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Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

Controversy sometimes can be disturbing, but it is not necessarily a bad thing. Nevertheless, we 
do need to learn to manage controversy in our personal lives, in our businesses and professions, in 
our families, and even in our church.  
 

Today the gospel tells us about a dispute between a couple of the disciples concerning who would 
be in authority among the disciples. Jesus had just told them of his impending death, and then 
somewhat mitigated the impact of this sad news by saying he would rise again. Perhaps that utter-
ly confused them. They did not understand what he was saying, and thus apparently were incapa-
ble of asking any questions. His statement reduced them to silence. 
 

This is followed by the reference to an argument between two disciples as to whom would be the 
one to head the band of disciples when Jesus was gone from their midst. Who would be in author-
ity – the CEO, as it were. And that gives us the impression that these two were really insensitive, 
to say the least, in putting forth their own ambitions, and seemingly careless about what Jesus had 
just told them.  
 

Sometimes we become so self-involved that we lose sight of what is important. For example, a 
friend tells you of some great sorrow or worrisome event in their life. That friend needs someone 
to listen – not necessarily to talk or help other than to listen. But what all too often happens is that 
the one to whom they come to unburden themselves, instead of listening, seizes the opportunity to 
tell of his or her own problems. And thus, the burden is not lifted or shared, but often multiplied. 
In self-concern we may lose sight of what is happening to someone else. It is not that we mean to 
be self-centered. Of course, we don’t. We don’t intentionally close our minds to the needs of oth-
ers. We have to learn to be sensitive and accepting of people – to have in us the mind of Jesus in 
caring for others.  
 

In the letter of James, it is apparent that something quite destructive was going on in the church. 
There were conflicts and they were out of control, with strife and all sorts of vile behavior going 
on among those who professed to be followers of Jesus. The disciples counsel the church rather 
gently to be peaceable with one another, lenient, docile, and rich in sympathy and kindly deeds.  
 

After Jesus found out about the argument two of his disciples had been having, he gathered them 
all and spoke to them about being servants, not strivers for power and position – not angling to be 
in first place. 
 

In the movie Bruce Almighty Morgan Freeman as God gives Jim Carey a chance to have godlike 
powers since Carey was grumbling about God’s on-the-job performance. At first, he uses those 
powers for selfish gain. So, what would you do if you were God for a week, or even a day? Or, if 
you couldn’t be a full-blown god with all of God’s powers, which powers would you like to have? 

 

On NPR’s program This American Life, John Hodgman conducted an informal, unscientific sur-
vey asking the question: Which is better? The power of flight, or the power of invisibility? What 
he found surprised him. No matter which power people chose, they used it in self-serving ways. 
Nobody interviewed on This American Life took responsibility for others less fortunate than them-
selves by using their super powers for the common good. It turns out that most people either se-
cretly or openly have oddities of selfishness.  
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Uptown Canticle - continued 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion  
needed to serve at St. Francis of Assisi: 

 

Basic workshops for Fall 2021 for new Extraordi-
nary Ministers of Holy Communion presented by 
the Office of Worship.  Attendance at the workshop 
for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion is 
required before a person can be delegated by the 
Archbishop to serve in this ministry.  If you are a 
practicing Catholic and are interested in attending a 
workshop, please contact Teresa at the Parish Of-
fice at 504-891-4479.  All participants must be pre-

approved by their pastors. 
 

Workshops: 
 

Saturday, October 2, 2021 (WS3) 
9:00am-1:00pm 

St. Clement of Rome,  
3990 W. Esplanade Ave., Metairie 

 

Saturday, November 13, 2021 (WS5) 
9:00am-1:00pm 

Location - To be determined 

 

Saturday, December 4, 2021 (WS6) 
9:00am-1:00pm 

St. Ann Church,  
3601 Transcontinental Dr., Metairie 

Hotel Hope is an emergency 
shelter in New Orleans for moth-
ers with children who are home-
less.  Presently, Hotel Hope is 
looking for volunteers ages 21 
yrs. + to be present for various 
shifts as a concierge at the front 
desk of the shelter.  This in-

cludes such tasks as showing hospitality, an-
swering the phone, taking donations at the front 
door, and providing for the guest’s personal re-
quests.  If you are interested or have any ques-
tions, please contact Sr. Julie or Ms. Catherine 
at (504) 821-7773. 

What is the super power we need. James says it is divine wisdom and Jesus calls it service. And 
this weekend on Catechetical Sunday, September 19 at the 9:30 am mass, we will ask God’s 
blessing upon those who serve our parish in the ministry of catechesis and evangelization and 
commission them for their ministry. Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on 
the role that each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a witness 
to the Gospel. This year the theme is: “Say the Word and My Soul Shall be Healed." Those who 
the parish community has designated to serve as catechists will be called forth to be commis-
sioned for their ministry. Please read the letter from Archbishop Aymond about Catechetical Sun-
day in this bulletin.  

