
We are a welcoming Christian community in New 
Orleans that is centered in the Eucharist. We are 
committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the 

traditions of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
dignity of human life. We are a family that strives to 
learn and share our faith by living the Beatitudes and 
by reconciling ourselves with God and one another. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

 Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
 Holy Days To Be Announced 
 Monday 8:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

 Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. 
 Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment 
 

In honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Tuesday 
following the 6:00 p.m. Mass. 

 
ADORATION 

Friday 9:00-10:00 am - In the Church 
 

INFANT BAPTISMS 
 Celebrated on the 4th Sunday of each month after the 

11:30 a.m. Mass excluding the season of Lent. First time 
parents and godparents are expected to participate in a 
bimonthly Baptism preparation seminar which may take 
place during pregnancy. Please contact the Parish Center 
for more information. 

 
 

 The policy of the Archdiocese requires a minimum six-
month preparation period for marriage, during which the 
couple meets with the priest or deacon and participates in 
the Archdiocesan marriage preparation program. 
Engaged couples should telephone the Parish Center no 
less than six months prior to the anticipated date of 
marriage for an appointment with the priest or deacon. 

 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 The parish priest is to be contacted before the family 

makes any arrangements with the funeral director. 
Family members are also asked to meet with the priest to 
prepare for the Funeral liturgy.

 
Uptown New Orleans 

631 State Street • New Orleans, LA 70118 
Office: 891-4479 • Fax: 891-4470 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
sfa@stfrancisuptown.com 
 facebook.com/sfauptown 

 



 
TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

 

Did it all start in the caves of our earliest ancestors and their sign language? Or was it in the Wild West where 
cowboys ‘branded’ their cattle? Or did Josiah Wedgewood invent the modern concept of branding when he 
marked his tableware to command a premium in the 17th century? From the very early days a branded good has 
bestowed a certain aura of sophistication or status on its user. Many points of view define the origins of 
“branding”. But in the widest sense branding is as old as we people are. Branding serves our human need for 
connection as well as distinction.  
 
St. Francis of Assisi was a man who was “branded” with the marks of the passion and death of Jesus Christ. He 
was the first recorded stigmatic in Christian history. This mystical encounter with Jesus is captured in this photo 
of the stained-glass window in our church. Stigmata is a term used by our Catholic faith to describe bodily 
marks, sores, or sensations of pain in locations corresponding to the crucifix-
ion wounds of Jesus Christ, such as the hands, wrists, and feet. The term origi-
nates from the line we read in Saint Paul's Letter to the Galatians where he 
says, "I bear the brand marks of Jesus in my body. (6:17)" 
 
In 1224, two years before his death, Francis embarked on a journey to Mt. La 
Verna for a forty day fast. One morning near the feast of the Exaltation of the 
Cross, a six-winged angel allegedly appeared to Francis while he prayed. As 
the angel approached, Francis could see that the angel was crucified. He was 
humbled by the sight. His heart was filled with elation joined by pain and suf-
fering. When the angel departed, Francis was purportedly left with wounds in 
his hands, feet, and side as if caused by the same lance that pierced Christ’s 
side. The image of nail marks immediately appeared in his hands and feet, and 
the wound in his side often seeped blood. The stigmata was a mark of distinc-
tion and connection to Jesus Christ. Marks were also sometimes branded on a 
slave’s body to show that he was owned by someone else. St. Paul’s scars 
were the marks of divine ownership that proved he truly belonged to Jesus 
Christ.  
 
St. Francis of Assisi besides being the patron saint of Italy, he is patron of 
ecologists. We see his love for creation reflected in another of the stained-
glass window in our church. Monday, October 3 launches “World Habitat 
Day”. This annual celebration on the first Monday of October call us to reflect 
on the state of human settlements, the state of our towns and cities and peo-
ple’s basic right to adequate and sufficient shelter. World Habitat Day reminds 
us that we are responsible for the habitat of future generations.  
 

“The Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head”. We all have the power to shape the future of our cities and 
towns. Quite naturally we savor a home, a place to stay, a nest or a man-cave. There is something quite awful 
about being displaced or about starting all over. We all want a place to rest our heads. Affordable Housing is a 
very hot topic nationally for our City. Saint Francis of Assisi and Pope Francis would approve. In the Canticle of 
the Creatures, St. Francis of Assisi praises God for the delightful family he has enjoyed in the creatures he calls 
Sir Brother Sun, Sister Moon, Brother Wind, Sister Water, and Brother Fire. His prayer for Sister Earth includes 
praise for the one who “sustains and governs us, and who produces varied fruits with colored flowers and 
herbs.”  
 
