
We are a welcoming Christian community in New 
Orleans that is centered in the Eucharist. We are 
committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the 

traditions of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
dignity of human life. We are a family that strives to 
learn and share our faith by living the Beatitudes and 
by reconciling ourselves with God and one another. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

 Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
 Holy Days To Be Announced 
 Monday 8:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

 Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. 
 Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment 
 

In honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Tuesday 
following the 6:00 p.m. Mass. 

 
ADORATION 

Friday 9:00-10:00 am - In the Church 
 

INFANT BAPTISMS 
 Celebrated on the 4th Sunday of each month after the 

11:30 a.m. Mass excluding the season of Lent. First time 
parents and godparents are expected to participate in a 
Baptism preparation seminar which may take place 
during pregnancy. Please contact the Parish Center for 
more information. 

 
 

 The policy of the Archdiocese requires a minimum six-
month preparation period for marriage, during which the 
couple meets with the priest or deacon and participates in 
the Archdiocesan marriage preparation program. 
Engaged couples should telephone the Parish Center no 
less than six months prior to the anticipated date of 
marriage for an appointment with the priest or deacon. 

 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 The parish priest is to be contacted before the family 

makes any arrangements with the funeral director. 
Family members are also asked to meet with the priest to 
prepare for the Funeral liturgy.

 
Uptown New Orleans 

631 State Street • New Orleans, LA 70118 
Office: 891-4479 • Fax: 891-4470 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
sfa@stfrancisuptown.com 
 facebook.com/sfauptown 

 



FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

 
 
“Amazing Grace!” has been called the most popular hymn in the English language. The words beautifully de-
scribe the feelings of composer John Newton. Newton was the captain of slave ships and a slave trader (20,000 
slaves) before he himself returned to Christ as a prodigal son.  
 

Amazing Grace is also the title of Michael Apted’s movie that takes its name from the hymn that served as an an-
them for abolitionists. You can watch it on Goggle Play. Amazing Grace tells the story of William Wilberforce’s 
conversion to the abolitionist’s cause and his quarter century campaign to end British slave trade in the late 1700s 
while we were occupied with recovering from American Revolution. 
 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound/That saved a wretch like me! / I once was lost, but now am found;/Was 
blind, but now I see.” Today’s gospel parable of the prodigal son concludes with the joy filled father declaring of 
his own returned son, “He once was lost, but now he’s found.”  
 

The parable of the prodigal son led the 19th-century agnostic French philosopher and historian, Ernst Renan, to 
declare that Luke’s parable was the greatest story ever told! Rembrandt painted it. George Balanchine choreo-
graphed a ballet based on it.  And the atheist Friedrich Nietzsche philosophized about it. It was the whole life of 
Jesus in a nutshell. It is the fountain and bedrock of Christian hope. 
 

When Fyodor Dostoevsky, the great Russian writer of The Brothers Karamazov, lay dying, he called his family to 
his beside and requested that his wife read Luke’s story of the prodigal son. He listened with closed eyes, ab-
sorbed in this message of mercy and forgiveness. Then, in a weak and halting voice he said: “My children, never 
forget what you have just heard. Have absolute faith in God, and never despair of his pardon. I love you dearly, 
but my love is nothing compared to the love of God.... Even if you should be so unhappy as to commit a crime in 
the course of your life, never despair of God.... You are God’s children; humble yourselves before God as before 
your father, implore his pardon, and he will rejoice over your repentance as the father rejoiced over that of the 
prodigal son.” 
 

Music, art, literature and film all revel in the mercy found in this story. This story leads us to see that God’s for-
giveness as absolute. God’s forgiveness is not mere pardon like ours; not a half-forgiveness with a promise not to 
forget, not a negative repair or a practical compromise for the sake of social harmony. We see, a story of con-
trasts: the prodigal son who was prodigious in his squandering of his father’s wealth and the prodigal father who 
was prodigious in his mercy. It is a story of the everlastingness of God’s friendship that says that all of us are hon-
ored guests in the household of God as we seek God’s forgiveness. 
 

Each of us is at a different point in our journey homeward to God. Maybe another has wronged us and are still 
nursing the injury. If we are imagining scenarios of revenge, then we pray that the forgiving father will break 
through our hurt and anger and move us toward forgiveness and reconciliation. Maybe family and friends have 
parted ways with us. Then the younger, wayward son may inspire us to end the alienation and humbly move to-
ward reunion and reconciliation.  
 

