
We are a welcoming Christian community in New 
Orleans that is centered in the Eucharist. We are 
committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the 

traditions of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
dignity of human life. We are a family that strives to 
learn and share our faith by living the Beatitudes and 
by reconciling ourselves with God and one another. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

 Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
 Holy Days To Be Announced 
 Monday 8:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

 Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. 
 Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment 
 

In honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Tuesday 
following the 6:00 p.m. Mass. 

 
ADORATION 

Friday 9:00-10:00 am - In the Church 
 

INFANT BAPTISMS 
 Celebrated on the 4th Sunday of each month after the 

11:30 a.m. Mass excluding the season of Lent. First time 
parents and godparents are expected to participate in a 
Baptism preparation seminar which may take place 
during pregnancy. Please contact the Parish Center for 
more information. 

 
 

 The policy of the Archdiocese requires a minimum six-
month preparation period for marriage, during which the 
couple meets with the priest or deacon and participates in 
the Archdiocesan marriage preparation program. 
Engaged couples should telephone the Parish Center no 
less than six months prior to the anticipated date of 
marriage for an appointment with the priest or deacon. 

 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 The parish priest is to be contacted before the family 

makes any arrangements with the funeral director. 
Family members are also asked to meet with the priest to 
prepare for the Funeral liturgy.

 
Uptown New Orleans 

631 State Street • New Orleans, LA 70118 
Office: 891-4479 • Fax: 891-4470 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
sfa@stfrancisuptown.com 
 facebook.com/sfauptown 

 



FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

 
 
The beginning of Lent recalls the often-told Buddhist story: A young man once asked his master, "How do I 
know which is the better of two ways of acting? Especially when the ways seem so near to each other?" The 
wise man pointed to a nearby tree and replied, "Look at the branches at the point where they come from the 
tree. There is almost no space between the tree and the branch there. But then follow the branch to the farthest 
edge. See how far the branch has now grown from the tree." The story teaches us that small choices grow into 
enormous distances. We know that well: some habits that we chose grow into real problems for those who love 
us. 
 

Jesus, as one of us, had to face the issue of a divided heart. The way of faithfulness to God's call was no less 
clouded with uncertainties for Jesus than it is for us. Both this temptation story and the later account of his ago-
ny in the Garden of Gethsemane establish the fact that for Jesus, as for us, the knowing and doing of God's will 
precipitates violent struggles of the soul. 
 

Lent is the appointed season to discern our heart's true desire. On Sunday we celebrate the Rite of Sending one 
our catechumen and two adult candidates to St. Ann Church and Shrine in Metairie, to be called to the Easter 
sacraments by Archbishop Aymond. We too are called to reflect along with them on the meaning of our identi-
ty as baptized Catholics, Christians.  
 

During these times when the clarity of faith gives way to the confusion of doubts, we need recourse to the iden-
tity we have been given in holy baptism and in the confession of faith by which we claim that identity for our-
selves. In today's gospel Jesus moves from the divine affirmation in the event of his baptism to the assaults of 
the devil in the wilderness by which he was tempted to abandon or compromise his mission. But Jesus finds 
within his heart the strength to reject Satan, to reject Satan's empty promises and to refuse their glamour. Can 
we find such strength within our own heart?  
 

Lent is the time to wrestle with the devil in the desert NOW! We will conquer the divisions of our heart if we 
believe that Jesus is Lord over anything that tempts us---Lord over materialism and illusions of self-reliance. 
Lord over chemical dependency and codependency. Lord over low self-esteem and exaggerated pride. 
 

Lent brings us to a crossroads and asks us to re-examine the direction of our lives by works of prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving. This year the Pastoral Staff invites you to support the ministry of Project Lazarus with prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving.  
 

Project Lazarus was established in 1985 in response to the devastation that was being wreaked by HIV/
AIDS. The Archdiocese of New Orleans responded by offering property in the Marigny creating the first 
"Residence House." At that time, the agency primarily provided hospice care to persons with AIDS who 
were homeless. Project Lazarus has served over 1,200 persons.  
 