Across the modern world today we have witnessed an increased interest in the art of tattoo. Sometimes tattoos 
are symbols of ownership. Through our baptism and confirmation, we bare the brand marks of Jesus Christ. 
How do those marks manifest themselves in your life these days? Reflecting on the healed yet visible wounds of 
the Risen Christ, we see that even our most difficult trials can be placed where God manifests his victory. He 
makes all things beautiful. He makes all things new. He is always with us.   
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Titular Solemnity of  St. 
Francis of Assisi 

 

Tuesday, October 4th 
Following 6:00 p.m. mass 

 
 A catered meal will follow on the 

rectory lawn 

Blessing of the Pets 

 

Saturday - October 1st 

9:00 am 

Rectory Lawn 

Refreshments will be served 

Baptisms  

St. Francis of Assisi Church Welcomes 
 

 

Jackson Robert Talbot 

Elizabeth Claire Simon 

Catherine Jane Hebert 
 

into the family of the Catholic Church 

Uptown Canticle continued... 
 
Jesus promised his presence when he gave the disciples the commission: Go and mark the world with my 
presence. He gave the same mission to St. Francis when he told him to “Rebuild my church”. He gives the 
same mission to each of us:  Go. Go by your hands and feet and follow him wherever he wants us to go. 
 

On Tuesday, October 4 we will celebrate the Titular Solemnity of our Parish St. Francis of Assisi at the 
6:00 PM Mass with a reception to follow on the front lawn of the rectory. This year the Interfaith Office 
of Justice and Peace, Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese will sponsor in our church an evening pray-
er service on Monday, October 3 at 6:00 pm marking the conclusion of the Season of Creation and the 
Transitus, the Passing of St. Francis of Assisi into Eternal Rest.  Please join us. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

SATURDAY, October 1 4:00 pm  Lucille Mire McCann, 

Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Rita T. Aucoin, Michael Rapier, 

Henry Schorr, Luis & Flora Marino, Pat McIntyre, For the 

Intentions of Rosie Chavez 
 

SUNDAY, October 2 9:30 am  Parishioners 
 

11:30 am  Betsie Melancon, Rita T. Aucoin, Ellen Beach 

Ruiz, Paul T. Gillin, Madison Bradley, Mary Greco Rolfs, 

Domingo Mateo Correa 
 

MONDAY, October 3 All Souls Book of Remembrance 
 

TUESDAY, October 4 May Beach 
 

WEDNESDAY, October 5 Sandra M.F. Folse 
 

THURSDAY, October 6 Myrna Cicero LeBlanc 
 

FRIDAY, October 7 Lionel T. & Catherine. P. Hammock 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp 
burns this week for 

 

Betsie Melancon 

Mass Intentions 

 

 

 

 Second Collection Schedule 
 
 

October 9 - Parish Building & Maintenance  
October 23 - World Mission Sunday 

 

Prayer Intentions 
Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Savannah Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Jennifer Siegrest 
Bondio, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Mary Chamber-
land, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, David 
Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, 
Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, 
Sandra Hill, Pat Jones, Gerry Keller, Leona Labat, Meredith 
Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann 
McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, 
Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, Joy Morton, Jay Occhipinti, 
Johnny Parker, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn, 
Carol Rodriguez, Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, 
Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert 
Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara 
Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Audu-
bon Retirement Village (Hainkel), Covenant & Poydras Homes & 
Lambeth House and patients of Children’s Hospital.  
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to heal 
every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of eve-
ry spiritual and bodily ill which afflicts 
them. Amen. 

 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

 

We begin life totally dependent on our parents and 
guardians.  Some of us continue to expect others to 
do for us long after we are more than capable of do-
ing for ourselves.  When a father was asked by one 
of his children to do something he would tell them, 
“Move your legs, then your arms, and wiggle your 
fingers.”  Then he would tell them “You look capable 
of doing it yourself.”  When they really needed help, 
he was there for them.  In today’s Gospel, the disci-
ples asked Jesus to “Increase our faith.”  He tells 
them, and us to “Move your legs, your arms and 
wiggle your fingers.”  He is teaching us that we have 
the gift of faith from God, but we must use our head 
and heart to grow in faith.  He cannot do for us what 
only we can do for ourselves.  A wise sage said, 
“God gave us two ends to use, one to think and one 
to sit.  Success depends on which we use, heads 
we win, tails we lose.”  God has given us the gifts of 
life, intelligence, reason and free will.  How do we 
use those gifts to increase our faith in God?  Or do 
we just sit there? 

 

CHURCH SUPPORT 
 
 

YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH 
 
 
 
 
 

September 24 - 25, 2022 
 
 
  

      Envelopes (28):                                     $ 1,226.00   
      Loose (30 Checks + Cash):                   $ 3,059.00   
      E-Giving (29 Deposits):                        $ 1,128.00  
 

      Total:                                                    $ 5,413.00 
 
 

 
 

 

              THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED  

                        SUPPORT AND GENEROSITY   

 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Sunday Hab 1:2-3; 2:2-4; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; 2 Tm 1:6-8, 
13-14; Lk 17:5-10 
 

Monday Gal 1:6-12; PS 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 & 10c; Lk 10:25-37 
 

Tuesday Gal 1:13-24; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15; Lk 
10:38-42 
 

Wednesday Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Lk 11:1-4 
 

Thursday Gal 3:1-5; Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75; Lk 11:5-13 
 

Friday Gal 3:7-14; PS 111:1B-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 11:15-26 
 

Saturday  Gal 3:22-29; Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 11:27-28 
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