
We are a welcoming Christian community in New 
Orleans that is centered in the Eucharist. We are 
committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the 

traditions of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
dignity of human life. We are a family that strives to 
learn and share our faith by living the Beatitudes and 
by reconciling ourselves with God and one another. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

 Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
 Holy Days To Be Announced 
 Monday 8:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

 Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. 
 Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment 
 

In honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Tuesday 
following the 6:00 p.m. Mass. 

 
ADORATION 

Friday 9:00-10:00 am - In the Church 
 

INFANT BAPTISMS 
 Celebrated on the 4th Sunday of each month after the 

11:30 a.m. Mass excluding the season of Lent. First time 
parents and godparents are expected to participate in a 
Baptism preparation seminar which may take place 
during pregnancy. Please contact the Parish Center for 
more information. 

 
 

 The policy of the Archdiocese requires a minimum six-
month preparation period for marriage, during which the 
couple meets with the priest or deacon and participates in 
the Archdiocesan marriage preparation program. 
Engaged couples should telephone the Parish Center no 
less than six months prior to the anticipated date of 
marriage for an appointment with the priest or deacon. 

 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 The parish priest is to be contacted before the family 

makes any arrangements with the funeral director. 
Family members are also asked to meet with the priest to 
prepare for the Funeral liturgy.

 
Uptown New Orleans 

631 State Street • New Orleans, LA 70118 
Office: 891-4479 • Fax: 891-4470 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
sfa@stfrancisuptown.com 
 facebook.com/sfauptown 

 



FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

 
 
The Perp Walk has been defined as the deliberate escorting of an arrested suspect by police in front of the news 
media, especially as a means of pressuring or humiliating the suspects who are usually prominent politicians or 
business people. Law enforcement personnel have been using perp walks for many years, and the procedure has 
been used in some high-profile cases. While such footage feeds our unblinking social media news cycle, making a 
public spectacle of a lawbreaker, even an unfaithful spouse is as old as civilization itself.  The early colonialists 
kept stockades in the public square for just such a purpose. Remember The Scarlet Letter? The Romans combined 
torture and deterrence by hanging criminals on crosses. We do it, if not by imprisonment, then by making a 
household name and late-night TV jokes out of anyone whose bad behaviour is sufficiently entertaining and news 
worthy. We witnessed this in the altercation between Will Smith and Chris Rock during last Sunday’s 2022 Oscar 
telecast. 
 
The woman caught in adultery was also exposed to public judgment. She did not have to deal with tabloids and 
television cameras. She did have to continue to live in Jerusalem. At least it was a big city. And she could hope-
fully find another district in which to start over. But she didn’t have a Web site or media machine to repair her 
image either.  
 
In light of this human tendency to humiliate transgressors, the Gospel reading of the woman caught in adultery is 
all the more moving. This woman had nowhere to run and hide. Where was the unfaithful man in this situation? 
John makes no mention of him, even though he is equally guilty with the woman. Perhaps he was a public figure, 
nervously standing somewhere in the crowd, fearful that he would be found out. In his desperation to save his 
own skin he may have even been willing to heave a righteous stone and join in her condemnation. But the saddest 
part of it all was that she was being made sport of not out of zeal for the law and its prescriptions, but in order to 
trap Jesus and eventually move him into the circle of judgment. Spilling this woman’s blood would not quench 
their indignation. Jesus was their real target. 
 
Jesus reacts to the scene by stooping down and tracing in the dirt with his finger. He stoops to the ground to pro-
nounce a sentence on those who dragged the woman before the crowd. He takes the shame from her shoulders and 
casts it back upon those who were so quick to condemn her. They are the ones who will withdraw from that place 
disgraced and humiliated leaving Jesus and the woman alone. A judgment is made and a sentence brought down, 
but it does not go in the direction we would have guessed. The disgrace instead boomerangs back on to those who 
were gathered around pointing the finger. 
 
It seems unthinkable that a woman could be stoned for adultery, but the practice of public punishment lives on 
even now. Jesus, in his love and compassion, writes in the sand and forgives the woman. Then he lifts his eyes to 
us. 
 
