
We are a welcoming Christian community in New 
Orleans that is centered in the Eucharist. We are 
committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the 

traditions of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
dignity of human life. We are a family that strives to 
learn and share our faith by living the Beatitudes and 
by reconciling ourselves with God and one another. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

 Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
 Holy Days To Be Announced 
 Monday 8:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

 Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. 
 Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment 
 

In honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Tuesday 
following the 6:00 p.m. Mass. 

 
ADORATION 

Friday 9:00-10:00 am - In the Church 
 

INFANT BAPTISMS 
 Celebrated on the 4th Sunday of each month after the 

11:30 a.m. Mass excluding the season of Lent. First time 
parents and godparents are expected to participate in a 
Baptism preparation seminar which may take place 
during pregnancy. Please contact the Parish Center for 
more information. 

 
 

 The policy of the Archdiocese requires a minimum six-
month preparation period for marriage, during which the 
couple meets with the priest or deacon and participates in 
the Archdiocesan marriage preparation program. 
Engaged couples should telephone the Parish Center no 
less than six months prior to the anticipated date of 
marriage for an appointment with the priest or deacon. 

 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 The parish priest is to be contacted before the family 

makes any arrangements with the funeral director. 
Family members are also asked to meet with the priest to 
prepare for the Funeral liturgy.

 
Uptown New Orleans 

631 State Street • New Orleans, LA 70118 
Office: 891-4479 • Fax: 891-4470 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
sfa@stfrancisuptown.com 
 facebook.com/sfauptown 

 



PENTECOST SUNDAY

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael 

Twenty-twenty-twenty-four hours to go/I Wanna be sedated/Nothing to do/Nowhere to go/I Wanna be sedated. 

Just get me to the airport/And put me on a plane/Hurry, hurry, hurry before I go insane/I can't control my fin-
gers/I can't control my brain/Oh no oh no 

Just put me in a wheelchair/And get me to the show/Hurry, hurry, hurry before I go loco/I can't control my 
fingers/I can't control my toes/Oh no oh no/I Wanna Be Sedated!

This 1978 punk rock song I Wanna Be Sedated by Joey Ramone, is featured in 2007 movie Young@Heart. 
The movie offers an encouraging vision of old age. The depression commonly associated with decrepitude is 
held at bay by music making, camaraderie and a sense of humor. “I Wanna Be Sedated,” an extremely catchy 
song, comes across as an ironic refusal to follow a doctor’s orders and lie back in a medicated haze. 

A wonderfully immersing and delightfully uplifting documentary film Young@Heart focuses on a New Eng-
land senior citizens chorus. Members who suffer from chronic multiple ailments are shown struggling out of 
sickbeds to attend rehearsals. Young@Heart built its reputation upon its re-imagining of contemporary rock 
tunes from the likes of Coldplay, Sonic Youth, and Bruce Springsteen. They’ve invented their own musical 
genre – Rock of Aged. As I celebrate my Golden Jubilee of ordination to the Priesthood this weekend at the 
age of 75 years young, I can surely identify with the desire at times to want to be sedated. But, I will be satis-
fied with the energizing gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Sung by people approaching the end of their lives. The average age is 80. Their songs are survival anthems. 
These singers refuse to go gently into that good night. The upbeat realism of everyone connected with 
Young@Heart might be summarized in six words: Life goes on until it doesn’t. 

Messages embedded in the film: Every moment counts. Nothing is impossible. Have you hugged your old per-
son today? A spirited group of people determined to live life to the fullest. For them music is oxygen.

Like music that inspires, exhilarates and energizes, the Spirit of God is the melody that energizes the Church. 
The music of the Spirit unites our many different voices into the love song of God. God has formed us into a 
community and an instrument for bringing his life and love into our world. Pentecost celebrates what happens 
in our lives. And not just our individual lives but also our lives as a community, a church, a society. 

