
We are a welcoming Christian community in New 
Orleans that is centered in the Eucharist. We are 
committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the 

traditions of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
dignity of human life. We are a family that strives to 
learn and share our faith by living the Beatitudes and 
by reconciling ourselves with God and one another. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

 Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
 Holy Days To Be Announced 
 Monday 8:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

 Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. 
 Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment 
 

In honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Tuesday 
following the 6:00 p.m. Mass. 

 
ADORATION 

Friday 9:00-10:00 am - In the Church 
 

INFANT BAPTISMS 
 Celebrated on the 4th Sunday of each month after the 

11:30 a.m. Mass excluding the season of Lent. First time 
parents and godparents are expected to participate in a 
bimonthly Baptism preparation seminar which may take 
place during pregnancy. Please contact the Parish Center 
for more information. 

 
 

 The policy of the Archdiocese requires a minimum six-
month preparation period for marriage, during which the 
couple meets with the priest or deacon and participates in 
the Archdiocesan marriage preparation program. 
Engaged couples should telephone the Parish Center no 
less than six months prior to the anticipated date of 
marriage for an appointment with the priest or deacon. 

 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 The parish priest is to be contacted before the family 

makes any arrangements with the funeral director. 
Family members are also asked to meet with the priest to 
prepare for the Funeral liturgy.

 
Uptown New Orleans 

631 State Street • New Orleans, LA 70118 
Office: 891-4479 • Fax: 891-4470 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
sfa@stfrancisuptown.com 
 facebook.com/sfauptown 

 



 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

Do we live in communities or in collections of isolated houses? To find an answer, Peter Lovenheim did what any normal Ameri-
can suburb-dweller would do: He asked his neighbors if he could sleep at their houses. Yes, that’s right. He requested that he be 
able to spend the night with them, to get to know them better. Although his daughter yelled, “Dad, you’re crazy,” a surprising 
number of neighbors agreed to his request. You can read the results in his book In the Neighborhood: The Search for Community 
on an American Street, One Sleepover at a Time. 
 

His book was occasioned by a horrible tragedy . Over twenty years ago three doors down from his house in a well-to-do suburb of 
Rochester, New York, a neighbor had shot and killed his wife and then himself. Their two young children had escaped, running 
screaming into the night. 
 

Lovenheim was shocked — not only by these violent deaths but by how little true community existed in his suburban neighbor-
hood. He knew the family only slightly, not nearly well enough to sense that trouble was brewing. Soon a “For Sale” sign ap-
peared in front of the house where the killings had occurred, but everything else remained the same. He writes in his book “A fam-
ily had vanished, yet the impact on our neighborhood was slight”. He asked himself, “How could that be? Did I live in a commu-
nity or just in a house on a street surrounded by people whose lives were entirely separate?” 
 

A similar situation existed about 2,022 years ago, when God surveyed the scene on earth and saw violence and isolation in every 
nation, race and culture. The human neighborhood was fractured then — just as it is now — with people separated from God and 
alienated from each other. God decided to do what no one ever expected a divine being to do: Sleep over. 
 

As the story in the gospel of Matthew begins, an angel, a messenger from God, comes into the neighborhood to a sleeping man 
named Joseph and speaks to him in a dream. He lets Joseph know that Mary’s child is a gift of God and that this baby, to be named 
Jesus, will save his people from their sins. Jesus will rescue us from everything that can destroy or divide us. In particular, the sins 
that shatter our relationships with God and neighbor. Matthew realizes that God isn’t simply coming for one isolated sleepover, in 
a visit from an angel to a sleeping man. No, God is moving in with us, permanently. Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us, now and 
forever! 
 

Do you have trouble with your neighbors? You know the ones with: parties that run loud and late, Out-of-control flower-trampling 
kids, no respect for neighborhood speed limits. Their lawns are neglected all summer. They either ignore us or gossip about us, 
never lifting a finger to help us. Neighbors can be a pain. 
 

As bad as relationships between people can be, is our relationship with God just as problematic? We indulge our selfish desires. 
Trample the Lord’s commandments. And drive fast through life without thinking of the consequences. We neglect Jesus’ teachings 
and don’t put effort into building a truly Christian community. We either ignore God or take his name in vain, rarely lifting a fin-
ger to advance God’s will in the world. From the Lord’s perspective, each of us can be a pain. 
 

