
We are a welcoming Christian community in New 
Orleans that is centered in the Eucharist. We are 
committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the 

traditions of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
dignity of human life. We are a family that strives to 
learn and share our faith by living the Beatitudes and 
by reconciling ourselves with God and one another. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

 Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
 Holy Days To Be Announced 
 Monday 8:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

 Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. 
 Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment 
 

In honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Tuesday 
following the 6:00 p.m. Mass. 

 
ADORATION 

Friday 9:00-10:00 am - In the Church 
 

INFANT BAPTISMS 
 Celebrated on the 4th Sunday of each month after the 

11:30 a.m. Mass excluding the season of Lent. First time 
parents and godparents are expected to participate in a 
bimonthly Baptism preparation seminar which may take 
place during pregnancy. Please contact the Parish Center 
for more information. 

 
 

 The policy of the Archdiocese requires a minimum six-
month preparation period for marriage, during which the 
couple meets with the priest or deacon and participates in 
the Archdiocesan marriage preparation program. 
Engaged couples should telephone the Parish Center no 
less than six months prior to the anticipated date of 
marriage for an appointment with the priest or deacon. 

 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 The parish priest is to be contacted before the family 

makes any arrangements with the funeral director. 
Family members are also asked to meet with the priest to 
prepare for the Funeral liturgy.

 
Uptown New Orleans 

631 State Street • New Orleans, LA 70118 
Office: 891-4479 • Fax: 891-4470 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
sfa@stfrancisuptown.com 
 facebook.com/sfauptown 

 



TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael 

When I was a kid one of the board games that my brothers & sister enjoyed playing was 
MONOPOLY. Did you know that 250 million of God's children have bought the game since 
it hit the market in 1935? So, it’s conceivable that God learned how to play Monopoly. 

Imagine that you are playing Monopoly with God. The point of the game is to use your play 
money to buy property on the board, trying all along to run your opponent broke by charging 
high rent when he or she lands on a spot you own. You roll the dice and take your turn. Off 
you go hoping you don't land in jail, acquiring property, buying houses, charging rent. But 
God always rolls the dice a little better and starts stockpiling the pricey property. Before you 
know it, God owns most of the board and you've landed on God's Boardwalk, with its most 
expensive rent. As you frantically count your pretend money, knowing you will fall short, 
God announces that you are the new owner of half of God's property. That's just the way 
God plays.

Among humans, mercy is the exception, not the rule. A good example is the public clamor in 
our country for the death penalty, even though our bishops, and Pope Francis and the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church have come out strongly against it in every imaginable case. 
Yet God is irrationally merciful. IMAGINE GOD'S MERCY.

In the gospel with the stories of the lost sheep, the lost coin & the lost son, Luke presents 
Jesus' response to the lost. What do these stories hold for Christians? First, no one is unim-
portant to the Church community. No one is ever so lost that they must not be found. Our 
tendency is to write off the lost one & be thankful we still have the 99-faithful sheep. Has it 
not been the religious practice to expel, excommunicate, shun, those who wander off, who 
do not stay with the 99? Luke's gospel consistently emphasizes the turnaround character of 
the kingdom, the turnabout or upside-down mode. That's the central mystery that infuriates 
many North Americans these days. Jesus is saying that one criminal---one lost sheep who is 
drawn back to sense---is worth more joy than people who never fall over cliffs or run into 
brambles. And that is hard to take. Steel prison doors & long sentences, lethal injections & 
maybe even discreet torture, would suit those who are lost rather than someone's diligent 
search to find them. And calling that the greater joy cannot be what God has imagined!

Second, God is like the unclean shepherd, the disenfranchised woman, the patsy father, all of 
whom look for lost ones. An embrace, a robe, a ring, sandals, & a feast with the fatted calf. 
That is not normal behavior for a patriarch who sees a wretched rascal of a son return. The 
elder son's reaction fits the norm. Divine justice & human justice have not had a happy histo-
ry of agreeing. Luke's Jesus is more concerned with finding & welcoming, than punishment. 

Third, the church is not a collection of perfect people pointing fingers at the sinner. Pascal 
once made this shrewd observation that goes like this: "There are only two kinds of people---
sinners who think they are saints, and saints who know they are sinners."  We see ourselves 
as a sinful yet holy people who welcome sinners, eat with sinners and pray with sinners. 

I offer you this biographical data that is so in line with Paul's experience recorded in 1 Timo-
thy. John Newton wrote the well-known hymn, Amazing Grace, as a sort of musical biog-
raphy. Although when he died he was the rector at a London church and a leading force in 
the evangelical Anglican movement, he had spent the first years of his life as a prodigal. 
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… Uptown Canticle Continued...

A deserter from the Royal Navy, a onetime slave and then a slave trader, Newton was graced with God's call, 
"Where are you?" while in the midst of a violent storm at sea. Fearing for his life, Newton cried out for mercy and 
when the storm abated, he began to turn toward the God who had been seeking him. Before he died, Newton com-
posed his own epitaph which read, "John Newton, Clerk, once an Infidel and Libertine, a Servant of Slaves in Afri-
ca, was by the Mercy of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Preserved, Restored, Pardoned and Appointed to 
Preach the Faith he had labored so long to destroy." 

Living the gospel is not like playing a game of Monopoly. Forgiveness is at the heart of the gospel, where the real-
life games we play in society and at home receive a new set of rules marked by mercy, forgiveness---even perhaps 
a bit of foolish, irrational love.

