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Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

Those of you who are regular readers of the comic strip Peanuts know that Charlie Brown has a 
problem with kites. Charlie Brown manages to get the kite into the air then it gets caught in a tree. 
 

In a recent strip, Charlie Brown goes to buy yet another kite, but this time the proprietor refuses to 
sell him one. A dejected Charlie Brown tells Lucy, who is waiting outside, “They won’t sell me a 
kite…They say I’ll just get it caught in a tree. They say I’m giving kite flying a bad name.” 

 

Lucy is outraged. “That’s ridiculous! Give me your money. I’ll go buy it for you.” Lucy marches 
into the toy store. “Yes, sir. I want to buy a red kite… Of course, it’s for myself. What do you 
think I was going to do, give it to my friend, Charlie Brown?! Lucy immediately realizes what she 
has said --- but it’s too late. In the final panel, Lucy returns to the waiting Charlie Brown. “Here,” 
she says sympathetically, “I bought you a marble.” Even poor Charlie Brown has to face what he 
has done to the name of “kite flying.”  
 

The Gospel for the twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time forces us to face what we have made of 
the name of “Christ,” the name we possess by virtue of our baptism: how have we made the name 
of Christ a cudgel against those who disagree with us? Is the name of Christ a big warm and fluffy 
blanket we wrap ourselves in to protect us from those people and things that we consider unpleas-
ant or make us uncomfortable?  Have we taken the name of Christ and locked it up in a little glass 
box opened only on Sunday mornings? Or is the name of Christ woven into the very fabric of our 
lives, inspiring us to selfless generosity, perseverance in pursuing justice and mercy, and courage 
to welcome Christ in people we would prefer having nothing to do with?  
 

We can fall into the same trap as the disciples who tended to separate the world into two divi-
sions. Here is a classic “us” and “them” scenario. The disciples were concerned with the bounda-
ries of their community. Who is to be included and who is to be excluded? We do this when:  we 
tag people as “conservative” or “liberal”; we turn “democrats” and “republicans” into irreconcila-
ble enemies; when we are such fans of one sports team that we only reluctantly acknowledge 
good play by their opponents; when we promote hostility between Catholics and other Christians, 
or between Christians and non-Christians. We think of those who are not like us as being some-
how less human than we are and therefore give Christ a bad name. It’s that old tension between 
the church as “club for saints” or a “hospital for sinners.” How open are we to accepting and wel-
coming those who are different from us? 

 

In the Book of Numbers Moses points out that we are not to be jealous of each other’s gifts. If we 
help each other use the gifts of God wisely, then every gift that God gives becomes a blessing for 
all of us. Not just for the one who receives it. The more any of us receives God’s blessings, the 
better off we all are.  
 

Today the scriptures call us to beware of the one-book mentality. Philosopher Francis Bacon once 
remarked, “Beware of the man of one book!”  The following anonymous piece offers a profile of 
a person of one book:  
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 TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

Confirmation 
 

Wednesday, September 29th 
 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Celebrant:  Most Rev. Gregory M. Aymond 
 

Please pray for our young men and women 

Lord, Teach Me To Pray  
 

Are you interested in a deeper relation-
ship with God; do you want to improve 
your prayer life? Lord Teach Me To 
Pray is a three-part prayer series based 
on Ignatian Spirituality.  

 

Those new to the LTMTP series begin with Part 1 
“Praying Christian Virtues” meeting in a small group 
once a week for 12 weeks with two trained facilita-
tors. Parts 2 and 3 are offered in succession after the 
completion of Part 1. 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
will offer Groups for Women 

Parish Center - 611 State Street 
 

Part I:  Beginning Tuesday, September 28 at 9:30am 

 

Part II - Thursday, September 30 at 9:30am 

 

For information or to register, contact Missy Duncan 
(504) 430-7268 or email Missy at mdun-
can25@cox.net 

Blessing of the PetsBlessing of the PetsBlessing of the PetsBlessing of the Pets    

Saturday - October 2nd 
9:00 am 

Rectory Lawn 

Refreshments will be served 

Join us next weekend to celebrate the Join us next weekend to celebrate the Join us next weekend to celebrate the Join us next weekend to celebrate the     
 