In the early years, Project Lazarus was a place where hundreds of people with AIDS breathed their last 
breath. As the treatments for the disease have evolved, so has the agency as it is now a place where peo-
ple with HIV/AIDS come to live. Project Lazarus provides transitional housing and, when needed, hos-
pice care. In addition to being the oldest, Project Lazarus is also the largest residential facility providing 
assisted living to people with HIV/AIDS in the Gulf Coast region. It is also the only such housing facility 
that provides medical care to its residents through the services of a nurse and certified Personal Care At-
tendants. During the course of a year, approximately 70 persons will be served by the agency and a wait-
ing list is usually maintained due to 100% occupancy. 
 

I have been a supporter of Project Lazarus from its conception. Now I serve as Archbishop Aymond’s clergy 
appointee on the Board. I invite you to include the needs of Project Lazarus in your Lenten prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving. You can read how to offer your support on page 5 of this bulletin. If you choose to make a mone-
tary gift, envelopes will be available in church. Thank you for your support and care for those, as Pope Francis 
says, “living on the margins” of life.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH
NEW ORLEANS, LA MARCH 6, 2022

Baptisms 

The Life Changing Event is Back!

The  2022 Archdiocese of New Orleans Men’s 
Conference will be held on Saturday, March 12, 
2022 at St. Catherine of Si-
ena, Metairie. Tickets are 
$45. Light breakfast, lunch, 
and t-shirt are included. 

To register and learn 
more about the 2022 
Archdiocese of New Orle-
ans Men’s Conference
visit NolaCatholicMen.org.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish

Adoration of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

Friday Mornings 

9:00 - 10:00am

In Church following 8:30am mass

ANNULMENT WRITING WORKSHOP 
ONE NIGHT SEMINAR 

This one night seminar will answer everything you al-
ways wanted to know about Annulments but were afraid 
to ask. This Ministry of the Archdiocese of New Orleans 
Office of Marriage and Family Life, will be hosting the 
one-night seminar on Annulments on Tuesday, April 5, 
2022, from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at St. Matthew the 

Apostle Church (10021 Jefferson Highway, River 
Ridge.) The Seminar will offer an overview of the pro-
cess, is FREE & open to those seeking more information 
on having their previous marriages annulled. Members of 
the Ministry will be available to answer personal case 
questions on a one-on-one basis at the end of the session.

St. Francis of Assisi Church

Welcomes

Harrison Michael Davis

Anderson Jude Murphy

Jane Karas Ockerlund

into the family of the Catholic Church

2022 Archdiocesan Golden 
Wedding Anniversary 

Celebration

Sunday, June 26, 2022 at 3:00pm
St. Philip Neri, Metairie, LA 

Each couple will receive a certifi-
cate   & picture with Archbishop Aymond. The event 
is for couples married 50 years or more (1972 and ear-
lier). Please register by contacting our parish office no 
later than Friday, March 11th. Please note:  This cele-
bration will not be a Mass, but a prayer service.

March Respect Life Focus: 
People with Disabilities

Know someone who is elderly or has some type of disa-
bility? Some view these people as disposable. Unborn 
babies with Down's Syndrome, an elderly person in 

pain & those with mental illness are sometimes discard-
ed without being able to speak up for themselves.

Let us pray that more people come to know God's truth 
& protect all life from conception until natural death.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

SATURDAY, March 5  -  H.L. Hawthorne, Bernard Scully, 

Henry Schorr, Lucille Mire McCann, Margaret “Butsy” 

Ross, Jack Hartley, Rita T. Aucoin, Michael Rapier, Sidney 

A. Mills III 
 

SUNDAY, March 6 - 9:30am - Parishioners 

11:30am  - Betsie Melancon, Lionel T. & Catherine P. 

