
We are a welcoming Christian community in New 
Orleans that is centered in the Eucharist. We are 
committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the 

traditions of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
dignity of human life. We are a family that strives to 
learn and share our faith by living the Beatitudes and 
by reconciling ourselves with God and one another. 

 

 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
 Holy Days To Be Announced 
 Monday 8:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

 Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. 
 Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment 
 

In honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Tuesday 
following the 6:00 p.m. Mass. 

 
ADORATION 

Friday 9:00-10:00 am - In the Church 
 

INFANT BAPTISMS 
 Celebrated on the 4th Sunday of each month after the 

11:30 a.m. Mass. First time parents and godparents are 
expected to participate in a bimonthly Baptism 
preparation seminar which may take place during 
pregnancy. Please contact the Parish Center for more 
information. 

 
 

 The policy of the Archdiocese requires a minimum six-
month preparation period for marriage, during which the 
couple meets with the priest or deacon and participates in 
the Archdiocesan marriage preparation program. 
Engaged couples should telephone the Parish Center no 
less than six months prior to the anticipated date of 
marriage for an appointment with the priest or deacon. 

 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 The parish priest is to be contacted before the family 

makes any arrangements with the funeral director. 
Family members are also asked to meet with the priest to 
prepare for the Funeral liturgy.

 
Uptown New Orleans 

631 State Street • New Orleans, LA 70118 
Office: 891-4479 • Fax: 891-4470 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
sfa@stfrancisuptown.com 
 facebook.com/sfauptown 

 



SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael 

Melvin Lazarus was an American cartoonist best known as the creator of two comic strips, Miss Peach 
and Momma. In his comic strip Miss Peach, a young boy told Miss Peach that what frightened him most 
in life is the realization that “my future is in the hands of a hopelessly incompetent fool… namely me!”

A debate concerning free will and an internalization of the law forms the backdrop for today’s scriptures. 
Jesus speaks about the meaning and significance of the law. TORAH -translated means teaching, instruc-
tion intended to promote the holiness and wholeness of each believer while binding him/her even more 
closely to God. Jesus ben Sira points out that the people to whom God reveals his loving will are not co-
erced but are free in their response to him. In Matthew, Jesus explains his role with regard to the Torah 
and calls his disciples to a radicalized internalization of the law which goes beyond the letter to the very 
heart of and intention of it. 

Ben Sira focuses on the human ability to choose, his passionate testimony for free will and human ac-
countability. If we do wrong we are responsible because we could have chosen otherwise. We are as Sar-
tre put it, “condemned to be free.” Some psychologists minimize that freedom and encourage their clients 
to blame parents and early childhood influences for the bad choices they make. It is true that our back-
ground influences our choices, sometimes making it more difficult to choose the good. When we see we 
have made a bad choice own up to it. When we admit that we’ve done wrong, we are simply recognizing 
that we are wiser today than we were yesterday. 

As interpreter of the law Jesus tells his followers to go beyond and beneath the letter to the spirit. He con-
fronts the “old way” of living one’s life within the fences of specific prohibitions with the “new way” of 
applying to one’s moral choices the inner guiding principle of love. 

Hebrew scripture, for example, prohibited murder. Jesus challenges his followers to go beyond the surface 
of the forbidden action to the psychological motivation that might induce an action – such as anger or ha-
tred. When someone hurts us, Jesus challenges us to think not in terms of revenge but of reconciliation. 

In speaking about divorce Jesus expresses his concern for the rights of women. He is clear that women are 
not property to be passed around. As with all New Testament teachings on divorce, a pastoral word to 
couples whose marriages are disintegrating or have disintegrated: God’s ultimate will is never for a person 
to remain in deathly situations. Jesus’ teachings exhort reconciliation but also appreciate the reality that 
choosing life may sometimes mean removing oneself from unreasonable circumstances. 

Jesus says our speech should be true and simple at all times and require no special oaths for veracity. If we 
want to follow Jesus we must take responsibility for the things we say and in general communicate to oth-
ers in our spoken and written word and even image. This is not merely about oaths. This is about lan-
guage, about speaking the truth, about exercising restraint and using language responsibly because we are 
ultimately accountable for the actions of others who believe what we say and turn words into action. This 
call for responsible use of language applies to everyone but especially to social media, TV and news com-
mentators and entertainers with a broad and vulnerable audience. Hate-mongering and racist remarks may 
be protected by free speech legislation but they are morally wrong and a sin.

Jesus expected more from his followers than simply living by the Torah. He exemplified an ideal of love 
that went far beyond the letter of the law. He did not preach freedom from the Law but freedom through 
understanding the inner spirit of the law. The Catechism of the Catholic Church quotes St. Augustine in 
writing about the Sermon on the Mount, we “will find there … the perfect way of the Christian life… the 
sermon contains all the precepts needed to shape one’s life.” What are the laws that you need to internalize 
in your life? 