Titular Solemnity of Titular Solemnity of Titular Solemnity of Titular Solemnity of     
    

St. Francis of AssisiSt. Francis of AssisiSt. Francis of AssisiSt. Francis of Assisi    
 

Saturday, October 2, 2021Saturday, October 2, 2021Saturday, October 2, 2021Saturday, October 2, 2021    

4:00pm Vigil4:00pm Vigil4:00pm Vigil4:00pm Vigil    
    

Sunday, October 3, 2021Sunday, October 3, 2021Sunday, October 3, 2021Sunday, October 3, 2021    

9:30am and 11:30am9:30am and 11:30am9:30am and 11:30am9:30am and 11:30am    
    

After all the masses next weekend we invite 

you to listen to and enjoy  
 

“Music from the Porch”Music from the Porch”Music from the Porch”Music from the Porch”    
    

and grab a bite to eat with your family.  

Bring your chair. 

• When the other person acts that way, he’s obnoxious; when you do, it’s nerves. 
• When she is set in her ways, she is obstinate; when you are, it’s just being firm. 
• When he doesn’t like your friends, he’s prejudiced; when you don’t like his, you are simply 

showing the good judgment of human nature.  
• When she tries to be accommodating, she’s currying favor; when you do, you’re using tact. 
• When he takes time to do things, he’s plodding and slow; when you take forever, you’re being 

deliberate and careful.   

• When she finds fault, she’s cranky; when you do, you’re discriminating.”  
 

The scriptures invite us to shatter this profile and to shake ourselves free of our “one-book mental-
ity” by becoming more aware and appreciative of the Spirit of God at work in others, even those 
we least expect.  
 

As we gather to celebrate the Eucharist this weekend, let us ask ourselves: “Are we worthy of the 
name of ‘Christ’ --- or should we, like Charlie Brown, stick to marbles…? 
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SATURDAY, September 25 - Nancy Clair McCann, Henry 

Schorr, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Michael Rapier, Julia Pan-

sano, Earl Pansano, Lillian Sparo April, Gregory Juan, 

Thomas Patrick Henican, Joe & Beverly Castle 

SUNDAY, September 26 - 9:30am - Betsie Melancon, Ann 

Dupuy, Gerrie Bremermann, Joe Castle 

11:30am  - Parishioners 

MONDAY, September 27– All Souls Book of Remem-

brance 

TUESDAY, September 28 - Ms. Pubenza Echeverry 

WEDNESDAY, September 29 - Earl Pansano 

THURSDAY, September30 - Joe Castle 

FRIDAY, October 1 - Joe Anne Neelis Roberts 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 
Marion Morris 

Mass Intentions 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

September 26th - October 2nd  
 

Sunday Nm 11:25-29; Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14; 

 Jas 5:1-6; Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

Monday Zec 8:1-8; Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and 22-23;  

 Lk 9:46-50 

Tuesday Zec 8:20-23; Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 9:51-56 

Wednesday Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a;  

 Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5; Jn 1:47-51 

Thursday Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; 

 Lk 10:1-12 

Friday Bar 1:15-22; Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9; Lk 10:13-16 

Saturday Bar 4:5-12, 27-29; Ps 69:33-35, 36-37; 

 Mt 18:1-5, 10 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette 
Clark, Cathy Dermady, David Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, 
Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Cyn-
thia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, 
Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert 
Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig 
Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, Lynn Mid-
dleton, Emma Miller, Jeff Mitchener, Joy Morton, Johnny 
Parker, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, 
Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Rick-
er, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, 
Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet 
Suarez, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, 
Residents of Hainkel, Covenant & Poydras Homes & Lam-
beth House. 
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish family, 
friends, and relatives of every spiritual and bodily ill which af-
flicts them. Amen. 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

St. James warns us about accepting the standards 

of the world and assuming that what is normative 

in society needs no countercultural challenge.  

