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t the closing Mass of the World Youth Day at the Copacabana beach on 
28 July, 2013, Pope Francis said, “Jesus did not tell his disciples to share 
the Gospel ‘if you would like to, if you have the time’.  Where does Jesus 

send us? There are no borders, no limits. He sends us to everyone.” With these 
words, Pope Francis clearly states his deep conviction of the mission of the Church 
in this era. He has set before us with an exemplary lifestyle, a Church that proclaims 
mercy and love in order to accommodate all humanity; a Church that stands for 
justice, asceticism, simplicity and solidarity with the poor and the needy. It is in line 
with this mission, that the Missionaries of St Paul of Nigeria through the years have 
been involved in the primary evangelisation of some local churches in Africa.  

The six days of celebration for the World Youth Day in July, 2013 confirmed that 
Pope Francis is a man with a mission - to transform hearts and minds. This was 
evident in the solidarity of millions of Catholic youths all over the world who 
gathered at Rio de Janeiro in Brazil. Fr John Idio, OVM gives a wonderful and 
inspiring eyewitness account in this edition. Evidently, it is a new dawn for the church 
and a wake-up call to all priests, religious and laity to move out of the statuesque and 
the comfort zones of our Rectories, Convents and homes to rekindle the Catholic faith 
in the lives of the youths, the poor and the less privileged in our society. 

In doing primary evangelization, the missionary has to go out and meet the people. Fr. 
Chris Unachukwu, MSP writes on his last Christmas experience in South Sudan. The 
presence of the priest among the people in remote villages of Gunyoro and Kurumush 
for Christmas was a testimony of Emmanuel, the Incarnate Word among them! 

After a two weeks successful discernment, deliberation, and evaluation of the life 
and mission of Missionaries of St Paul during the 4th Ordinary General Chapter, it 
is with great joy in our hearts that we congratulate Very Rev Fr Victor Chime 
Onwukeme, MSP on his election as the new Superior General and his councillors. 
We pray that God will grant you the wisdom and divine counsel to lead the MSP to 
a new dawn. Also we appreciate our former Acting Superior General Very Rev Fr 
Paul Ofoha, MSP and his Councillors for pulling through very challenging moment 
of our Society for the past years. 

In memory of our dear founder His Eminence, Dominic Cardinal Ekandem, Fr. 
Cosmas Nwosuh, MSP has taken pains and diligence to produce and place on record 
a biography of Cardinal Dominic Ekandem and the Growth 
of the Catholic Church in Nigeria. The MSP family and the 
Church in Nigeria will forever remain grateful to you. Its 
review by Rt. Rev. Anthony Gbuji, Bishop Emeritus of 
Enugu diocese is placed in this edition.

There are many other interesting articles and reports which 
have been specially packaged for your reading delight. As 
you savour this edition, do not forget to renew your 
subscription and pick copies for your friends and 
colleagues. Wishing you the blessings of Christmas and a 
new year filled with hope!  
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eadership is not a professional 
career but a vocation. Israelites 
were called and chosen to lead

others to God not because they were 
the most powerful nation on earth; not 
because they were the most influential 
but simply because of God’s love for 
them. It does not mean that God hates 
other nations rather it is God’s will that 
through Israel His love will reach out 
to other nations. God uses what is weak 
to do his work. No one takes this 
honour upon himself unless he is called 
as Aaron was (Heb. 5,4; John 19,11; 1 
Cor. 4,7; Rom. 13,1). In that spirit on 
12th of September 2013, the Chapter 
Fathers chose five men – Victor 
Onwukeme, Augustine Ogar, Raphael 
Asika, Robert Kajoh and Patrick Etuk 
– to pilot the affairs of the Missionary 
Society of St. Paul (MSP) for the next 
6 years. The chosen have been given 
power not to advance their course, not 
to pursue their purpose, not to make 
great show of themselves but to serve. 
There is just one use of leadership 
power and it is to serve people. 

In the Prayer for the Fourth 
General Chapter, it is written – 
Give us good, compassionate, 
forthright, visionary and 
committed leaders. I wonder if 
anyone can claim to have all the 
above qualities. But one thing is 
clear – God makes use of us, 
despite our limitations and 
shortcomings. My motto reads 
omnia possum in eo qui me comfort 
(I can do all things in Him who 
strengthens me {Phil. 4,13}). 

