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Social emotional learning has come to the forefront of 
education in recent years with the realization that children’s 
social and emotional health drive academic successes in 
even the youngest of learners. When the work began this 
summer to make decisions about how best to reopen school, 
the faculty and staff at Holy Family knew that providing a 
safe environment started with a specific, intentional focus 
on supporting emotional health. Math and science are 
important. Reading is foundational. Hope that God will guide 
you through an uncertain and scary time in history is crucial.

When a survey was sent out to staff asking for volunteers to 

serve on the Joy Committee, over half the staff signed up. Our 
first virtual meeting was filled with excitement, joyful ideas, 
and for the first time in months — hope. The meeting opened 
in prayer with a heartfelt request that God lead our hearts 
to find ways to lift our students and their families. Teachers 
are wonderful, creative creatures, and if you ask them to let 
their imaginations run free to create joyful experiences for 
children, they do not disappoint.

Like most schools, Holy Family planned to reopen the school 
year in phases with about 40% of the students returning to 
campus and about 60% remaining at home to learn virtually. 

REOPENING CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
creating  joy by Kelly Laster, principal of

Holy Family Catholic School in Austin
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2021

Upcoming
DIOCESAN 

EVENTS

JANUARY 23
 Catholic Schools

Virtual Talent Showcase
Virtual

csdatx.org

JANUARY 23
Texas Catholic Pro-Life Day

Austin
austindiocese.org/

texas-catholic-pro-life-day

JANUARY 30
Diocesan Catholic Youth

Conference (DCYC)
Round Rock

austindiocese.org/dcyc

FEBRUARY 20
Catholic Men's Conference

Round Rock
centexcatholic.com/mens-conference

 
For event information, visit www.austindiocese.org

There are many challenges to phasing in 
students back to campus, and one of the 
most important challenges is making sure 
the school community still feels connected. 
In years past, our Orientation Night had 
been a time when families came together, 
crowded into the school gym, listened 
to plans for the new year, and met their 
teachers. There was usually a snow cone 
truck involved and lots of tables where 
parents could volunteer for committees 
or purchase spirit wear for the popular 
non-uniform days to come. But, most 
importantly, it was a time for school families 
and friends to catch up and feel connected 
within a community of their shared faith. 

The Joy Committee’s first task was to 
reimagine orientation in a way that still 
allowed students, parents and teachers to 
feel connected as they started a new year. 
Live-streaming orientation from the gym to 
families’ homes was the easy part. The Joy Committee took on the tough part 
of connecting with families. They rallied all the teachers and staff to create 
short clips about themselves by choosing questions to answer. The clips were 
put together in groups of four and five that ran on Holy Family’s Facebook page 
the week of orientation. The short clips showed teachers playing instruments, 
introducing pets, and even revealing superpowers (prayer, of course!).

The last two days before school reopened, grade level teaching partners 
staked out different parts of our 20-acre campus and set up tents and tables so 
families could drive by and pick up laptops, textbooks, school supplies or just 
come by to say hello. Teachers tucked small notes, prayer cards and surprises 
into the packets that went home. They created cardboard picture frames so 
they could take children’s “First Day of School” pictures from the backseat of 
their car to send to parents. They played music and danced in the parking 
lot with smiles that could be seen even under face masks. They dedicated 
those two days to their new students because that’s what Catholic school 
teachers do — we serve God’s children knowing that our lives are touched 
just as much as theirs. And, as we serve others we allow the joy of Christ to be 
shared with everyone we meet. What a great school year this is going to be!

For information on Catholic schools in the Diocese of Austin, visit csdatx.org.
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T H E  C A T H O L I C  D I O C E S E  O F  A U S T I N

"Teachers are wonderful, 

creative creatures, and if 

you ask them to let their 

imaginations run free to 

create joyful experiences 

for children, they do not 

disappoint."
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CSA Campaign

Through the funds received from last year’s Catholic Services Appeal, the Office of Stewardship and Development in partnership 
with the Office of Catholic schools, had the opportunity to launch a unique and exciting scholarship contest for Catholic school 
students. The idea was to engage and invite current students to express in a creative manner, and through any art medium, “why 
they loved their Catholic School” or “how has Catholic education made an impact in their lives.” Since this was a new effort, and 
during a global pandemic, there was uncertainty on how students were going to respond; however, the committee received 
more than 150 entries. In the end, a select group of judges were able to pick eight winners from the different categories: early 
childhood (preK-1st grade), elementary (2nd-5th grade), middle school (6th-8th grade), and high school (9th-12th grade). Each 
winner from early childhood, elementary and middle school categories received a $1,000 scholarship to be applied for this 
year’s tuition, and high school winners received a $2,000 scholarship to be applied for their tuition as well. It is because of your 
generosity and support of the Catholic Services Appeal, that opportunities such as this scholarship contest can be offered to the 
more than 5,000 students in Catholic schools.  Congratulations to the winners! We are so proud of our students and all of the ways 
God is using them to bring forth the Gospel. To read the winner quotes visit www.austindiocese/reflections

I love my Catholic School!
S C H O L A R S H I P  C O N T E S T

Dominic Heyl, 1st grade
St. Mary's Catholic School, 
Taylor

Katherine McMurray, 1st grade
Holy Family Catholic School, 
Austin

Layden Louderback, 2nd grade
St. Austin Catholic School, 
Austin

Jacob Huerta, 1st grade
Holy Family Catholic School, 
Austin

Madison Hare, 12th grade
Holy Trinity Catholic High 
School, Temple

Mikeyl Bacon, 10th grade
St. Dominic Savio Catholic 
High School, Austin

Matthew Ramirez, 7th grade
Santa Cruz Catholic School, 
Buda

Francie Sarrat, 8th grade
St. Austin Catholic School, 
Austin

by Juliana Rueda, Assoc. Director of Catholic School Marketing and Events

ONLINE GIVING. Make a secure online credit card donation or a 
sustained monthly gift

MAIL. Send check made payable to Diocese of Austin at 6225 E Highway 
290, Austin, TX 78723-1025.