As believers, we can find ourselves from time to time on either side of the equation. We may be judged harshly 
for our way of life, told that our religion poisons everything, and that our beliefs are backwards. On the other 
hand, we find ourselves pointing the finger at others and speculating on their motives. We may even project onto 
others our own weaknesses and sinful inclinations. And so we find ourselves not as far removed from the attitude 
of the Pharisees and scribes as we might hope 
 
Here is challenge for us in these final weeks of Lent. The woman caught in adultery is a Gospel that asks us to 
examine our own inner motivations, individually, and as a church. If we are to follow the example Jesus set, we 
will not throw stones or point fingers. But instead we will stand with those who are condemned. Our quest for jus-
tice will begin with an examination of our own heart and conduct. We will then recognize that each of us is a sin-
ner in need of mercy not condemnation for we will have embraced the love of a Savior who has stooped down to 
take away our shame. 
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA APRIL 3, 2022 

 
 
 
 

 

WEDNESDAY   5:00 pm - 6:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(April 13)   
 

The Sacred Paschal Triduum 
 

HOLY THURSDAY  7:00 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
(April 14)   Adoration will follow until 10 pm in Church 
 
 
GOOD FRIDAY   9:00 am Morning Prayer 
(April 15)   3:00 pm Celebration of the Lard’s Passion 
    6:30 pm Stations of the Cross 
 
 
HOLY SATURDAY  9:00 am Morning Prayer 
(April 16)   8:00 pm Mass of the Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 
 
 
 
EASTER SUNDAY  9:30 am Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord 
(April 17)   11:30 am Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord 

Easter Lilies 
 
Remember a 
loved one by 
making a dona-
tion toward the 
beautiful decora-
tions that will 

adorn church for Easter, En-
velopes are included in the 
weekly offering envelopes or 
at the doors of church. A list 
of donors & memorials will 
be included in the Easter bul-
letin. 

Stations of the Cross Fridays 6:30 pm 
 

 

Friday’s during Lent the stations of the 
cross will be celebrated at 6:30pm in the 
Church. 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt  
 

St. Francis’ annual Easter Egg Hunt will take 
place on the lawn in front of the rectory on  

 
 

Easter Sunday, 
April 17  

after the 9:30am 
Mass  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) will be 
offered throughout the Archdiocese, including St. Fran-
cis of Assisi on April 6th from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. in all 
the churches of the archdiocese.  

 

Children’s Stations of the Cross 
 

 

All are welcome to join the  PSR stu-
dents and their families Sunday, April 
10th after the 9:30am Mass for a chil-
dren’s Stations of the Cross. We will 
begin at 10:40am in church, ending by 

11:20am.  

 

Lenten  

Almsgiving  
 
 

The following new items are needed: 
 

• Twin sized bed sheets (100% cotton)    
•Comforters/blankets • Pillows & pillow cases   

• Mattress pads  • Area rugs  •  Bath towels 

 

The amazon wish list is available at:  

www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/
KSFLQKRWEH42?ref_=wl_share  

St. Francis of Assisi 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 

Palms 
 

Anyone wishing 
to donate palms 
for our Palm Sun-
day Masses, 
please clean them 
and leave them 
outside between 
the Church and the Rectory by 
Wednesday or contact the Par-
ish Office 891-4479 by 
Wednesday, April 6th. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

SATURDAY, APRIL 2  H.L. Hawthorne, Bernard Scully, 

Henry Schorr, Lucille Mire McCann, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, 

Jack Hartley, Rita T. Aucoin, Michael Rapier, Kelly Hoffmann 

Jackman 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 3 9:30 am  For Parishioners 
 

11:30 am  Betsie Melancon, Gail Lavis, Rita T. Aucoin,  

Janet Benevento, For the Intentions of Charlie Ward, Sr. 
 

MONDAY, APRIL 4  For the Intentions of Mr. Jun Acasio 
 

TUESDAY, APRIL 5  Betty Zent 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6  All Souls Book of Remembrance 
 

THURSDAY, APRIL 7  For the Intentions of The Richards 

Family 

FRIDAY, APRIL 8  For the Intentions of Baby Viola Valdez 

 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary 
Lamp burns this week for 

 

Betsie Melancon 

Mass Intentions 

 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
April 3 - April 9 

 

Sunday       Is 43:16-21; Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5,6; Phil 3:8-14;   
                    Jn 8:1-11         
 

Monday     Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62;   
                    Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Jn8:12-20 
 