Wisdom is a necessary ingredient of 
leadership. By wisdom a house is built 
and by understanding it is established 
(Prov. 24,3). Without wisdom a 
community may be sitting on a golden 
deposit and yet be importing silver. 
Every leader needs the gift of wisdom 
and discernment. May God’s wisdom be 
with us all to help us and work with us 
(Wis. 9,1), so that we may press the right 
buttons; so that we will put round pegs 
into round holes and square pegs into 
square holes; so that we can make a 
mountain out of molehill; so that 
through us God can make a path in the 
wilderness (Isa 40); so that we can cease 
opportunities and not allow them slip 
by; so that we can cease the moment and 
make the best of it, carpe diem. 

Humility is another necessary 
ingredient of leadership. Sirach says, 
the higher you are placed, the humbler 
you must become (Sir. 3,19). Humility 
comes from the word humus (soil). So 
humility has to do with having one’s 
feet on the ground, being in touch with 

oneself. I recall when I was Rector one 
student came reporting another to me 
saying: Father, he is always bringing 
me down. I looked at him and said: 
Where were you before? That was the 
end of the discussion. We need to have 
our feet constantly on the ground 
otherwise we lose touch with who we 
are. Please pray for the new council to 
be ever more realistic, authentic and 
down-to-earth in their service.

Usually people have high expectations 
of new leaders. The title and honour 
which accompany leadership office are 
often insufficient to compensate for the 
stress and the sufferings involved. 
People can be impatient with new 
leader so that in a very short time one 
hears the cry: Take us back to Egypt 
where we had fresh pots and ate our fill 
of bread (Exod. 16,3). The new 
leadership expresses thanks to the 
Chapter Fathers for the confidence and 
trust demonstrated in their choice 
while appealing for everyone’s 
patience as well as contribution so that 
we can all together take MSP to a 
higher level. 

J. F. Kennedy, former President of 
America once said to the Americans: 
Do not think of what America can do 
for you rather think of what you can do 
for America. In our own case, please do 
not think of what MSP can do for you, 
rather think of what you can do for 
MSP. Please accompany the new 
leadership with your constant prayers. 
May God’s blessings be with each and 
everyone of us in Jesus’ name!

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  A c t i n g  S u p e r i o r

Very Rev Fr Victor Onwukeme, MSP

THE CATHOLIC AMBASSADORVOL. 30    NOS. 1&24

L

NEWLeadersh i pin MSPNEW in MSP



F o r  t h e  R e c o r d

THE CATHOLIC AMBASSADOR VOL. 30    NOS. 1&2 5

rticle 40 of the Constitutions of 
the Missionary Society of St 
Paul of Nigeria states that “the

General Chapter is the highest authority 
in the Society for all its interest while it is 
in session. It shall be an ecclesial and 
spiritual event in the life of the Society. It 
is convened by the Superior General, or 
the Vicar General, if the Superior General 
cannot act.” Article 41 in the same light 
remarks that “an ordinary General 
Chapter is convened every six years.” It 
was in keeping with the above that the 
Missionary Society of St Paul of Nigeria 
had her 4th General Chapter from 
September 2nd to 15th, 2013.

This all important meeting attracted 39 
delegates from all the Missions and 
regions where MSPs work all over the 
world. It was a reunion of friends and 
contemporaries, of an older generation of 
MSPs and a younger generation, of 
enthusiasm and of great anticipation, of 
joy and immense hope. The Chapter 
moderators were Canon 
Law experts, Fr 
Pachomius Okojie and Fr 
Jude Asanbe. The retreat 
that preceded the plenary 
sessions was moderated 
by Fr Moses Iyanra. 
Bishops Hyacinth 
Egbebo, MSP and 
Anselm Umoren, MSP 
were ex-oficio members 
present (both were 
former Superior Generals 
of the Society), as well as 
two representatives of the 
Associate Missionaries 
of St. Paul and two 
seminarians representing 
temporary members of 
the Society. 

Every one swung to action immediately 
with the retreat that prepared the way for 
the proceedings of the Chapter. There 
was a clear sign that the planning 

committee had done a tremendous job in 
the preparations as everything 
immediately fell into place for what is 
now referred to as a very successful 
Chapter. Remarkable also is the fact that 
this was the shortest MSP Ordinary 
General Chapter. At the end of the one 
day recollection/retreat, the Chapter 
Fathers had the opening Mass of the 
Chapter that was officiated by our 
Ordinary John Cardinal Onaiyekan on the 
3rd of October. This was followed by the 
first plenary session. 

