
We are a welcoming Christian community in New 
Orleans that is centered in the Eucharist. We are 
committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the 

traditions of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
dignity of human life. We are a family that strives to 
learn and share our faith by living the Beatitudes and 
by reconciling ourselves with God and one another. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
Holy Days To Be Announced 
Monday 8:30 a.m. 
Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. 

Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. 
Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment 

In honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Tuesday 
following the 6:00 p.m. Mass. 

ADORATION 
Friday 9:00-10:00 am - In the Church 

INFANT BAPTISMS 
Celebrated on the 4th Sunday of each month after the 
11:30 a.m. Mass excluding the season of Lent. First time 
parents and godparents are expected to participate in a 
Baptism preparation seminar which may take place 
during pregnancy. Please contact the Parish Center for 
more information. 

The policy of the Archdiocese requires a minimum six-
month preparation period for marriage, during which the 
couple meets with the priest or deacon and participates in 
the Archdiocesan marriage preparation program. 
Engaged couples should telephone the Parish Center no 
less than six months prior to the anticipated date of 
marriage for an appointment with the priest or deacon. 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
The parish priest is to be contacted before the family 
makes any arrangements with the funeral director. 
Family members are also asked to meet with the priest to 
prepare for the Funeral liturgy.

Uptown New Orleans 

631 State Street • New Orleans, LA 70118 
Office: 891-4479 • Fax: 891-4470 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
sfa@stfrancisuptown.com 
 facebook.com/sfauptown 



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael 

 
 

A soldier was just about to make his first parachute jump. His sergeant reminded him about these final instructions. “Count 
to 10 and pull the first rip cord. If it snarls, pull the second ripcord for the auxiliary chute. After you land, our truck will pick 
you up.”  

The paratrooper took a deep breath and jumped. He counted to 10, and pulled the first cord. Nothing happened. He pulled 
the second cord. Again, nothing happened. As he careened crazily earthward, he said to himself: “Now I’ll bet that truck 
won’t be there either!” 

Do you have a fear of falling? In a scientific study conducted in Japan, the researchers recruited volunteers who were 75 or 
older and divided them into two groups according to their history of falling. One group included those who had had at least 
two falls in the previous year. The other group was comprised of people who had not fallen in the previous year. The results 
revealed what caused the tripping and falling.  

This weekend in St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, he commented on this tripping trauma. Paul had spiritual spills, 
not physical flops, in mind. He said, “therefore, whoever thinks he is standing secure should take care not to fall.” In this 
passage, he drew upon the history of the Israelites in the desert to remind his readers of the dangers of not paying attention 
to their commitments to God and to the manner in which they lived. The wiles of a pagan society were sometimes too strong 
to resist. Paul pointed out that those ancient Israelites were offered spiritual sustenance but many ignored it, relying instead 
on the fact that God was taking care of them. Thus, they concluded that they didn’t need to be too scrupulous in how they 
behaved.  

Paul, however, observed that many of them did not survive to enter the Promised Land. Paul wanted his readers to avoid the 
same mistake. He didn’t want them to assume their bad behavior was okay simply because they had professed faith in 
Christ. “So, if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall,” he said. 

Paul uses standing and falling as a metaphor for moral and spiritual faithfulness and sinning. But he’s not talking about a 
deliberate departure from the ways of the Lord. Nobody wakes up and says, “I’ve decided to fall down today.” Falls are by 
definition unplanned and unexpected events. Nonetheless, the imagery of falling gives us a way to think about how to re-
main spiritually upright.  

Take for example the “toe clearance” in the swing part of our gait. When that toe clearance is diminished by only a small 
amount — sometimes by as little as the thickness of a piece of tape on the floor — can increase the risk of something bad 
happening, like a fall.  

Apply that finding to life in general. It is of course important to think about the big things, the big obstacles, the big dangers 
that we all face. It is equally if not more important to pay attention to the small things — or those that seem at least on the 
surface to be small. That the small things are really big, and the big things are not nearly as big as they appear.” 