Hammock, Gail Lavis, Rita T. Aucoin, Betty Zent, Guiller-

mina Rivera, Joseph DeSalvo, Sidney A. Mills III 
 

MONDAY, March 7 – Kelly Hoffmann Jackman 
 

TUESDAY, March 8 - Jack Kerrigan 
 

WEDNESDAY, March 9 - Myrna Cicero LeBlanc 
 

THURSDAY, March 10 – Kelly Hoffmann Jackman 
 

FRIDAY, March 11 - All Souls Book of Remembrance     

 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary 
Lamp burns this week in 

memory of  
 

Betsie Melancon 

Mass Intentions 

 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

March 6th - March 12th 

 Sunday Dt 26:4-10; Ps 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-
15; Rom 10:8-13; Lk 4:1-13 

 

Monday Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15; Mt 
25:31-46 

 

Tuesday Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-5,6-7,16-17,18-19; Mt 
6:7-15 

 

Wednesday Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; Lk 
11:29-32 

 

Thursday Est C: 12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138: 1-2ab, 
2cde-3, 7c-8; Mt 7:7-12 

 

Friday Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8; 
Mt 5:20-26 

Saturday Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119: 1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Mt 5:43
-48 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Jennifer Siegrest 
Bondio, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, 
Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, David Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, 
Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Cynthia 
Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Sandra 
Hill, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert 
Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, 
Darnell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitch-
ener, Joy Morton, Jay Occhipinti, Johnny Parker, Angelle Pecora-
ro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn,  Carol Ro-
driguez, Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Rig-
gle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert Schwab, 
Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, 
Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Hainkel, Cove-
nant & Poydras Homes & Lambeth House. 
O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from 
death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish 
family, friends, and relatives of every spiritual and bodily ill 
which afflicts them. Amen. 

 

Our Prayer Intentions list is for anyone who needs 
prayers especially due to illness. If you would like 
to add anyone to our list, or if you wish to remove 
anyone from the list, please contact the parish of-
fice (504) 891-4479. 

CHURCH SUPPORT 
 

Due to our holiday schedule, the Church 
Support totals for the weekend of February 
26-27 will be posted on the weekend of  
March 13th. 
 

Your generosity in the area of Church sup-
port as always is greatly appreciated. 

Stations of the Cross 
Fridays 6:30 pm 

 
Friday’s during Lent the stations of 
the cross will be celebrated at 
6:30pm in the Church. 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

The second reading from Saint Paul to the Ro-
mans is a favorite of those involved in the min-
istry of evangelization. There are no “secret” 
disciples of the Lord. Those who exercise good 
stewardship of their faith realize that publicly 
identifying themselves as followers of Christ 
has a cleansing effect on their lives. Openly 
confessing Christ makes them more conscious 
of how they live their daily lives. Are we con-
tent to privatize our faith or are we good stew-
ards of a faith that we share, make public, and 
regularly identify as a life in Christ? 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH
NEW ORLEANS, LA MARCH 6, 2022

Mothers Prayers 
TUESDAYS - 9:30am

St. Francis of Assisi Parish Center

Moms in every stage of parenting are welcome!

For information:  Melisa Rey 504.227.3766 or 
familylife@stfrancisuptown.com

All healthcare professionals are invited:  
Converging Roads 

Health Care Ethics Conference
The Art of Accompaniment
Saturday, March 26, 2022

8:30am—6:30pm | Notre Dame Seminary
For more information, visit 

convergingroads.com or email 
CR@forlifeandfamily.org

Human Trafficking: 

What you need to know NOW
With Yvette Fouchi *

For Parents and Teens & those who love them

 Prevalence of 
Human Trafficking

 Warning signs

 What to do if you suspect 
someone is a victim of 
trafficking  

Sunday, March 6th after both masses
Takes place in church

* Yvette Fouchi has a Masters in Pastoral Leadership & 
Lay Ecclesial Ministry. She has volunteered at & devel-
oped the Caritas program at a New Orleans area safe 
house for sex-trafficked girls 12-17 years old & gives on 
abortion, prison ministry, capital punishment, stem cell re-
search and human cloning. 

Lenten 

Almsgiving 

The mission of Project Lazarus is to help heal &
empower people living with HIV/AIDS by focusing 
on wellness, providing housing & offering important 

support services. 

The following new items are needed:

• Twin sized bed sheets (100% cotton)   
•Comforters/blankets • Pillows & pillow cases  

• Mattress pads  • Area rugs  • Bath towels

There will be boxes for collecting items at the 
back of church & side door by the playground.

Items can be purchased anywhere but there’s an 
amazon wish list if you’re looking to order online. 

www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/
KSFLQKRWEH42?ref_=wl_share

Cash contributions or check payable to St. Francis 
of Assisi can be made using the Special Offering 
Envelopes in the pews and in the back of church. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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