
We are a welcoming Christian community in New 
Orleans that is centered in the Eucharist. We are 
committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the 

traditions of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
dignity of human life. We are a family that strives to 
learn and share our faith by living the Beatitudes and 
by reconciling ourselves with God and one another. 

 

 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
 Holy Days To Be Announced 
 Monday 8:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

 Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. 
 Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment 
 

In honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Tuesday 
following the 6:00 p.m. Mass. 

 
ADORATION 

Friday 9:00-10:00 am - In the Church 
 

INFANT BAPTISMS 
 Celebrated on the 4th Sunday of each month after the 

11:30 a.m. Mass. First time parents and godparents are 
expected to participate in a bimonthly Baptism 
preparation seminar which may take place during 
pregnancy. Please contact the Parish Center for more 
information. 

 
 

 The policy of the Archdiocese requires a minimum six-
month preparation period for marriage, during which the 
couple meets with the priest or deacon and participates in 
the Archdiocesan marriage preparation program. 
Engaged couples should telephone the Parish Center no 
less than six months prior to the anticipated date of 
marriage for an appointment with the priest or deacon. 

 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 The parish priest is to be contacted before the family 

makes any arrangements with the funeral director. 
Family members are also asked to meet with the priest to 
prepare for the Funeral liturgy.

 
Uptown New Orleans 

631 State Street • New Orleans, LA 70118 
Office: 891-4479 • Fax: 891-4470 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
sfa@stfrancisuptown.com 
 facebook.com/sfauptown 

 



 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

  

One of the biggest TV hits of the 60s was that silly spy-spoof, “GET SMART.” Perhaps no other 
show except “Laugh-In” coined so many catch phrases that worked their way into 60s conversa-
tions. “Sorry about that, Chief”; “…and Loving it”; “Missed it by that much…” and most famously, 
“Would you believe…?” 

In the TV show, secret agent Maxwell Smart would inevitably come up against some brick wall of a 
bad guy from whom he had to escape. Smart would try to intimidate his foe by scaring him off with 
some hopelessly transparent exaggeration: “Right now, there are 50 armed police officers surround-
ing this place.” When the adversary doubted him, Smart would counter with:” Would you believe 20 
policemen and an angry dog.” With the crook still not impressed, Smart would finally suggest: “How 
about a troop of Girl Scouts on a cookie-sale drive?” 

How many of us are willing to put what we believe on a similar sliding scale? When we were young 
in years or young in faith, we were able to believe almost anything we were told. Our parents, teach-
ers, priests, the good nuns, were unimpeachable sources of truth and integrity. If any one of them 
said something, it must be true.  

But when we grew older in years and more “sophisticated in thoughts”, we learned to stop believing 
things simply because an authority figure told us it was true. Our own intelligence, skepticism and 
curiosity forced us to go out and make inquiries for ourselves. While the process results in the gradu-
al development of a healthy, well-informed, personalized faith, for too many others, the entire con-
cept of “believing” can eventually erode completely away. 

In the gospel this weekend we witness someone who doesn’t need to place her belief on a sliding 
scale. She is the centerpiece of John’s narrative. She makes the most insightful and sophisticated 
confession of who Jesus is in John’s entire gospel. Martha’s faith sends her running to meet Jesus 
before he could even reach the boundaries of Bethany. When push came to shove, when it was a mat-
ter of life and death, Martha believed.  

What is it to which you can stand up and boldly say “I believe”? The gospel calls us to reflect on may 
personal questions, questions that may call our faith into doubt, into question. When have we sent for 
the Lord and he delayed in coming to our aid? How did we feel? What happened? What was our re-
action to God’s timing in relationship to our need? What kind of expectation do we put on Jesus, es-
pecially in times of grief, great need, sadness and suffering?  

Perhaps the core question is based on Jesus’ declaration to Martha: “I am the resurrection and the 
life: whoever believes in me, even though he would die, will come to life; and whoever is alive and 
believes in me will never die.” Do we believe this? Whose death has tested our belief in the resurrec-
tion? Where is God when tragedy strikes? Why doesn’t a loving, all-powerful God prevent it? Jesus 
may be slight on explanations; instead, he shows us compassion, prayer and liberating action. When 
has it been hard for us to believe? Do we trust God with our life now, no matter what is happening in 
history and in our small part of the world? Do I believe that Jesus is the resurrection of the life? Do I 
believe that all who believe in Jesus, even though they die, will come to life again? And if they are 
alive that they will never die?  Where have we seen the glory of God in the midst of death? What are 
the signs in our lives as individuals and a community that the Spirit of God is restoring life to dead 
bodies---in neighborhoods? In families? In relationships? In vocations? In institutions? What signs of 
inspiration and creativity are there to be seen around us? (Uptown Canticle Continued on Next Page…) 
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(...Uptown Canticle continued) 
Jesus wept at the death of Lazarus. When have we seen Jesus weep? What evokes our emotions and reactions? 
Has Jesus wept over us in our tombs? How long have we been in our tombs---four days? Who is the Lazarus in me 
that is called to come out, called to life and wholeness? What faith potential remains bound? What has begun to 
decay?  Are we more afraid of the stench of opening tombs and exposing the rot in our lives and the world, than of 
the possibility of the Word of God calling us and others forth into life and wholeness?  

