
We are a welcoming Christian community in New 
Orleans that is centered in the Eucharist. We are 
committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the 

traditions of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
dignity of human life. We are a family that strives to 
learn and share our faith by living the Beatitudes and 
by reconciling ourselves with God and one another. 

 

 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
 Holy Days To Be Announced 
 Monday 8:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

 Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. 
 Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment 
 

In honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Tuesday 
following the 6:00 p.m. Mass. 

 
ADORATION 

Friday 9:00-10:00 am - In the Church 
 

INFANT BAPTISMS 
 Celebrated on the 4th Sunday of each month after the 

11:30 a.m. Mass. First time parents and godparents are 
expected to participate in a bimonthly Baptism 
preparation seminar which may take place during 
pregnancy. Please contact the Parish Center for more 
information. 

 
 

 The policy of the Archdiocese requires a minimum six-
month preparation period for marriage, during which the 
couple meets with the priest or deacon and participates in 
the Archdiocesan marriage preparation program. 
Engaged couples should telephone the Parish Center no 
less than six months prior to the anticipated date of 
marriage for an appointment with the priest or deacon. 

 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 The parish priest is to be contacted before the family 

makes any arrangements with the funeral director. 
Family members are also asked to meet with the priest to 
prepare for the Funeral liturgy.

 
Uptown New Orleans 

631 State Street • New Orleans, LA 70118 
Office: 891-4479 • Fax: 891-4470 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
sfa@stfrancisuptown.com 
 facebook.com/sfauptown 

 



SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael 

THE WAY TO START A DAY is the title of a picture book by Byrd Baylor published in 1986. 
From cavemen, to the Aztecs, to the ancient Egyptians, Baylor Bird describes the ways that people 
throughout history and the world celebrated the dawn. In it she offers her readers a ritual for wel-
coming each day. Early in the morning, she says, just before the sun comes up, “Go outside and 
face east and greet the sun with some kind of blessing or chant or song that you made yourself and 
keep for early morning.” Ms. Baylor goes on to explain that as you watch the sun slowly rise 
above the horizon, know that you played a part in raising the sun and welcoming a new day.

I usually rise before sunrise. You won’t see me on the levee at the Fly welcoming the sun rise, but 
you may catch me picking up the Times Picayune New Orleans Advocate off the front lawn of the 
rectory. We all do have our rituals for rising and waking ourselves to a new day. And as a church 
we have rituals that help us greet a new season. 

This Ash Wednesday, we are once again into that special annual 40-day retreat called Lent. A pa-
rishioner whom I met on the parade route once told me she would not know its Lent if she hadn’t 
participated in Mardi Gras. In most places in the world Fat Tuesday is like any other day in the 
week. 

This time of spiritual renewal prepares catechumens for the sacraments of initiation into the 
Church at the Holy Saturday Easter Vigil and candidates for Reception into Full Communion of 
the Catholic Church. This year our parish is not blessed with the presence of catechumens and 
candidates among us. We will, however, offer our prayers, fasting and almsgiving for all those in 
our Archdiocese who are entering this period of purification and enlightenment. Lent is the time 
we look forward to the new life of Easter and spring. It is a time to look forward to new life in 
ourselves as well.

The word lent comes from an old Anglo-Saxon word lencten. It describes the gradual lengthening 
of daylight hours that signal the beginning of spring in the northern hemisphere. That’s an appro-
priate way to think about Lent. The new light and new life that come with the season of spring 
provide powerful symbols for this season of Lent.

The Ash Wednesday gospel from Matthew invites us to participate in Jesus’ teaching on the three 
central acts of religious practice among the Jews: almsgiving, prayer and fasting. These daily Len-
ten rituals give us pause to rethink our values, behaviors and priorities. 

Whatever rituals you participate in this Lent may they allow you to become the people God wants 
us to be. In this time of reexamination, we allow God to work within us, changing us, transform-
ing us. Sometimes we resist change, but God continually calls each of us to become a new person.

May this Lenten season be a day-by-day grace that opens up God’s love for you and your love for 
others. May you welcome each day of Lent in the spirit of Byrd Baylor’s suggestion, knowing that 
you are playing a part in welcoming new days, hailing the new life of Easter and helping the new 
life in yourself rise a bit more each new day. By the end this 40-day journey, may you be inspired 
to create your own song for the sunrise as we celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA 
 

FEBRUARY 19, 2023  

 

Parish Office Mardi Gras Schedule 
 

The Parish Office will close  

Friday, February 17th at Noon and will reopen on Ash Wednesday. 
 

We will celebrate Mass on  Monday,  February 20th at 8:30am  
 

There will be no Mass on Mardi Gras Day.  

 

Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday, February 22nd  

Mass Schedule 

8:30 a.m., 12 noon & 6:00 p.m.  
 

Ashes will be distributed after the  
homily at all of the Masses.  

 

Our parking lot is open before all Masses 

St. Francis of Assisi 
 

10th Annual  
 

Jazz Mass 
 

Sunday, February 19rd  

9:30 a.m. 

Due to the route of the Krewe of Thoth  

Parade, the 11:30 a.m. Mass on  

Sunday, February 19th is canceled. 

Free parking is available in the  

church parking lot.  
 