A typical daily routine of the Chapter was 
Morning Prayer at 6:45am followed by 
Mass and breakfast. All were to be seated 

for morning session at 8:30am through 
1:00pm. We were required to reconvene 
at 4:30pm through 7:00pm for the 
afternoon session and 8:30 pm through 
10:30pm for the night sessions. This 
hectic program geared at bringing out the 

best possible decisions for the Society by 
the Chapter Fathers in union with the 
Holy Spirit.

One of the tasks of the Chapter is the 
election of the officers to lead the Society 
in the next six years. This task was duly 
carried out by the Chapter Fathers under 
the supervision of our Ordinary. Those 
elected were: Very Rev Fr Victor 
Onwukeme, MSP Superior General, 
Very Rev Fr Augustine Ogar, MSP Vicar 
General, Very Rev Fr Raphael Asika, 
MSP Councillor, Very Rev Fr Robert 
Kajoh, MSP Councillor and Very Rev Fr 
Patrick Etuk, MSP Councillor.    

 The Chapter came 
to a glamorous end 
with the closing 
Mass that was 
officiated by 
Bishop Hyacinth 
Egbebo, MSP. 
This solemn Mass 
witnessed lots of 
A s s o c i a t e 
Missionaries of St 
Paul members who 
came in their 
glowing uniforms 
and other religious 
who also came to 
felicitate with our 
congregation.   The 
new Superior 

General also delivered his acceptance 
speech at the same Mass while the Rector 
of the Seminary Very Rev Fr Martin 
Yina, MSP gladly gave the closing 
remark of the Chapter. This brought the 
4th General Chapter to a close.

A Elects New
Superior General and Council

MSP
T H E  M I S S I O N A R Y  S O C I E T Y  O F  S T  P A U L  4 T H  G E N E R A L  C H A P T E R

By: Fr Nduka Uzor, MSP

Chapter Fathers
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My ProfoundMy Profound
served in the Central 
Administration of the Missionary 
Society of St. Paul for the  past

twelve years. I was the Vicar General ten 
years and the Acting Superior General for 
twelve (12) years. Within the twelve years I 
have been involved in the management and 
administration of the Missionary Society of 
St Paul's personnel, goods and services. I 
look back at the twelve years with 
sentiments and I acknowledge that it was, 
indeed, a wonderful experience.

Jesus’ recommendation that a leader must 
be the servant of others became more 
profound to me. For me, a leader must, 
indeed, be in cordial relationship with those 
he is leading. It requires trust and mutual 
understanding. The leader must also be in 
close relationship with God. A leader must 
be ready to leave a life of sacrifice and have 
the ability to manage criticisms from those 
being led. “Leadership requires integrity, 
intensive prayer life, readiness to serve 
others, wisdom, willing to listen to advice, 
determined, courageous, frankness, 
openness, good character and industry” 
(C.I.C.M Constitutions and General 
Directory, Rome, 1968, p. 81).

A major concern I had while in office was 
how best to encourage the Missionary 
Society of St Paul priests in various 
missions, so that the work of God could 
continue despite various limitations. The 
Missionaries of St Paul priests are working 
in eighteen countries in Africa, Europe, 
North America and the Caribbean. We are 
grateful to God that “For Christ we are 
Ambassadors” in his vineyard.

While I rejoice at our work of God in the 
missions, the financial demands of training 

future missionaries, the seminarians, was 
my greatest concern. The subsidy for the 
training of the seminarians from the 
Vatican has reduced, and will continue to 
reduce. Grants from foreign agencies have 
equally reduced due to world economic 
crises. Therefore, the funds for the training 
of seminarians and sustaining difficult 
missions have dropped drastically. 
However, God has continued to support and 
provide for us through the generosity of our 
numerous benefactors and benefactresses 
within and outside Nigeria. Since the 
Missionary Society of St Paul is God's 
project, He will continue to provide for its 
existence and well being.

I thank God for the opportunity to serve the 
Missionary Society of St Paul and the 
Universal Church as a Vicar General and 
Acting Superior General. I am grateful to 
God for his many graces. No doubt there 
were times and areas of success and times 
and areas of deficiency in the course of 
carrying out my responsibilities, but all to 
the greater glory of God. Since it is the work 
of God, we do not count successes and 
achievements but our faithfulness. I am a 
mere earthenware jar carrying the mysteries 
of Christ to show forth that our power is 
from God not from ourselves.  (2 Cor.4:7).