Disciples must give more than an external obedience to the law. We must love God and our neighbor from 
the depth of our hearts. Only the light of the Holy Spirit can make us aware of the inner movements of our 
hearts. Let us now surrender ourselves with Jesus to the Father to obey God’s law in freedom of spirit. Eye 
has not seen, ear has not heard, nor has it entered into the heart what God has prepared for those who love 
him.
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 SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp 
burns this week for 

 

 Persecuted Christians 

 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Savannah Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, 
Jennifer Siegrest Bondio, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, 
Mary Chamberland, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy 
Dermady, David Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  
Mildred Flynn, Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, 
Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William 
Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig 
Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, Jeff Mitchener, 
Joy Morton, Jay Occhipinti, Johnny Parker, Paige Peterson, 
Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn, Wayne Pietri, Nedine Rende, 
Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin 
Roy, Emma Ryan, Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha 
Smith, Harriet Suarez, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy 
Williams, Residents of Audubon Retirement Village (Hainkel), 
Covenant & Poydras Homes & Lambeth House and patients of 
Children’s Hospital.  
 
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to heal 
every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of eve-
ry spiritual and bodily ill which afflicts 
them. Amen. 

 

CHURCH SUPPORT 
 
 

February 4-5, 2023 
 
 

       Envelopes (34)                           $ 2,707.00 
       Loose (25)                                  $22,546.00  
       E-Giving (39)             $ 2,858.00   

       TOTAL                          $28,111.00  
 
 
 

 

Special Collection 
 
 

       Improvement & Maintenance            $ 1,192.00 
 
 
 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED  
GENEROSITY AND  SUPPORT 

   WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
 

Sunday Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34; 1 Cor 
2:6-10; Mt 5:17-37 
Monday Gn 4:1-15,25;Ps 50:1 & 8, 16bc-17, 20-21; Mk 
8:11-13 
Tuesday Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10; Ps 29:1a & 2; 3ac-4, 3b & 9c-
10; Mk 8:41-21 
Wednesday Gn 8:6-13, 20-22; Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 18-19; 
Mk 8:22-26 
Thursday Gn 9:1-13; Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 & 22-23;Mk 
8:27-33 
Friday Gn 11:1-9;Ps 33:10-11, 12-13; 14-15; Mk 8:34—9:1 
Saturday Heb 11:1-7; Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 10-11; Mk 9:2-13 

Mass Intentions 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11 Henry Schorr, Denise Pa-
ra Bostic, Rita T. Aucoin, Elia Bittini, Cynthia Gilmore 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY  12  9:30am  Jose Luis Escobar, 
Betsie Melancon, Rita T. Aucoin, Carmen Thompson Cox, 
Maria Ayeste     

 

11:30am  Parishioners 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13 David D’Antoni 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 Lionel T. & Catherine P. 
Hammock 
 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15 Lionel T. & Catherine 
P. Hammock 
 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16 All Souls Book of Re-
membrance 
 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17 Claire Baehr Serpas 

 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

 

In today’s Gospel, part of his Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus does not speak of replacing the law 
of the Old Testament.  He goes beyond it.  He 
obliges his followers to work at being holier than 
even the strictest of Pharisees.  But the work is not 
accomplished by following a religious “law,” it re-
quires growing in love for other human beings.  
Followers of Jesus know they are required to be 
good stewards of others.  In what way will you ex-
ercise good stewardship over other people this 
week? 

Special Collections 
 
 

February 25-26 Catholic Charities, Arch NO 
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH
NEW ORLEANS, LA FEBRUARY 12, 2023 

Every parishioner has FREE access to all of 

Hallow Plus’s prayer content - until Easter!   

Hallow Plus includes prayers for kids & families, re-
sources for mental health, meditations for sleep, sea-

sonal music, daily trivia, podcast-style courses to learn 
more about faith & more! 

Register today by scanning this QR code or 

selecting our parish here: 
Hallow.com/holyday.

"As Christ Loved The Church"
2023 Archdiocese of New Orleans Men’s Conference

March 4, 2023 | 8:30 - 3:00
St. Catherine of Siena, Metairie

Register below:
https://nolacatholicfla.re fox.com/2023-ano-mens-

conference-as-christ-loved-the-church

LIVE THE LOVE Luncheon

Are you widowed or divorced? The Archdiocese 

of New Orleans Retreat Center invites you to 

enjoy a Valentine’s Lunch on Tuesday, February 

14, 2023 following their noon Mass. Space is 

limited, so please register today at neworle-

ansretreats.com or by calling 504-267-9604.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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