What makes our Church more than just a gathering of people? It’s the Spirit’s breath infusing the Church with 
the music of ministry. The gift of tongues is much broader than just the ability to understand foreign lan-
guages. It applies to language barriers on the local scene, political, generational and religious. “No hablo in-
gles” – some of the immigration hostility seems to object to those who speak a different language. The gaps 
between liberal and conservative, teenager and parent, Muslim and Christian may well be deeper than gram-
mar, syntax and pronunciation. None of that didn’t seem to deter the disciples after Pentecost. 

The gift of tongues affects not only our ability to hear one another. It includes our ability to use our tongues to 
speak words of understanding, of compassion, or forgiveness, and of encouragement. And that tears down 
walls. What are the characteristic attitudes and behaviors of a person who embraces that he or she has been 
given gifts by the Spirit? Gifts of the Holy Spirit are meant for the well being of the community and not for the 
sole advantage of those who receive them.

Pentecost celebrates that a rush of wind can change everything. As we enter the hurricane season, we know 
how our lives are changed by forces we can’t control or understand. And we are left to ponder the aftermath 
with bewilderment and confusion, with prayer, and with unflagging hope. In the process, we also come to real-
ize how much we are bound, more closely than ever, to others. How much we need one another to survive dif-
ficult times. 

On that first Pentecost day, the followers of Christ saw their universe turned upside down – an old order wiped 
away, a new one about to begin. Surely all of that – enhanced by the bold and empowering gifts of the Holy 
Spirit – helped sustain the early Church.

...Continued on next page
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 Respect Life focus for May/June:  
 

Couples Struggling with   
Fertility/Infertility  

  therefore, we present the  

“Tree of Life.”   
  

The “Tree of Life”  is an oppor-

tunity for parishioners to 
“Spiritually Adopt” a couple hop-
ing to conceive, those awaiting 
an adoption, unborn baby or par-
ents who have conceived. 
Add them with a real name or 
anonymously.  

  

   Choose a butterfly (provided)         

   Write “name” of couple/baby  

   Hang it on “The Tree of Life.” 

   Pray for babies remembered in the hearts 

of those struggling with infertility.  

 
The “Tree of Life” will be on display from Mother’s 

Day until Father’s Day.   

Yes, We Can Can! 
Now is the time for all good men to get together with one an-
other 
Iron out the problems and iron out their quarrels 
And try to live as brothers 
Try to find peace within without stepping on one another 
Do respect the women of the world, just remember we all had 
mothers 
 
Make this land a better land 
Than the world in which we live 
And help each man be a better man 
With kindness that we give 
 

I know we can make it, I know darn well we can work it out 
Yes, we can, I know we can can 
Yes, we can, can, why can’t we? If we wanna,  
yes, we can, can 
I know we can make it work, I know we can make it, try 

Take care of all the children, the children of the world 
‘Cause they’re out strongest hope for the future 
The little bitty boys and girls 
 
Yes, we can, I know we can can 
Yes, we can, why can’t we can?  
Yes, we can can, why can’t we? Yes, we can can, yes we can. 

A Prayer for Graduates 

Loving God, we thank you for all who graduate from 
grade school, high school and college this time of the 
year. You have blessed them during their years in 
school with wisdom, friendships, and skills. You con-
tinue to challenge them to make this world a better 
place because of their education. Help them to look 
forward to their next steps: continuing in their educa-
tion or entering the work world. Particularly help those 
who are seeking employment to find a job suitable to 
their education. Give them faith and a sense of purpose 
in their next steps. Show them how to serve others in 
effective ways. And may they always be aware in every-
thing they do that they will find fulfillment in doing 
your will, that you will be with them always, and that 

you will bring to completion the 
good work you have begun in 
them. Amen. 
 

Source: Marquette University 

 

Married Couples Retreat 
Retrouvaille provides help & support to married cou-
ples undergoing difficulties & has proven helpful to 
couples who are troubled & stressed, or if the relation-
ship has grown cold & distant. The next Retrouvaille 
Weekend is June 24-26 at William J. Kelly Retreat 
Center in Bay St. Louis, MS. Register or get infor-
mation at www.helpourmarriage.org or email:  
retrouvaillenola@gmail.com.  