The temptation to hoard riches and make sharp 

bargains at the expense of the powerless is perva-

sive because these things are generally done and 

look respectable enough.  St. James points to 

God’s judgment on these attitudes and actions of 

amassing wealth and comfort at the expense of 

others.  How might we be better stewards of the 

material blessings we have been given?  How 

might we use our wealth with compassion toward 

others? 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH 
 

 SEPTEMBER 18-19, 2021 

         Envelopes                                                                              $2,386.00 

         Loose                                                                                      $3,742.50   

         E-Giving                                                                                $1,779.00 

         TOTAL                                                                                   $7,907.50 

Special Collections 
     Catholic Communication Campaign                       $632.28 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 

   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

Hotel Hope is an emergency shel-
ter in New Orleans for mothers 
with children who are homeless.  
Presently, Hotel Hope is looking 
for volunteers ages 21 yrs. + to be 
present for various shifts as a con-
cierge at the front desk of the 

shelter.  This includes such tasks as showing 
hospitality, answering the phone, taking dona-
tions at the front door, and providing for the 
guest’s personal requests.  If you are interested 
or have any questions, please contact Sr. Julie 
or Ms. Catherine at (504) 821-7773. 
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 TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion  

needed to serve at St. Francis of Assisi: 
 

Basic workshops for Fall 2021 for new Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy Communion presented by the 

Office of Worship.  A8endance at the workshop for 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion is re-

quired before a person can be delegated by the Arch-

bishop to serve in this ministry.  If you are a prac<c-

ing Catholic and are interested in a8ending a work-

shop, please contact Teresa at the Parish Office at 

504-891-4479.  All par<cipants must be pre-approved 

by their pastors. 

Workshops: 
 

Saturday, October 2, 2021 (WS3) 9:00am-1:00pm 

St. Clement of Rome,  

3990 W. Esplanade Ave., Metairie 
 

Saturday, November 13, 2021 (WS5) 9:00am-1:00pm 

Loca<on - To be determined 
 

Saturday, December 4, 2021 (WS6) 9:00am-1:00pm 

St. Ann Church,  

3601 Transcon<nental Dr., Metairie 

Mothers Prayers  
 

TUESDAYS at 9:30 am   Notice the new time!  
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish Center 
 

Moms in every stage of parenting are welcome! 
 

For information:   
Melisa Rey 504.227.3766 or  

familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 

ALL SOULS  
BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 

 

Enrollment in the annual All Souls Book of 
Remembrance begins this week and contin-

ues through Monday, October 18th. All names received 
will be inscribed in the  book which will be placed at the 
Baptismal Font during the month of November remem-
bering those who died in Christ in the waters of baptism 
will rise with him to new and eternal life. After November 
we will move the book to the front of the shrine of our 
Blessed Mother.  One Mass will be offered each week for a 
period of one year, beginning with the feast of All Souls 
on November 2nd. Extra envelopes and white remem-
brance sheets are located on the tables at the doors of the 
Church.  Do not list names on the envelope itself. Please 
print names clearly on the white remembrance sheets pro-
vided. Completed requests and donations may be placed in 
the collection basket at Mass or returned to the Parish 
Center Office. 

We are in need of  MENTOR COUPLES  
for engaged couples 

There’s a one day discernment/training presented 
by the authors of In Home Marriage Prep,  

Jan & Lloyd Tate, Saturday, October 16, 2021 
9am-3:30 pm Materials included.   

Our Lady of the Lake, Mandeville.   
If you’d like to consider this valuable ministry, email 

Melisa -familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 

HIGH SCHOOL RELIGION CLASSES 
 

High School Religion Classes for 9th-10th grade 
religion classes begin Sunday, October 10, 2021.  
Classes are open to students in 9th grade or 
higher who do not attend Catholic school and 
wish to be confirmed. If you have not yet regis-
tered your child, please register as soon as pos-
sible at: 
 

 https://stfrancisuptown.com/registration-form.  
 

For information, contact Shelly Chiappetta at 
(504) 891-4479 or schiappetta@stfrancisuptown. 

Tuesday, October 19, 2021   6:30-8:30 PM 
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space for two 
plus two $11, 500

New Orleans
All Saints Mausoleum 2nd level

call - 504-813-2309

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2021 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=54570221
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=54570120
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=54570319
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=54570318
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=54570119
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=54570418
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=54570118
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=54570419
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=54570220

