


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA June 27, 2021 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

Are you a planner? Do you set an agenda for your day? Is your iPhone programmed to alert you to up-
coming appointments? Do you make lists that help structure your time and order your priorities?  
 

Most of us do approach life with a desire for order and yearn for a sense of accomplishment. This desire 
for order and yearning for a sense of accomplishment can be very beneficial. Unless, of course, such an 
inclination for scheduling weakens our ability to be flexible, or if it diminishes our willingness to be en-
gaged by the unexpected. When we value adhering to a schedule more than we value the needs of others, 
then God’s good people are ill-served. 
 

The Gospels make it clear that Jesus came among us with an agenda. He came to announce the reign of 
God. He came to invite sinners to repent and to believe the good news of salvation. He came to reveal 
God’s love, mercy and forgiveness to all. And this he did with a sense of urgency and purpose. And you 
may be wondering what is my agenda when I was assigned as your pastor? On Thursday, July 1 I will 
observe my eighth anniversary of serving the people of St. Francis of Assisi as your pastor. When I en-
tered your lives, I had no other agenda than to listen to your hearts and to borrow a phrase from the Pray-
er of St. Francis to “seek to understand” and love this parish family and this friendly church.  
 

We see many incidents in the gospel when Jesus was called to digress from his daily agenda. When nec-
essary, Jesus did digress. That is a lesson I have had to learn through my 49 years of priestly life and 
ministry. I have often said I schedule my spontaneity. Interruptions most often are the real-life ministry. 
By allowing himself to be flexible to the needs that took him from his plotted course of action, Jesus ac-
cepted the will of God for him and for those to whom he ministered.  
 

In today’s Gospel, Mark picks up his verbal portrait of Jesus immediately after the healing of a man pos-
sessed by demons. A large crowd had gathered, and it would seem an opportune time to develop the 
man’s cure into a teachable moment. In the midst of the crowds Jesus changes direction, and moves to-
ward death. At the request of a synagogue official named Jairus, Jesus willingly puts his plans on hold 
and sees to the man’s need. We know what it is like when we are in a hurry and we get caught in traffic. 
We are ready to leap out of our skin.  
 

While in route to Jairus’ house, Jesus is approached by yet another who desires his help. The fear of 
Jairus is put on hold because Jesus feels power leaving him. Someone has touched him with intentional 
faith. A woman suffering from a malady that renders her ritually unclean and isolated from society 
touches him and is healed. Instead of continuing on, Jesus chooses to make her experience public. He 
cites her faith as the impetus for her healing. Time stops and Jesus turns to see who touched him with 
healing faith. Though Jesus is on the way to heal the daughter of Jairus, he now turns to affirm this 
daughter of the tribe of Israel. “Daughter, your faith has saved you. Go in peace and be cured of your 
affliction.” Then, Jesus resumes his “schedule.” And, despite the news that Jairus’ daughter has died, he 
urges Jairus to let his faith supplant his fear and proceeds to raise the girl to life.  
 

Jesus exemplifies for me and for anyone who ministers in his name the willingness to set the needs of 
others before his own plans and desires, . If Jesus had insisted on keeping to his own agenda, the lives of 
many people would have been quite different. He could have told Jairus and the woman to make an ap-
pointment. He could have insisted that his agenda did not allow for distractions such as these. However, 
Jesus knew that in healing the bold woman of faith and raising Jairus’ daughter he was preaching a pow-
erful and persuasive gospel ... all because he was flexible enough to take the time to do so.  
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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

t h a n kt h a n kt h a n kt h a n k    

Y o u !Y o u !Y o u !Y o u !    
    

Our DIAPER DRIVEOur DIAPER DRIVEOur DIAPER DRIVEOur DIAPER DRIVE    
    benefiting benefiting benefiting benefiting     

Access Pregnancy Center Access Pregnancy Center Access Pregnancy Center Access Pregnancy Center     
Was a success!Was a success!Was a success!Was a success!    

 

You can still donate by visiting 

ACCESS Pregnancy’s Amazon wish list can be viewed:  
https://tinyurl.com/3cuse6ac  

St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish School of Religion 

 

Registration is now open for the 2021-22 Parish 
School of Religion. Classes are offered for K-10th 
grade students who do not attend Catholic school or 
are preparing for the sacraments of first commun-
ion or Confirmation. To register go to 
www.stfrancisuptown.com and click on 
“Registration Form” under the Religious Education 
tab at the top.  
 

PSR Catechist 
 

If you are interested and would like to teach as part 
of the Parish School of Religion beginning in Au-
gust, please contact the Parish Office at 891-4479 
for more information. Catechists are needed for the 
second grade and ninth grade classes.  

All are welcome to an information session on  
Tuesday, August 24th from 7:00 - 8:00pm in 
the St. Francis Parish Center next door to 
Church. 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) 
is the process for initiation into the Catholic 
Church and an opportunity for those interested in 
becoming Catholic to explore the life and teach-
ings of Christ through prayer, study, reflection, 
and community. For information contact Shelly 
Chiappetta at (504) 891-4479 or schiappet-
ta@stfrancisuptown.com. 

Interested in becoming Catholic  
or know someone who is?  

 

Mark  your Calendar!!!  
 

July 11th @ 10:30 am 

(between the two masses) 
 

We’ll gather at the Rectory  
 

 

Come Say “Farewell”   
 

To Christi Schott & Matt Landry 

 

We are grateful for Christi and Matt’s years 

of dedicated service at St. Francis of Assisi 

and wish them well in their new endeavors. 

