
We are a welcoming Christian community in New 
Orleans that is centered in the Eucharist. We are 
committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the 

traditions of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
dignity of human life. We are a family that strives to 
learn and share our faith by living the Beatitudes and 
by reconciling ourselves with God and one another. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

 Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
 Holy Days To Be Announced 
 Monday 8:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

 Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. 
 Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment 
 

In honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Tuesday 
following the 6:00 p.m. Mass. 

 
ADORATION 

Friday 9:00-10:00 am - In the Church 
 

INFANT BAPTISMS 
 Celebrated on the 4th Sunday of each month after the 

11:30 a.m. Mass excluding the season of Lent. First time 
parents and godparents are expected to participate in a 
Baptism preparation seminar which may take place 
during pregnancy. Please contact the Parish Center for 
more information. 

 
 

 The policy of the Archdiocese requires a minimum six-
month preparation period for marriage, during which the 
couple meets with the priest or deacon and participates in 
the Archdiocesan marriage preparation program. 
Engaged couples should telephone the Parish Center no 
less than six months prior to the anticipated date of 
marriage for an appointment with the priest or deacon. 

 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 The parish priest is to be contacted before the family 

makes any arrangements with the funeral director. 
Family members are also asked to meet with the priest to 
prepare for the Funeral liturgy.

 
Uptown New Orleans 

631 State Street • New Orleans, LA 70118 
Office: 891-4479 • Fax: 891-4470 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
sfa@stfrancisuptown.com 
 facebook.com/sfauptown 

 



 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

 
 

Millions of Americans spent every Sunday night from 1993-2002 glued to their television 
sets, watching a Fox Television series called THE X-FILES. Wouldn’t it be great if 
Americans reserved Sunday worship with similar devotion?  
 
This cult hit tells the story of two FBI agents who investigate “X-Files” cases involving 
paranormal, unexplained phenomena. The pair probes evidence of alien visitors, genetical-
ly mutated serial killers, unseen violent forces and even religious miracles. Agent Fox 
Mulder (David Duchovny), is preoccupied with paranormal activity. He is convinced that 
“the truth is out there.” His partner, Agent Dana Scully (Gillian Anderson), is a medical 
doctor who balances her partner’s belief in the unknown with her own scientific skepti-
cism. 
 
As the two work to solve these mysterious cases, they encounter an increasing number of 
occurrences that defy scientific explanation. Agent Scully discovers that not everything 
fits her rational world view. She is led to probe ever deeper into the Christian faith of her 
childhood. One episode ends with her asking the question, “What if God is speaking … 
and no one is listening?” 
 
If Mulder and Scully were to take their work to first-century Galilee, they would encoun-
ter a number of occurrences that could be classified as “X-Files.”  
 
In today’s gospel passage alone, the resurrected Jesus is involved in three odd happenings. 
He stands unrecognized in front of his closest friends. He causes 153 large fish to rush 
suddenly into the disciples net. And he engages in a mysterious dialogue with Peter. These 
occurrences are clearly paranormal, outside the range of normal experience or scientifical-
ly explainable phenomena. 
 
In addition, the events of this gospel are aptly dropped into the “X-Files” because they 
involve Jesus “the Christ,” the one whose title has been abbreviated since ancient times 
by an “X” that is, the Greek letter, “chi.” So, we could say that this passage of scripture, 
with these unusual phenomena are not simply “X-Files” they are “Christ-Files.” So, lets 
search through three of these “Christ-Files” to see if we can discover and serve our resur-
rected Lord. 
 