            St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
 

              Adoration of the  Blessed Sacrament  
 

 

Friday Mornings    9:00 - 10:00am     
  

In Church following 8:30am mass 

… Uptown Canticle Continued 
That same Spirit continues to blow through today’s church giving life and direction to our mission. The Spirit is the oxygen 
for ministry to preach the Gospel to every nation, to immerse all of humanity into the music of God’s love and the sympho-
ny of the Resurrection of his Son.  
 

Let me close by quoting the words of another song from the movie by songwriter Allen Toussaint so appropriate for Pente-
cost, Yes, We Can Can.  
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PENTECOST SUNDAY 

 

 

 

SATURDAY, JUNE 4  
4:00pm  Nancy Clair McCann, Lionel T. & Catherine P. 
Hammock, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Rita T. Aucoin, Michael 
Rapier, Henry Schorr, Ellen Beach Ruiz 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 5 
9:30am  Parishioners 
11:30am  Betsie Melancon, Rita T. Aucoin, Paul T. Gillin 
 

MONDAY, JUNE 6  Fay Schultz  
 

TUESDAY, JUNE 7  Lucille Mire McCann 
 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8  Neel Roberts 
 

THURSDAY, JUNE 9  Intentions of Mary Chamberland 
 

FRIDAY, JUNE 10  All Souls Book of Remembrance 

 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp 
burns this week for  

 
 

Betsie Melancon 

Mass Intentions 

 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
June 5th – June 11th  

 

Sunday acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34; 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 
12-13 or Rom 8:8-17; Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 14:15-16, 23b-26 
 

Monday  Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 87:1-2, 3 and 5, 6-7; Jn 19:25-34 
 

Tuesday 1 Kgs 17:7-16; Ps 4:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8; Mt 5:13-16 
 

Wednesday 1 Kgs 18:20-39; Ps 16:1b-2ab, 4, 5ab and 8, 11; Mt 
5:17-19 
 

Thursday 1 Kgs 18:41-46; Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13; Mt 5:20-26 
 

Friday 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16; Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc, 13-14; Mt 5:27-
32 
 

Saturday Acts 11:21b-26; 12:1-3; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6; Mt 
5:33-37 

Prayer Intentions 
Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Savannah Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Jennifer Siegrest 
Bondio, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Mary Chamber-
land, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, David 
Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, 
Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, 
Sandra Hill, Pat Jones, Gerry Keller, Leona Labat, Meredith 
Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann 
McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, 
Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, Joy Morton, Jay Occhipinti, 
Johnny Parker, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn, 
Carol Rodriguez, Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, 
Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert 
Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara 
Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Audu-
bon Retirement Village (Hainkel), Covenant & Poydras Homes & 
Lambeth House and patients of Children’s Hospital.  
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to heal 
every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of eve-
ry spiritual and bodily ill which afflicts 
them. Amen. 

Mass offerings are $5 each and are available 
for weekday Masses and weekend Masses - 
Saturday, 4 pm Vigil and Sunday 11:30am. 

For more information, please call the  
Parish Office (504) 891-4479. 

 
 
 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

In Acts of Apostles today we encounter the Holy Spirit 

who at Pentecost came rushing in over Jesus’ followers 

like a powerful wind.  It must have been a frightening 

experience for them.  But their great acts of prophetic 

witness began when the Spirit drew them out of their 

“comfort zones.”  Jesus said the Holy Spirit, like the 

wind, blows where it will; into the lives of good stew-

ards, empowering them to perform wondrous acts of 

healing, reconciliation and evangelization; encouraging 

them to proclaim the Gospel with boldness and confi-

dence.  All of that is a little beyond the comfort zone 

where most of us live our lives.  This week, reflect on 

how the Holy Spirit may be calling you out of your 

personal comfort zone. 

 

CHURCH SUPPORT 
 
 

Due to the Memorial Day holiday, church support 

totals for the weekend of May 29-30  will be posted 

with the totals for the weekend of June 5–6. Your 

generosity in the area of Church support as always is 

greatly appreciated.   
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED  
GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 
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