Walking with Jesus in the heart of his ministry amidst the great crowds can be both humbling and excit-
ing. What it calls for is to live in the moment because with Christ, the moment is pregnant with possibil-
ity. As the mystics tell us, the NOW is all we have and to live there in the NOW is to anticipate the pres-
ence of Christ. The multitasking frenzy of our time can keep us at arm’s length from the God who loves 
us NOW. Practice staying in the NOW and while you are there ask yourself how flexible and adaptable 
am I when it comes to responding to the needs of others? 

 

“Beautiful Boy” (Darling Boy) is a song written in 1980 by Beatles’ John Lennon for his son Sean, his 
only child with Yoko Ono. Beautiful Boy begins with John comforting his son from what is presumably a 
nightmare. The song then develops into John passionately describing the love he has for his son and the 
joy Sean gave him. I will conclude with the last line of the song that has been quoted often “Life is what 
happens when you’re busy making other plans.”  
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SATURDAY, June 26 - Lucille Mire McCann, Henry 

Schorr, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Michael Rapier, Julia Pan-

sano, Gregory Juan, Marcelino Dayanghirang 

SUNDAY, June 27 - 9:30am - Betsie Melancon, Tete 

Bustillo 

11:30am  - Parishioners 

MONDAY, June 28 - Special Intention Glenn Bagur 

TUESDAY, June 29 - Debbie Morris 

WEDNESDAY, June 30 - Dorothy McRae 

THURSDAY, July 1 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 

FRIDAY, July 2 - Terry Comeaux 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Lucille Mire McCann 

Mass Intentions 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

June 27th - July 3rd  
 

Sunday Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24; Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11, 12, 

 13; 2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15; Mk 5:21-43 or 

 5:21-24, 35b-43 

Monday Gn 18:16-33; Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 8-9, 10-11; 

 Mt 8:18-22 

Tuesday Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 

 2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19 

Wednesday Gn 21:5, 8-20a; Ps 34:7-8, 10-11, 12-13; 

 Mt 8:28-34 

Thursday Gn 22:1b-19; Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9;  

 Mt 9:1-8 

Friday Gn 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67; Ps 106:1b-2,  

 3-4a, 4b-5; Mt 9:9-13 

Saturday Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 20:24-29 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Walker Beery, 
Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Mar-
vette Clark, Cathy Dermady, Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  
Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly 
Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, 
Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cher-
yl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veroni-
ca Merritt, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, Joy Morton, John-
ny Parker, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, 
Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, 
Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Fay 
Schultz, Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, 
Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Wil-
liams, Residents of Hainkel, Covenant & Poydras Homes & 
Lambeth House. 
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 

JUNE 19-20, 2021 

         Envelopes                                                                         $2,010.00 
         Loose                                                                                   $2,272.84   
         E-Giving                                                                            $1,874.00 
         TOTAL                                                                               $6,156.84 

    Special Collections 
         Matthew 25 Ministry                                                 $106.00 
      Building and Maintenance                                     $1,095.55 

 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

In today’s second reading, St. Paul teaches the 
community at Corinth about a spirituality of 
giving.  He urges them to give and helps them 
understand that through their generosity, they 
will in turn be recipients of a spiritual abun-
dance.  They will receive from those who are 
the beneficiaries of their own giving a recipro-
cal gift that amounts to an equality of giving 
that deepens their relationship with Christ Je-
sus.  A good reflection this week would be to 
think of ways your own life has been enriched 
by your generosity.  How might you have 
reaped a spiritual abundance through your 
own generous behavior? 

 

Request for  
Pictures.. 

 

In honor of the 100th an-
niversary of the dedica-
tion of our church, we are 

collecting old photographs to create a collage to be 
displayed at the celebration in December. We are 
interested in photos (professional or not) of wed-
dings, baptisms, 1st communions, class photos 
(especially 8th grade), etc. We would prefer that 
scans of the photos be emailed to sfa-
dave55@gmail.com. Physical photos can be 
dropped off at church, however, we cannot guaran-
tee their safe return.  
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SAVE THE DATE !!! SAVE THE DATE !!! SAVE THE DATE !!! SAVE THE DATE !!!     
 

Married Couples DATE NIGHTMarried Couples DATE NIGHTMarried Couples DATE NIGHTMarried Couples DATE NIGHT    
    

Supper & Substance  
featuring, Jason Angelette 

 

The Eucharist:  
The Source & Summit of  Marriage 

 

Saturday, September 11th @ 6:00pm 

Father’s Day Sanctuary FlowersFather’s Day Sanctuary FlowersFather’s Day Sanctuary FlowersFather’s Day Sanctuary Flowers    
    

Requested by:Requested by:Requested by:Requested by:                                                                                In Memory/Honor of:In Memory/Honor of:In Memory/Honor of:In Memory/Honor of:     
 

Mrs. Sofia Botero……………………………………………………………………………………………...Eduardo Duque and Geraldo Botero 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Castle……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...Joe Sanford Castle 
 

Mrs. Robert McIntyre……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………….The McIntyre Family 
 

Mrs. JoAnne Ranger………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Henry F. Duett 
 

Mrs. Albert Stall, Sr…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……..The Stall Family 
 

Mr. Norton Wisdom………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..The Wisdom Family 

Mothers Prayers  
 

TUESDAYS at 10:00 am  
St. Francis of Assisi  

Parish Center 

Make Checks out for pre-paid orders only:  St. Francis of Assisi Church 

Deadline to order is June 30, 2021.  Statues will be delivered to the Parish Office for pick up. 

The Respect Life Committee is collecting the fol-
lowing items for Lantern Light Ministry, formerly 
the Rebuild Center:  

• double bladed razors 

• small soaps and shampoos  
 (think travel sizes from hotels, etc.) 

• Washcloths 

• Men’s underwear - sizes M, L, and XL 

 

Drop off items in the baskets near the entrances 
in church or at the parish center. 
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space for two 
plus two $11, 500

New Orleans
All Saints Mausoleum 2nd level

call - 504-813-2309
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