Despite this, God wants to move in with us, get to know us better and repair the broken relationships that continue to plague us. 
God breaks through the divine-human barrier in Jesus. And he challenges us to break through human to human barriers as well.  
 

Why does God want to be with us? Simply put, the object of all love is union. God has a thing for us.  Actively, willingly, God 
desires to be with us and cannot do otherwise but seek union. God comes to us as Emmanuel, God with us, because God wants to 
be In the Neighborhood. 
 

God discovers some of the same things that Lovenheim uncovers when he packs up his overnight bag and walks over to his neigh-
bor’s house for a sleepover. First, a great number of people today are terribly lonely and don’t know how to make connections. 
The second discovery a “sleepover God” would make today is that most people are overscheduled and awfully busy, but still their 
lives are empty. Working hard to make a living, raising children, pursuing advanced degrees, participating in sports leagues, put-
ting time into hobbies. All these activities have value, but when you put them all together you end up with a frantic and discon-
nected life.  
 

Into the middle of this frenzy, God sends a baby.  And babies, we all know, can slow us down and redirect us. Joseph received a 
WAKE UP CALL and stopped his plan to dismiss Mary. He needed to wake up to what was going on around him. What are the 
Wake Up Calls you have had in your life? 
           ...Continued on Next page...  
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Fr. Michael Schneller, Deacon Tim Kettenring & the Pastoral Staff invite you to celebrate the 

Holidays with us at the masses of your choice

St. Francis of Assisi has partnered with Hallow this Advent to provide every parishioner FREE access to all of 
Hallow’s prayer content - including the Advent #Pray25 Challenge: Journey through Salvation History featuring 
the cast of ‘The Chosen’. Hallow includes over 5,000 audio-guided sessions designed to help you grow closer to 

God and develop a daily habit of prayer.  

Hallow Plus includes prayers for kids and families, resources for mental health, meditations for sleep, seasonal 
music, multiple languages (including Spanish, Portuguese, and Polish!) daily trivia, podcast-style courses to learn 

more about faith, and more! Register today by selecting our parish here: Hallow.com/holyday.

SILVER WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Sunday, March 26th at 3:00 p.m. at St. Joseph Church, 
New Orleans. The prayer service will honor couples 
who are celebrating or have recently celebrated their 
25th wedding anniversary. The celebration is open to 
couples married between 1993 - 1998. To register, 
please contact the parish office before Tuesday, January 
17th. 

RETROUVAILLE FOR 
TROUBLED MARRIAGES 

To help & support married couples in difficulties. 
Sponsored by the Catholic Church, Retrouvaille is    
open to couples of all faiths. It has proven helpful to 
couples who are troubled & stressed, or if the rela-
tionship has grown cold & distant. The Retreat is 
January 13-15, Email retrouvaillenola@gmail.com 
or visit www.helpourmarriage.org or registration.  

The Solemnity of Mary the Holy Mother of God

Vigil Saturday, December 31,  4:00 p.m.

Sunday, January 1 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.

The Epiphany of the Lord

Vigil on Saturday, January 7   4:00 p.m.

Sunday, January 8, 2023 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.

The Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord

Vigil on Saturday, December 24,
4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m. & 10:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 25  9:30 a.m.

… Continued   

The great challenge of Christmas is to slow down and to refocus on the fullness of life that comes from following this child by 
loving the Lord our God, loving our neighbors as ourselves and going out to make disciples of all nations. We can’t avoid our 
neighbors when we focus on Jesus and walk in his way. After all, we can’t practice love or discipleship in isolation. 

Jesus gives us the Eucharist as the sign that God has moved in with us, to get to know us better and repair our broken relationships. 
That’s just another good reason to welcome The God Who Sleeps Over.
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Church Sanctuary 

Lamp 
 
 

Our Church Sanctuary 
Lamp burns this week for  

 

Reverend Jimmy 

Jeanfreau 

Mass Intentions 

 

Prayer Intentions 
Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Savannah Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Jennifer Siegrest 
Bondio, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Mary Chamber-
land, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, David 
Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, 
Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, 
Sandra Hill, Pat Jones, Gerry Keller, Leona Labat, Meredith 
Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann 
McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, 
Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, Joy Morton, Jay Occhipinti, 
Johnny Parker, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn, 
Wayne Pietri, Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred 
Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert Schwab, 
Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, 
Deacon Wil Toups, Lee Wallace, Nancy Williams, Residents of 
Audubon Retirement Village (Hainkel), Covenant & Poydras 
Homes & Lambeth House and patients of Children’s Hospital.  
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to heal 
every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of eve-
ry spiritual and bodily ill which afflicts 
them. Amen. 