That has special application for us Catholics. The big sins are so obvious that it is hard to accidentally commit them. That’s 
why the church teaches that a mortal sin is done deliberately with full consent of the will. We know we are doing wrong if 
we head down those paths. But the smaller ones — ah, they can trip us up. We know what kind of little things damage rela-
tionships: Being selfish, thoughtless, taking one another for granted, not listening, and doing similar small but hurtful things. 

So Paul is telling us to remain upright, to be careful not to fall. But what are the chances that we will make it through life 
without a spiritual stumble? They are probably not any better than making it through life without a physical fall?  

Enter Luke’s parable about the fig tree. It is given a reprieve, another opportunity to bear fruit. A burning bush is calling us 
to attention, offering us another chance to bear fruit. If you were the fig tree, what would the owner of the vineyard say 
about your fruit-bearing track record? How have we used or misused the opportunities given to us to bear fruit? The vine-
dresser proposed to manure the fig tree to stimulate growth. How do unpleasant falls (the tripping trauma of life) help us 
grow? Lent is ripe with symbols of God’s call to repentance and conversion.  

The sacrament of penance and reconciliation is one of those symbols. Every Lent all the parishes of the Archdiocese offer 
this sacrament on three successive Wednesdays. Beginning on March 23 and again on March 30 and April 6 a priest will be 
available in every church in the Archdiocese of New Orleans hearing confessions from 5:00 – 6:30 pm. As we identify what 
needs change we can be assured of God’s grace to face our sinfulness and that God’s heart is open and eager to forgive. 

God gives us time to ripen into giving Christians so that we, too, like the tree, may be productive. Someone has called this 
story “the gospel of a second chance.” Jesus gives us second chances time and time again for our lives to be productive, to 
give, to share our bounty, to fall and to rise again, one more chance at undeserved grace. We are all susceptible to spiritual 
tumbles of one sort or another, to little sins or even big sins. Look around and watch where you walk! 
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH
NEW ORLEANS, LA MARCH 20, 2022

Sacrament of Reconciliation

St. Francis of Assisi

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) will 
be offered throughout the Archdiocese on the next 
three Wednesdays - March 23rd, March 30th, and 
April 6th from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. in all the churches 
of the archdiocese. 

Rite of Election & Recognition 2022

Kasey McClinton became a member of the 
Elect for the Easter Sacraments. Katherine 
de Phillipis, pictured above, and Jayne Ed-
wards were recognized to be received into 
full communion of the Catholic Church.

Let us continue to pray for all the Elect and the 
candidates as they prepare to be initiated into the 

Catholic Church
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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

SATURDAY, MARCH 19  Lucille Mire McCann, Margaret 

“Butsy” Ross, Henry Schorr, Jack Hartley, Rita T. Aucoin, 

Michael Rapier, Kelly Hoffmann Jackman, In Honor of St. 

Joseph, In Thanksgiving 

SUNDAY, MARCH 20 9:30 am  For Parishioners 

11:30 am  Betsie Melancon, Gail Lavis, Rita T. Aucoin, Bet-

ty Zent, Richardo Marin, Maria Luisa Kindelan, Russell Cas-

tro Ellison 

MONDAY, MARCH 21  All Souls Book of Remembrance 

TUESDAY, MARCH 22  Henry Schorr 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23  Myrna Cicero LeBlanc 

THURSDAY, MARCH 24  Kelly Hoffmann Jackman 

FRIDAY, MARCH 25  For the Intentions of Bonnie Wimberly 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 

Our Church Sanctuary 
Lamp burns this week for 

Lucille Mire McCann 

Mass Intentions 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

March 20th - March 26th 

Sunday     Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15; Ps 103: 1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8,11; 1 Cor 
   10:1-6, 10-12; Lk 13:1-9 

Monday     2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; Lk 4:24-30 

Tuesday    Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 & 7bc, 8-9; Mt 18:21-
    35 

