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Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

“For what great nation is there that has gods so close to it as the Lord, our God, is to us whenever we call 
upon him?” This amazing truth proclaimed in our OT Reading from Deuteronomy 4:7 is celebrated and 
experienced in the most powerful of ways each time we gather for worship at Mass, for indeed our God is 
present with us!  
 

Today as we continue our Year of the Eucharist and St. Joseph series on the Mass, we focus upon on The 
Eucharistic Prayer – the “Great Prayer” of the Church. Having heard and encountered the Lord through 
the Liturgy of the Word, we now rightly respond to God in the Liturgy of the Eucharist with praise and 
thanksgiving, for as the letter of James 1: 22 tells us, we must be “doers of the word and not hearers on-
ly”. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer is the “center and high point of the entire celebration,” through which “the whole 
congregation of the faithful joins with Christ in confessing the great deeds of God and in the offering of 
Sacrifice” (GIRM 78). This central prayer of the liturgy is why we frequently refer to the entire celebra-
tion as Eucharist, an action which literally means “to give thanks”. Although this prayer is spoken mostly 
by the priest, the gathered faithful are in no way spectators. We are all doing something even if we are not 
speaking – our active participation is paramount here, for we are offering our very selves in thanksgiving 
for all God has done to save us and we join our prayer to that of Christ who speaks through the priest in 
the name of all. 
 

The Church has many different Eucharistic Prayers that may be used at Mass.  All have these common 
elements:  
 

• Opening Dialogue of priest and people in the Preface (“The Lord be with you” / “Lift up your hearts” / 
“Let us give thanks to the Lord our God”): something amazing and powerful is happening here! Christ 
desires to raise our hearts to heaven to join Him there in praise and thanksgiving to the Father. The 
priest invites us to what we all are about to do together with Christ through him – give thanks!  

 

• Thanksgiving: in the name of the whole people of God, the priest glorifies God the Father and gives 
thanks for all God has done to bring our salvation to fulfillment in Christ. Holy, Holy, Holy: Heaven 
and earth have come together, for we join the angels and saints to give praise and glory to God. As we 
chant Hosanna in the midst of this hymn, we see that we are both rejoicing because of Christ’s victory 
and preparing to offer ourselves with Him in His Passion. 

 

• The Invocation of the Holy Spirit (Epiclesis) calls down the Holy Spirit upon the gifts we offer that 
they may be consecrated/transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ AND that we who receive 
Christ will be transformed for our own salvation and the salvation of the world.  

 

• In the Institution Narrative (words of consecration), we recall the words and actions of Jesus Christ at 
the Last Supper through which he offered to us His Body and Blood and gave the command: “Do this 
in memory of me.” It is by the words of Christ and the invocation of the Holy Spirit that the bread and 
wine become the Body and Blood of Christ.  

 

• In the Memorial of Christ (Anamnesis), we fulfill Jesus’ command to do this in His memory. This is 
not a mere remembering – through this prayer, His Passion, Resurrection, and Ascension are made 
present and effective for us now! The grace and love of God poured forth in these saving events are 
present now.  

 

• In the Offering (Oblation), the faithful present (and really the whole Church) offer Christ – the sacrifi-
cial victim – and themselves in loving sacrifice to God, our Father.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



 TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

Year of the Eucharist & St. Joseph 

Ligouri Publications - Catholic Update 

 

Catholic Update is a practical  4-page monthly 
newsletter that explores Catholic teaching and tradi-
tion on contemporary topics in easy to understand 
language. Every issue receives the imprimatur from 
the Archdiocese of St. Louis. Originally published 
by St. Anthony Messenger Press.  Catholic Updates 
are available from Ligouri Publications.  
 

As an added attraction  for a better 
understanding of the celebration of 
Mass in this Year of the Eucharist, 
we are making available 75 copies 
of the printed edition of the Catholic 
Update as well as in a digital format.  
 

The digital edition can be viewed on 
our website and from this bulletin.  
Click:  https://liguori.uberflip.com/i/140058-finding-jesus-in-the
-eucharist-four-ways-he-is-present-c0507a/0  
 

to read this month’s Catholic Update, Finding Jesus 
in the Eucharist, Four Ways He Is Present.   

 

Forward our bulletin to someone who discontinued to 
go to mass and might be interested in returning. All are 
welcome in the house for the church.  