Many of us maybe like the older brother. We have worked faithfully and diligently all our lives at doing what is 
right. It may be necessary to look inward to ask ourselves How have I allowed my faithfulness and diligence to 
become tainted with self-righteousness that looks with scorn upon those less faithful, less diligent? Today’s prodi-
gal sons and daughters also include the seven out of 10 Catholics who miss Sunday Mass. This weekend pick up a 
copy of the last in the series of Catholic Updates, TEN REASON FOR GOING TO MASS. It’s time for them to 
come home. Pass a copy along to them. How can we help them do this? 
 

A statement of Abraham Lincoln reflects the divine response of the father. When asked how he planned to treat 
rebellious southerners after their defeat, he answered: “I will treat them as if they had never been away.” That 
says it all! 
 

Lent is half over, and Easter draws near. This Sunday is a foretaste of Easter joy. Like the ancient Hebrews and 
the prodigal son, we too, are brought into a Promised Land of Amazing Grace and salvation, kissed by God and 
welcomed home. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA MARCH 27, 2022 

 

 
If you are homebound due to ill-

ness/surgery, short or long term 

and would like to receive Holy Communion, 

please call the Parish Office 891-4479. 

A bill to Repeal the Death Penalty in Louisi-
ana is in the Louisiana legislature. The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church explicitly elimi-
nates the death penalty as a moral option in 
sentencing for any crime in any circum-
stance.  You are urged to contact your repre-
sentatives to express your wishes regarding this 
bill.  You can do this easily through visiting  

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/end-
louisiana-death-penalty 

USHERS NEEDED   FOR ALL MASSES  
 

Please call the parish office if you can help greet peo-
ple, make them feel welcome and be available for  

taking up the collections.   

 

*New Office Hours* 
 

Parish Center office hours have 
changed to    

 

8am - 4pm Monday-Friday 

 
 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi has partnered with Hallow this 
Lent to provide every parishioner FREE access to all 
of Hallow’s prayer content.  You can download the 
app from Hallow.com/holydaypackage and search for 
St. Francis of Assisi New Orleans or scan 
this QRCode with your camera.  If you 
have any problems, please call the parish 
office at 504.891.4479.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Whoever suffers mental illness always bears God’s 
image & likeness, & has an inalienable right to be 

considered a person and treated as such.” 
-St. Pope John Paul II  

 

John Forbes Nash Jr. was an American mathemati-
cian who made fundamental contributions to game theo-
ry, differential geometry, & the study of partial differential 
equations. His work has provided insight into factors that 
govern chance & decision-making inside complex sys-
tems found in everyday life. His theories are widely used in 
economics.  

After he began showing clear signs of mental ill-
ness, John Nash Jr spent 11 years at psychiatric hospi-
tals being treated for schizophrenia.  His struggles with ill-
ness and recovery became the basis for the book & Oscar 
Award Winning movie entitled “A Beautiful Mind.”  After 
his condition improved, he returned to academic work & 
served as a senior research mathematician at Princeton Uni-
versity.  John Nash is the only person to be awarded both 
the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences and the 
Abel Prize that he shared for his work on nonlinear partial 
differential equations. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

SATURDAY, MARCH 26   Henry Schorr, Nancy Clair 

McCann, Lionel T & Catherine P. Hammock, Margaret 

“Butsy” Ross, Jack Hartley, Rita T. Aucoin, Michael Rapier, 

Sidney A. Mills III, Kelly Hoffmann Jackman  
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 27 9:30 am  Betsie Melancon, Gail Lav-

is, Rita T. Aucoin, Betty Zent, Sidney A. Mills III, For the In-

tentions of Jeanne Higgins  

11:30 am  For Parishioners  
 

MONDAY, MARCH 28  Selma “Penny”  Hendryx 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 29  All Souls Book of Remembrance 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30  Alfredo Lopez 

   

THURSDAY, MARCH 31  Joan Rey 
 

FRIDAY, APRIL 1  Angelle Pecoraro 

 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary 
Lamp burns this week for 

 

Peace in Ukraine 

Mass Intentions 

 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
March 27 - April 1st 

 