I wish to express my profound gratitude to 
the Ordinary of the Missionary Society of 
St Paul, His Eminence, John Cardinal 
Onaiyekan. He is a father and a wonderful 
source of encouragement. I also express my 
gratitude to all the bishops where the 
Missionary Society of St Paul priests are 
working. Thank you for your support. Many 
thanks to the Associate Missionaries of St 
Paul for your unflinching support to the 
MSP mission endeavours. Thank you my 

brother priests and MSP seminarians. My 
duties have enabled me share my life with 
you and yours with me. I am very grateful to 
God for the opportunity to serve you all in 
the Society's Leadership Team. I will not 
forget to thank everyone who prayed or 
helped financially or in any way towards the 
successful completion of the 4th Ordinary 
General Chapter of the Missionary Society 
of St Paul of Nigeria. The two weeks of the 
Chapter were of prayerful discernment and 
evaluation of the life and mission of 
members of the Missionary Society of St 
Paul as a Society of Apostolic Life in the 
Holy Roman Catholic Church.

I am most happy to inform you that during 
the Chapter, and in the election presided 
over by the Ordinary of the Missionary 
Society of St Paul, His Eminence, John 
Cardinal Onaiyekan, the following Fathers 
were elected to the General Council:

Very Rev. Fr. Victor Onwukeme, MSP
Superior General

Very Rev. Fr. Augustine Ogar, MSP
Vicar General

Very Rev. Fr. Raphael Asika, MSP
Councillor

Very Rev. Fr. Robert Kajoh, MSP
Councillor

Very Rev. Fr. Patrick Etuk, MSP
Councillor

Please continue to pray for the Superior 
General and his Council.  Thank you 
everyone for your prayers, support and 
cooperation during my twelve years tenure 
and service as the Vicar General and the 
Acting Superior General of the Missionary 
Society of St Paul of Nigeria.

I By: Rev. Fr. Paul Ofoha, MSP
Former Vicar General and Acting Superior

F o r  t h e  R e c o r d

Gratitude
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2013 MSP Priestly
OrdinationOrdination

ike rain drops upon the 
famished April sand, reviving 
i t  f r om the  s cou rge  and

pestilence of the dry season; the grace of 
ordination, impacted through the 
imposition of hands calmed the anxiety 
and longing of thirteen (13) vibrant 
young men as they were thus raised to 
the sacerdotal order. It was proven 
beyond all doubts that the tears of 
anxiety of seminary formation are indeed 
seeds of joy that blooms at ordination. 
The 29th priestly ordination of the 
Missionary Society of St Paul of Nigeria 
took place at the National Missionary 
Seminary on June 22, 2013.

The procession for the Mass began at 
10:00AM. There were over hundred 
priests at about with Most Rev Dr 
Danlami Bagobiri, Bishop of Kafanchan 
diocese as the chief celebrant and 
ordaining prelate. In his welcome 
remarks before the Collect, the Acting 
Superior General, Very Rev Fr Paul 
Ofoha, MSP expressed gratitude on 
behalf of the Missionary Society of St 
Paul to the ordaining prelate, for his 
promptness at accepting our invitation 
on a very short notice. The opening 
prayer and the readings followed. The 
gospel was proclaimed by Rev Martin 
Ormin VC. As is the tradition, the 
candidates for ordination were 
subsequently presented by the councillor 
in charge of formation, Very Rev Fr 
Ralph Asika MSP. 

In his homily, the bishop with a 
passionate and persuasive tone spoke on 
“Servant Leadership”. His terminus ad 
quo was these words of the scriptures, 
“you know that among the pagans their 
leaders lord it over them . . . it shall not 
be so amongst you”. The priest, he said, 
is ordained to relive the three munera of 
Christ; teaching, sanctifying and 
governing the people of God. This kind 
of governance however is that which 
manifests itself through service; 
therefore, the priest forms the fullness 
upon which is built the service life of the 
Church. Christ preached what he lived 

and lived what he preached. The priest is 
chosen to occupy a special and 
irreplaceable position of service among 
God’s people in practical imitation of 
Christ. He went further to describe the 
beatitudes in the 5th chapter of the 
gospel of Matthew an expression of eight 
concrete values of the life of Christ. Like 
Christ, the servant leader gives his life 
for his flock, develops intimacy with his 
flock, does not lust after but cares for his 
flock, provides for and protects his flock, 
just as the Nigerian flock at present 
needs protection from factors like bad 
leadership and Boko Haram insurgence. 
He enjoined the deacons, to strive to be 
priests modelled after Christ.

