
Sacred Heart Catholic Church
A Campaign to Build a New Worship Facility



My dear brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ,

“For my part, from the time I first heard of your 

faith in the Lord Jesus 

and your love for all the members of the church, 

I have never stopped thanking God for you 

and recommending you in my prayers.”

(Ephesians 1:15)

A Message from Fr. George

This is a very exciting and Spirit-filled time for our parish as we find ourselves ready to finish what was 

started many years ago. We have been blessed with a church built in 1956 and a parish hall and educational 

facility built in the 80’s that have served our community well. Unlike some parishes across the country and 

in our diocese, we continue to grow and this growth is a blessing. However, it also requires us to 

adequately prepare for the future.

Through many years of consultation with parish leadership, and in lifting these needs up in prayer before the 

Lord, a plan has been created to meet the present and future needs of our parish and its ministries, 

activities, and organizations. In order to achieve these goals, we are embarking on a capital campaign, 

Building a Future Together, to not only sustain but enhance Sacred Heart’s physical and spiritual presence.

 

We are blessed with a thriving parish community today! As parish families over the years have made

 investments that we currently enjoy, it is important to continue to enhance our church for present and 

future generations and to prepare ourselves for the continuing growth of our community.

 

We are delighted to share this good news with you and invite you to receive our message with an open 

heart. Our future is ripe with opportunity, and we feel confident that with the support, participation, and 

prayers of our Sacred Heart families and friends, we will remain a strong, faith-filled community dedicated to 

serving God and making His presence known.

 

Your brother in Christ,

 

 

Father George Joseph



1.  Investing in our clergy at all stages of their vocation from seminary to retirement through a Seminary 
Education Endowment and fortifying the Diocesan Priest Pension Fund, ensuring retired priests will be 
cared for and that young men who are discerning the priesthood will be supported.

2.  Strengthening the diocese through supporting parishes - both large and small, in rural areas - in their 
missions, by creating an endowment to provide additional operational and emergency support.

3.  Cultivating emerging disciples through spiritual development and by providing educational and 
formational opportunities, fortifying parishes to begin or expand leadership delvelopment, young adult 
ministries, and increasing outreach through Catholic Charities.

Strengthened by prayer, this effort will allow us - in a spirit of stewardship and unity - to build a vibrant and 
secure future for the Diocese of Austin and Sacred Heart.

For more information regarding the Encountering Christ Campaign, 
Visit http://www.encounteringchristcampaign.org

The Encountering Christ campaign works to fulfill the mission of our 
diocese as outlined in the Pastoral Plan. The funds from Encountering 
Christ will be used in three major ways: 

Encountering Christ will Positively Impact Sacred Heart 

The Diocese of Austin has committed to granting Sacred Heart $500,000 to assist with construction 
of a new worship facility, if Sacred Heart is able to raise a minimum of $1.7 million during our
Building a Future Together campaign.

The Diocese recognizes the exponential growth occurring throughout the region, particularly along the 

eastern edge, and wants to assist rural parishes in their efforts to meet the needs of their growing parish 

communities.

This is a blessing to fulfill the dream of a new worship facility that was started many years ago and 

participate in the the unique opportunity presented with the Diocesan Campaign. 

This gift is made possible in part by the generosity of all parishes participating in the Encountering Christ 

Campaign.



Elgin and the Austin area continue
to experience exponential growth, 
bringing new Catholics to the area. 

Required repairs to the 64 year-old 
church are financially prohibitive and 
do not address expansion needs.

Facing New Challenges

Enormous Growth 
in the Parish & 
City of Elgin

This growth has affected communities like 
Elgin where thousands of new homes are 
currently under construction with more 
scheduled.
 
Our already crowded parish is now in 
desperate need of expansion to handle 
the influx of new parishioners, as well as 
create the space needed for our existing 
Sacred Heart family. 

The present church, built in 1956, was 
designed to accomodate 250 parishioners 
and is simply too small for our current 
enrollment. 

Without expansion, growth will require 
additional masses and support services 
placing further demands on already 
limited and strained parish resources.