TEXT TO GIVE. Text the amount you wish to give to (512) 829-3826

STOCK OR MUTUAL FUNDS.
IRA QUALIFIED CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTION. A Qualified 
Charitable Contribution (QCD) is an opportunity to satisfy all or part of your 
required minimum distribution.
All information on making a gift at the end of the year can be 
found at www.austindiocese.org/donate



4DIOCESE OF AUSTIN REFLECTIONS | WINTER 2020

Parish

Mother-Daughter celebrate 
Catholic schools

Since 2009, the Diocese of Austin has celebrated Catholic Schools Week in January with the Saints and Scholars Gala. This event 
showcases the 20 Catholic schools, honors “unsung heroes” from each school community, and raises funds for tuition assistance.  

Typically, 800-1,000 attend. With risks now associated with large gatherings and the anxiety and restrictions that stifle a party 
atmosphere, this year’s event will be a Talent Showcase hosted on a virtual platform on Saturday, January 23 at 6:30 p.m. The gala 
is free, and all are welcome to enjoy an online evening of fun and inspiration. This Virtual Talent Showcase features entertainment 
by members of Catholic school communities. Acts include comedy, dancing and musical performances. 

“Our students are great scholars, artists, musicians and athletes. We will be entertained in a lighthearted and uplifting way,” said 
Misty Poe, superintendent of Catholic Schools in the Diocese of Austin. The Virtual Talent Showcase is not just an event for 
Catholic school families. Everyone is welcome.

There will also be a time of reflection and appreciation for the blessings that Catholic education brings to Central Texas. Bishop 
William Wack of the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee is the keynote speaker. Familiar to Austin, he was formerly pastor of St. 
Ignatius Martyr Parish and School in Austin.

Also honored will be those “unsung heroes” of Catholic education. Each school community designates an individual or couple 
whose prayer, action, and example have served their schools in exemplary ways. These heroes of Catholic education will be 
recognized throughout the event.

Although the Virtual Talent Showcase will be fun and inspiring, it is also a fundraiser. During the pandemic, schools have incurred 
more expenses, including increases in support staff, technology for remote learning, and new cleaning regimens. At the same 
time, some of the families they serve may be experiencing loss of income due to layoffs or reduced hours and are less able to pay 
tuition or contribute to offset the added expenses.

Presently, about one-third of diocesan Catholic school students receive some form of financial assistance. During the last school 
year, this amounted to $6.7 million. The financial goal of the Virtual Talent Showcase is to raise $120,000 through sponsorships and 
donations, which will be divided among the 20 schools for tuition assistance.

To attend or invest in the benefits that Catholic education offers to students, families, our church and communities please visit 
csdatx.org/talentshowcase. 

by Mary P. Walker, Catholic 
Spirit Senior Correspondent



Good News!
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school anniversaries
cause for celebration!

A school anniversary is a celebratory occasion, but also a chance to reflect on where it all began. This year four Catholic schools 
in the Diocese of Austin are celebrating milestone anniversaries - honoring decades of forming children in wisdom and holiness.

To read more about their histories, visit austindiocese.org/reflections. 

St. Ignatius, Austin (80th Anniversary) Sacred Heart, La Grange (90th Anniversary)

Holy Family, Austin (20th Anniversary) St. Joseph, Killeen (65th Anniversary)
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Celebrating Saints

Jerome Emiliani
(1486-1537), BISHOP (OPTIONAL MEMORIAL), FEBRUARY 8

Jerome Emiliani was born of a noble Venetian family and chose a career in the military. 
A careless and irreligious young soldier, he was captured during a battle and imprisoned. 
During the long days of his captivity, however, he learned to pray and resolved to reform his 
life. When he escaped, he fulfilled that vow, taking charge of the education of his nephews 
and studying for the priesthood. After ordination, plague and famine broke out in Italy, and 
St. Jerome began to care for the sick and hungry at his own expense. In 1532, he and two 
other priests founded the Company of Servants of the Poor, a congregation dedicated to the 
care of orphans and the education of youth. Now honored as the patron saint of orphans 
and abandoned infants, St. Jerome himself contracted the plague and died in 1537. From 
a young man concerned only with his own health and happiness to a saint revered for 
his selflessness in caring for the diseased and abandoned, St. Jerome Emiliani is a shining 
example of how much work can be accomplished when, for love of God, we spend ourselves 
and our gifts in the service of others.

Adapted from Sharon Hueckel, Steward Saints for Every Day, Copyright © 1999, the National Catholic Stewardship 
Council, Inc., Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.


