
We are a welcoming Christian community in New 
Orleans that is centered in the Eucharist. We are 
committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the 

traditions of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
dignity of human life. We are a family that strives to 
learn and share our faith by living the Beatitudes and 
by reconciling ourselves with God and one another. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

 Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
 Holy Days To Be Announced 
 Monday 8:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

 Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. 
 Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment 
 

In honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Tuesday 
following the 6:00 p.m. Mass. 

 
ADORATION 

Friday 9:00-10:00 am - In the Church 
 

INFANT BAPTISMS 
 Celebrated on the 4th Sunday of each month after the 

11:30 a.m. Mass excluding the season of Lent. First time 
parents and godparents are expected to participate in a 
bimonthly Baptism preparation seminar which may take 
place during pregnancy. Please contact the Parish Center 
for more information. 

 
 

 The policy of the Archdiocese requires a minimum six-
month preparation period for marriage, during which the 
couple meets with the priest or deacon and participates in 
the Archdiocesan marriage preparation program. 
Engaged couples should telephone the Parish Center no 
less than six months prior to the anticipated date of 
marriage for an appointment with the priest or deacon. 

 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 The parish priest is to be contacted before the family 

makes any arrangements with the funeral director. 
Family members are also asked to meet with the priest to 
prepare for the Funeral liturgy.

 
Uptown New Orleans 

631 State Street • New Orleans, LA 70118 
Office: 891-4479 • Fax: 891-4470 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
sfa@stfrancisuptown.com 
 facebook.com/sfauptown 

 



SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael 

As I was selecting photographs for the video presentation during the reception at Rock N Bowl on June 5, 
2022 after the Jubilee of ordination I came across my baby from 75 years ago. The book is supposed to be a 
record of my first seven years as a child. It documents my emotional, mental and physical development. There 
is a section entitled Questions Pertaining to Religion and Religious Education and Prayers. What I was hoping 
to discover were the first words I may have uttered. Nothing was entered. How unfortunate for someone who 
was destined from his mother’s womb to become a priest. 

I wonder how Jesus’ mom & dad would have completed the pages of a baby book. Fortunately, we have the 
Gospels for his first years and subsequent ministry. Jesus began his life like the rest of us, crawling around on 
& babbling nonsense syllables. Some syllables roll off the tongue more easily than others, & after a little bab-
bling, all of us stumble on to da, da, dada. Of course, we don’t know what we’re saying, but it makes Dad 
proud. So, Jesus crawled around the dirt floor of his home in Nazareth, & in his Aramaic language tripped 
across a, a-ba, abba. Of course, he didn’t know what he was saying either. but it made his father proud. 

Scriptures scholars agree that the core of Jesus’ being was an unshakable sense of God as his personal Father. 
Scripture itself says that Jesus was like us in all things but sin and that he grew in wisdom and grace. So, we 
may presume that he learned to pray as we do --- one step at a time. 

What do parents want children to learn about prayer & about the Lord’s prayer? That first step in praying, all 
of us learn to say other people’s prayers. But even when we learn what each word means, the prayers don’t 
mean much to us personally, because we haven’t personally experienced the realities they express. Jesus, too, 
learned his people’s prayers --- like the beautiful Psalm 139: “Lord, you knew me in my mother’s womb, you 
know when I sit and when I stand with all my ways you are familiar.” But even after he learned what each 
word meant, he could not have incorporated such adult sentiments into his childish experience.  If we only say 
other people’s prayer, our prayers will remain childish. Other people’s prayers begin to make more sense to us 
when we empathize with their experience. As we experience similar things, their prayer becomes our prayer. 

We also have unique experiences that no one else has ever had or will have. When we talk with God about 
those experiences, our prayer becomes personal, unique, & one-of-a-kind. Abraham seems to have that kind 
of familiarity with God in his bargaining session in the genesis reading. Up close & personal. We develop that 
intimate conversation with God the way friends talk --- a secret language that remains a mystery to outsiders. 

For Jesus prayer was the intimate, life-long conversation with God that made it possible for him to discover 
that what was a general God to everyone else was to him a personal parent.  That discovery was the guiding 
star of Jesus from that moment on. Whether he ate or worked or slept or played, the breath of the Father was 
on his face. The will of his Father was his meat and drink, his very way of life. He always did what his Father 
wanted. And if he wasn’t quite sure what that was, he sneaked away to pray in search of that will. That preoc-
cupation with his Father never left Jesus for a single second all through his life. He died saying, “Into your 
hands, Father.” Praying is like the maturing process. Our relationship with God as parent or however you may 
image or picture God is very similar to how we mature as individual human beings.

