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Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

Did it all start in the caves of our earliest ancestors and their sign language? Or was it in the Wild West 
where cowboys ‘branded’ their cattle? Or did Josiah Wedgewood invent the modern concept of branding 
when he marked his tableware to command a premium in the 17th century? Many points of view define 
the origins of “branding”. But in the widest sense branding is as old as we people are. Branding serves 
our human need for connection as well as distinction. From the very early days a branded good has be-
stowed a certain aura of sophistication or status on its user.  
 

This weekend we are celebrating our Titular Solemnity as a parish in advance of the October 4, 2021 me-
morial of St. Francis of Assisi. We celebrate the memory of a man who was “branded” with the marks of 
the passion and death of Jesus Christ. St. Francis of Assisi was the first recorded stigmatic in Christian 
history.  
 

Stigmata is a term used by our Catholic faith to describe bodily marks, sores, or sensations of pain in lo-
cations corresponding to the crucifixion wounds of Jesus Christ, such as the hands, wrists, and feet. The 
term originates from the line we heard in the New Testament reading at the end of Saint Paul's Letter to 
the Galatians where he says, "I bear the brand marks of Jesus in my body” (6:17). 
 

In 1224, two years before his death, Francis embarked on a journey to Mt. La Verna for a forty day fast. 
One morning near the feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, a six-winged angel allegedly appeared to Fran-
cis while he prayed. As the angel approached, Francis could see that the angel was crucified. He was 
humbled by the sight. And his heart was filled with elation joined by pain and suffering. When the angel 
departed, Francis was purportedly left with wounds in his hands, feet, and side as if caused by the same 
lance that pierced Christ’s side. The image of nail marks immediately appeared in his hands and feet, and 
the wound in his side often seeped blood. 
 

In Luke’s gospel chapter 9:51 and following tells of the beginning of what is known as “the journey nar-
rative.” Jesus “sets his face” (resolutely determined”) toward Jerusalem where he will receive the marks 
of his passion. As Yogi Berra once quipped, “When you reach a fork in the road, take it.” At this fork in 
the road Jesus is met by three men who wish to follow him. We don’t know their reasons, but they are 
certainly impressed with Jesus. If they had witnessed one of Jesus’ healings, it’s understandable they 
wanted to be part of Jesus’ group of disciples. But Jesus’ response, “Well, then, leave your home, family, 
and belongings and follow me.” Ah, they had not thought about that. And their faces drooped as they ex-
plained why they just couldn’t drop everything right then and there, leaving house and home.  
 

Luke reminds us that following Jesus, no matter what station in life we have, means facing a major fork 
in the road on our part. No, it doesn’t necessarily mean persecution or martyrdom—though for many in 
the world it means exactly that. What it does mean is that we honestly look at ourselves as Francis did 
and reflect on the depth of our commitment to the Lord. As with Jesus’ own apostles, we will encounter 
ups and downs in the road, moments of great faith and times of doubts—fears and questions such as, “Is 
this too much for me?” But doubts and question are not sins. They are part of life on our journey with the 
Lord. In fact, very few married couples have never said to themselves, “I didn’t think it would be like 
this!” Part of our life with the Lord and our faith is a recommitment from time to time. 
 

When battered by life’s storms, or immersed in a dense fog of suffering and uncertainty, we may feel 
alone and unequipped to handle the circumstances. Jesus also speaks these words not as one who merely 
observes our pain but as one who experienced immense suffering.  And the very wounds that bear witness 
to his suffering indicate the essence of our identity and worth: We are loved by God. 
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 TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

Join us this weekend to celebrate the Join us this weekend to celebrate the Join us this weekend to celebrate the Join us this weekend to celebrate the     
 

Titular Solemnity of Titular Solemnity of Titular Solemnity of Titular Solemnity of     
    

St. Francis of AssisiSt. Francis of AssisiSt. Francis of AssisiSt. Francis of Assisi    
 

Saturday, October 2, 2021Saturday, October 2, 2021Saturday, October 2, 2021Saturday, October 2, 2021    

4:00pm Vigil4:00pm Vigil4:00pm Vigil4:00pm Vigil    
    

Sunday, October 3, 2021Sunday, October 3, 2021Sunday, October 3, 2021Sunday, October 3, 2021    

9:30am and 11:30am9:30am and 11:30am9:30am and 11:30am9:30am and 11:30am    
    

After all the masses this weekend we 

invite you to listen to and enjoy  
 

“Music from the Porch”Music from the Porch”Music from the Porch”Music from the Porch”    

JazzJazzJazzJazz withwithwithwith    

John Parker & FriendsJohn Parker & FriendsJohn Parker & FriendsJohn Parker & Friends    
 

Grab a bite to eat with your  

family.  Bring your chair. 

HIGH SCHOOL RELIGION CLASSES 
 

High School Religion Classes for 9th-10th 
grade religion classes begin Sunday, Octo-
ber 10, 2021.  Classes are open to students in 
9th grade or higher who do not attend Cath-
olic school and wish to be confirmed. If you 
have not yet registered your child, please 
register as soon as possible at: 
 

https://stfrancisuptown.com/registration-
form.  
 

For information, contact Shelly Chiappetta  
891-4479 or schiappetta@stfrancisuptown. 

St. Francis of Assisi besides being the patron saint of Italy, he is patron of ecologists. In the Canticle of 
the Creatures, St. Francis of Assisi praises God for the delightful family he has enjoyed in the creatures 
he calls Sir Brother Sun, Sister Moon, Brother Wind, Sister Water, and Brother Fire. His prayer for Sister 
Earth includes praise for the one who “sustains and governs us, and who produces varied fruits with col-
ored flowers and herbs.”  
 

