk 4:35-41 

Monday Gn 12:1-9; Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20 and 22; 

 Mt 7:1-5 

Tuesday Gn 13:2, 5-18; Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5; Mt 7:6, 

 12-14 

Wednesday Gn 15:1-12, 17-18; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9; 

 Mt 7:15-20 

Thursday Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15; 

 Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80 

Friday Gn 17:1, 9-10, 15-22; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5;  

 Mt 8:1-4 

Saturday Gn 18:1-15; Lk 1:46-47, 48-49, 50 and 53,  

 54-55; Mt 8:5-17 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Walker Beery, 
Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Mar-
vette Clark, Cathy Dermady, Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  
Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly 
Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, 
Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cher-
yl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veroni-
ca Merritt, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, Joy Morton, John-
ny Parker, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, 
Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, 
Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Fay 
Schultz, Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, 
Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Wil-
liams, Residents of Hainkel, Covenant & Poydras Homes & 
Lambeth House. 
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 

  

 JUNE 12-13, 2021 

         Envelopes                                                                         $2,453.00 
         Loose                                                                                       $2,530.00   
         E-Giving                                                                                   $1,147.00 
         TOTAL                                                                           $6,130.00 

    Special Collections 
         Matthew 25 Ministry                                                  $550.00 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

In today’s Gospel we listen to Jesus’ disciples 
crying out in fear of a great storm.  Their cry ech-
oes the cries of people around the world during 
the pandemic.  It is the ultimate cry of fear, doubt 
and abandonment.  It is a parable of the situation 
of all of us when cast adrift in the storms of our 
lives, seemingly without God’s presence and care.  
But God is with us.  Jesus does calm the storm for 
his disciples.  Good stewards have faith that they 
do not live in a world where they should live in 
fear and chaos, seeing themselves along and 
abandoned by God.  Reflect this week on your 
own faith in the promises of Jesus.  Do you be-
lieve Jesus is in our midst and can calm the 
storms in our lives? 

Our Second Collection this weekend is for 
our Building Maintenance and Improvement 
Fund.  We thank you for your generosity and 
support. 
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Last ChanCeLast ChanCeLast ChanCeLast ChanCe    
to Donate to our DIAPER DRIVEto Donate to our DIAPER DRIVEto Donate to our DIAPER DRIVEto Donate to our DIAPER DRIVE    

    Benefiting Access Pregnancy Center Benefiting Access Pregnancy Center Benefiting Access Pregnancy Center Benefiting Access Pregnancy Center     
 

 

 

 

 

Urgent Needs:  Diapers Size 5 & 6, Pull Ups 2T-5T 
Diaper Wipes & Gift cards $10-$20: Target, Walmart 
& Groceries Please place items in the two cribs in 

front of the Altar to St. Joseph.  
 

ACCESS Pregnancy’s Amazon wish list can be viewed:  
https://tinyurl.com/3cuse6ac  

 

Mark  your Calendar!!!  
 

July 11th @ 10:30 am 

(between the two masses) 
We’ll gather at the Rectory  

 

 

Come Say “Farewell”   
 

To Christi Schott & Matt Landry 

 

 

We are grateful for Christi and Matt’s years 

of dedicated service at St. Francis of Assisi 

and wish them well in their new endeavors. 

Blessing of the Fathers in Our Lives 
 

 

We give thanks, Creator God, for the fathers in our lives.  
Fatherhood does not come with a manual, & reality teaches  

that some fathers excel while others fail. We ask for your blessings  
for them all & forgiveness where needed. 

 

This Father's Day we remember the many sacrifices fathers make  
for their children and families, and the ways-both big and small-they lift children  

to achieve dreams thought beyond reach. So too, we remember all those who have helped  
fill the void when fathers pass early or are absent; grandfathers and uncles, brothers and  

cousins, teachers, pastors and coaches and the women of our families. 
 

For those who are fathers, we ask for wisdom and humility in the  
face of the task of parenting. Give them the strength to do well by their children and by You,  

In Your Holy name, O God, we pray.  Amen. 
 

- Rev. Chuck Currie 

SAVE THE DATE !!! SAVE THE DATE !!! SAVE THE DATE !!! SAVE THE DATE !!!     
 

Married CouplesMarried CouplesMarried CouplesMarried Couples    
DATE NIGHTDATE NIGHTDATE NIGHTDATE NIGHT    

    

Supper & Substance  
featuring, Jason Angelette 

 

The Eucharist:  
The Source & Summit of  

Marriage 
 

Saturday, September 11th @  
6:00  pm 

Father’s DayFather’s DayFather’s DayFather’s Day    
Our Sanctuary FlowersOur Sanctuary FlowersOur Sanctuary FlowersOur Sanctuary Flowers    

 

Requested by:  Thomas Wright 
In Honor of my Dad and  

In Memory of  My Granddads 
 

Requested by:  Paul Vetter 
In Memory of Norman H. Vetter 

Mothers Prayers  
 

TUESDAYS at 10:00 am  
St. Francis of Assisi  

Parish Center 
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space for two 
plus two $11, 500

New Orleans
All Saints Mausoleum 2nd level

call - 504-813-2309
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