• In the Intercessions, we pray for the whole Church in heaven and on earth, her needs, and the salva-
tion of all.  

 

• The Doxology, the “Great Prayer” concludes the Eucharistic Prayer through the glorification of God 
and the affirmation and assent of all through the “Great Amen”.  

 

The Eucharistic Prayer, therefore, leads us miraculously beyond space and time – earth is joined to heav-
en and past, present, and future become one in our celebration, enabling us at each Mass to be with Christ 
at His sacrifice on the Cross (past) and with Christ and all the angels and saints at the heavenly banquet 
(future). 
 

Active participation in the Eucharistic Prayer means fixing our hearts and minds upon God in thanksgiv-
ing and in offering our lives to God as Christ has done. This is what it means to be a Eucharistic People! 
Through our continued participation in this “Great Prayer” may we conform ourselves more and more to 
Christ and with Him offer our lives for the salvation of all the world. The Lord, our God, is close to us 
indeed! 
 

Finding Jesus in the Eucharist, Four Ways He Is Present is the title and subject of this month’s Catho-
lic Update.  Click here:  https://liguori.uberflip.com/i/140058-finding-jesus-in-the-eucharist-four-ways-he-is-present-c0507a/0 . 
 

I will be away on vacation visiting my friend, Fr. David Long in England.  He is Pastor of St. Vincent de 
Paul Parish in Knutsford England.  The Uptown Canticle will return to the bulletin for September 19th.  
Please pray for a Covid free journey and my safe return to the States. 

While Father Michael is on vacation, 
he invited Father Alan Bower to visit 
our parish next weekend to speak at 
all the Masses on behalf of Cross 
Catholic Outreach. It was founded to 

create a meaningful link between parishes in America and 
the priests and nuns working in the Church overseas in 
the Caribbean, Africa, Asia, Central and South America. 
 

Fr. Bower is a 28 year Navy veteran. He transitioned to 
the Naval Reserve as a Navy Chaplain the day of his ordi-
nation, May 20, 1989. He was recalled to active duty for 
Desert Shield/Storm (JAN-SEP 1991) and served the Ma-
rines at Camp LeJeune, NC. In 1997, his bishop released 
him for a three (3) year period of active duty during 
which he served as Command Chaplain of Naval Base 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba and Command Chaplain of the 
USMC landing craft/aircraft carrier USS WASP (LHD-1).  
 

As an Outreach Priest he is able to see the difference 
Cross Catholic makes in serving the poor. He is inspired 
and motivated as a priest working with those in need.  
 

An inspiring and compassionate orator, Cross Catholic 
Outreach is proud to have Father Bower preach on behalf 
of those we serve — the poorest of the poor.  
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
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August 29, 2021 

SATURDAY, August 28 - Nancy Clair McCann, Henry 

Schorr, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Michael Rapier, Julia Pan-

sano, Earl Pansano, Gregory Juan 

SUNDAY, August 29 - 9:30am - Parishioners 

11:30am  - Betsie Melancon, Virginia deLauréal, Judge 

Randolph Parro, Mr. Connolly, Ann Dupuy, Gerrie Bremer-

mann 

MONDAY, August 30 - Earl Pansano 

TUESDAY, August 31 - Ms. Pubenza Echeverry 

WEDNESDAY, September 1 - Lionel T. & Catherine P. 

Hammock 

THURSDAY, September 2 - All Souls Book of Remem-

brance 

FRIDAY, September 3 - Joe Anne Neelis Roberts 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 
Persecuted Christians 

Mass Intentions 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

August 29th - September 4th  
 

Sunday Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5; Jas 1:17- 18, 

  21b-22, 27; Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 

Monday 1 Thes 4:13-18; Ps 96:1 and 3, 4-5, 11-12, 13; 

 Lk 4:16-30 
 

Tuesday 1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14;  

 Lk 4:31-37 
 

Wednesday Col 1:1-8; Ps 52:10, 11; Lk 4:38-44 
 

Thursday Col 1:9-14; Ps 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6; Lk 5:1-11 
 

Friday Col 1:15-20; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Lk 5:33-39 
 