God weeps today over sin, insensitivity to the terrible destruction of other human beings, physical deaths and kill-
ings, unnecessary suffering, famine, economic injustice, and many people who do not rejoice in those who were 
dead being brought back to life. We weep over those who plot to kill anyone whose presence brings hope to those 
who are desperate. All this weeping can call into question our belief. We, like, Jesus, are sent to stand before the 
tombs of sin and disbelief, and call one another forth with the Word of God and to untie and set each other free. 
We are to encourage one another in faith to live the resurrection life now. We are to stake our lives on the mercy 
of God and the fullness of redemption, to be the beloved friend of Jesus. And like Lazarus, respond to the sound of 
his voice, even in death. We are to live now, free, for the glory of God revealed in the body of Christ, the church 
today. 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt  
 

St. Francis’ annual Easter Egg 
Hunt will take place on the lawn 

in front of the rectory on  
 
 

Easter Sunday, April 9th  
after the 9:30am Mass.  

Ava Arch,  

Hannah Bellows,  

Sinnot Bland,  

Adeline Chimento 
Parker Davis 
Mia Dreiling, 
Sara Francis 

Virginia Gardes 
Corinne Grace 
Paolo Guillen 
Ava Hartman 

Lanier Kearney 
Gus  

Will Loerzel 
Heid Manning  
Brock Masson 

Mary  Caroline Mezzanti 
Carolina Mehaffie 

Ava McGoey 
Hannah Plaisance 

Cecilia Real 
Mary Schmidt 

Lucy Toso 
Archer Vandenburgh, 

Ava Weill 
Laibe 

Congratulations to St.   Francis’ newly confirmed who 

celebrated the  Sacrament of Confirmation on  

Wednesday, March 15th  with   

Archbishop Gregory M. Aymond 

Please keep these young men &women in your prayers 

as they continue to live the   

Catholic faith each day in word &deed.   
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Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

 

 

 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp 
burns this week for 

 
 

Lucille Mire McCann  

 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Claire Adams, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babing-
ton, Barbara Barrosse, Savannah Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Jen-
nifer Siegrest Bondio, Christopher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Mary 
Chamberland, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, 
David Doll, Sr., Guella Dragon, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred 
Flynn, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Pat Jones, 
Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, Robert 
Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell 
Menasco, Veronica Merritt, Jeff Mitchener, Joy Morton, Jay Oc-
chipinti, Johnny Parker, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven 
Philburn, Wayne Pietri, Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell 
Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, 
Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Harriet Sua-
rez, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents 
of Audubon Retirement Village (Hainkel), Covenant & Poydras 
Homes & Lambeth House and patients of Children’s Hospital.  
 
 

O heavenly Father, You sent Your only-
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to heal 
every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of eve-
ry spiritual and bodily ill which afflicts 
them. Amen. 

 
CHURCH SUPPORT 

 
 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 
 

MARCH 18 - 19, 2023 
 
 

        Envelopes (26)               $    957.00      
         Loose (23)               $ 1,865.50   
         E-Giving (38)               $ 2,410.00    
  
 TOTAL              $5,232.50 
 
 

SPECIAL COLLECTION 
 
 
 

              Seminarian Education Fund             $ 1,955.92 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED  
GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

 

 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Sunday        Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; Rom 8:8-11; Jn  
                     11:1-45 
 

Monday       Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62; Ps  
                     23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Jn 8:1-11 
 

Tuesday       Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-18. 19-21; Jn 8:21-30 
 

Wednesday Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56; Jn  
                      8:31-42 
 

Thursday    Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn 8:51-59 
 
Friday         Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7; Jn 10:31-42 
 
Saturday     Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10; 11-12abcd, 13; Jn 11:45-56 

Mass Intentions 
 

SATURDAY, March 25 - 4:00pm - Henry Schorr, Rita T. 

Aucoin,  Lionel T. & Catherine P. Hammock, Sidney A. 

Mills III, Dr. William Waring 
 

SUNDAY, March 26 - 9:30am - Jose Luis Escobar, Betsie 

Melancon, Rita T. Aucoin, Cynthia Gilmore, Nancy Ruth 

Mettz, Sidney A. Mills III 

11:30am - Parishioners 
 

MONDAY, March 27 - Joe Anne Neelis Roberts 
 

TUESDAY, March 28 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 
 

WEDNESDAY, March 29 - Glenn Becnel 
 

THURSDAY, March 30 - The Intentions of David Sanchez 
 

FRIDAY, March 31 - Mr. Gil Cabacungan 

 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

Jesus called to his friend from the dead, “Lazarus, 
come out!” It is the same call our Lord makes to us 
unceasingly: “Come out!” Jesus calls us from our 
tomb of doubt and unbelief, from the darkness of 
our fear and anxieties; from the depths of our 
weaknesses and lack of hope. Christian stewards 
pray for an open heart so that they may hear the 
voice of the Lord, heed the continuous call to come 
away from their former way of living and repriori-
tize their lives in the light of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Do we believe Christ has the power to 
transform our lives? Do we take time to listen for 
his call? 
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Friday’s during Lent 

Stations of the Cross 

will be celebrated at 

6:30 pm in Church.

Stations of the Cross
Fridays 6:30 pm

Please consider 
helping moms in 

need for your 
Lenten Almsgiving.  

You can purchase Walmart/Target, 
Walgreens/CVS, Shell/Chevron or Amazon
gift cards in any amount, so we can help pregnant 
&  parenting moms in need to purchase necessary 

baby items & supplies. 

Plastic Easter eggs will be handed out after mass-
es as a visual reminder of how we are supporting 
new life during this Lenten Season. Inside you’ll 

find instructions on how you can help. 

Gift Cards or Cash/Checks can 
be placed in the Matthew 25 

box in the back of church. 

Confessions
will be available in all parishes from 
5 PM — 6:30 PM on the remaining  

Wednesdays during Lent: 
March 22, March 29, and an additional

Wednesday at St. Francis of Assisi 
April 5, 2023.

Free for the entire parish until Easter
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