When Jesus disciples go to him alone and asked Him for instructions on how to pray, I don’t believe they 
were asking for specific words or postures so much as they were asking for Christ’s attitude in prayer, his 
understanding of prayer. He didn’t teach a complicated technique. He didn’t offer an elaborate method of 
meditation. He did not give lots of words to recite. His message was simple: “When you pray say…”  The 
Lord’s prayer in Luke is very simple. It has only five short petitions.

First, we recognize God is in charge and God’s name is to be revered and God’s will be to be done. God is our 
King and not our bellhop. Second, Jesus tells us to ask for what we really need: enough bread for today, for-
giveness, and the ability to face the trial of each day or the trial of the Last Day. Prayer like this will never go 
unanswered, because it does not present God with an agenda or to come around to our way of thinking. 

We could never imagine Jesus saying that his prayers were not heard. Nor was it ever enough for Jesus --- nor 
is it ever enough for us --- to pray other people’s prayers. We have to create a private language to talk about 
our unique life-in-God. It was not enough for Jesus, nor is it enough for us, to pray to everybody’s God, a 
generic God. God has to be our God. GOD belongs to everyone, but Father belongs to you and me. Let’s get 
up close and personal.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH
NEW ORLEANS, LA JULY 24, 2022

Respect Life Focus:  Homelessness
Last chance to donate for 

“Blessing Bags” for the homeless.  

Needed items include:

 Non-perishable travel sized snacks: pretzels, fruit 
cups, dried fruit, trail mix, granola bars, 

cereal bars, cracker sandwiches, jif-to-go, tuna/
cracker packs, pudding cups, beef jerky, apple 

sauce, Small bottles of Gatorade etc. 

 Travel sized toiletries: toothpaste, toothbrush, deo-
dorant, wet wipes, combs

Update from 

St. Francois Xavier
Giles Haiti

The parish of St. François Xavier is doing well.  We 
are preparing 6 couples for a mission-wedding and 
we are preparing for the start of the school year in 
September.  God bless you!!! - Rev. Gary Ocgenor

St. Francis Parish School of Religion
Registration is now open for the 2022-23 Parish 
School of Religion. Classes are offered for K-10th 
grade students who do not attend Catholic school or 
are preparing for the sacraments of first commun-
ion or Confirmation. To register go to 
www.stfrancisuptown.com and click on 
“Registration Form” under the Religious Education 
tab at the top. For more information                
email:  schiapetta@stfrancisuptown.com

St. Francis of Assisi O.W.L.S. News
(Older.Wiser.Livelier.Saints)

We visited the New Orleans Museum of Art to see the 

Queen Nefertari Exhibit and enjoyed a delicious lunch 
in Café NOMA!  

Now accepting members age 55 and up!  

For more information, contact Melisa Rey 
504.227.3766 familylife@stfrancisuptown.com

Baptisms 
St. Francis of Assisi Church

Welcomes

Marc Phillippe Mouledoux

into the family of the 

Catholic Church

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp 
burns this week for 

Susan Benton 

Mass Intentions 

Second Collection Schedule 

August 14-Catholic Relief Services 
August 28-Parish Improvement &  

Maintenance 

Prayer Intentions 
Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Savannah Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Jennifer Siegrest 
Bondio, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Mary Chamber-
land, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, David 
Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, 
Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, 
Sandra Hill, Pat Jones, Gerry Keller, Leona Labat, Meredith 
Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann 
McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, 
Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, Joy Morton, Jay Occhipinti, 
Johnny Parker, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn, 
Carol Rodriguez, Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, 
Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert 
Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara 
Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Audu-
bon Retirement Village (Hainkel), Covenant & Poydras Homes & 
Lambeth House and patients of Children’s Hospital.  

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to heal 
every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of eve-
ry spiritual and bodily ill which afflicts 
them. Amen. 

A Stewardship Moment 

A prominent theme in today’s Gospel parable is 
generosity.  Late at night, a sleepy friend re-
sponds to his neighbor’s request for food for an 
unexpected guest.  Jesus suggests that it would 
be unthinkable for a friend to deny a friend in 
need.  A friend would most certainly give what is 
asked and more. Through this story, Jesus illus-
trates God’s generosity.  Good stewards realize 
the extraordinary love and graciousness with 
which God showers us.  We need never convince 
God to be generous.  God is already that gener-
ous friend.  His abundant love bathes us in good-
ness.  This week, prayerfully reflect on God’s gen-
erosity to us.  What should, our response be to 
that generosity?   

