
Dear friends,

Each year, I witness thousands 
of faithful encountering Christ 
at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat 
Center. Seeing so many people draw 
closer to Christ and seek to share 
His love with others inspires me 
to do the same — an unforeseen 
blessing of serving as director.

When we welcome retreatants to 
our beautiful 75-acre campus, we 
rarely know what they desire from 
their experience. But God does, 
and our goal is to provide a space 
where they can open their hearts to 
receive the love of God in a greater 
and intentional way. Whether they 
arrived alone or with a group, when 
they return to their families and 
parishes, they strengthen the body of 
Christ — which is the very mission 
of our diocese.

I am so grateful for Encountering 
Christ. Through your generosity, 
Cedarbrake will be able to provide 
more opportunities to meet its mission 
of “encountering Christ in word, in 
nature, in Eucharist, in silence.”

Sincerely,

Brian Egan
Director
Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center 

Encountering

CHRIST “So we, though many, are one body in Christ.”  
~ Rom 12:5

St. Mary of the Assumption parishioners 
see the fruits of their generosity
It was a windy Sunday morning in String Prairie when parishioners realized 
St. Mary of the Assumption Church itself was swaying during Mass, not the 
chandeliers overhead. 

“The building shifted,” said James Page, a member of the mission parish of Sacred 
Heart in Rockne. Although the wooden church had been “state of the art” when 
it was built in 1901, and designed to withstand inclement weather, modern  
engineers and architects were concerned about its structural integrity. 

The parish was overdue for a construction project. Over the last 10 years, the 
congregation has changed from a graying community to one bursting with young 
families. “We need more space to seat parishioners,” James said.

Thankfully, the parish began saving 50 years ago and started a capital campaign 
just prior to participating in the Pilot Phase of Encountering Christ, raising 110 
percent of its $120,000 goal. 

The community was in agreement to honor their spiritual home’s original design 
— not build a new structure. “The church is a major part of where we came from 
and who we are today, and we wanted to keep that,” said Michael Goertz, who 
served with James on the parish’s Campaign Executive Committee during  
Encountering Christ. 

“It was always, ‘We’re going to bring our church back and put it the way it was,’” 
Michael said. “And the people were excited.” 
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The goal is to increase the seating capacity by 50 percent 
to accommodate today’s 175 families and provide modern, 

accessible amenities, but have the church look as it did in 1901.
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More than 20 years ago, during Kathy  
McCormick’s first visit to Cedarbrake Catholic 
Retreat Center, a bright pink binding caught her 
eye in the library. Today, that book, “The Hunger 
of the Heart” by Ron DelBene, sums up what 
Cedarbrake is to her.

“Cedarbrake feeds my spiritual hunger,” said Kathy, 
a member of St. John Vianney Parish in Round 
Rock. “Sometimes, we just need to get away from 

the ordinariness of our lives, from the routine of our lives, and be in a different 
place, in a different space.”

Kathy finds herself at Cedarbrake several times a year for weekend retreats and 
days of reflection, including ones for spiritual directors and wives of permanent 
deacons. But she has also been on personal retreats, for either a day or a night or 
two, which are a “huge treasure.”

“When the wheels of my car hit the entryway into Cedarbrake, I feel like 
I’m coming home,” she said. “It is such sacred ground. Once your feet hit the 
ground, it’s like ‘Oh my gosh, God is here.’”

Kathy attributes this feeling of home to Cedarbrake being part of the diocese, 
and is thankful to the O’Connor family, who donated the land for the retreat 
center in 1973 and supported its growth, as well as the bishops who have 
recognized the value of this ministry. 

“Cedarbrake has been such a meaningful influence on my growing closer to 
Christ, and a significant witness of Him through the lives of others whom I have 
encountered there,” Kathy said. “I am excited about the possibility of it being 
able to offer more services to more people through Encountering Christ.”
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Encountering Christ will strengthen retreat experiences
Our pastoral plan, Encounter that 
Leads to Transformation, charges us to 
strengthen retreat experiences and 
broaden their availability to facilitate 
encounters with Christ. Cedarbrake 
Catholic Retreat Center encourages 
retreatants to rest, to be renewed 
in their faith and to return to their 
parishes and communities refreshed, 
energized and prepared to engage in 
more prayerful and fruitful leadership.

Encountering Christ will direct $2 
million to Cedarbrake, which is 
situated on 75 acres in Belton, to 
ensure it better serves the needs of the 
diocese today.

Campaign funds will be used to expand 
Our Lady of Good Counsel Chapel 
from 50 seats to 80. New sacred art 
and upgrade lighting will also be added 
to the chapel. A small prayer chapel 
and prayer garden will also be built to 
expand designated indoor and outdoor 
private prayer space.

Cedarbrake also lacks suitable 
accommodations for youth retreats. 
The diocese will build a multipurpose 
meeting and dining space designed 
specifically for youth. Two dormitory-
style cabins will accommodate 
48 retreatants, with the ability to 
expand to 90.

These enhancements will ensure  
Cedarbrake is more welcoming, 
spacious and comfortable, creating an  
appealing and enriching environment 
for all generations to encounter Christ.
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Last October, with approval from the 
diocese, parishioners began worship-
ping at Sacred Heart and the parish 
launched the “renovation-expansion” 
of the church. The goal is to increase 
the seating capacity by 50 percent 
to accommodate today’s 175 fami-
lies and provide modern, accessible 
amenities, but have the church 
look as it did in 1901, Michael said. 
For example, the beadboard on the 
walls and ceiling, long covered with 
acoustic tiles, has been revealed once 
again; the original hardwood floors 
refurbished; and the rose window, 
bell tower and steeple lost during a 
storm are being replicated.

Both Michael and James are grateful 
to parishioners for responding gen-
erously to their pastor, Salvatorian 
Father Dariusz Ziebowicz, during 
Encountering Christ, especially given 
the campaign’s timing on the heels of 
another fundraising initiative. “They 
made more sacrifices to enable the 
wants and needs of the diocese to go 
forward,” Michael said. “When we 
finish with the construction and get 
the church back, they’ll really see and 
reap the benefits of their generosity.”


