


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA August 15, 2021 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

Dungeons & Dragons is a fantasy role-playing game first published in 1974. Players of D&D create char-
acters who embark upon imaginary adventures within a fantasy setting. A Dungeon Master serves as the 
game's referee and storyteller. He maintains the setting in which the adventures occur.  
 

The passage from the Book of Revelation almost sounds like a play from Dungeons and Dragons. The 
Dungeon Master, author of the Book of Revelation, uses some vivid symbols in writing to persecuted 
Christians. He encourages them to persevere in the faith in spite of present trials and apparent defeat. He 
exhorts his listeners to hang in there with the faith. When persecution arose and the enemies appeared to 
be winning, believers were tempted to ask: Is faith real? Is it worth it? Would it be so bad to give in a lit-
tle, to save our neck and get along in society? The dragon is that earthly force and attempts to thwart 
God’s plan. 
 

We are all involved in a game of Dungeons and Dragons. And we are not merely role playing. We too 
need encouragement to stand firm in the faith. We may not be tempted to defect from faith. But it is so 
easy to allow the subtle and not so subtle lure of our secular culture to erode away at our faith. We may 
be tempted to lose hope in the power of the gospel for ourselves and our children.  
 

Who and What are today’s dragons? Our church is still wailing in the pain of birth pangs. A changing 
structure with the increased role of the laity in ministry. Our continued recovery from the crisis of sexual 
abuse and abuse of power. Hedonism, sexism, materialism, escalating violence, terrorism and the decline 
of morals and religious illiteracy are ever increasing. What are the dragons that you are personally strug-
gling with today?  
 

What is Mary’s place in the face of all this? She already personally enjoys the 
culmination of victory over the dragons and evil of this world. On earth she had 
unshakeable trust in the power of God, while also doing the will of God in all 
things. Her utter and total faithfulness led her to the eternity in heaven both body 
and soul, which we celebrate today. Her assumption is magnificently depicted in 
the stained-glass window above the front side entrance to our church. As she as-
cends into heaven numerous angles and cherubim welcome her. The town below 
her feet may be Ephesus, where, according to the apocryphal Book of James, 
Mary resided with St. John the Evangelist, the Beloved Disciple, until her As-
sumption.    
 

Thus, she is our model as children of God. One of the reasons Christians from the 
earliest of centuries to the present held so strongly to the belief in her assumption 
was that they saw in her a sign of hope for all humankind. Today’s preface in the 
Eucharistic Prayer proclaims: she is revered as “a sign of hope and comfort to 
your pilgrim people.” Mary’s assumption into heaven is meant to remind us of 
our final destiny, even as we struggle with the trials and tribulations of this world.  
 

Mary sings her Magnificat to the glory of God, recalling that the almighty “has cast down the mighty 
from their thrones and has lifted up the lowly.” It can be hard to “look up” when many things get us 
down. May Mary’s feast reminds us that when we are confronted with great trials and seemingly endless 
despair about the world as it is, we can still have hope. May our communion with Christ strengthen our 
trust in the promise of victory over the dragon of sin and the dungeon of death.  
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 THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish School of Religion 

 

Registration is now open for the 2021-22 Parish School of Religion. Classes are offered for 
K-10th grade students who do not attend Catholic school or are preparing for the sacra-
ments of first communion or Confirmation. To register go to www.stfrancisuptown.com 
and click on “Registration Form” under the Religious Education tab at the top.  
 

PSR Catechist 
 

If you are interested and would like to teach as part of the Parish School of Religion begin-
ning in August, please contact the Parish Office at 891-4479 for more information. Cate-
chists are needed for the second grade and ninth grade classes.  

“Good things come to those who wait.” We have been waiting for two years for Archbishop Aymond to 
assign a permanent deacon to serve our parish. The Lord has partially answered our prayer. As of Tues-
day, August 10, 2021, Tim Kettenring was instituted as an Acolyte by the Archbishop at Transfigura-
tion of the Lord Church in Gentilly. He is assigned to our parish with the expectation that after his ordi-
nation to the Permanent Diaconate on June 25, 2022 he will continue to serve our parish as Deacon.  
 