Wednesday  Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20; Mt 5:17-
       19 

Thursday  Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 11:14-23 

Friday     Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11; Heb 10:4-         
    10; Lk 1:26-38 

Saturday   Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab; Lk 18:9-14 

Prayer Intentions 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Jennifer Siegrest 
Bondio, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, 
Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, David Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, 
Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Cynthia 
Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Sandra 
Hill, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert 
Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, 
Darnell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitch-
ener, Joy Morton, Jay Occhipinti, Johnny Parker, Paige Peterson, 
Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn,  Carol Rodriguez, Nedine 
Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, 
Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Sa-
mantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, 
Nancy Williams, Residents of Audubon Retirement Village 
(Hainkel), Covenant & Poydras Homes & Lambeth House. 
O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from 
death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish 
family, friends, and relatives of every spiritual and bodily ill 
which afflicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT 
YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH 

March 12 - 13, 2022 

 Collection:  $5,638.10                    
(includes envelopes, loose, and e-giving) 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY 
AND SUPPORT 

A Stewardship Moment 

In today’s Gospel Jesus offers his parable about 
last chances. The fig tree will have one last 
chance to bear fruit before it is cut down and 
destroyed. Good stewards realize that, like the 
fig tree, they are endowed with God-given gifts 
that are meant to “bear fruit” for God and 
neighbor. God has legitimate expectations of 
them. They also realize they do not know how 
much time they have left before the gardener 
returns for an accounting of their fruitfulness. 
How are we using our God-given gifts? How 
might we use our gifts to bear more fruit? The 
answer requires some urgency. 

Special Collection 
Our second collection today is to raise funds to 
offset costs of educating seminarians at Notre 
Dame & St. Joseph Seminary College. All funds 
collected go directly to supporting the education 
& formation of 30 men currently studying to be 
priests in the Archdiocese of New Orleans. Please 
give generously to this very important fund that 
will provide monetary support to those men who 
will minister to the people of God in New Orleans 
for years to come.  Envelopes are in the pews.   
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA MARCH 20, 2022 

Lenten  

Almsgiving 

The mission of Project Lazarus is to help heal & em-
power people living with HIV/AIDS by focusing on 
wellness, providing housing & offering important  

support services.  

The following new items are needed: 

• Twin sized bed sheets (100% cotton)
•Comforters/blankets • Pillows & pillow cases

• Mattress pads  • Area rugs  •  Bath towels

The amazon wish list is available at:
www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/KSFLQKRWEH42?

ref_=wl_share  

Cash contributions or check payable to St. Francis of 
Assisi can be made using the Special Offering Envelopes 

in the pews and in the back of church.  

Stations of the Cross 
Fridays 6:30 pm 

Friday’s during Lent the stations of 
the cross will be celebrated at 
6:30pm in the Church. 

A bill to Repeal the Death Penalty in Louisiana will 
come up in the Louisiana legislature in a few weeks.  
The Catechism of the Catholic Church changed lan-
guage in 2018 to explicitly eliminate the death penalty 
as a moral option in sentencing for any crime in any 
circumstance.  You are urged to contact your represent-
atives to express your wishes regarding this bill.  You 
can do this easily through visiting  
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/end-louisiana-death-penalty . 

Bulletin Advertisement Opportunity 

We have a limited number of spaces available for ad-
vertising in our bulletin.  A representative will be in the 

parish office beginning Monday.   
Call Ray Kelly for more information.  504.338.3058 

*New Office Hours*

Starting Monday, March 21  
Parish Center office hours  

will change to  

8am - 4pm Monday-Friday 

Join us to Pray the Rosary for Ukraine im-
mediately following 8:30am masses on 

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and  
Fridays. 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

St. Francis’ annual Easter 
Egg Hunt will take place 

on the lawn in front of the 
rectory on  

Easter Sunday, April 17 
after the 9:30am Mass. 
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