Christ-File #1: Jesus Unrecognized Peter was doing nothing more than what we all do 
when life gets too complicated. When we struggle to see Jesus in times of exhaustion and 
confusion, we search for a return to normalcy. Although we are aware that Jesus is risen, 
we do not know where in the world he is. It is hard to sense his nearness when we are 
overwhelmed with anxiety, grief or fear. You’ve gone a week without sales and you don’t 
want someone asking you how’s it going?  
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA 
 

May 1, 2022 

 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
 

Adoration of the  Blessed Sacrament  
 

Friday Mornings  

9:00 - 10:00am 

     In Church following 8:30am mass 

 

 If you are homebound due to  

 illness/surgery, short or long term   

and would like to receive Holy 

Communion, please call the Parish 

Office 891-4479. 

 
YOU ARE THE CHURCH & WE NEED 

YOU!   
 

 

Ushers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy  
Communion and Lectors are needed.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please call the parish office if  
  you can help.   

   891-4479 

Baptisms  
    

    St. Francis of Assisi Church 

       Welcomes 

Harry Louis Schaefer 

Dolly Ann Koerner 
 

              into the family of the Catholic 

Church 

The question this Christ-File poses is how well do we struggle to recognize Jesus in our day-to-day experienc-
es? The question implies with it a view of the entire world --- a world in which we are called to find God. 
 
Elie Weisel, in a German concentration camp during WW II, tells the story of the Jew who was trying to con-
vince a fellow-prisoner that God is everywhere. Just then, everyone was ordered into the courtyard for the pun-
ishment of a person who had broken camp rules. All of the inmates assembled. And there, in front of the whole 
camp, a 12-year old boy was brought to the gallows, stripped naked, and hanged. The second Jew turned to the 
first: “Where is God in that?” he asked. The first responded, “Hanging on the end of the noose!”   
 
Christ File #2 153 Large Fish We men are notorious for resisting guidance and direction. Question: Why did 
the Israelites wander in the wilderness for 40 years? Answer: Moses refused to ask for directions. The stranger 
on the beach says cast your net to the right side. Yeah, sure the disciples think. The phenomenon is not miracu-
lous because 153 fish appear. It is a miracle because it strengthens the faith of the followers of Christ. How 
strong is your own faith? 
 
Christ File #3 Dialogue with Peter After finishing a breakfast of bread and fish, Jesus asks Peter a question  
three times. It is a case of rescue. And everybody loves a rescue. God does not abandon us in our failures and 
mistakes. The word forgiveness is never mentioned.  Peter is not forgiven simply so that he can feel good about 
himself again, but so that he can serve the church with energy, intelligence, imagination and love. If we really 
believe, if we really love, then we too, must prove it with our actions. 
 
Recognizing Christ, receiving miraculous nourishment, and serving others in his name are steps we are called to 
take if we too want to be found among the X-Files, Christ-Files!          

World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
will be observed on Sunday, May 8, 
2022 also known as "Good Shep-
herd Sunday."  The purpose of this 
day is to publicly fulfill the Lord's 
instruction to, "Pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send laborers into his 

harvest" (Mt 9:38; Lk 10:2).  Please pray that young 
men and women hear and respond generously to 
the Lord's call to the priesthood, diaconate, religious 
life, societies of apostolic life or secular institutes.  
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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 30 4:00 pm   Lucille Mire McCann, 
Henry Schorr, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Joseph LaGreca, Rita 
T. Aucoin, Michael Rapier, Jack Hartley, Kelly Hoffmann 
Jackman 
SUNDAY, MAY 1 9:30 am  Parishioners 
11:30 am Betsie Melancon, Rita T. Aucoin, Janet Beneven-
to, Roger Angel, For the Intentions of Matt King, For the 
Intentions of Girlie T. Oglageo 
 

MONDAY,MAY 2  8:30 a.m. The Intentions of Paul Vetter 
 

TUESDAY, MAY 3 6:00 p.m. The Intentions of Matt King 
 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4   8:30 a.m.  Orlin R. Corey 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 5  8:30 a.m. The Ufner Family 
 

FRIDAY, MAY 6  8:30 a.m. All Souls Book of Remembrance 

 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp 
burns this week for  
Betsie Melancon 

