
We are a welcoming Christian community in New 
Orleans that is centered in the Eucharist. We are 
committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the 

traditions of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
dignity of human life. We are a family that strives to 
learn and share our faith by living the Beatitudes and 
by reconciling ourselves with God and one another. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

 Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
 Holy Days To Be Announced 
 Monday 8:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

 Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. 
 Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment 
 

In honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Tuesday 
following the 6:00 p.m. Mass. 

 
ADORATION 

Friday 9:00-10:00 am - In the Church 
 

INFANT BAPTISMS 
 Celebrated on the 4th Sunday of each month after the 

11:30 a.m. Mass. First time parents and godparents are 
expected to participate in a bimonthly Baptism 
preparation seminar which may take place during 
pregnancy. Please contact the Parish Center for more 
information. 

 
 

 The policy of the Archdiocese requires a minimum six-
month preparation period for marriage, during which the 
couple meets with the priest or deacon and participates in 
the Archdiocesan marriage preparation program. 
Engaged couples should telephone the Parish Center no 
less than six months prior to the anticipated date of 
marriage for an appointment with the priest or deacon. 

 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 The parish priest is to be contacted before the family 

makes any arrangements with the funeral director. 
Family members are also asked to meet with the priest to 
prepare for the Funeral liturgy.

 
Uptown New Orleans 

631 State Street • New Orleans, LA 70118 
Office: 891-4479 • Fax: 891-4470 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
sfa@stfrancisuptown.com 
 facebook.com/sfauptown 

 



SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael 

Most of us, if not all, are familiar with the works of Italian Renaissance artist Michelangelo (1475-1564).   
When he was in his 70’s he wrote a letter to his nephew Lionardo about his great achievements as a 
sculptor, painter and poet. He said “Many believe — and I believe — I have been designated by God 
for this work. In spite of my old age, I do not want to give it up; I work out of love of God in whom I 
put all my hope.” 

Michelangelo regarded his service to the church and the community as a vocation and not merely a job 
or yet another commission. He approached each work with reverence and humility, seeking to discover 
rather than create. As he sculpted, he claimed that he was uncovering a figure that already existed in the 
marble. He was not chiseling it or molding it according to his own set plan but setting it free to be 
whatever God intended it to be. When the great artist was at work, he wore a lighted candle fastened on 
a cap over his forehead so that no shadow of himself might fall upon the marble or the canvas.

These small vignettes about Michelangelo when taken in conjunction with today’s scriptures encourage 
in us a deeper appreciation of the truths they continue to teach us about God, about our vocations of 
marriage, priesthood religious or single life as our call to service.

Like the servant featured in the prophet Isaiah, like Paul (1 Cor) and like John the Baptizer, who speaks 
in today’s Gospel, Michelangelo understood that his role and his contributions were God-inspired and 
God-sustained. If he was great, it was God’s greatness reflected in him. If he, like the servant, brought 
light to others, it was God’s light shining through him that enabled others to find their way. Like John 
the Baptizer, Michelangelo knew that his work, however great it was and however much it was ac-
claimed, paled in comparison to the saving work of God in Christ.

The Italian artist always set a high standard and put forth his best effort in all he did. He once said, 
“The greatest danger for most of us lies not in setting our aim too high and falling short, but in setting 
our aim too low and achieving our mark.” Like all of us, however, Michelangelo was not without pride. 
Once, in a fit of rage when he heard a pilgrim to Rome credit one of his pietas to sculptor Christoforo 
Solari, Michelangelo took hammer and chisel and carved the following inscription on Mary’s sash: Michel 
Angelus Bonaratus Florent Facibat (“Michelangelo Buonarroti, Florentine, made this”). Later, he regretted 
his pride and his anger and never signed any of his other works. He remained content to let his work 
and his service speak for itself.

In Michelangelo’s approach to his work, and in the humility of Isaiah and Paul, John and Jesus, our ef-
forts for others and our service to the Gospel should have a liberating quality. Allowing others not to be 
limited or encumbered by our efforts is to them to become their best selves. 

As parents, teacher, mentor, pastor, friends and relatives, we are all called to extend our good influence 
to others in an attempt to guide and inspire, but not to control, constrain or manipulate in any way. The 
sacred scriptures challenge us today to aspire to a level of service that prefers to affirm rather than at-
tack, to offer encouragement rather than critique, and to continue to hope rather than despair. Taking 
our cue from Isaiah, Paul, and John the Baptizer, we should make sure that the only horn we toot is the 
one that renders authentic witness to Jesus Christ so that other recognize him in us. 

