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A couple of weeks before earning a bachelor’s degree from 
the Franciscan University of Steubenville, Alyssa Snyder was 
unsure of what the future held.

“I remember going to adoration and sitting in front of the 
Blessed Sacrament and asking God, ‘I don’t know what you 
want me to do with my life, but I want to serve you and I 
want to help others to love you and to serve you,’” she said.

She knew her desire was to return home to Texas after four 
years in Ohio, but she left that up to God, too.

A few weeks later, Alyssa’s mother spotted an opening for a 
receptionist at Holy Trinity Catholic High School in Temple, 
where she had been valedictorian of the graduating class 
of 2013. Thinking the familiar surroundings might help her 
figure out her long-term plans, she applied and was hired.

“My four years as a Holy Trinity student were some of the 
most formative of my life,” Alyssa said. “I would not be the 
person I am today without them. Holy Trinity not only gave 
me a great education when it came to basic educational 
formation but also in the formation of my spiritual life and 

SERVING THE LORD THROUGH teaching
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Upcoming
DIOCESAN 

EVENTS

JANUARY 11
"Saints & Scholars"

Celebrating Catholic
Schools Event

Austin

JANUARY 25
Texas Catholic Pro-Life Day

Austin

JANUARY 31 - FEBRUARY 2
Diocesan Catholic Youth

Conference (DCYC)
Waco

FEBRUARY 8
Catholic Men's Conference

Travis County Expo Center
Austin

 
For event information, visit www.austindiocese.org

character. I learned to express and present 
myself with the confidence of someone 
who knows their identity is rooted in being 
a child of God.”

Two days before school began, she was 
called into the principal’s office and asked 
to teach a class — speech, a course in which 
she had been heavily involved during her 
time as a student. 

“I said, without even thinking, ‘Yes, of course,’” 
said Alyssa. “And then I walked out thinking, 
‘Oh my goodness, what did I just get myself 
into?’”

She enjoyed that first foray into the 
classroom. Last school year, because of 
increased enrollment, she was asked to teach 
speech again as well as senior theology, 
in addition to being promoted within the 
administration. At the end of the year, she 
sat down with her principal and told him 
her heart was in teaching, in the classroom interacting with the students. 

This school year, Alyssa is teaching speech, art history, drama, foundations 
of Catholic education and theology. Outside of the classroom, in her role as 
campus minister, she has added Advent retreats for men and women as part 
of her desire to provide more opportunities for students to “encounter the 
transforming love of Christ.”

Seventeen young women attended “Capture My Heart” in October, which 
focused on helping them understand how much Jesus loves and seeks a 
relationship with them. “Esto Vir,” the men’s retreat in November, was equally 
well attended and focused on helping young men understand authentic and 
true masculinity through the lives of Christ and the saints.

Alyssa is thankful to now have her former teachers as peers to help guide her, 
especially since, as an alumna, she sees herself as a witness to the value of a 
Catholic education as well as an instructor.

“I am most grateful for the influence that my teachers had on me as a student 
at Holy Trinity, and it is humbling to think that I might be having that same 
impact on my own students now,” she said. “We say Holy Trinity is a family, and 
it really is. It’s funny how God worked everything out, that He knew where 
I wanted and needed to be before I even knew where I wanted or needed         
to be.”

For information on Catholic schools in the Diocese of Austin, visit csdatx.org.
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"I am most grateful for 
the influence that my 
teachers had on me as a 
student at Holy Trinity, 
and it is humbling 
to think that I might 
be having that same 
impact on my own 
students now."
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Capital Campaign

The Encountering Christ Capital Campaign recently exceeded its $85 million goal in 
pledged commitments to will strengthen the Diocese of Austin for generations to 
come.

The success of Encountering Christ has always been about more than meeting a 
monetary goal. The campaign’s true measure of success can be found in the 16,000 
faithful Catholics who embraced this opportunity to share God’s blessings with our local church.

As stewards of Christ, we realize everything we have is a gift from a gracious and loving God and we are called to give back a 
portion of these gifts in thanks for His generosity and goodness. Scripture tells us that Christian stewardship goes beyond giving 
of our surplus — it is a gift made from our substance.

