
We are a welcoming Christian community in New 
Orleans that is centered in the Eucharist. We are 
committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the 

traditions of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
dignity of human life. We are a family that strives to 
learn and share our faith by living the Beatitudes and 
by reconciling ourselves with God and one another. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

 Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
 Holy Days To Be Announced 
 Monday 8:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

 Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. 
 Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment 
 

In honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Tuesday 
following the 6:00 p.m. Mass. 

 
ADORATION 

Friday 9:00-10:00 am - In the Church 
 

INFANT BAPTISMS 
 Celebrated on the 4th Sunday of each month after the 

11:30 a.m. Mass excluding the season of Lent. First time 
parents and godparents are expected to participate in a 
Baptism preparation seminar which may take place 
during pregnancy. Please contact the Parish Center for 
more information. 

 
 

 The policy of the Archdiocese requires a minimum six-
month preparation period for marriage, during which the 
couple meets with the priest or deacon and participates in 
the Archdiocesan marriage preparation program. 
Engaged couples should telephone the Parish Center no 
less than six months prior to the anticipated date of 
marriage for an appointment with the priest or deacon. 

 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 The parish priest is to be contacted before the family 

makes any arrangements with the funeral director. 
Family members are also asked to meet with the priest to 
prepare for the Funeral liturgy.

 
Uptown New Orleans 

631 State Street • New Orleans, LA 70118 
Office: 891-4479 • Fax: 891-4470 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
sfa@stfrancisuptown.com 
 facebook.com/sfauptown 

 



FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

 
We are approaching two years from the start of the Covid-19 Pandemic. Fortunately, according to the CDC 
the number of reported cases are declining. If you are like me, I have lived in fear of catching the virus. Well, 
the virus caught up with me, even though fully vaccinated with the additional booster, while enjoying a 
Christmas and New Year’s vacation in England. Because of your prayers and the Lord’s good graces, I sur-
vived and have fully recovered.  
 
CATCHING THINGS is part of our lives. It is the season when we catch colds, the flu and viruses. Fishers 
catch fish. Ball players catch balls. And with parades returning to New Orleans for Carnival, many are plan-
ning to catch beads and trinkets. And some of us catch people. Catching people is a different kind of catching 
than the other kinds. Catching people is about winning them over, opening their eyes to something they have-
n't seen before, bringing them to accepting something or someone new.  
 
The scriptures this weekend, especially the gospel, are about catching men and women for God's kingdom. In 
each reading we are brought into contact with persons who have become aware of a call from God, and as a 
result of this, they were immediately conscious of their unworthiness. 
 
When we each contemplate our own unique calling, don't we all feel like Isaiah, Paul and Peter at times? UN-
CLEAN was the name Isaiah gave to human inadequacy before the utter holiness of God. Paul too was aware 
of his unworthiness to be called an apostle expect by God's grace, favor, he says "I am what I am." Conscious 
of his sinfulness, Peter feels he doesn't belong in the company of Jesus---he feels like a fish out of water.  His 
immediate response, his frantic impulse is to leave, flight. How much like these men are we? Unworthy, 
floundering, not up to the tasks of the life to which we are called---parenthood, single life, married life, reli-
gious. 
 
Peter's experience of the presence of God in his life occurred while he was busy at the task of making a living. 
None of these men was consciously seeking God; yet, in the banal, but necessary routine of their lives, they 
came to a new knowledge of him and of themselves before him. Karl Rahner, theologian, wrote that "Our dai-
ly round of work is full of holy significance, a preparation for greatness. And it is in the midst of this daily 
round that what is holy happens." 
 
Somewhere, sometime in our life, Jesus has caught us. We may have struggled against the hook, not quite ac-
cepting Jesus or some of his difficult teachings. "Love your enemy! Quit being anxious! Carry your cross!" 
Or we have slipped the hook, abandoning Jesus through our sin or indifference. But we are here today and 
caught in different degrees by this great fisher of men and women. 
 
One of the real virtues of fishers is patience. Good fishers can sit hours and wait for a bite. It is a great image 
of the lived reality of the Christian life. When we fish, we throw a line into the deep and don't know what is 
going on down there. We wait on top for a sign of something good happening, a wiggle or two, the darting 
about of the float, a pull on the line. The same is true of the spiritual life. We are filled with hope and yet often 
we must wait, not knowing clearly what the Lord has in store for us. Sometimes we wait a long time, for years 
perhaps, wondering whether the Lord is there at all. Then something occurs that reveals his presence. Maybe 
Jesus has to be patient with us. His patient waiting for us is an example for us to be patient with ourselves as 
Jesus tries to land us a little bit more each day, and to be patient as we try to catch others for the Kingdom of 
God.   
 
