
We are a welcoming Christian community in New 
Orleans that is centered in the Eucharist. We are 
committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the 

traditions of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
dignity of human life. We are a family that strives to 
learn and share our faith by living the Beatitudes and 
by reconciling ourselves with God and one another. 

 

 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
 Holy Days To Be Announced 
 Monday 8:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

 Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. 
 Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment 
 

In honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Tuesday 
following the 6:00 p.m. Mass. 

 
ADORATION 

Friday 9:00-10:00 am - In the Church 
 

INFANT BAPTISMS 
 Celebrated on the 4th Sunday of each month after the 

11:30 a.m. Mass. First time parents and godparents are 
expected to participate in a bimonthly Baptism 
preparation seminar which may take place during 
pregnancy. Please contact the Parish Center for more 
information. 

 
 

 The policy of the Archdiocese requires a minimum six-
month preparation period for marriage, during which the 
couple meets with the priest or deacon and participates in 
the Archdiocesan marriage preparation program. 
Engaged couples should telephone the Parish Center no 
less than six months prior to the anticipated date of 
marriage for an appointment with the priest or deacon. 

 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 The parish priest is to be contacted before the family 

makes any arrangements with the funeral director. 
Family members are also asked to meet with the priest to 
prepare for the Funeral liturgy.

 
Uptown New Orleans 

631 State Street • New Orleans, LA 70118 
Office: 891-4479 • Fax: 891-4470 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
sfa@stfrancisuptown.com 
 facebook.com/sfauptown 

 



FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael 

Do you think Christianity has been a success or failure? Has the whole Christian thing, the fire of the 
Spirit, the preaching of the gospel & all the rest, slowed down, died out, lost its influence on individ-
uals & society? In language borrowed from the gospel today, has the salt lost its flavor? Is the light
prevailing against the darkness?

It would seem obvious that we are going somewhere and still very much alive. After all, the total 
number of Christians in the world is over 2.2 billion. In the United States, the Catholic population 
has grown by about 2 million people in 10 years. With nearly 62 million people, it continues to con-
stitute the largest religious body in 36 U.S. states, according to the latest religion-focused survey for 
America’s congregations. These numbers raise the unsettling question, are we making a differ-
ence? Is society notably different because Christians are a part of it? 

When Christianity began to spread around the Mediterranean world, more than one pagan made the 
remark we have heard so often, “See how Christians love one another.”  In the beginning it was true: 
Christians did love one another. In the 2nd century, two Roman intellectuals---TATIAN and JUS-
TIN—decided to join the new Christian sect. Leaving behind the Roman pagan gods & mystery 
cults. The reason they gave was the ethical lives of Christians. They lived according to a standard of 
goodness that commanded admiration—brought converts. They did make a difference. 

Back to the original question: even though church attendance has declined why is there not a greater 
impact on American society? We know we are salt and light. We are called to make a qualitative 
difference, not just one of numbers. And at least in terms of American society, we are failing. Just 
consider two major social problems. This first is the widening gap between the rich and the poor. 
One evidence that it is getting worse is the startling number of people who are homeless and who are 
also employed. We can witness the number of homeless living in tents along the down and up ramps 
at the intersection of Tchoupitoulas Street and the Crescent City Connection bridge. The other great 
rift in American society is the racial division in America. We’ve known that for a long time? But 
what have we done about it?  Are we making a difference?

Christianity is a world religion; what difference are we making in the world? As we move further 
into this second millennium of Christianity, how will people look upon this century? Are we drown-
ing in cynicism about whether humanity will achieve peace, justice & greater equality?

Isaiah links the fortunes of the nation to the way it treats the least fortunate of its people: once again, 
it is a contemporary message. It matters deeply what happens to people. That concept is basic to our 
belief in God. It is only as that concept permeates the society in which we live that the world will 
become better. That is what we are here to do. That is our job as believers.

We are the ones who will change the world, one person at a time beginning with ourselves. But we 
also change it by changing the conditions in which people live, and where children grow, and how 
young people learn, and the lives to which they aspire. We can only do that by working to integrate 
the human values implanted by our religious faith into the fabric of the society in which we live. In-
fluencing and changing the human condition is something we can all do. We all have a part in it. It 
happens through what we say and do, and by what we choose not to do. 

Jesus calls his disciples to make a difference---to be salt & light, cities on a hill, lamps that are not 
hidden under bushels. His teachings that we call the Sermon on the Mount in the gospel of Matthew 
was not a single sermon— it was a collection of teachings on how to make one’s faith in God touch 
everyday life. It is a small set of instructions and guidelines on practical religion. The Sermon on the 
Mount is a description of Christian spirituality. Spirituality is the way we make sense of life; it is our 
attitude toward life. The images Jesus uses portrays the style of the life of the believer.

Let’s shake the salt for a moment. In ancient time salt was of such a value that it was a medium of 
trade, exchange. Workers worked for salt, which could then be exchanged for other things of value. 
The saying, “He’s not worth his salt,” and our word “salary” comes from that ancient source. Jesus 
speaks of its most distinctive quality, its taste. Are we worth our salt? Do we have a distinctive quali-
ty in the way we practice our religious faith? Faith changes things. It changes situations and people. 
It can change relationships and communities. Dare we believe that it can change the world? 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH
NEW ORLEANS, LA FEBRUARY 5, 2023 

St. Francis of Assisi  O.W.L.S.