I first met Tim and his family during my first assignment as a  newly ordained priest in 1972 at the for-
mer St. Raphael the Archangel now Transfiguration of the Lord Parish. Tim was in high school at that 
time. I am excited to reconnect with him and have the opportunity to share  pastoral ministry with him 
in his last year of diaconal formation. You will be able to meet Tim and welcome him to our parish this 
weekend. Let me allow Tim to introduce himself in his own words.  

 

“Dr. Tim Kettenring is a candidate for ordination to the 
Permanent Diaconate for the Archdiocese of New Orle-
ans (2022). Tim and his wife Beth have been married 
for 39 years. Beth is in medical research administration. 
They have two adult children Tim Jr (wife Julie) is a 
university sports complex director and strength/
conditioning coach, their daughter Ashley (husband Ca-
sey) is an architect, and their grandson Colt is a “Little 
Gator” at Holy Name of Jesus in New Orleans. Tim has 
been a religious and theological educator for more than 
twenty years. He has served as Department Chair of Re-
ligion at two area Catholic high school and currently 
teaches Religion at the Academy of Sacred Heart. 
 

In addition, he has served as a pedagogical facilitator 
for the Science-Religion Initiative and the Satellite The-

ology Education Program of the University of Notre Dame. He holds a BBS from Colorado Christian 

University, an MA from Denver Seminary (Emphasis in Old Testament), an MA in Theological Studies 

from Notre Dame Seminary-Graduate School of Theology, and DMin from Denver Seminary.” 
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SATURDAY, August 14 - Nancy Clair McCann, Henry 

Schorr, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Michael Rapier, Julia Pan-

sano, Earl Pansano, Gregory Juan, Carmencita Camaya 

SUNDAY, August 15 - 9:30am - Parishioners 

11:30am  - Betsie Melancon, Lionel T. & Catherine P. Ham-

mock, Donald R. Casey, Virginia deLauréal, John “Junior” 

Morreale, Jr., Judge Randolph Parro, Mr. Connolly  

MONDAY, August 16 - Dr. Eduardo DeLima 

TUESDAY, August 17– Ms. Pubenza Echeverry 

WEDNESDAY, August 18 - Earl Pansano 

THURSDAY, August 19 - All Souls Book of Remem-

brance 

FRIDAY, August 20 - Dr. José A. Bernal 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 
Lucille Mire McCann 

Mass Intentions 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

August 15th - August 21st  
 

Sunday Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Ps 45:10, 11,  

 12, 16; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56 

Monday Jgs 2:11-19; Ps 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-40, 43ab  

 & 44: Mt 19:16-22 

Tuesday Jgs 6:11-24a; Ps 85:9, 11-12, 13-14;  

 Mt 19:23-30 

Wednesday Jgs 9:6-15; Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Mt 20:1-16 

Thursday Jgs 11:29-39a; Ps  40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10; 

 Mt 22:1-14 

Friday Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22; Ps 146:5-6ab, 6c-7,  

 8-9a, 9bc-10; Mt 22:34-40 

Saturday Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17; Ps 128:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; 

 Mt 23:1-12 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Walker Beery, 
Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Mar-
vette Clark, Cathy Dermady, Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  
Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly 
Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, 
Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cher-
yl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veroni-
ca Merritt, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, Joy Morton, John-
ny Parker, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, 
Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, 
Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert 
Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara 
Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Hain-
kel, Covenant & Poydras Homes & Lambeth House. 
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

In today’s Gospel we hear Mary’s cousin, Eliza-

beth, bestow the gift of two blessings on Mary 

when she greets her.  Elizabeth blesses Mary not 

only because she believes that Mary is the Mother 

of the Lord, but also because she recognizes that 

Mary has complete faith in God’s promise.  