CHURCH SUPPORT 

YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH 

July 16 - 17, 2022 

1st Collection:          $ 4,804.00 
 (includes envelopes, loose, & e-giving) 

        Black & Native American Mission:      $ 2,979.00         

SATURDAY, JULY 23  4:00 p.m.  Lucille Mire McCann, 
Margaret “Butsy”, Ross, Rita T. Aucoin, Michael Rapier, 
Sid-ney A. Mills III, Henry Schorr, Eddie Elam 
SUNDAY, JULY 24 9:30 a.m. Betsie Melancon, Rita T. 
Aucoin, Sidney A. Mills, III, Paul T. Gillin 
11:30 a.m. Parishioners 
MONDAY, JULY 25 8:30 a.m. All Souls Book of 
Remembrance   
TUESDAY, JULY 26 6:00 p.m.   Paul Gillin 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 27  8:30 a.m. Doris V. Mire 
THURSDAY, JULY 28  8:30 a.m. Edward John O’Boyle  
FRIDAY, JULY 29  8:30 a.m. Claire Fonti Pelleteri 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 

      SUPPORT AND GENEROSITY 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Sunday  Gn 18:20-32; Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8; Col 2:12
-14; Lk 11:1-13

Monday 2Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126: 1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5,6;Mt 
20:20-28 

Tuesday Jer 14:17-22; Ps ; 79:8, 9, 11 & 13; Mt 13:36-
43 

Wednesday Jer 15:10, 16-21; Ps 59:2-3, 4, 10-11, 17, 18; 
Mt 13:44-46 

Thursday Jer 18:1-6; Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab; Mt 13:47-
53 

Friday Jer 26:1-9; Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14; Jn 11:19-27 

Saturday Jer 26:11-16, 24; Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34; 
Mt 14:1-12 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH
NEW ORLEANS, LA JULY 24, 2022

Retreat for Women Facing Infertility on Saturday, 
August 27 at St. Pius X 

Wherever you are on the path of infertility, we invite 
you to join us for reflections on different aspects of the 
infertility experience, to receive encouragement & 
some practical suggestions for strengthening your rela-
tionship with God & your spouse, & to pray and share 
community with others on this same path. 

Saturday, August 27 
St. Pius X Catholic, NOLA

9am - 3pm - Lunch & light breakfast provided 

Join us for Mass at 8am in Church 

Learn more and register at 
https://springsinthedesert.org/nola/ 

It is our honor to walk with you! 

Healing of the Heart 
Retreat—August 19-20

Open to men & women who are 
grieving a loss. Come & find the 
Hope to help & heal your heart.

Registration: Check-in: 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Friday.  
Regreat concludes about 5:00pm Saturday. Includes meals 
& accommodations. To register call 504-267-9604.Cost: 
$100. For financial assistance, contact Kim Gandolfi 504-
267-9600 or Jewell Bayhi 504-267-9601.

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2023 
YOUNG ADULT PILGRIMAGE 

The Archdiocese of New Orleans CYO / Youth & 
Young Adult Ministry Office is organizing a pilgrim-
age to Lisbon, Portugal from July 29 – August 7, 2023 
for young adults 18 years of age and over to attend the 
global World Youth Day celebration with Pope Fran-
cis. The pilgrimage will include a 1-day trip to the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima. For more information 
on pricing and other questions, please visit nolacatho-
lic.org/wyd2023 or e-mail yam@archno.org. 

“My heart is restless until it rests in you O God.”
St. Augustine

INTERESTED IN BECOMING 
CATHOLIC OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO 

IS OR JUST WANT TO LEARN MORE 
ABOUT THE CATHOLIC FAITH? 

All are welcome to attend an information session 
on Thursday, August 23rd OR August 30th  

at 7:00pm in the Parish Center. 

For more information or to register contact 
Deacon Tim Kettenring at 

deacontim@stfrancisuptown.com or 
Fr. Michael Schneller at 504.891.4479 or 

frmichael@stfrancisuptown.com

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) 
is the process for initiation into the Catholic 
Church and an opportunity for those interested in 
becoming Catholic to explore the life and teach-
ings of Christ through prayer, study, reflection, and 
community. 

Pregnant & parenting moms in need are IN our parish-
es & our neighborhoods. As Pope Francis reminds us, 
parishes need to be “islands of mercy in the midst of a 
sea of indifference.” Everyone in the parish community 
should know where to refer a pregnant/parenting wom-
an in need. Call our Parish Office if you or someone 
you know is in need of resources.  504.891.4479

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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