 
A Stewardship Moment 

 
 

 

In today’s Gospel we hear of the coming of Em-
manuel, “God is with us.”  We celebrate three 
Advents:  the birth of Christ, his Second Com-
ing, and his presence in the world today.  Our 
daily lives are attended by God’s presence.  In-
deed, “God is with us.”  The Good News of 
Christ’s Incarnation is that we are the sign, the 
“sacrament,” of Christ’s presence in the world.  
People are supposed to see us, see how we 
love one anther, see how we treat the stranger 
among us, see how we give comfort to the poor 
and afflicted, and share the Good News with 
joy.  They see how good stewards are the light 
of Christ.  And there can be no possible re-
sponse except to say:  “God is here!” 

 

CHURCH SUPPORT 
 

YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH 

 
December 10-11, 2022 

 
 Envelopes (17)                            $    885.00 

 Loose (20 Checks + Cash)               $ 4,641.00  
 E-Giving (35 Deposits)          $ 2,158.00 
 Total:             $ 7,684.00 
 
 

Special Collections 
 
 
             Retirement Fund for Religious       $ 2,395.00 
 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Sunday Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 
 

Monday Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25 
 

Tuesday Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38 
 

Wednesday Sg 2:8-14; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45 
 

Thursday 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; Lk 1:46-56 
 

Friday Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9,10 & 14; Lk 1:57-66 
 

Saturday 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14 a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 & 29; 
Lk1:67-79 

 

SATURDAY, December 17 - Nancy Clair McCann, 
Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Rita T. Aucoin, Michael Ra-
pier, Henry Schorr, Madison Bradley, Theresa Spe-
ziale 
 

SUNDAY, December 18 9:30am - Parishioners 
 

11:30am - Betsie Melancon, Gideon P. Serpas, Jr., 
Rita T. Aucoin, Madison Bradley, Liam McDuff, Jose 
Luis Escobar 
 

MONDAY, December 19 - All Souls Book of Re-
membrance 
 

TUESDAY, December 20 - Nancy Clair  McCann 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 21 - Warren H. Prados  
 

THURSDAY, December 22 - Myrna Cicero LeBlanc 
 

FRIDAY, December 23 - Paul T. Gillen  
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CHRISTMAS  FLOWER  
OFFERINGS 

 
               

 

                REQUESTED BY:                                IN MEMORY/HONOR OF: 
 
 

Mr. & Mrs. C. David Blamphin …………………………………….……………………………………………..……………………………….Anderson/Toner Families 

Mr. & Mrs. Jobe Boucvalt…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………….Francis and Bernice Fulton 

Mr. & Mrs. Adam Buras…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..The Buras Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Castle………………,,,,…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Beverly & Joe S. Castle 

Mr. & Mrs. David Doll ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...The Doll Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Hammet…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………The Hammet Family 

Miss Sandra Hartley…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Jack & Valerie Brewster Hartley 

Mr. & Mrs. Phillips Johnston………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..The Johnston Family 

Dr. Paul Melancon…………………………………….…………...….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Betsie Melancon 

Mr. & Mrs. Phillips Johnston………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..The Johnston Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Allen Pertuit ………………………………………………………………………….………………………...Mimi Pertuit & Melvin Bouquet “Doc”  

Mrs. Margaret Rosenfeld …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..The McVeigh & Rosenfeld Families  

Mr. & Mrs. Francis Scanlan……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..The Scanlan Family                          

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Smith…………………………………..………………….……………………………………………...Brigitte Vandevoorde and Dilda Graves 

Mrs. Albert Stall, Sr. ……………………………..……………...……………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………….The Stall Family 

Mr. James Thompson……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….The Thompson Family 

Mr. Paul Vetter…………………………………….…………………….....…………………………………………………………………………………The Norman H. Vetter Family 

Mr. Norton Widsom…..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...The Wisdom Family 

Mrs. Norman Woods…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………...The  Escobar & Woods Families 
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