


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA August 1, 2021 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

Pope Francis designated the fourth Sunday of July as World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly. I 
decided to postpone this month’s  teaching article for the Year of the Eucharist to this weekeknd. The 
multiplication of the loaves and fish in last week’s gospel of John precedes and serves as an introduc-
tion to Jesus’ Bread of Life Discourse. Proclamation of this discourse concludes on the 21st Sunday in 
Ordinary Time on August 22.   
 

“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish; but what good are these for so 
many?” (John 6:9) These words of Andrew from the Gospel of John are the perfect image for us as 
we continue our Year of the Eucharist and St. Joseph preaching series on the Mass. Today we focus 
upon on the Presentation of the Gifts and Preparation of the Altar. In this well-known Gospel, Jesus 
takes the seemingly insufficient loaves and fish from the boy and transforms this gift into abundance! 
Something similar, yet even more miraculous occurs each time we gather together to celebrate Mass. 
Early church writers frequently spoke of the “mysterious exchange” whereby we come forward with 
bread and wine – simple gifts of creation and the work of human hands – and in turn God takes our 
gifts and transforms them into the greatest of gifts – the Body and Blood of Christ!  
 

Following the Universal Prayers aka Prayers of the Faithful each week, the collection begins and then 
all that is collected along with the bread and wine are brought forward to the altar. This is an incredi-
bly significant part of the Mass and one that calls for the full, conscious, and active participation of 
the assembly. This is the time when we must be prayerfully gathering up all our gifts – our sacrifices 
from the week, our monetary contributions, our pains, our joys, and our thanksgivings – and we pre-
sent these along with the gifts of bread and wine. The bread and wine are central for they are what Je-
sus offered at the Last Supper and asked us to continue to do in memory of Him. In connecting our 
gifts – our very lives – to the gifts of bread and wine which will be transformed into the Body and 
Blood of Christ, we too seek to have our lives (with our joys and pains) transformed and offered 
wholly to God. So each week we should come prepared bringing the events and experiences of that 
week which we truly place on the altar of our Lord!  
 

As the gifts of bread and wine (and really so much more!) are brought to the altar and offered to God, 
the prayer of the priest acknowledges that these gifts we give to God are only possible because of His 
goodness. Prior to offering the chalice, the priest or deacon mixes water and wine, saying quietly “By 
the mystery of this water and wine, may we come to share in the divinity of Christ who humbled him-
self to share in our humanity.” In preparing these gifts, everything continues to foreshadow the Di-
vine Gift. Then the priest washes his hands praying, “Lord, wash away my iniquity; cleanse me from 
my sins.” He seeks to be purified for these hands will be the hands of Christ who will transform these 
gifts. We all can be praying at this time that God will give us, too, a pure heart as we offer our gifts to 
Him.  
 

You will notice that at special feasts and solemnities we also use incense during this time of Mass: the 
priest incenses the bread and wine, the altar, the cross, and then an altar server or deacon incenses the 
priest, and finally the assembly. When we use incense, we see smoke and smell a fragrant aroma. 
These images that appear very often in Scripture symbolizing reverence and worship, our prayers ris-
ing up to God (e.g., Psalm 141:2; Rev. 8:3-4), the very presence of God (e.g., Exodus), and the aroma 
reflects that which is pleasing to God (Ephesians 5:2; 2 Corinthians 2:15-16). So, we use incense to 
symbolize our prayer, to reverence the holy offerings, and to add aroma to make them pleasing to 
God. Note well: the deacon/server incenses the people of God because they are part of the offering!  
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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

Year of the Eucharist & St. Joseph 

Ligouri Publications 

Catholic Update 

 

Catholic Update is a practical  4-page 
monthly newsletter that explores Catho-
lic teaching and tradition on contempo-
rary topics in easy to understand lan-
guage. Every issue receives the impri-
matur from the Archdiocese of St. Lou-
is. Originally published by St. Anthony 
Messenger Press.  Catholic Updates are 
available from Ligouri Publications.  
 

As an added attraction  for a better un-
derstanding of the celebration of Mass 
in this Year of the Eucharist, we are 
making available 75 copies of the print-
ed edition of the Catholic Update as 
well as in a digital format. The digital 
edition can be viewed on our website 
and from this bulletin. Click: 
 

https://liguori.uberflip.com/i/501138-liturgy-of-
the-eucharist-c0305a/0  
 

to read this month’s Catholic Update, 
The Liturgy of the Eucharist, From the 
procession of the gifts to the conclud-
ing rites, God’s people, enriched by 
God’s word, enter into holy Commun-
ion.     
 

Forward our bulletin to someone who dis-
continued to go to mass and might be in-
terested in returning. All are welcome in 
the house for the church.  

Then comes the priest’s words we hear each Sunday: “Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and 
yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father”. We worship together! Together with the 
priest, we offer the sacrifice of Christ, and together with Christ, we offer our lives to God!  
 

Just as Jesus requested for the crowd to recline as he brought about the miracle of the feeding of the 
5,000 from the lowly offerings of a young boy, we bring our own offerings to the Lord. We bring all 
that we are – even when that might not seem to be enough – and we trust that as the Lord joins our 
offering to His own, we will be acceptable to God and transformed by his life-giving Body and 
Blood.  
 