Sunday  Jos 5:9a, 10-12; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; 2 Cor 5:17-21; Lk 
15:1-3, 11-32 
 
Monday  Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2 & 4, 5-6, 11-12a & 13b; Jn 4:43-54 
 
Tuesday  Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16 
 
Wednesday  Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18; Jn 5:17-30 
 
Thursday  Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23; Jn 5:31-47 
 
Friday  Wis 2:1a,12-22; Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 & 23; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 
25-30 
 
Saturday Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12; Jn 7:40-53 

Prayer Intentions 
Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Jennifer Siegrest 
Bondio, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, 
Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, David Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, 
Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Cynthia 
Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Sandra 
Hill, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert 
Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, 
Darnell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitch-
ener, Joy Morton, Jay Occhipinti, Johnny Parker, Paige Peterson, 
Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn, Carol Rodriguez, Nedine 
Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, 
Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Sa-
mantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, 
Nancy Williams, Residents of Audubon Retirement Village 
(Hainkel), Covenant & Poydras Homes & Lambeth House and 
patients of Children’s Hospital.  
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to heal 
every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of eve-
ry spiritual and bodily ill which afflicts 
them. Amen. 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

Today we hear one of the most beloved stories in 
the Gospel of Luke, Jesus’ parable of the Prodigal 
Son.  Reconciliation is a prominent theme.  Seeing 
the younger son returning to him, the son who left 
the family and squandered his inheritance, the 
compassionate father runs to embrace him.  Jesus 
offers us a vision of a loving God who is merciful 
and forgiving when we, through repentance, return 
to him.  The remainder of the Lenten season offers 
us an opportunity to reflect on God’s compassion 
and our need for reconciliation.  If you have not 
done so already, consider celebrating the sacrament 
of reconciliation in one of the churches in the arch-
diocese Wednesdays, March 30 and April 6. Expe-
rience God’s loving embrace and forgiveness.   

 

Lenten Almsgiving  
 

 

If you wish to make a free-will Lenten Almsgiving 
to Project Lazarus our parish focus envelopes are 

in the pews.   
The following new items are needed: 

 

• Twin sized bed sheets (100% cotton)    
•Comforters/blankets • Pillows & pillow cases   

• Mattress pads  • Area rugs  •  Bath towels 
The amazon wish list is available at:  

www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/KSFLQKRWEH42?
ref_=wl_share  

 

CHURCH SUPPORT 
YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH 

 

March 19 - 20, 2022 
 

    1st Collection:           $ 6,243.00 
(includes envelopes, loose, and e-giving) 

       

Special Collection 
 

    New Orleans Seminarian Education:      $ 1,732.00 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA MARCH 27, 2022 

ANNULMENT WRITING  
WORKSHOP  

ONE NIGHT SEMINAR  
 

 

This one night seminar will answer 
everything you always wanted to 
know about Annulments but were 

afraid to ask.  

This Ministry of the Archdiocese of 
New Orleans Office of Marriage 
and Family Life, will be hosting the 

one-night seminar on Annulments 
on Tuesday, April 5, 2022, from 

7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at St. Mat-

thew the Apostle Church (10021 
Jefferson Highway, River Ridge.)  

 

The Seminar will offer an overview 
of the process, is FREE & open to 
those seeking more information on 

having their previous marriages an-
nulled. Members of the Ministry 
will be available to answer personal 

case questions on a one-on-one ba-
sis at the end of the session. 

 

Stations of the Cross 
Fridays 6:30 pm 

 

Friday’s during Lent the stations of 
the cross will be celebrated at 
6:30pm in the Church. 

Pray the Rosary   
for Ukraine following 
8:30am masses on Mon-
days, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and  Fridays. 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt  
 

St. Francis’ annual Easter Egg 
Hunt will take place on the lawn in 

front of the rectory on  
 

Easter Sunday, April 17  
after the 9:30am Mass  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

St. Francis of Assisi 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) will be 
offered throughout the Archdiocese on the next three 
Wednesdays - March 23rd, March 30th, and April 6th 
from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. in all the churches of the arch-
diocese.  

Children’s Stations of the Cross 
 
All are welcome to join the  PSR 
students and their families Sunday, 
April 10th after the 9:30am Mass for 
a children’s Stations of the Cross. 
We will begin at 10:40am in church, 

ending by 11:20am.  
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