


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 

NEW ORLEANS, LA 
November 14, 2021 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

Don't stop, thinking about tomorrow, 
Don't stop, it'll soon be here, 
It'll be, better than before, 
Yesterday's gone, yesterday's gone. 
 
Why not think about times to come, 
And not about the things that you've done, 

Globe! National Examiner! National Inquirer! Sun! Names of four tabloids that are available on your local news-
stand. A few years ago, I purchased one of those tabloids. The headlines of the Sun particularly caught my atten-
tion. Now the tabloids are not my usual reading material. 
 

The headline read The Old Testament Secret to Win the Lottery and Experts Crack Bible Code! The article 
claimed that Jesus is already here. "Possibly the most dramatic and far-reaching revelation from the new Bible 
Code program is that the Second Coming of Christ promised in scripture has taken place and Jesus is alive and 
well right now, somewhere on Earth… This new peace-making Messiah is currently 12 years old and will reveal 
his presence in no less than five years." We have passed that deadline.  
 

Doomsday predictors have still not been silenced. We human beings have an inclination for end-of-the-world 
prophecies, even when these are disproved time and time and time again.  
 

Today's scriptures almost sound like headlines from the tabloids. Daniel talks about the great prince Michael aris-
ing in a time "unsurpassed in distress." Jesus talks about the sun and the moon being darkened and stars falling out 
of the sky. Both these passages use a type of writing called apocalyptic writing.  
 

The Book of Revelation is full of this writing, which is why it's sometimes called "The Apocalypse."  Apocalyptic 
writing uses colorful imagery to talk about the ultimate struggle between good and evil. It was a way of affirming 
the ultimate power of God. Apocalyptic writing may sound scary, but it's actually meant to encourage those who 
embrace good rather than evil. Have courage for the now and look to tomorrow.  
 

It's not likely that we will live long enough to see the actual end of time. Maybe it's a few million years in the fu-
ture. Maybe it's tomorrow morning at 8:45 -- in that case, look on the bright side and think of all the things you 
won't have to do.  
 

A key point to take from these readings is contained in two verses that we didn't hear -- the one right before our 
gospel passage and the one right after it. In the verse right before, Jesus says, "But be alert; I have already told you 
everything." In the verse immediately following our gospel passage, Jesus says again, "Beware, keep alert; for you 
do not know when the time will come." 

 

Time and opportunity are not unlimited. Let me offer you the lyrics from the song made famous by Fleetwood 
Mac, "Don't Stop".  

If your life was bad to you, 
Just think what tomorrow will do. 
 
Don't stop, thinking about tomorrow, 
Don't stop, it'll soon be here, 
It'll be, better than before, 
Yesterday's gone, yesterday's gone. 

Not a bad idea, to keep thinking about tomorrow while living today. That's what the followers of Jesus are about: 
looking back only to see where we've been, learning from it and appreciating the experiences and people who 
have brought us to where we are. 
 

We don't live by trying to recreate the past or long for how things used to be, however good they my have been, 
though many seem captive to the ideal past or the good old days. The goal is always forward. We always look to-
ward what is to be, and how we can help create an ever new and better future. Christ does not lead us into the past, 
but is with us in the present, and leads us ever forward in the kingdom of God.  
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 THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

Remember the old question: "What would you do if you  knew for certainty that today, this day, was your last on 
earth? Some say, "Make love, perhaps conceive a child, gather people around, perhaps for a party, at least to say 
goodbye. And the obvious answer for many is that they would pray. One of the most striking answers is attributed 
to St. Ignatius of Loyola (but also to others):   "I would continue whatever I was doing." That answer implies that 
what he was doing at any time contributes to the service of others and the glory of God. It is still a good answer.  
 

Prayerfully reflect on the daily news about how the average American spends their leisure time. How can you bet-
ter use your time these days? What are some concrete changes you can make in your schedule in the weeks ahead 
that will give you more time to be present to yourself and to those in your corner of the world?  
 

These tabloid Scriptures remind us of the fragile span of our lives. We are called to be prepared! We are stirred to 
live each grace-filled moment in holy readiness, and to embrace the present moment as a gift from God. Don't 
Stop thinkin’ about tomorrow while livin' for today. 