Subsequently, the candidates were 
examined according to the stipulation of 
Canon Law. When found worthy 
following the testimony of those in charge 
of their formation and the people of God, 
the prayer of consecration followed with 
which the candidates became priests. Then 
came imposition of hands by the bishop 
and all the priests on each candidate. The 

kiss of peace was a transformation from 
the calm and meticulous steps of formation 
to a euphoric outburst of joy only akin to 
divine presence. The commissioning that 
followed contained some interesting words 
that are worth meditating upon. It says, 
“Receive the oblation of the holy people, 
understand what you do and conform your 
life to the order of Christ’s mystery”.

Another moment of mixed feelings came 
after the post-communion prayer when the 
posting of the newly ordained priests were 
announced. Some were applauded with 
loud cheers while others were greeted 
with silence and sighs of pity by the 
people of God present. Missionary 
experience has shown that what makes a 
mission vibrant is not so much the place as 
it is the person. After the concluding rite 
of the Mass, the procession left the 
podium and terminated at St Paul’s statue 
at about 2:45pm. What a happy day it was!

The newly ordained had their 
orientations to prepare for their primary 
assignments from August 26th to 30th

L
By: Francis Iyke Agadaujah, MSP
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The new priests with Fr. Anthony Ekanem, MSP
after their orientation program in Abuja
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n the month of July, young people 
from around the world gathered in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil to celebrate the

World Youth Day (WYD) events with Pope 
Francis. In all, over 3.5 million pilgrims took 
part in the programme, even though only 
427,000 pilgrims got registered officially. The 
theme of the Brazilian WYD was “Go 
therefore and Make Disciples of All Nations” 
(cf. Matthew 28:19) and it was linked to the 
Synod of Bishops on New Evangelization 
which took place in Rome in October 2012.

Running from July 23 to 28 in Rio de Janeiro, 
the World Youth Day events united young 
people from across the globe to meet each 
other, pray together and hear a message from 
the Holy Father. With the influx of tens of 
thousands of young people, four Brazilian 
airports added an average increase of 58% in 
the number of employees in order to meet the 
additional demand. During the events, 
pilgrims visited places of interest, posed for 
pictures, exchanged small souvenirs and other 
tokens from their home countries. 

Wind and rain on Copacabana beach did not 
stop thousands of young people from 
experiencing the global nature of the Church at 
the Opening Mass of World Youth Day on the 

evening of July 23. The youth were so excited, 
getting to mix up with other young people 
from all over the world. I was very happy to 
see young people from all five continents, 
from all languages, races and nations, 
overcoming language barriers and sharing one 
and the same faith with the Pope in their midst.  
One interesting thing that was noted during the 
event was that so many young people turned 
back to God in the sacraments of 
reconciliation and the Eucharist. 

The Stations of the Cross was one of the high 
points of the WYD.  At each station, famous 
actors and singers as well as consecrated 
persons in the Church read Bible passages on 
the stages. At each station, the Bible passage 
was related to a current issue, such as defence 
of Life, the problem of drug addiction, social 
violence, among others. Copacabana beach 
was perfumed during the Way of the cross. 10 
kilos of incense from five (5) continents were 
burned to symbolise the unity of young 
people from around the world coming 
together for prayers, togetherness and even 
for cultural experience. 

 The WYD in Brazil offered an opportunity 
for young people to grow in the Christian 
values of solidarity, hope and courage. We 

met some Nigerians who 
participated at the function. 
Ogbu Emmanuel, a young 
medical Doctor, said “the 
experience has been so 
awesome…The people 
have been so homely, so 
lovely and so caring.” Fr 
Aniebiet Inyang, an Oblate 
of the Virgin Mary, has this 
to say: “I am really happy 
meeting young people 
being so excited about their 
faith, being ready to break 
barriers and interact with 
other persons from other 

races, colours, without any limitation, being 
excited even under the rain, singing and 
dancing and simply being so happy.  Perla 
Corrales from Texas, (16), was most excited 
about meeting the new Pope: “I think he’s 
amazing,” she said of Pope Francis, “He’s so 
simple, and I love that about him.” 

In the words of Cardinal Stanislaw Rylko, 
president of the Pontifical Council for the 
Laity, WYD is targeted at making the young 
ones “capable of living the Gospel fully and 
of transmitting it with joy.” He added that 
“WYD was truly a prophetic intuition of 
Blessed John Paul II, who effected a 
revolution in the field of youth ministry.”  
Pope John Paul II announced the institution 
of World Youth Day in December, 1985, as 
an annual gathering of youth and young 
adults for prayer, worship and celebration of 
the Catholic faith.  The event is observed 
annually in dioceses and every three years at 
the international level. World Youth Day is 
now an essential part of pastoral work with 
young people. 