Mothers Prayers 

Wednesdays - 9:00 a.m. SFA Parish Center
Moms/Grandmas in every stage of parenting are 
welcome.  We offer a special welcome to women 

who have lost children to stillbirth/miscarriage and 
those without children who are essential to caring 

for others! Y’all come!

Contact: Melisa Rey 504.227.3766 or 
familylife@stfrancisuptown.com

St. Francis Parish School of Religion

PSR for K-10th grade students who do not attend 
Catholic school or are preparing for the sacraments of 
first Reconciliation, Eucharist or Confirmation begins 
on September 11th. Go to www.stfrancisuptown.com 
and click on “Registration Form” under the Religious 

Education tab at the top. 

For more information or to register email:  
schiappetta@stfrancisuptown.com

Begins at 10:30 
On the Rectory Lawn 

Live Music 
Barbeque 

Inflatables!  

Seating is Limited.  Register today.  

Cost is $50 per Couple 
Financial Assistance is Available

We are still in need of volunteers for 
set up and clean up!
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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 4:00 p.m. Nancy Clair 

McCann, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Rita T. Aucoin, Michael 

Rapier,  Jack Hartley, Henry Schorr,     
  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 9:30 a.m. Betsie Melancon,   

Rita T. Aucoin, Paul T. Gillen, Madison Bradley, Mary Greco 

Rolfs, Mary and Norman Choquette, The Intentions of Elda 

C. Hilario 

11:30 a.m. Parishioners 
 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 For Peace in the World 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13  ALL SOULS BOOK OF RE-

MEMBRANCE   
 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14  Lionel T. Catherine P.  

Hammock 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 Doretta Briede  
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 Ed O’Boyle 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp 
burns this week for 

 

Orlin R. Corey 

Mass Intentions 

 

 

Second Collection Schedule 
 
 

September 11 - Parish Building & Maintenance  
September 18—Catholic Communications Campaign 

Prayer Intentions 
Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Savannah Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Jennifer Siegrest 
Bondio, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Mary Chamber-
land, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, David 
Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, 
Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, 
Sandra Hill, Pat Jones, Gerry Keller, Leona Labat, Meredith 
Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann 
McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, 
Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, Joy Morton, Jay Occhipinti, 
Johnny Parker, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn, 
Carol Rodriguez, Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, 
Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert 
Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara 
Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Audu-
bon Retirement Village (Hainkel), Covenant & Poydras Homes & 
Lambeth House and patients of Children’s Hospital.  
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to heal 
every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of eve-
ry spiritual and bodily ill which afflicts 
them. Amen. 

 

A Stewardship Moment 
 
 

 

Among the primary themes in today’s Gospel 

when we hear Jesus’ well-known parable of the 

Prodigal Son is forgiveness and the need to re-

pent.  From a stewardship perspective what is al-

so interesting is one of the secondary themes:  the 

failure to use responsibly the gifts that have been 

so generously bestowed.  The youngest son who 

demanded his inheritance and left home broke no 

laws or religious commandments.  His wrongdoing 

was that he wasted his inherited wealth, the abun-

dant gifts given to him.  His sin was in his extrava-

gant living; squandering his gifts in pursuit of self-

ish pleasures.  Good stewards acknowledge that 

everything they have comes from God, and they 

are required to cultivate these gifts responsibly.  

What are our God-given gifts?  How do we use 

them responsibly?  How are we exercising good 

stewardship over them? 

 

CHURCH SUPPORT 
 
 

YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH 
 
 

September 3 - 4, 2022 
 

             Envelopes (21):                              $    668.00 
             Loose (19 Checks + Cash):            $ 3,060.00   
             E-Giving (33 Deposits):                 $ 2,343.00 
 

             Total:                                             $ 6,071.00   
 
 

 

              THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED  

                        SUPPORT AND GENEROSITY   

 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Sunday Ex 32:7-11, 13-14; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19; 1 Tm 1:12-
17; Lk 15:1-32 or Lk 15:1-10 
 
 

Monday 1 Cor 11:17-26, 33; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17; Lk 7:1-10 
 
 

Tuesday 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Lk 7:11-17 
 
 

Wednesday Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38; Ph 1 2:6-
11; Jn 3:13-17 
 
 

Thursday 1 Cor 15:1-11; Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28; Lk 2:33-35 
 
 

Friday 1 Cor 15:12-20; Ps; 17:1bcd, 6-7,8b & 15; Lk 8:1-3 
 
 

Saturday 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Ps; 56:10c-12, 13-14; LK 8:4-15 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH
NEW ORLEANS, LA SEPTEMBER 11, 2022

Christ in the City 
Young adults in their late teens, 20s,& 30s, are invited 
to attend a monthly evening of Eucharistic Adoration. 
Tuesdays beginning at 7:00 PM, with a social hour to 
follow: September 13, October 4, November 8. 
Notre Dame Seminary Chapel (2901 S. Carrollton Av-
enue, New Orleans) Archbishop Aymond will be the
presider on September 13th . For more info, contact 
James Behan, yam@arch-no.org. 

Blessing of the Pets

Saturday - October 1st

9:00 am

Rectory Lawn

Refreshments will be served

Titular Solemnity of 

St. Francis of Assisi

Tuesday, October 4th

Following 6:00 p.m. mass

A reception will follow on the rectory lawn
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