We pray that everyone stays safe  

during this Mardi Gras season. 

 

Friday’s during Lent the stations of 

the cross will be celebrated at  

6:30 pm in the Church. 

Stations of the Cross 
Fridays 6:30 pm 

Walking with Moms in Need  is a process through which Catholic parishes and communities 
"walk in the shoes" of local pregnant and parenting women in need.  Everyone should know how to 
help moms in difficult circumstances.  We  seek to find and share resources with pregnant and par-
enting women.  And where there are few local resources, we can create our own, based on the gifts of 
the parish community!  We hope you will join us in Walking with Moms in Need.   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



 SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp 
burns this week for 

 

Betsie Melancon 

 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Savannah Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Jennifer Siegrest 
Bondio, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Mary Chamber-
land, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, David 
Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, 
Cynthia Gilmore, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, 
Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, 
Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Dar-
nell Menasco, Veronica Merritt, Jeff Mitchener, Joy Morton, Jay 
Occhipinti, Johnny Parker, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Ste-
ven Philburn, Wayne Pietri, Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell 
Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, 
Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Sua-
rez, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents 
of Audubon Retirement Village (Hainkel), Covenant & Poydras 
Homes & Lambeth House and patients of Children’s Hospital.  
 
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to heal 
every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of eve-
ry spiritual and bodily ill which afflicts 
them. Amen. 

Mass Intentions 

Mass offerings are $5 each and are available 
for weekday Masses and weekend Masses - 
Saturday, 4 pm Vigil and Sunday 9:30am and 
11:30am (alternating weekends).  

For more information, please call the  
Parish Office (504) 891-4479. 

 

CHURCH SUPPORT 
 
 

February  11-12, 2023 
 
 

       Envelopes (28)                            $ 1,252.00 
       Loose (18)                                    $ 2,145.00  
       E-Giving (38)              $  1,678.00   

       TOTAL                          $ 5,075.00  
 
 
 

     

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED  
GENEROSITY AND  SUPPORT 

   WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
 

Sunday Lv 19:1-2, 17-18; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13; 1 Cor 
3:16-23; Mt 5:38-48 
 

Monday Sir 1:1-10; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; Mk 9:14-29 
 

Tuesday Sir 2:1-11; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40; Mk 9:30‑‑37 
 

Wednesday  Ash Wednesday Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-
13, 14 & 17; 2 Cor 5:20-6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
 

Thursday Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6; Lk 9:22-25 
 

Friday Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15 
 

Saturday Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 5:27-32 

Mass Intentions 
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18  Henry Schorr, Betsie 
Melancon, Rita T. Aucoin 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY  19   
9:30am  Parishioners 

11:30am  No Mass (Thoth Parade) 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20 Beth Beach 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 No Mass (Mardi Gras Day) 
 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22  
8:30am Mary Elizabeth Baehr 
12 noon Lionel T & Catherine P. Hammock 
6:00pm Parishioners 
 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23 All Souls Book of Re-
membrance  
 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24 Russell Bullock 

 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

Jesus continues his Sermon on the Mount turn-
ing his disciples’ way of thinking upside down.  
One of the lessons for the Christian steward in 
today’s Gospel is that we have a chance to help 
someone in need, we should be generous and 
give more than is expected of us.  Jesus went 
“the extra mile” for us.  How can we be more 
like Jesus and “go the extra mile” for others? 

Special Collections 
 
 

February 25-26 Catholic Charities, Arch NO 
 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH
NEW ORLEANS, LA FEBRUARY 19, 2023 

Every parishioner has FREE access to all of 

Hallow Plus’s prayer content - until Easter!   

Hallow Plus includes prayers for kids & families, re-
sources for mental health, meditations for sleep, sea-

sonal music, daily trivia, podcast-style courses to learn 
more about faith & more! 

Register today by scanning this QR code or 

selecting our parish here: 
Hallow.com/holyday.

"As Christ Loved The Church"
2023 Archdiocese of New Orleans Men’s Conference

March 4, 2023 | 8:30 - 3:00
St. Catherine of Siena, Metairie

Register below:
https://nolacatholicfla.re fox.com/2023-ano-mens-

conference-as-christ-loved-the-church

Golden Wedding 

Anniversary 

Celebration

The Office of Marriage and 
Family Life is pleased to an-
nounce the annual Golden 

Wedding Anniversary Celebration will be held on Sun-
day, June 25, 2023 at 3:00 p.m. at St. Philip Neri 
Church, Metairie. This prayer service will honor cou-
ples who are celebrating or have recently celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary. The celebration is 
open to couples married in 1973 or before. (To regis-
ter please contact your parish office before Tues-
day, March 7, 2023). Please Note: The Golden 
Wedding Anniversary Celebration is a prayer ser-
vice, not a Mass and will not fulfill the couple’s 
Sunday obligation. Couples should plan to attend 
Mass at their home parishes.

Order of St. Louis Medallion 

The Order of St. Louis Medallion is awarded to Catholic men and women for their 
many unselfish contributions of time and talent to the life of the parish. At this 
time, St. Francis of Assisi is accepting nominations of parishioners  who should be 
considered for this honor. If you would like to nominate anyone please contact the 
parish center at 891-4479 or sfa@stfrancisuptown.com.  

Deadline for nominations is March 1st.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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