As we gather around the table of the Lord, we are reminded of those times when Jesus sat by the shore with 
his disciples and ate with them. And we hear again the promise that with the call of God comes the saving, 
purifying, grace-filled ability to respond and live up to the holiness of the One who makes us who we are. Je-
sus says to Peter and the other disciples and also to us, "DO NOT BE AFRAID!" 



ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA February 6, 2022 

If you are homebound due to ill-
ness or surgery, short or long term, 
and would like to receive Holy 
Communion, please call the Parish 
Office (504) 891-4479. 

The Life Changing Event is Back! 
 
The  2022 Archdiocese of New Orleans Men’s 
Conference will be held on Saturday, March 12, 
2022 at St. Catherine of Si-
ena, Metairie. Tickets are 
$45. Light breakfast, lunch, 
and t-shirt are included.  
 

To register and learn 
more about the 2022 

Archdiocese of New Orle-
ans Men’s 

Conference, visit NolaCatholicMen.org. 

 
2022 Archdiocesan Golden Wedding Anniversary  

Celebration 
 

Sunday, June 26, 2022 at 3:00pm 
St. Philip Neri  
Metairie, LA  

 
Each couple will receive a certificate 
and picture with Archbishop Ay-
mond. The event is for couples mar-

ried 50 years or more (1972 and earlier). Please regis-
ter by contacting our parish office no later than Friday, 
March 11th.  
 
Please note:  This celebration will not be a Mass, but a 
prayer service. 

Blessing of the 
Throats 

In honor of the  

Feast of St. Blaise 
Saturday, February 5 & 

Sunday, February 6 
Blessing of throats will be 
given following all Masses 

 

Tuesday, February 8th is the Feast Day of  
St. Josephine Bakhita, the patron saint of Human Traf-
ficking.  Please join us in prayer for victims and for an 
end to this dreadful practiced that disregards the inher-

ent dignity of each and every person.   

St. Josephine Bakhita, you were sold into slavery as a 
child and endured untold hardship and suffering. Once 
liberated from your physical enslavement, you found 

true redemption in your encounter with Christ and his 
Church. O St. Bakhita, assist all those who are trapped 
in a state of slavery; Intercede with God on their behalf 
so that they will be released from their chains of captiv-

ity. Those whom man enslaves, let God set free. Pro-
vide comfort to survivors of slavery and let them look to 
you as an example of hope and faith. Help all survivors 
find healing from their wounds. We ask for your pray-

ers and intercessions for those enslaved among us. 
Amen  

 

St. Josephine Bakhita was born in Sudan in 1869 & en-
slaved as a child. Eventually she was sold to an Italian 
diplomat & taken to Italy, where she was later brought 
to freedom through the help of the Canossian Daugh-
ters of Charity. Through their guidance, she learned 
about God & served him faithfully until her death in 
1947. In October 2000, Josephine Bakhita was canon-
ized by Pope John Paul II, at which point he noted that 
“in St. Josephine Bakhita we find a shining advocate of 
genuine emancipation. The history of her life inspires 
not passive acceptance but the firm resolve to work ef-
fectively to free girls & women from oppression & vio-
lence, & to return them to their dignity in the full exer-
cise of their rights” (St. Bakhita’s Canonization Mass, 
October 1, 2000).  



FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

SATURDAY, February 5 - H.L. Hawthorne, Bernard 

Scully, Henry Schorr, Jack Hartley, Lucille Mire McCann, 

Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Rita T. Aucoin, Michael Rapier, 

Marion Schexnayder 

SUNDAY, February 6 - 9:30am - Parishioners 

11:30am  - Merique Ellinghausen, Betsie Melancon, Gail 

Lavis, Rita T. Aucoin, Gary Michael Stall, Sr., Special In-

tention for Bill O’Brien 

MONDAY, February 7 – All Souls Book of Remem-

brance 

TUESDAY, February 8 - Joyce M. Causey 

WEDNESDAY, February 9 - Myrna Cicero LeBlanc 

THURSDAY, February 10 – Pearl  Paul 

FRIDAY, February 11 - For the Intentions of Beckie Hen-

ricks           

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Betsie Melancon 

Mass offerings are $5 each and are 
available for weekday Masses and week-
end Masses - Saturday, 4 pm Vigil and 
Sunday 11:30am. 