When Elizabeth prophetically pronounces Mary 

“blessed...among women” and proclaims that the 

fruit of Mary’s womb is blessed, she uses the 

same term that Jesus uses to bless people in the 

Beatitudes.  Good stewards recognize the Spirit-

driven love and courage that inspired Elizabeth’s 

hospitality toward a young, unmarried, pregnant 

woman and the honor Elizabeth bestowed upon 

Mary who would ordinarily be shamed for bear-

ing this child.  In what ways can we extend the 

blessings we receive in the Eucharistic celebra-

tion to others in order to honor them and offer the 

God’s hospitality? 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

 

Adoration of the   

Blessed Sacrament  
 

Friday Mornings  

9:00 - 10:00am 

Church following 8:30am Mass 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH 
 

 AUGUST 7-8, 2021 

         Envelopes                                                                          $2,228.00 
         Loose                                                                                       $1,048.35 
         E-Giving                                                                              $1,397.00 
         TOTAL                                                                                    $4,673.35 
 

Special Collections 
     Building and Maintenance                                        $1,127.00 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 

   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 
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BaptismsBaptismsBaptismsBaptisms    
St. Francis of Assisi Church St. Francis of Assisi Church St. Francis of Assisi Church St. Francis of Assisi Church     

WelcomesWelcomesWelcomesWelcomes    

Harper Ann BerngardHarper Ann BerngardHarper Ann BerngardHarper Ann Berngard    
    

Kammer GrevembergKammer GrevembergKammer GrevembergKammer Grevemberg    

FromherzFromherzFromherzFromherz    
    

Cecilia Elizabeth PowellCecilia Elizabeth PowellCecilia Elizabeth PowellCecilia Elizabeth Powell    

into the family of  the Catholic Church into the family of  the Catholic Church into the family of  the Catholic Church into the family of  the Catholic Church     

Interested in becoming Catholic  

or know someone who is?  
All are welcome to an information session on  Tues-
day, August 24th from 7:00 - 8:00pm in the St. Fran-
cis Parish Center next door to Church. 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is 
the process for initiation into the Catholic Church and 
an opportunity for those interested in becoming Catholic 
to explore the life and teachings of Christ through pray-
er, study, reflection, and community.  
 

For information contact Shelly Chiappetta at (504) 891-

4479 or schiappetta@stfrancisuptown.com. 

THANK YOU  
for donating to  

 

KEEP ‘EM COMING!   
 

 ♥ double bladed razors  
 

♥ small soaps & shampoos  
 

♥ Washcloths  
 

♥ Men’s underwear:  
M, L, & XL 

 

Drop off in baskets near church 
entrances or at parish center. 

(formerly the Rebuild Center)  

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion  

needed to serve at St. Francis of Assisi: 
 

Basic workshops for Fall 2021 for new Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy Communion presented by the 

Office of Worship.  A7endance at the workshop for 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion is re-

quired before a person can be delegated by the 

Archbishop to serve in this ministry.  If you are a 

prac:cing Catholic and are interested in a7ending a 

workshop, please contact Teresa at the Parish Office 

at 504-891-4479.  All par:cipants must be pre-

approved by their pastors. 
 

 

Workshops: 
 

Saturday, September 4, 2021 (WS1)- 9:00am-1:00pm 

St. Luke Church, 910 Cross Gates Blvd., Slidell 
 

Saturday, September 11, 2021 (WS2)- 9:00am-1:00pm 

St. Joan of Arc Church, 529 W. Fi@h St., LaPlace 
 

Saturday, October 2, 2021 (WS3)- 9:00am-1:00pm 

St. Clement of Rome, 3990 W. Esplanade Ave., Metairie 
 

Saturday, November 13, 2021 (WS5)- 9:00am-1:00pm 

Loca:on - To be determined 
 

Saturday, December 4, 2021 (WS6)- 9:00am-1:00pm 

St. Ann Church, 3601 Transcon:nental Dr., Metairie 
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space for two 
plus two $11, 500

New Orleans
All Saints Mausoleum 2nd level

call - 504-813-2309
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