
We are a welcoming Christian community in New 
Orleans that is centered in the Eucharist. We are 
committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the 

traditions of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
dignity of human life. We are a family that strives to 
learn and share our faith by living the Beatitudes and 
by reconciling ourselves with God and one another. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

 Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
 Holy Days To Be Announced 
 Monday 8:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

 Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. 
 Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment 
 

In honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Tuesday 
following the 6:00 p.m. Mass. 

 
ADORATION 

Friday 9:00-10:00 am - In the Church 
 

INFANT BAPTISMS 
 Celebrated on the 4th Sunday of each month after the 

11:30 a.m. Mass excluding the season of Lent. First time 
parents and godparents are expected to participate in a 
bimonthly Baptism preparation seminar which may take 
place during pregnancy. Please contact the Parish Center 
for more information. 

 
 

 The policy of the Archdiocese requires a minimum six-
month preparation period for marriage, during which the 
couple meets with the priest or deacon and participates in 
the Archdiocesan marriage preparation program. 
Engaged couples should telephone the Parish Center no 
less than six months prior to the anticipated date of 
marriage for an appointment with the priest or deacon. 

 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 The parish priest is to be contacted before the family 

makes any arrangements with the funeral director. 
Family members are also asked to meet with the priest to 
prepare for the Funeral liturgy.

 
Uptown New Orleans 

631 State Street • New Orleans, LA 70118 
Office: 891-4479 • Fax: 891-4470 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
sfa@stfrancisuptown.com 
 facebook.com/sfauptown 

 



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael 

"The Peaceable Kingdom.” That is the title of a print by the German-born illustrator Fritz Eichen-
berg. Edward Hicks, a Quaker also painted “The Peaceable Kingdom.” These are just two of the 
many artistic representations of the oft-quoted passage from Isaiah we hear this weekend. We see 
animals that are natural enemies sitting together peacefully under the widespread branches of a 
sheltering tree: a lion, a bear, a cheetah, a wolf, a snake, along with lambs, a rabbit and a small 
child in their midst. When we consider the reality of the world of which we are a part, we might 
wonder: Is this scene of Isaiah merely a fanciful myth? An impossible dream? Or might it be a 
vision of our future, promised by God?

As we watch the events happening in the world we realize how far we are from The Peaceable 
Kingdom. The war in the Ukraine rages on. We hear the breaking news of the murders of  Father 
Otis Young and his former pastoral associate in sleepy Covington. Patience is a hard virtue to 
hold on to. Just ask any child as Christmas draws near. Patience can be a painful virtue to exer-
cise.

We must remember that a prophecy like Isaiah depicting such peaceful tranquility is meant as 
characterizations of future times, not descriptions of present reality. Isaiah envisions a future king 
who will be filled with the spirit of the Lord and whose rule will establish peace. When Isaiah 
prophesied the rule of Emmanuel, he was speaking to a people who had been ravaged by their As-
syrian enemies. In their pride they had been brought low, felled like lofty cedars. The prophet 
paints a picture of reconciliation and peace. Is this an example of denial, or of unrealistic opti-
mism? On the contrary, Isaiah is reminding the people that real peace comes from God.

Under the rule of Emmanuel, God’s creatures will no longer be divided into predators and prey. 
Wolfish nations will not attack those less powerful than themselves. Corporations will no longer 
prowl like lions ready to feast on the poor. Bear-like neighbors will not flaunt their power but use 
it to make peace. 

Paul’s words to the Romans might well be addressed to us today: “Whatever was written previ-
ously [the passage from Isaiah] was written for your instruction, that by endurance and by the en-
couragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” Hope for what? Surely more than merely the 
coming of Christmas. We know that Advent is a time set aside for us to remember that God is in-
deed “God-with-us.” The conviction of God’s presence in our midst is the grounding for the 
peace of which we speak at Christmas, the peace for which we all so earnestly yearn.

If peace is of God, do we simply wait patiently for God to give it? By no means. The words of 
John the Baptist are loud and clear today: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 
“Repent” comes from the Greek root for metánoia, a change of mind and heart. What might we 
want more time to repent of? What good might we regret not having done? 

The peaceable kingdom of God for which we long may require that we put an ax to resentments 
and biases that are rooted in our hearts. We may have to winnow our greed and overindulgence. 
We may have to burn the chaff of our impatience. Only then will the wolf and the lamb, the leop-
ard and the kid, the calf and the lion, the child and the cobra find rest under the widespread 
branches of a sheltering tree in THE PEACEABLE KINGDOM! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH
NEW ORLEANS, LA DECEMBER  04, 2022 

St. Francis of Assisi has partnered with Hallow this Ad-
vent to provide every parishioner FREE access to all of 
Hallow’s prayer content - including the Advent #Pray25 
Challenge: Journey through Salvation History featuring 

the cast of ‘The Chosen’. Hallow includes over 5,000 au-
dio-guided sessions designed to help you grow closer to 

God and develop a daily habit of prayer.  

Hallow Plus includes prayers for kids and families, re-
sources for mental health, meditations for sleep, seasonal 

music, multiple languages (including Spanish,
Portuguese, and Polish!) daily trivia, podcast-style courses 
to learn more about faith, and more! Register today by se-

lecting our parish here: Hallow.com/holyday.

This year, content is available via the app or on a desktop, 
laptop or tablet!

Solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception

of the  Blessed Virgin Mary

Mass Schedule   (Holy Day of Obligation) 

Thursday, December 8th   8:30am & 6:00pm
Because Fr. Michael will be out of town, 

there will be No Vigil  Mass

St. Francis of Assisi Nativity Play 

Saturday, December 17th

5:30 pm

following the 4:00pm vigil mass. 

Contact Shelly for more info 
schiappetta@stfrancisuptown.com

The Parish Office will 
be closed in 

observance of the Feast 
of the Immaculate 

Conception on 
Thursday, 

December 8, 2022. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

 

SATURDAY, December 3 4:00pm  Nancy Clair McCann, 
Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Rita T. Aucoin, Michael Rapier, 
Luis & Flora Marino, Pat McIntyre, Henry Schorr, The In-
tentions of Hattie Duncan, The Intentions of Sue Grady 
 

SUNDAY, December 4 9:30am  Parishioners 
 

11:30am  Betsie Melancon, Kristin McCall Rivers, Rita T. 
Aucoin, Madison Bradley, Jose Luis Escobar, John Russo, 
In Thanksgiving to the Blessed Mother 
 

MONDAY, December 5  All Souls Book of Remembrance 
 

TUESDAY, December 6  Ferd Schaff, III 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 7  Dale Dean Gilliam 
 

THURSDAY, December 8  8:30am  Parishioners 
          6:00pm  Margaret Favret 
 

FRIDAY, December 9  Sandra M.F. Folse 
 

     Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp 
burns this week for 

 
 

Betsie Melancon 

Mass Intentions 

 

Prayer Intentions 
Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Savannah Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Jennifer Siegrest 
Bondio, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Mary Chamber-
land, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, David 
Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, 
Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, 
Sandra Hill, Pat Jones, Gerry Keller, Leona Labat, Meredith 
Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann 
McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, 
Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, Joy Morton, Jay Occhipinti, 
Johnny Parker, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn, 
Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia 
Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, 
Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil 
Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Audubon Retirement Vil-
lage (Hainkel), Covenant & Poydras Homes & Lambeth House 
and patients of Children’s Hospital.  
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to heal 
every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of eve-
ry spiritual and bodily ill which afflicts 
them. Amen. 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

 

In today’s Gospel reading John the Baptist warns 
his listeners:  “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven 
is at hand!”  The Church’s yearly Advent herald is 
a call to repentance.  The season of Advent urges 
us to be open to a conversion of heart.  Christian 
stewards heed this call daily, and take the need 
for conversion in their lives seriously.  As a family 
of faith, do we hear this call to conversion amidst 
the massive holiday spending?  The increase in 
credit card debt?  The urge to buy things that are 
not necessary?  The incivility on the roadways 
during the holidays?  What patterns in our own 
lives need to be converted? 

 

CHURCH SUPPORT 
 

YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH 
 

NOVEMBER 19-20, 2022 
 Envelopes (26)                            $ 1,070.00  

 Loose (28 Checks + Cash)               $ 2,141.37 
 E-Giving (35 Deposits)          $ 1,735.00 
 Total:             $ 4,946.37 
 

Special Collection 
 Catholic Campaign for Human Development 

$1,539.45 
 

NOVEMBER 26-27, 2022 
 Envelopes (33)           $ 1,490.00 
 Loose (20 Checks + Cash)               $ 1,470.75 
 E-Giving (26 Deposits)                    $    893.00 
 Total:             $ 3,853.75 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Sunday Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Rom 15:4-9; Mt  
               3:1-12 
 

Monday Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab & 10, 11-12, 13-14; Lk 5:17-26 
 

Tuesday Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-2, 3 & 10ac, 11-12, 13; Mt 18:12-14 
 

Wednesday   Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 & 10; Mt 11:28-30 
 

Thursday   Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11- 
                    12; Lk 1:26-38 
 

Friday     Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6; Mt 11:16-19 
 

Saturday    Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac & 3b, 15-16, 18-19; Mt  
                    17:9a, 10-13       

Special Collections 
 

December 10/11 - Retirement Fund for Religious  
 

December 17/18 - Building and Maintenance Fund 
 

December 24/25 - Christmas Contribution -   
                              Archdiocesan Ministries & Clergy 
                              Welfare 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH
NEW ORLEANS, LA DECEMBER  04, 2022 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Friday Mornings 9:00 -

10:00am

In Church following 8:30am mass

Register call 504.227.3766
$10 suggested donation.  

Matthew 25 

Angel Tree Ministry

Trees decorated with angel orna-
ments are located at the doors of 
the church. Each ornament will 
provide information necessary to 
purchase a gift for a needy person 
in our area. 

Please be sure to sign up on the 
logs near each tree so we know 
who is bringing each set of gifts.  

We kindly ask you to make sure 
all gifts are wrapped, marked with 
the number from the ornament. 
Please return the ifts to the  
church or Parish Center no later 
than the weekend of December 
10th & 11th.

Thank you for your generosity during 
IGiveCatholic 2022 as we look forward to this 
beautiful addition to our historic church!  If 
you still need to make a contribution, dona-
tions can be dropped off to the parish office.  

Please join us in pray-
er on the celebration 
of the Patron Saint’s 
feast day of our sister 

parish in Haiti, 
St. Francois Xavier.

(December 3)

Update from St. Francois Xavier

Extreme prices for food, gas & necessities have 
propelled them into even deeper extreme pov-

erty, though they’ve managed to open their 
school showing steadfast commitment to edu-

cate their youth.  

St. Francois Xavier, pray for us. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA 
 

DECEMBER  04, 2022  
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