Necessary Repairs to 
the Existing Church

Not only is the existing church in need of 
cosmetic updates such as new carpeting 
and paint, there are several structural 
and other major concerns that need to be 
addressed including:

• Crumbling foundation
• Leaking roof
• Water damaged and cracking walls
• Mold growth in areas where water 

has infiltrated
• Inadequate restroom facilities
• Plumbing and electrical issues
• HVAC issues
• Handicap accessibility

Church leaders have investigated fixing 
these areas, but it has become apparent 
that it will be more cost-effective to build 
a new church.  



Through the past generosity of parishioners, Sacred 
Heart has raised over $800,000 to put toward a new 
church that will meet the needs of our growing parish. 

The Diocesan lead challenge gift, coupled with 
the existing building fund, inspires us to raise 
the remaining $1.7 million required to realize 
a decades-long dream of a new church.

Finalized construction costs are being prepared and 
reviewed in conjunction with the diocese to build a 
new 600+ seat church designed for easy expansion to 
accommodate future needs. 



A New Worship Facility

Dollars Needed for a New 600+ Seat Church

Existing Sacred Heart Building Fund $800,000+

Building a Future Together Minimum Campaign Goal $1,700,000

Grant from Diocese of Austin (if minimum Campaign Goal met) $500,000

Total  $3,000,000

Sacred Heart is currently working with the Diocese of Austin to design a worship space 
that maximizes our $3 million budgeted investment to meet the needs of our current 
parishioners while taking into account future growth.

Several churches with similar budgets were recently built according to a diocesan inspired 
blueprint. These worship facilities have been well received by their respective parishioners, not 
only for useable space but for preserving the sanctity of the Mass.

Sacred Heart is investigating these designs, as well as securing numbers for our original design, to 
determine the best approach for fulfilling current and future requirements while remaining good 
stewards of gifts received.

Monies raisied in excess of the $1.7 million minimum goal will be used to purchase additional 
items for the church including:
 •  Altar    •  Statues  •  Pews
 •  Stations of the Cross  •  Pictures  •  Ambo
 •  Processional Cross  •  Candle sticks  •  Holy water font & other fonts

 Forging Forward in Faith



Standardized architectual rendering of Diocesan inspired plans for similar sized churches.
Exterior and interior designs and finishes will be subject to final customization by Sacred Heart.

 Sample Exterior Perspective

Sample Sanctuary - Level 1 Sample Sanctuary - Level 2



Father in Heaven,
You are the giver of all good gifts.

You have blessed Sacred Heart Church abundantly.
Please guide us in the wise use of our time, talent, and treasure

for the growth of Your Kingdom here on earth.
Open our hearts to receive Your Spirit of love and generosity.

 
Bless us as we show and pledge to You

our gratitude as we build a future together.
Help us to use our time, talent, and treasure

to build a new facility where we can
worship, learn, and witness.

 
Father, nothing is built without your help.

Please guide us, bless us, and grace us.
May we always seek Your Kingdom above all things.

May we build a larger Sacred Heart church
so that we may pass on our heritage of faith to future generations.

 
And may the intercessions of Mary our Blessed Mother

help us in this noble cause.
We pray this through Jesus Christ our Lord

who lives and reigns with You,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God forever and ever.
Amen

The parish of Sacred Heart 

Catholic Church is a 

multicultural Christian 

community dedicated to loving 

and serving Christ through the 

guidance and love of God, and the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

Our faith community is 

committed to respecting all human 

life and nurturing the spiritual 

growth of all through worship, 

education, and service.

Pastor: Fr. George Joseph
Deacons: Larry Dunne

     Juan Zepeda 

302 West 11th Street
Elgin, TX 78631

(512) 281-3536

sacredheartofelgin.org

Campaign Prayer

Campaign Leadership

Lew & Carol Seward
Pete Bega

Michael Bobrowski
Robert & Sharon Wenske
Jim & Connie Jacksits

Campaign Co-Chairs

Brenda Piña
Internal Campaign Manager

Campaign Executive Committee

Volunteers are welcome and encouraged to become involved. 
Please contact the Sacred Heart parish office for more information.