(Uptown Canticle … Continued on next page) 
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
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JANUARY 15, 2023  

 

 
 
 

Widowed? Separated? Divorced?  
Peer grief resolution for separated, divorced and 
widowed persons, and children of these losses  

One weekend … All the difference. Learn more 
about Beginning Experience of New Orleans.  Con-
tact Rhonda Lodriguss at (504) 452-8756 or Rlodri-

guss@cox.net or contact President, Melanie Tri-
marco at (630) 589-2813 or mbtri-

marco@yahoo.com.  

 (Uptown Canticle … Continued)  
John the Baptist confesses in the gospel “I did not recognize him.” For some, “seeing Christ in others” is just “church talk,” dif-
ficult or even impossible to practice in “real life.” If an agnostic or a religious seeker asked you, “Where can I find this Jesus 
Christ today,” how would you respond?  
 

What about us seeing Christ in others, would that change us? Have you seen Christ in someone sacrificing him or herself in order 
to help others? When have you seen Christ in someone who needed help, respect, guidance?  
Jesus identified himself with the needy (Matt 25:35-40). He challenges us even to love our enemies.  
Seeing Christ in others is not a naive sentimentalism toward every human being, even those who seek to destroy us.  
The greatest challenge to “seeing Christ in others” is to treat everyone with respect and dignity even if their actions don’t warrant 
it. Christ sometimes comes offering help and comfort (e.g., physicians, attorneys working pro bono), and sometimes needing 
help and comfort (e.g., the poor, the disadvantaged, the elderly).  
 

The greeting Namaste originated in India and Nepal. It literally means, “I bow to you.” The greeting is a recognition of the divine 
spark in another person. Let us bow to one another out of recognition of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 

Magnificat, Metairie Chapter is sponsoring a Day of 
Prayer and Reflection on Friday, 1/20/23, beginning 
with Mass at 9 am and ending at 3 pm at Our Lady of 
Divine Providence Catholic Church in Metairie, 
LA.  Our presenter is Denise Beyer, a bold, gifted and 
very informed teacher/speaker endowed and empow-
ered with the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Registra-
tion:  $30 (including lunch) by check to Jane Margavio, 
306A Ormond Meadows Dr., Destrehan, LA 70047, 
(504) 884-6152. 

Join the St. Francis of Assisi  O.W.L.S. for our  
  

Mardi Gras Flower Workshop and King Cake Party!  
 

Thursday, January 19th at 9:30 
(Parish Center)  

Come Make beautiful Mardi Gras flowers again! 
 

The cost of this workshop is $15 to cover the cost of the materials.  

 Space is limited, so please rsvp to Melisa Rey  
504.227.3766 or familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 

 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:familylife@stfrancisuptown.com


 SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
Our Church Sanctuary Lamp 

burns this week for 

Betsie Melancon 

 

Prayer Intentions 
Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Savannah Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Jennifer Siegrest 
Bondio, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Mary Chamber-
land, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, David 
Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, 
Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, 
Sandra Hill, Pat Jones, Gerry Keller, Leona Labat, Meredith 
Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann 
McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, 
Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, Joy Morton, Jay Occhipinti, 
Johnny Parker, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn, 
Wayne Pietri, Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred 
Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert Schwab, 
Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, 
Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of Audubon Re-
tirement Village (Hainkel), Covenant & Poydras Homes & Lam-
beth House and patients of Children’s Hospital.  
 
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to heal 
every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of eve-
ry spiritual and bodily ill which afflicts 
them. Amen. 

 

CHURCH SUPPORT 
 
 

December 31, 2022 - January 1, 2023 
 

       Envelopes (48)                          $  9,048.00   
       Loose (19)                                  $  3,526.00   
       E-Giving (34)             $  5,048.00    

       TOTAL                          $17,622.00   
 

 

January 7 - 8, 2022 
 

       Envelopes (27)             $   1,247.00  
       Loose (22)              $   3,918.50 
       E-Giving (31)                                                $   1,288.00 
 

      TOTAL             $  6,453.50
   

Special Collection 
 

       Building & Maintenance Fund            $  1,430.75      
 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED  
GENEROSITY AND  SUPPORT 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Sunday Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10; 1 Cor1:1-3; Jn1:29-34 
 

Monday  Heb 5:1-10; Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4; Mk 2:18-22 
 

Tuesday  Heb 6:10-20; Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9 & 10c; Mk 2:23-28 
 