Confirmation 
 

Wednesday, September 29th 
 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Celebrant:  Most Rev. Gregory M. Aymond 
 

Please pray for our young men and women 

Lord, Teach Me To Pray  
 

Are you interested in a deeper rela-
tionship with God; do you want to 
improve your prayer life? Lord 
Teach Me To Pray is a three-part 
prayer series based on Ignatian 
Spirituality.  

 

Those new to the LTMTP series begin with Part 1 
“Praying Christian Virtues” meeting in a small group 
once a week for 12 weeks with two trained facilita-
tors. Parts 2 and 3 are offered in succession after the 
completion of Part 1. 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
will offer Groups for Women 

Parish Center - 611 State Street 
 

Part I:  Beginning Tuesday, September 28th  
at 9:30am 

 

Part II - Thursday, September 30th at 9:30am 

 

For information or to register, contact Missy Duncan 
(504) 430-7268 or email Missy at mduncan25@cox.net 
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SATURDAY, September 18 - Lucille Mire McCann, Henry 

Schorr, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Michael Rapier, Julia Pan-

sano, Earl Pansano, Gregory Juan,  Robert McIntyre, Thom-

as Patrick Henican 

SUNDAY, September 19 - 9:30am - Parishioners 

11:30am  - Betsie Melancon, Virginia deLaureal, Ann 

Dupuy, Gerrie Bremermann, Judge Randolph H. Parro, Lee 

Butler, Joe Castle 

MONDAY, September 20– Earl Pansano 

TUESDAY, September 21 - Douglas Nobles 

WEDNESDAY, September 22– Norman Schmitt 

THURSDAY, September23 - Earl Pansano 

FRIDAY, September 24 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 
Betsie Melancon 

Mass Intentions 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

September 19th - September 25th  
 

Sunday Wis 2;12, 17-20; Ps 54:3-4. 5, 6-8; 

 Jas 3:16—4:3; Mk 9:30-37 
 

Monday Ezr 1:1-6; Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6; 

 Lc 8:16-18 
 

Tuesday Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Mt 9:9-13 
 

Wednesday Ezr 9:5-9; Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8; Lk 9:1-6 
 

Thursday Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b;  

 Lk 9:7-9 
 

Friday Hg 2:1-9; Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4; Lk 9:18-22 
 

Saturday  Zec 2: 5-9, 14-15a; Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13; 

 Lk 9:43b-45 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette 
Clark, Cathy Dermady, David Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, 
Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Cyn-
thia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, 
Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert 
Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig 
Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, Lynn Mid-
dleton, Jeff Mitchener, Joy Morton, Johnny Parker, Angelle 
Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn,  
Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, 
Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert Schwab, 
Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara 
Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of 
Hainkel, Covenant & Poydras Homes & Lambeth House. 
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish family, 
friends, and relatives of every spiritual and bodily ill which af-
flicts them. Amen. 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

In today’s Gospel, we learn that the disciples of 

Jesus had been discussing among themselves who 

was the greatest.  Jesus is about to turn their idea 

as well as our society’s idea of “greatness” upside 

down.  He embraces a child and tries to help the 

Twelve understand that to be great is to be fo-

cused on something other than themselves.  Jesus 

teaches that true “greatness: lies in being a good 

steward of those who are not great:  welcoming 

one who is not viewed as great by our society’s 

standards, like the child, the innocent, the vulner-

able, the suffering, those who are outside our 

comfortable circle of family, friends, companions 

and colleagues, those who need a welcome.  Jesus 

redefines our notion of greatness.  How do we 

define greatness?  Is our notion of greatness con-

sistent with the teachings of Jesus Christ? 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH 
 

 AUGUST 28-29, 2021 

         Envelopes                                                                              $6,071.00 

         Loose                                                                                                  $209.00   

         E-Giving                                                                                 $1,187.00 

         TOTAL                                                                                   $7,467.00 

Special Collection 
         Outreach to Haiti                                                       $2,020.00 

 
SEPTEMBER 4-5, 2021 

 

Collection from our outside Masses and mail in are included 
with September 11 & 12 Collection 

 
 SEPTEMBER 11-12, 2021 

         Envelopes                                                                              $2,176.00 

         Loose                                                                                      $1,992.00   

         E-Giving                                                                            $4,379.00 

         TOTAL                                                                                   $8,547.00 

Special Collections 
     Building and Maintenance                                       $1,628.59 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 

   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 
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space for two 
plus two $11, 500

New Orleans
All Saints Mausoleum 2nd level

call - 504-813-2309
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