This month’s Catholic Update focuses on The Liturgy of the Eucharist. From the pro-
cession of the gifts to the concluding rites, God’s people, enriched by God’s word, enter 
into holy Communion. You may either pick up a hard copy of the Catholic Update or 
choose to access it online when you click the link:  https://liguori.uberflip.com/i/501138-liturgy-of-
the-eucharist-c0305a/0  
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SATURDAY, July 31 - Nancy Clair McCann, Henry 

Schorr, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Michael Rapier, Gregory 

Juan,  Julia Pansano, Earl Pansano, John “Junior” Morreale, 

Jr., Judge Randolph Parro 

SUNDAY, August 1- 9:30am - Parishioners  

11:30am  - Betsie Melancon, Virginia deLauréal, Elizabeth 

Ann “Tucky” Argus 

MONDAY, August 2 - A. Herbert Martin 

TUESDAY, August 3 - John “Junior” Morreale 

WEDNESDAY, August 4 - Earl Pansano 

THURSDAY, August 5 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 

FRIDAY, August 6 - Jim Stanifer 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 
Victims of Crime 

Mass Intentions 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

August 1st - August 7th  
 

Sunday Ex 16:2-4, 12-15; Ps 78:3-4, 23-24, 25, 54;  

 Eph 4:17, 20-24; Jn 6:24-35 

Monday Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; 

 Mt 14:31-21 

Tuesday Nm 12:1-13; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 6cd-7, 12-13; 

 Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14; 

Wednesday Nm 13:1-2, 25—14:1, 26-29a, 34-35; 

 Ps 106:6-7ab, 13-14, 21-22, 23; Mt 15:21-28 

Thursday Nm 20:1-13; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Mt 16:13-23 

Friday Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9; 2 Pt 1:16- 

 19; Mk 9:2-10 

Saturday Dt 6:4-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3c-4, 47 and 51; 

 Mt 17:14-20 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Walker Beery, 
Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Mar-
vette Clark, Cathy Dermady, Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  
Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly 
Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, 
Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cher-
yl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veroni-
ca Merritt, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, Joy Morton, John-
ny Parker, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, 
Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, 
Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert 
Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara 
Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Hain-
kel, Covenant & Poydras Homes & Lambeth House. 
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

 

Adoration of the   

Blessed Sacrament  
 

Friday Mornings  

9:00 - 10:00am 

Church following 8:30am Mass 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish School of Religion 

 

Registration is now open for the 2021-22 Par-
ish School of Religion. Classes are offered for 
K-10th grade students who do not attend 
Catholic school or are preparing for the sacra-
ments of first communion or Confirmation. 
To register go to www.stfrancisuptown.com 
and click on “Registration Form” under the 
Religious Education tab at the top.  
 

PSR Catechist 
 

If you are interested and would like to teach 
as part of the Parish School of Religion begin-
ning in August, please contact the Parish Of-
fice at 891-4479 for more information. Cate-
chists are needed for the second grade and 
ninth grade classes.  

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

 

YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH 
 

 JULY 24-25, 2021 

         Envelopes                                                                              $1,528.00 

         Loose                                                                                      $1,074.00   

         E-Giving                                                                            $1,097.00 

         TOTAL                                                                                $3,699.00 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 
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Request for Pictures.. 
 

In honor of the 100th anniversary of the dedication of 
our church, we are collecting old photographs to create a 
collage to be displayed at the celebration in December. 
We are interested in photos (professional or not) of wed-
dings, baptisms, 1st communions, class photos 
(especially 8th grade), etc. We would prefer that scans 
of the photos be emailed to sfadave55@gmail.com. 
Physical photos can be dropped off at church, however, 
we cannot guarantee their safe return.  

All are welcome to an information session on  
Tuesday, August 24th from 7:00 - 8:00pm in 
the St. Francis Parish Center next door to 
Church. 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) 
is the process for initiation into the Catholic 
Church and an opportunity for those interested in 
becoming Catholic to explore the life and teach-
ings of Christ through prayer, study, reflection, 
and community. For information contact Shelly 
Chiappetta at schiappetta@stfrancisuptown.com 
or (504) 891-4479 . 

Interested in becoming Catholic  
or know someone who is?  

THANK YOU for your Donations for  
 

Lantern Light Ministry  
(Formerly the Rebuild Center)  

 

KEEP ‘EM COMING!   

 ♥ double bladed razors ♥ small soaps and 
shampoos (think travel sizes from hotels, etc.) 

♥ Washcloths ♥ Men’s underwear: M, L, & XL 

 

Drop off items in the baskets near the entrances in 
church or at the parish center. 

Mothers Prayers  
 

TUESDAYS at 10:00 am  
St. Francis of Assisi  

Parish Center 

 

Moms in every stage of parenting are welcome:  
moms of littles, moms of teens, adults,  

moms who are grandparents too.  
All are welcome! 
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space for two 
plus two $11, 500

New Orleans
All Saints Mausoleum 2nd level

call - 504-813-2309
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