Mass Intentions 

 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
May 1st - May 7th 

 

Sunday - Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Ps30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13; 
Rev5:11-14; Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14 
Monday- Acts 6:8-15; Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30; 
Mt4:4b; Jn6:22-29 
Tuesday -1Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Jn 14:6b, 9c; Jn 
14:6-14 
Wednesday - Acts8:1b-8;Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a; Jn6:35-40 
Thursday - Acts 8:26-40; Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20; Jn 6:51; 
Jn 6:44-51 
Friday- Acts 9:1-20; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 6:56; Jn 6:52-59 
Saturday- Acts 9:31-42; Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; Jn 
6:60-69 

Prayer Intentions 
Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Jennifer Siegrest 
Bondio, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, 
Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, David Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, 
Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly 
Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Sandra Hill, Pat Jones, Gerry 
Keller, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, 
Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Dar-
nell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, 
Joy Morton, Jay Occhipinti, Johnny Parker, Paige Peterson, 
Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn, Carol Rodriguez, Nedine 
Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, 
Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Sa-
mantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, 
Nancy Williams, Residents of Audubon Retirement Village 
(Hainkel), Covenant & Poydras Homes & Lambeth House and 
patients of Children’s Hospital.  
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to heal 
every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of eve-
ry spiritual and bodily ill which afflicts 
them. Amen. 

 

A Stewardship Moment 
 
 

This weekend’s Gospel reading from John enjoys a 
number of themes not least of which has to do with 
hearing Christ’s call to live differently but returning to 
our “comfort zones.” Even after seeing the risen Lord 
and receiving his blessing and missionary charge, his 
disciples go back to what they were doing before Jesus 
first called them. Instead of continuing Jesus’ ministry, 
they return to the life they knew. When faced with the 
choice between embarking on a new way of life or 
staying where life is familiar and comfortable, they 
chose the latter. Good stewards know that Christ has 
called them to open their hearts and live in a different 
way. When have we retreated from the Lord’s call so 
that we may remain with what is comfortable and fa-
miliar? 

 

CHURCH SUPPORT 
 

 
YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH 

 

April 23-24, 2022 
 

1st Collection:               $5,547.00 
(includes envelopes, loose, and e-giving) 

 

Special Collections: 
 

Building and Maintenance            $1,515.00 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED  
GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
 

Next weekend - Our collection is for the Diocesan 
Priest Retirement Fund.  The annual retirement col-
lection on Good Shepherd Sunday, May 7-8, 2022 is 
used to support the medical and retirement expenses of  
our retired priests, who have served our Archdiocese so 
faithfully. Three priests active in full time ministry are 
needed to support one retired archdiocesan priest. 
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH
NEW ORLEANS, LA May 1, 2022

Pray the Rosary 
for Ukraine following 
8:30am masses on Mon-
days, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and  Fri-
days.

On May 1st, the Respect Life Committee will 
be handing out baby bottles as a fundraiser 
for Woman’s New Life Clinic, a non-profit pro-
fessional counseling center and medical clinic 
serving women and families struggling with an 
unplanned pregnancies and reproductive health 
issues. They offer free pregnancy tests, ul-
trasounds and professional counseling for un-
planned pregnancies and for those struggling 
with a past abortion. Their mission is to pro-
mote the dignity of women, the sacredness of 
sexuality, and the sanctity of life. For this Ba-
by Bottle Campaign, we ask you to take home a 
baby bottle (located in the rear of Church (at 
one of the exits, etc.) and drop it off when you 
return over the next two weekends. 

For Tickets, call Melisa 
Rey 504.227.3766 or 

Email: 
familylife@stfrancisuptown.com

NEW TIME!  Mothers Prayers 

Wednesdays - 9:00 a.m.
St. Francis of Assisi Parish Center

Moms in every stage of parenting are welcome!

For information:  Melisa Rey 504.227.3766 or 
familylife@stfrancisuptown.com
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