Every parish and mission in the diocese participated in this historic effort. The most successful had encounters with Christ at 
the core of their campaigns as when pastors gathered weekly with their Campaign Executive Committee members to discuss 
and pray about the current and future needs of their communities. or when parishioners responded to the invitations of their 
pastors to make pledge commitments and then share their time and talent as committee members and meet with their fellow 
parishioners. People in the pews who responded generously.

Truly, as we witnessed during Encountering Christ, the gifts the Lord bestows upon us are varied and plentiful. The personal 
meetings between parishioners were especially important, 
as they provided opportunities for people to gather in the 
Lord’s name for the good of his church. These meetings were 
not always easy; after all, conversations about money can be 
challenging. But time and again, committee members talked 
about how much they enjoyed meeting some members of 
their parish for the first time and getting to know others better. 

Encountering Christ has now entered its next phase, when 
those who pledged their support to the campaign will fulfill 
their commitments. This fulfillment phase will last for five years 
and will allow parishes and the diocese to begin fulfilling the 
promises made for the campaign. Parishes that participated 
early in the campaign have already begun completing projects 
and campaign gifts have been used to support seminarians 
and senior priests.

Thank you to all who, in the spirit of Christian Stewardship, 
helped leave a legacy for the church in Central Texas.

Visit www.encounteringchristcampaign.org for more 
information. 

Create 
Your
Legacy
With Us

www.catholicfdn.org
For more information about how to include the Catholic church in your will or estate plan, 

contact Scott Whitaker at (512) 949-2441 or scott-whitaker@austindiocese.org
C

CAMPAIGN OV ER GOAL!



4DIOCESE OF AUSTIN REFLECTIONS | WINTER 2019

When 5-year-old Tobi posed for her first day picture at the Cathedral School of 
St. Mary in Austin, clad in her mother’s pre-K uniform, the symbolism was lost 
on her.

“It was very emotional, because she’s in a place that I was in and she gets to 
experience at least one teacher who’s still there from when I was there and is 
actually her teaching assistant now, in pre-K 4,” said Tobi’s mom, Christina Dunger 
Sexton. (One of Christina’s other teachers, and cheerleading coach, Misty Poe, is 
now superintendent of Catholic schools for the Diocese of Austin.)

Christina credits her Catholic education, beginning at the Cathedral School of St. 
Mary, for her academic success, which culminated with earning bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees at St. Edward’s University. Christina and her husband knew they 
wanted Tobi to attend private school because she has speech issues from seizures. 
They were overjoyed when she was accepted.

“I shared the letter immediately with my parents and my family and online,”      
she said.

Christina was surprised when her mom pulled out the old uniform, which had 
softened over the many years it was neatly folded and stored away. Tobi was im-
mediately taken with the pleated dress because she could twirl in it.

“Having Tobi at St. Mary’s has been absolutely wonderful,” said Christina, who 
serves as a member of the school board. “She’s so excited every day. That, to me, 
reassures that what they instilled in me when I was there is still there, and I really 
like that.”

Parish Stewardship

Mother-Daughter celebrate 
Catholic schools

Endowments Provide
Long-Term Funding
Gifts to the Encountering Christ Capital Campaign 
are already creating endowments for the long-term 
sustainability of vital programs and ministries of the 
Diocese of Austin. Oftentimes, parishioners question 
the need for endowments when immediate funding 
would benefit the church now.

While addressing the church’s current needs is indeed 
important, Central Texas is rapidly growing and 
changing. We must be prepared for whatever the 
future holds for our local church and endowments 
ensure support for generations to come. 

Endowments invested in the Catholic Foundation 
– Diocese of Austin produce ongoing income for 
the church as well as parishes, schools and Catholic 
agencies in the diocese. These perpetual funds 
generate income forever since the principal amount 
is never spent down. The initial and additional funds 
contributed to the endowment are invested and the 
earnings are distributed, providing a permanent and 
stable source of funding — especially in years when 
donations might decrease.

The endowments funded through Encountering Christ 
will support seminarian education, the pension plan 
and trust for retired priests, catechist training, Catholic 
schools, tomorrow’s leaders, young adults and rural 
parishes.