Tuesday     Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21; Jn 8:21-30 
 

Wednesday Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56; 
                       Jn 8:31-42 
 

Thursday    Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn 8:51-59 
 

Friday          Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7; Jn 10:31-42 
 

Saturday    Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13; Jn 11:45-56 

Prayer Intentions 
Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Jennifer Siegrest 
Bondio, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, 
Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, David Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, 
Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, Jr., Cynthia 
Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Sandra 
Hill, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert 
Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, 
Darnell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitch-
ener, Joy Morton, Jay Occhipinti, Johnny Parker, Paige Peterson, 
Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn, Carol Rodriguez, Nedine 
Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, 
Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Sa-
mantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, 
Nancy Williams, Residents of Audubon Retirement Village 
(Hainkel), Covenant & Poydras Homes & Lambeth House and 
patients of Children’s Hospital.  
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to heal 
every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of eve-
ry spiritual and bodily ill which afflicts 
them. Amen. 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

Strong words come from Saint Paul in today’s sec-
ond reading. He reveals in no uncertain terms that 
life in Christ is our goal. Everything else, he main-
tains, is “rubbish” compared to deepening our rela-
tionship with the Lord? When have we put recrea-
tional activities ahead of attending Mass? When 
have we preferred uninterrupted hours playing the 
latest video games or watching TV to spending 
time in a bible study group, choir practice or serv-
ing in a soup kitchen? When have we kept late 
hours at work over sharing the gospel with friends 
and neighbors? To what extent do we exercise 
stewardship over our relationship with Christ? 

 

Lenten Almsgiving  
 

 

If you wish to make a free-will Lenten Almsgiving 
to Project Lazarus our parish focus envelopes are 

in the pews.   
The following new items are needed: 

 

• Twin sized bed sheets (100% cotton)    
•Comforters/blankets • Pillows & pillow cases   

• Mattress pads  • Area rugs  •  Bath towels 
The amazon wish list is available at:  

www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/KSFLQKRWEH42?
ref_=wl_share  

 

CHURCH SUPPORT 
YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH 

 
March 26 - 27, 2022 

 

    1st Collection:           $ 4,458.00 
(includes envelopes, loose, and e-giving) 

       

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY 
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH
NEW ORLEANS, LA APRIL 3, 2022

If you are homebound due to 

illness/surgery, short or long term 

and would like to receive Holy 

Communion, please call the Parish 

Office 891-4479.

… Outreach to Haiti
On behalf of all the parishioners of St Francois Xavi-
er de Gilles and on my own behalf, I say a sincere 
“Thank you!” to the parishioners of St Francis of As-
sisi for their love towards us and their support.  One 

hundred families in Gilles re-
ceived something to eat and 
drink. In their package each 
family finds: Rice, oil, wheat, 
sugar, milk and pasta… they 
are very happy now.  Thank 
you very much…

—Fr. Gary Ocgenor

Pray the Rosary  
for Ukraine following 
8:30am masses on Mon-
days, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and  Fridays.

YOU ARE THE CHURCH & 
WE NEED YOU!  

Ushers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion and Lectors are needed.  

Please call the parish office if you can help.

Pope Francis: We need to “fully overcome the 
stigma with which mental illness has often been 
branded &…ensure that the culture of communi-

ty prevails over the mentality of rejection.”

Bethany Yeiser’s Healing: Before a descent 
into schizophrenia, Bethany was a honors 
college student. By her 3rd year, she had 
published 3 articles in biochemistry & was 
working as a violinist. Following 3 months 
volunteering in the slums of Nairobi, Kenya 
& Lagos, Nigeria, she had her 1st psychotic 
break. The emergence of schizophrenia led 
her to a life of delusion, isolation & home-
lessness for 4 years until she reclaimed her 
life and made a full recovery.  Bethany fin-
ished her degree in molecular biology with 
honors from the University of Cincinnati.  
Today, she is a sought–after motivational 
speaker with a passion to educate & inspire 
change in the way schizophrenia is perceived 
& treated, & in the stigma so negatively at-
tached to this diagnosis. Her memoir is enti-
tled:  Mind Estranged: My Journey from 
Schizophrenia and Homelessness to Recov-
er . She also maintains a blog called 
“Recovery Road” on PsychologyToday.com. 
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