For more information, please call the  
Parish Office (504) 891-4479. 

Mass Intentions 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

February 6th - February 12th  
 

Sunday Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/ Ps 138: 1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8/ 1 Cor 

15:1-11 or 1 Cor 15:3-8, 11/ Lk 5:1-11  
Monday 1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13/ Ps 132: 6-7, 8-10/  
 Mk 6:53-56 
Tuesday 1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30/ Ps84: 3, 4, 5 & 10, 11/ 

Mk 7:1-13 
Wednesday 1 Kgs 10: 1-10/ ps 37: 5-6, 30-31, 39-40/  
 Mk 7:14-23 
Thursday 1 Kgs 11:4 -13/ Ps 106: 3-4, 35-36, 37 & 40/ 

Mk 7:24-30  
Friday 1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19/ Ps 81:10-11ab, 12-13, 

14-15/ Mk 7:31-37 
Saturday 1 Kgs 12:26-32, 13:33-34/ Ps 106:6-7ab, 19-

20, 21-22/ Mk 8:1-10 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Jennifer Siegrest 
Bondio, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, 
Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, David Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, 
Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Cynthia 
Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, 
Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, Robert 
Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell 
Menasco, Veronica Merritt, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, Joy 
Morton, Jay Occhipinti, Johnny Parker, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige 
Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty 
Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, 
Emma Ryan, Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, 
Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, 
Residents of Hainkel, Covenant & Poydras Homes & Lambeth 
House. 
O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from 
death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish 
family, friends, and relatives of every spiritual and bodily ill 
which afflicts them. Amen. 

A Stewardship Moment 
In the first reading from the prophet Isaiah we get a 
glimpse of a model for Christian stewards to fol-
low. Within the temple, God’s voice shakes the 
foundations and causes the natural world to shake 
and tremble. The Lord asks: “Whom shall I send? 
Who will go for us?” Isaiah replies to the call of 
God for service with immediacy and enthusiasm: 
“Here I am, send me!” There are no excuses, con-
tingencies, or “what-ifs.” Good stewards know that 
responding to the Lord’s call to serve is never easy, 
never simple to grasp, never designed for ready 
comfort and success. But the call needs a response. 
What about us? What does it take to shake us into 
an enthusiastic response? To say to God: “Here I 
am,  Lord. Send me!” 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH 
 
 

January 29 - 30 , 2022 
         1st Collection:                                                  $5,038.75 

(includes envelopes, loose, and e-giving) 
 

        Special Collection: 
         Catholic Schools Collection:                       $2,432.70 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY  
AND SUPPORT 

Our Prayer Intentions list is for anyone who 
needs prayers especially due to illness. If you 
would like to add anyone to our list, or if you 
wish to remove anyone from the list, please con-
tact the parish office (504) 891-4479. 

Mass Intentions 
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NEW OPPORTUNITY—NFP INSTRUCTION 
 

In this class series the Office of Marriage and Fami-
ly Life is offering in the SymptoPro™ Method of 
Natural Family Planning will be conducted by Kelly 
Donahue of the Archdiocese of New Orleans. This 
series will be virtual by using Zoom. The dates of 
the class series are February 11, February 25, 
March 11 and April 8, 2022. The Zoom class hours 
are 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. The cost is $105.00 and 
includes all classes and materials. Preregistration is 
required.  
 

Register https://nolacatholicfla.regfox.com/sympto
-thermal-nfp- 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
 

Adoration of the   

Blessed Sacrament  

 

Friday Mornings  

9:00 - 10:00am 

In Church following 8:30am 

Mass 

A Virtual Lenten Retreat 
In Daily Life 

Would you like to experience 
Scared Scripture-not just study 
it? Do you have a deep desire 
to grow in your faith & prayer 
life? Are you seeking a deeper 
relationship with the Lord 

through prayer? Would you like to experience a di-
rected retreat without interrupting your life?  If your 
answer is “Yes” 
 

A LENTEN RETREAT IN DAILY LIFE  
MAY BE FOR YOU! 

 

Where: Virtual  When: Sun, March 6—Thurs, April 7 
Personal prayer with Scripture & weekly private 
guidance by experienced spiritual directors. 
Cost is $40.00 (Adjustments can be made). 
Register: http.//nolacatholic.org/asc  or 861-3254 

                To register:   

Outreach 
to Haiti 
Update: 

 
There are several cracks 
in the church.  The com-
mittee is discerning the 
best way to serve & as-
sist our brothers and sis-
ters at St. Francois  
Xavier at this time.   

 