JOIN US NEXT SUNDAY AS WE WELCOME DR. JENNIFER PASCUAL 
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 

NEW ORLEANS, LA 
November 14, 2021 

SATURDAY, November 13 - Lucille Mire McCann, Henry 
Schorr, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Michael Rapier, Julia Pan-
sano, Earl Pansano, Gregory Juan,  Carmencita Camaya,  Joe 
& Beverly Castle, Shirley Parks, Jack Hartley 

SUNDAY, November 14 - 9:30am - Betsie Melancon, Clay 
Milling, George J. Mire, Jr., Sr. Peggy Hill, OSU, Bernard 
Scully, Shirley Joubert, Claire Fonti Pelleteri, Merique El-
linghausen 

11:30am  - Parishioners 

MONDAY, November 15 – All Souls Book of Remem-
brance 

TUESDAY, November 16 - Merique Ellinghausen 

WEDNESDAY, November 17 - Ruben & Rose Marcelo 

THURSDAY, November 18– Ryan Chirstopher Diaz 

FRIDAY, November 19 - Ed Gould 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Betsie Melancon 

Mass Intentions 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

November 14th - November 20th  
 

Sunday Dn 12:1-3; Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11; Heb 10:11-14, 

  18; Mk 13:24-32 

Monday 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63; Ps 119:53, 61, 

  134, 150, 155, 158; Lk 18:35-43 

Tuesday 2 Mc 6:18-31; Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 19:1-10 

Wednesday 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31; Ps 17:1bcd, 5-6, 8b and 15; 

  Lk 19:11-28 

Thursday 1 Mc 2:15-29; Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15; Lk 19:41-44 

  Acts 28:11-16, 30-31; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6; 

  Mt 14:22-33 

Friday 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59; 1 Chr 29:10bcd, 11abc, 

  11d-12a, 12bcd; Lk 19:45-48 

Saturday 1 Mc 6:1-13; Ps 9:2-3, 4 and 6, 16 and 19; 

  Lk 20:27-40 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette 
Clark, Cathy Dermady, David Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, 
Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Cyn-
thia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, 
Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert 
Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig 
Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, Lynn Mid-
dleton, Emma Miller, Jeff Mitchener, Joy Morton, Johnny 
Parker, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, 
Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Rick-
er, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, 
Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet 
Suarez, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, 
Residents of Hainkel, Covenant & Poydras Homes & Lam-
beth House. 
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish family, 
friends, and relatives of every spiritual and bodily ill which af-
flicts them. Amen. 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

How would you spend your day if you knew it 

was the last day you would spend on earth?  Un-

doubtedly, it would not be a normal day.  The 

point in today’s Gospel reading is that the end-

time is always imminent.  The good steward re-

mains prayerfully alert, ready to give an account-

ing; and living each day in the awareness of the 

coming judgment. 
 

How do we exercise stewardship over daily lives?  

Are we prepared to give an accounting?  How 

will we allow Christ to work in and through us to 

prepare for the reconciliation of the heavens and 

the earth? 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH 
 

 NOVEMBER 6-7, 2021 

         Envelopes                                                          $1,565.00 
         Loose                                                                   $2,607.71   
         E-Giving                                                             $1,135.00 
         TOTAL                                                               $5,307.71 

 

Special Collections 
       Building and Maintenance                                    $2,669.00 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

High School Confirmation 

 

Students who attend Catholic high school re-
ceive the sacrament of  Confirmation through 
their home parish. Catholic school students in 
the 10th grade who wish to be confirmed in 
October 2022 are asked to please register for 
the sacrament as soon as possible. Registra-
tion forms are available on the  parish website 
and by contacting the parish office. Immediate 
preparation classes begin January 9, 2021. For 
information contact Shelly Chiappetta, 
schiappetta@stfrancisuptown.com, (504) 227-

3765.  
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 THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

From St. Francois Xavier, Giles Haiti   
THANK YOU!    

 

Repairs have begun on houses following the earth-
quake.  
 

The parishioners are happy to thank you for your sup-
port and brotherly love: They are very happy.  They 
will always pray for you.  Because of  this project, we 
have two couples who will united in the sacrament of 
marriage because their homes are being repaired.  We 
say thank you to God for this blessing and Thank you 
St Francis!  
                           —-Fr. Gary Ocgenor       

Practice Thanksgiving 

 Tuesday,  
November 

16th at noon  
in Parish Center 

 
Sponsored by:  

 

fàA YÜtÇv|á Éy Táá|á|   

O.W.L.S.       
;bÄwxÜAj|áxÜA_|äxÄ|xÜAft|Çàá< 

 

Lunch will be catered by 
Lagniappe Catering.  

 

Bring something for the 
Thanksgiving Food Drive! 
RSVP 504.227.3766 or 

familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 
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