We are called to be good stewards of our property, 
buildings, programs and services. This includes 
both securing the necessary funds to cover today’s 
expenses as well as building capacity for future 
growth.
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answering the call
to be his steward

One seminarian's story
It was at a Christmas Mass during his junior high years that Jakob Hurlimann felt the 
first stirrings of a vocation.

“During the consecration, when the priest elevated the host, this thought ran 
through my mind that it would be cool if I did something like that,” he said.

Enrolling Jakob at St. Dominic Savio Catholic High School proved to be one of the 
Hurlimann’s most enduring acts of parental support. Nine Savio graduates are cur-
rently discerning vocations to the priesthood and religious life, including their son, 
who graduated in 2013.

“I was there for the inaugural four years of Savio,” Jakob said. “The presence of the priests had a very big impact on me.”

Fathers John Guzaldo and Daniel Liu were assigned as chaplains to the high school at that point, and they celebrated weekly 
Mass, taught religion classes, and were around to interact with students. Jakob assumed his female classmates were similarly 
influenced by the Dominican Sisters of Mary, who teach at Savio. Jakob was able to talk to Fathers Guzaldo and Liu about his 
vocation, which he had already started exploring through retreats, discernment dinners and prayer in front of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. He also sought the help of the then-vocation director for the diocese, Father Brian McMaster, who recommended he 
apply to universities as well as the seminary since he had begun “waffling a bit” on when he should pursue a vocation.

“Seminary was always on my radar, something that I figured I would pursue at some point eventually, but it was always, instead 
of a concrete future, more of a fuzzy, hazy, down-the-road ‘I’ll look into this’ as opposed to something I was going to go ahead 
and pull the trigger on now,” he said.

He decided to major in aerospace engineering at Texas A&M University and join the Corps of Cadets. But after his first semester, 
he went on one more discernment retreat — Heart of Jesus, through the Diocese of Austin — that his mother suggested. 

“At this point, I noticed myself getting caught up in school, getting caught up in ‘What do I want 
to do? What does success mean for me?’” he said. “I still went to Mass on Sundays, but that was 
about the extent of my faith and my relationship with God. This retreat was a good opportunity 
to take a step back from my life and look at everything in perspective. That helped me realize 
that not only was this seminary thing getting away from me, but my faith was flipping. I realized 
that if I wanted to get answers about seminary, if I wanted to know for sure if priesthood was for 
me, then I needed to apply to seminary.”

Jakob is now in his sixth year of formation. He is working his pastoral year stateside at Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Parish in Temple.  He will soon resume his studies at the Pontifical North American 

College in Rome. He credits his time at Savio for preparing him for these years of formation — especially for showing him the 
importance of bringing God even into the little minutiae throughout the day.

“Bringing God into those periods of study, into those periods of prayer, asking for God’s help, for God’s guidance, asking the 
Holy Spirit for perseverance,” he said. “Just bringing God into the moment … I learned at Savio.”
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Celebrating Saints

Paul the Apostle
JANUARY 25

The conversion of St. Paul is the story of a life – and world-changing “U-turn.” A man of
education and influence, Saul used his knowledge of the law and his standing among the
religious leaders of his time to persecute the earliest Christians. Then, after a personal
encounter with the Risen Christ, Saul is reborn as Paul, and becomes the apostle to the
Gentiles, using his persuasive pen and enthusiastic zeal to spread the good news of the
Gospel. “I am the least of the apostles,” he says. “In fact, because I persecuted the
church of God, I do not even deserve the name. But by God’s favor I am what I am. This
favor of his to me has not provided fruitless. Indeed, I have worked harder than all the
others, not on my own but through the favor of God.” By God’s favor we are what we
are; in his goodness, he has given us all that we have. We are good stewards if, like St.
Paul, we can say that God’s favor bears fruit in our lives – “if [we] are grateful for what
[we] have received and eager to cultivate [our] gifts out of love for God and one
another.”

Adapted from Sharon Hueckel, Steward Saints for Every Day, Copyright © 1999, the National Catholic Stewardship 
Council, Inc., Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.