Saturday Col 1:21-23; Ps 54:3-4, 6 and 8; Lk 6:1-5 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Walker Beery, 
Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Mar-
vette Clark, Cathy Dermady, Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  
Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly 
Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, 
Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cher-
yl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veroni-
ca Merritt, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, Joy Morton, John-
ny Parker, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, 
Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, 
Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert 
Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara 
Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Hain-
kel, Covenant & Poydras Homes & Lambeth House. 
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every spiritual and 
bodily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

In the reading from the letter of St. James we are 
urged to be “doers” of the Gospel, not just listen-
ers.  Being a “steward” of God’s Word is a matter 
of listening to the Good News, embracing the 
Good News and putting the Good News into ac-
tion in our day-to-day lives.  And whenever we 
are uncertain as to what decisions to make or ac-
tions to take as good stewards of the Gospel, St. 
James reminds us:  We can never go wrong if we 
resist popular values that are not compatible with 
the Gospel, and we come to the aid of those who 
are burdened, distressed and poor. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH 
 

 AUGUST 21-22, 2021 

         Envelopes                                                                                 $2,113.50 

         Loose                                                                                  $4,902.00   

         E-Giving                                                                               $1,142.00 

         TOTAL                                                                                    $8,157.50 

Special Collection 
 

         Outreach to Haiti                                                    $10,372.00 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

Thank You From 

 St. Francois Xavier !!   
 

$10,372.00 in funds raised to help aid  
our brothers and sisters in Giles, Haiti 

 

Fr. Gary has already identified nearly 100 fami-
lies who will need our help.  He’s met with the 
victims and let them know that we are helping 
them with food and shelter needs after the 7.2 
earthquake on August 14th.   

 

From Fr. Gary:  “They are very happy with this 
good news and say ‘Thank you’ for thinking of 

them.  May God Bless St. Francis of Assisi”  
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 TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion  
needed to serve at St. Francis of Assisi: 

 

Basic workshops for Fall 2021 for new Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion presented by the Of-
fice of Worship.  Attendance at the workshop for Ex-
traordinary Ministers of Holy Communion is required 
before a person can be delegated by the Archbishop to 
serve in this ministry.  If you are a practicing Catholic 
and are interested in attending a workshop, please 
contact Teresa at the Parish Office at 504-891-4479.  
All participants must be pre-approved by their pas-
tors. 
   Workshops: 

 

Saturday, September 4, 2021 (WS1)- 9:00am-1:00pm 

St. Luke Church,  
910 Cross Gates Blvd., Slidell 

 

Saturday, September 11, 2021(WS2)- 9:00am-1:00pm 

St. Joan of Arc Church,  
529 W. Fifth St., LaPlace 

 

Saturday, October 2, 2021 (WS3)- 9:00am-1:00pm 

St. Clement of Rome,  
3990 W Esplanade Ave, Metairie 

 

Saturday, November 13, 2021 (WS5)- 9:00am-

1:00pm 

Location - To be determined 

 

Saturday, December 4, 2021 (WS6)- 9:00am-1:00pm 

St. Ann Church,  
3601 Transcontinental Dr., Metairie 

Hotel Hope is an emergency shelter in 
New Orleans for mothers with children 
who are homeless.  Presently, Hotel 
Hope is looking for volunteers ages 21 
yrs. + to be present for various shifts as 
a concierge at the front desk of the 
shelter.  This includes such tasks as 

showing hospitality, answering the phone, taking 
donations at the front door, and providing for the 
guest’s personal requests.  If you are interested or 
have questions, please contact Sr. Julie or Ms. Cath-
erine at (504) 821-7773. 

Annulment Writing Workshop 

 

Anyone  wishing to apply for, respond to or be a witness 
to an annulment is welcome to attend.  The workshop 
will be conducted by lay ministers and clergy who work 
with the Tribunal and/or have been through the process.  
They will offer the companion and understanding of oth-
ers navigating the same process and experiencing similar 
emotions.  They will give you guidance and will be 
available to pray for you, talk or answer questions at 
each session.   
 

The cost of the Workshop is $25.  
Tuesdays, 7:30 pm—9 pm 

September 14th, 21st  and 28th,  
October 5th & 12th  

 

St. Rita School Library (Msgr. Champagne Complex) 
7100 Jefferson Hwy, Harahan, LA 70123 
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space for two 
plus two $11, 500

New Orleans
All Saints Mausoleum 2nd level

call - 504-813-2309
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