Across the modern world today we have witnessed an increased interest in the art of tattoo. Sometimes 
tattoos are symbols of ownership. Through our baptism and confirmation, we bare the brand marks of Je-
sus Christ. How do those marks manifest themselves in your life these days? Reflecting on the healed yet 
visible wounds of the Risen Christ, we see that even our most difficult trials can be placed where God 
manifests his victory. He makes all things beautiful.  He makes all things new. He is always with us.   
 

Jesus promised his presence when he gave his disciples the same mission: Go and mark the world with 
my presence. He gave the same mission to St. Francis when he told him to “Rebuild my church”. He 
gives the same mission to each of us: Go by your hands and feet and follow him wherever he wants us to 
go. 
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SATURDAY, October 2 - Lucille Mire McCann, Henry 

Schorr, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Michael Rapier, Julia Pan-

sano, Earl Pansano, Genevieve Young, Peggy Young Con-

don, Gregory Juan, Thomas Patrick Henican, Joe & Beverly 

Castle, H.L. Hawthorne, Bernard Scully 

SUNDAY, October 3 - 9:30am - Parishioners 

11:30am  - Betsie Melancon, Virginia deLauréal, Merique 

W. Ellinghausen, Lionel T. & Catherine P. Hammock, Igna-

dio Restrepo 

MONDAY, October 4 – Joe Castle 

TUESDAY, October 5 - Phil & Esther Miller 

WEDNESDAY, October 6 - All Souls Book of Remem-

brance 

THURSDAY, October 7 - Michael Morris 

FRIDAY, October 8 - Joe Anne Neelis Roberts 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Unborn Child 

Mass Intentions 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

October 3rd - October 9th  
 

Sunday Gn 2:18-24; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6; Heb 2:9-11; 

 Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12 

Monday Jon 1:1—2:2, 11; Jon 2:3, 4, 5, 8; Lk 10:25-37 

Tuesday Jon 3:1-10; Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4ab, 7-8;  

 Lk 10:38-42 

Wednesday Jon 4:1-11; Ps 86:3-4, 5-6, 9-10; Lk 11:1-4 

Thursday Mal 3:13-20b; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Lk 11:5-13 

Friday Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2; Ps 9:2-3, 6 and 16, 8-9; 

 Lk 11:15-26 

Saturday Jl 4:12-21; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Lk 11:27-28 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette 
Clark, Cathy Dermady, David Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, 
Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Cyn-
thia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, 
Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert 
Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig 
Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, Lynn Mid-
dleton, Emma Miller, Jeff Mitchener, Joy Morton, Johnny 
Parker, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, 
Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Rick-
er, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, 
Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet 
Suarez, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, 
Residents of Hainkel, Covenant & Poydras Homes & Lam-
beth House. 
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish family, 
friends, and relatives of every spiritual and bodily ill which af-
flicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH 
 

 SEPTEMBER 25-26, 2021 

 

         Envelopes                                                                              $1,644.00 

         Loose                                                                                        $1,697.00   

         E-Giving                                                                                $1,067.00 

         TOTAL                                                                                   $4,408.00 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 

   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

ALL SOULS  
BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 

 

Enrollment in the annual All Souls 
Book of Remembrance begins this 
week and continues through Monday, 

October 18th. All names received will be inscribed in 
the  book which will be placed at the Baptismal Font 
during the month of November remembering those 
who died in Christ in the waters of baptism will rise 
with him to new and eternal life. After November we 
will move the book to the front of the shrine of our 
Blessed Mother.  One Mass will be offered each week 
for a period of one year, beginning with the feast of All 
Souls on November 2nd. Extra envelopes and white re-
membrance sheets are located on the tables at the doors 
of the Church.  Do not list names on the envelope it-
self. Please print names clearly on the white remem-
brance sheets provided. Completed requests and dona-
tions may be placed in the collection basket at Mass or 
returned to the Parish Center Office. 

All Saints & All Souls Day  
Altar Flowers 

 

If you would like to contribute to the 
flowers that adorn the altar for All 
Saints Day in memory of a loved one, 
please use the “All Saints Day Flower 

Offering” envelopes that was mailed with your 
Church contribution envelopes. These may be 
placed in the Offertory basket. Extra envelopes are 
available on the tables at the doors of the Church. A 
list of the memorials and names of donors will be 
placed in the bulletin the weekend of October 31st. 
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 TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

It’s not too late for  

Lord, Teach Me To Pray  
 

Are you interested in a deeper relationship with 
God; do you want to improve your prayer life? Lord 
Teach Me To Pray is a three-part prayer series 
based on Ignatian Spirituality.  
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  will offer Groups for Women 

Parish Center - 611 State Street 
 

Part I:  Tuesdayat 9:30am 

 

Part II - Thursday 9:30am 

 

For information or to register, contact Missy Duncan (504) 430-

7268 or email Missy at mduncan25@cox.net 

We are in need of  MENTOR COUPLES  
for engaged couples 

There’s a one day discernment/training presented 
by the authors of In Home Marriage Prep, Jan & Lloyd Tate 

 Saturday, October 16, 2021, 9am-3:30 pm Materials included.   
Our Lady of the Lake, Mandeville.   

If you’d like to consider this valuable ministry,  
email Melisa -familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 

Pray the Rosary 

By tradition, the Catholic Church 
dedicates each month of the year 
to certain devotion. The month of 
October is dedicated to the Holy 
Rosary, one of the best known of 
all Catholic devotions. October 
includes the Feast of Our Lady of 
the Rosary (October 7).  
The best way to celebrate the 
month is, of course, to pray the 
Rosary. 
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space for two 
plus two $11, 500

New Orleans
All Saints Mausoleum 2nd level

call - 504-813-2309
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