Mardi Gras Flower Workshop was a huge success!  

Blessing of the Throats 

In honor of the Feast of 
St. Blaise, the Blessing of throats 
will be given after the Masses on

Saturday, February 4 &
Sunday, February 5. 

St. Francis of Assisi  O.W.L.S.
(Older.Wiser.Livelier.Saints)

February Outing: Fair Grounds Race Course 

THURSDAY, February 9th 11:30 am

Cost - $40.00 (admission, 
brochure, Lunch, tax & gratuity)

Contact Melisa Rey to Register by 
Monday, February 6th 504.227.3766

Due to a very generous donor, I have two free 
passes to this outing so please contact me if you 

would like to use one.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp 
burns this week for 

Poor Souls in Purgatory 

Prayer Intentions 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Savannah Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, 
Jennifer Siegrest Bondio, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, 
Mary Chamberland, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy 
Dermady, David Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier, 
Mildred Flynn, Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, 
Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William 
Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig 
Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, Jeff Mitchener, 
Joy Morton, Jay Occhipinti, Johnny Parker, Paige Peterson, 
Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn, Wayne Pietri, Nedine Rende, 
Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin 
Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha 
Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy 
Williams, Residents of Audubon Retirement Village (Hainkel), 
Covenant & Poydras Homes & Lambeth House and patients of 
Children’s Hospital.  

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to heal 
every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of eve-
ry spiritual and bodily ill which 
afflicts them.  Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT 

January 28 - 29, 2023 

  Envelopes (27)  $  1,232.00 
 Loose (22)        $  2,497.90 
E-Giving (30)  $     978.00 

TOTAL  $ 4,707.90 

Special Collection 

 Catholic Schools Collection  $ 1,656.25 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
GENEROSITY AND  SUPPORT 

   WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Sunday      Is 58:7-10; Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Cor 2:1-5; Mt 5:13-16 

Monday     Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 & 12, 24 & 35c; Mk 6:53-56 

Tuesday   Gn 1:20—2:4a; 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 7:1-13 

Wednesday  Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28, 29bc-30; Mk 
 7:14-23 

Thursday    Gn 2:18-25; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Mk 7:24-30 

Friday     Gn 3:1-8; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7; Mk 7:31-37 

Saturday     Gn 3:9-24; Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13; Mk 8:1-10 

Mass Intentions 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4 4:00pm Henry Schorr, 
Luis & Flora Martinez, Blake Whalen Encalarde, Rita T. 
Aucoin, Carmen Thompson Cox, Cynthia Gilmore 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5  9:30am Parishioners 
11:30am Jose Luis Escobar, Art Sterling, Betsie Melan-
con, Rita T. Aucoin, Carmen Thompson Cox 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6  All Souls Book of Remem-
brance 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7  Carmen Thompson Cox  

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8  Carmen Thompson Cox 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9  Carmen Thompson Cox 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10  Melvin Rogers 

A Stewardship Moment 

In this weekend’s readings and psalm, the prevailing 
theme is that of light:  We are the light of the world; 
our light breaks forth like the dawn; our light shines 
in the darkness; our light reflects generosity and jus-
tice.  Good stewards know they are the lamp, and 
Christ is the flame that, through them, illuminates the 
earth.  They know that they carry Christ’s light in 
their hearts, and let it shine through their words and 
deeds.  What are we doing to shine Christ’s light on 
the hungry, the homeless and others most in need of 
God’s mercy?  How do we exercise good steward-
ship over the light of Christ that burns within each of 
us? 

Special Collections 

February 4-5  Building & Maintenance Fund 
February 25-26 Arch Catholic Charities 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH
NEW ORLEANS, LA FEBRUARY 5, 2023 

Annulment Writing Workshop

Saturday, February 11, 18, & 25, 2023 
9:00 am - 12 Noon

St. Clement of Rome Parish Center 
(4317 Richland Avenue, Metairie)

Cost: $25.00

For more information please call the Office of Marriage 
and Family Life at 504-861-6243. 

"As Christ Loved The Church"
2023 Archdiocese of New Orleans Men’s Conference

March 4, 2023 | 8:30 - 3:00
St. Catherine of Siena, Metairie

Register below:

https://nolacatholicfla.re fox.com/2023-ano-mens-
conference-as-christ-loved-the-church

Archbishop Aymond 
will preside on Tues-
day, February 7th at 7 
PM at Notre Dame 
Seminary Chapel 2901 
S. Carrollton 
Ave. Christ in the 
City is the monthly 
evening of Eucharistic 
Adoration for young 

adults in their late teens, 20s, & 30s, sponsored 
by the CYO/Youth & Young Adult Ministry Of-
fice.  It is our hope that the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation will be available as well. Following the 
event, a social hour will be held at the Archbish-
op's Residence. For more information, please 
contact James Behan, Associate Director for 
Young Adult Ministry and Marriage and Family 
Life, at yam@arch-no.org.

LIVE THE LOVE 
Luncheon

Are you widowed or divorced? 

The Archdiocese of New Orleans 
Retreat Center invites you to enjoy 

a Valentine’s Lunch on Tuesday, February 14, 
2023 following their noon Mass. Space is lim-
ited, so please register today at neworle-

ansretreats.com or by calling 504-267-9604.

Every parishioner has FREE access to all of Hal-

low Plus’s prayer content - until Easter!   

Register today by scanning this QR code 
or selecting our parish here: 

Hallow.com/holyday.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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