Wednesday  Heb 7:1-3, 15-17; Ps 110: 1, 2, 3, 4; Mk 3:1-6 
 

Thursday  Heb 7:25‑ ‑ 8:6; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17; Mk 3:7-12 
 

Friday  Heb 8:6-13; Ps 85:8 & 10, 11-12, 13-14; Mk 3:13-19 
 

Saturday  Heb 9:2-3, 11-14; Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 3:20-21 

Mass Intentions 
 

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY  14  4:00pm  Henry Schorr, 
Betsie Melancon, Rita T. Aucoin, For the Intentions of 
Olivia Campbell 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 15   9:30am  Parishioners 
 

11:30am   Jose Luis, Escobar, Megan McKay, Betsie 
Melancon, Rita T. Aucoin, The Intentions of Olivia Camp-
bell 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 16  All Souls Book of Remem-
brance 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17  Mary Alice McKay 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18  Denise Para Bostic 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19  Mitchel Barry 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20  Isabelle Fodor 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

 

In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist shows us how 
what we do and say reveals to others what we re-
ally believe.  He has a clear sense of who he is 
and who he is not, and by his life’s work he gives 
testimony to God’s active presence in people’s 
lives.  He challenges us to examine how our ac-
tions reveal our attitudes, testify to our beliefs and 
show how those beliefs reveal our true selves to 
others.  Good stewards of their faith are aware of 
the sort of God they reveal to the world by their 
words and actions.  How do our acts witness to a 
God who takes away that which alienates people 
from God and each other?  How do our actions 
truly reveal God’s presence in the world today? 

 

Special Collections 
 
 

 

 January 29 - Catholic Schools Collection 
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH
NEW ORLEANS, LA JANUARY 15, 2023 

Pregnant & parenting moms in need are IN our parishes. Pope Fran-
cis reminds us, “Parishes need to be “islands of mercy in the midst 

of a sea of indifference.” 

Everyone in the parish community should know where to refer a pregnant or parenting woman in need. 

Resources for Moms in need:
Catholic Charities Pregnancy Services — (formerly “ACCESS” Pregnancy Centers) offers free pregnancy 
support services at 3 locations in Metairie, Kenner, & Gretna. Provides Free Ultrasounds! Has a diaper bank & 
gives out baby items/clothes. accesspregnancy.com 504-885-1141 4200 S I-10 Service Rd. W Ste 124, Metairie 

Women’s New Life Clinic Provides an array of professional and medical services including pregnancy support, 
abortion pill reversal and women’s healthcare. 4612 S. Claiborne Ave. New Orleans 504-831-3117 wom-
ensnewlife.com  Provides Free Ultrasounds! 

Daughters of Charity Health Centers Several locations across archdiocese. dchcno.org 

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 19348 N 4th St. Covington 985.893.4281 Provides Free Ultrasounds! 

Community Center for Life 539 Lafayette St. Gretna 504-227-9090 Provides Free Ultrasounds! 

Restoration House 101 S. Spruce St. Hammond 70403 985-542-0492 Provides Free Ultrasounds! 

Celebrate Life Ministries 2225 Pleasure St. New Orleans 70122 504-281-4624 

Crisis Pregnancy Help Center 550 Gause Blvd Ste B Slidell 985-643-4357 Provides Free Ultrasounds! 

Every parishioner has FREE access to all of Hal-

low Plus’s prayer content - from now  until Easter!   
Hallow includes over 5,000 audio-guided ses-
sions designed to help you grow closer to God 

and develop a daily habit of prayer.  

Hallow Plus includes prayers for kids & families, re-
sources for mental health, meditations for sleep, sea-

sonal music, daily trivia, podcast-style courses to learn 
more about faith & more! 

Register today by scanning this QR code 

or selecting our parish here: 

Hallow.com/holyday.

SILVER WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 

The Office of Marriage & Family Life is pleased to 
announce: the Annual Silver Wedding Anniversary 
Celebration will be held on Sunday, March 26, 2023 at 
3:00 p.m. at St. Joseph Church, New Orleans. This 
prayer service will honor couples who are celebrating 
or have recently celebrated their twenty-fifth wedding 
anniversary. The celebration is open to couples mar-
ried between 1993 - 1998. To register, please contact 
the parish office before Tuesday, January 17, 2023. 
504.891.4479.  

St. Francis of Assisi Parish

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Friday Mornings 

9:00 - 10:00am

In Church following 8:30am mass

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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