Before the Rio de Janeiro event, there was an 
international meeting held at Rocca di Papa in 
Rome and organized by the Pontifical Council 
for the Laity. There were over 250 delegates 
representing Episcopal Conferences of 99 
countries and 45 international movements, 
associations and communities to evaluate the 
World Youth Day in Madrid and prepare for 
the one held in Rio de Janeiro. In that meeting, 
Bishop John Ayah of Ogoja Diocese drew the 
attention of participants to the fact that it is 
due time for Africa to host the WYD also. 
With this consciousness in mind, it is mostly 
likely that after Cracovia 2016 in Poland, 
Africa may have the chance of hosting this 
global youth event. But the big question 
begging for an answer is: which of the African 
countries has the financial means and the 
infrastructure to host such a mega global 
event? Time shall tell. 

I
By: Fr John Idio, OMV

E v e n t s

“Many young people turned back to God in the sacraments
of reconciliation and the Eucharist.” 

WORLD YOUTH DAY:
A Testimony from Rio de Janeiro 2013

Fr. John Idio and some youths at WYD
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agada is one of the villages that 
the priests and seminarians of the 
National Missionary Seminary

Seminary of St Paul Gwagwalada, Abuja 
visit for pastoral care. Inhabitants of 
Pagada are of two ethnic groups. The first 
group is the Gwari ethnic group 
(‘indigenes’) and the Tiv community 
(‘settlers’) who fled from ethnic crises in 
their home state, Benue many years ago. 

Pagada is about 80 kilometres from Abuja 
city, and 20 kilometres from the National 
Missionary Seminary of St Paul, 
Gwagwalada, Abuja. The seminary 
extended its pastoral ministry to Pagada in 
1995. Part of the pastoral ministry was 
teaching English to children. The children 
were enthusiastic about the class. The 

strongest desire of the 
inhabitants of Pagada 
was to have a primary 
school in order that their 
children would receive 
some sort of formal 
education to reduce the 
high rate of illiteracy.

In 1999, the Missionary 
Society of St Paul got a 
grant and built a 
five-room class block. 
The primary school took 
off in February 2000. In 
2008 with the help of another grant, an 
additional five-room class block was 
built. The population of the children had 
increased to about 200, ranging from the 

ages of 5 to 17. Children from 
other villages now attend the 
school. Although the school is 
managed by the Missionary 
Society of St Paul, the school is 
open to children of all faiths: 
Christians, Muslims and 
Traditional Believers. The 
children pay a token school 
fees of N1,000 (US$6) per term 
to make parents, somehow 
become part of the project.
  
Pagada is a rural area, inhabited 
by poor people whose means of 
livelihood is subsistence 
farming. Pagada village lacks 
basic infrastructures from the 
government. There is no good 
road, no electricity and no 
water. The manual borehole 
water project in the school for 
the benefit of the entire village 
was done by the Missionary 
Society of St Paul through the 

assistance of benefactors in 2008. The 
borehole is still functioning both in dry 
and rainy season.

Recently, decent toilets were built and the 
two classroom blocks were also 
renovated. The children and their 
teachers, and the entire Pagada village are 
very grateful to the Missionary Society of 
St Paul, and the benefactors who have 
transformed their life.

The aim of the Missionary Society of St 
Paul is to provide basic education to the 
children of Pagada and other surrounding 
villages. History is changed in Pagada as 
a community in 1999 was almost 90% 
illiterate now have many young adults in 
secondary schools, and undergraduates in 
higher institutions. Some of the teachers 
of the school are products of the school. 
This is the work of God, and a marvel in 
our eyes! Special thanks to Fr Augustine 
Ogar, MSP who initiated the school 
project and all our benefactors who have 
assisted the Missionary Society of St Paul 
in the school project. The school still 
needs regular financial support for its 
operations and maintenance. 

St. Paul’s PRIMARY SCHOOLNew Look takes a New Look By Fr Martin Eke, MSP

P Water project in the
school for the community

St. Paul's Primary School

Some of the pupils in their classroom
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It was another Christmas when God 
manifested His divine love in the midst 
of His people. For the people of Gunyoro 
and Kurumush in Torit County of 
Eastern Equatoria State, South Sudan, 
the last Christmas will stand out to be a 
celebration to be forever remembered. 
We gathered under the large tell tree 
waiting for the Child Jesus to be born. 
Not minding the cold and the creeping 

creatures in the bushes surrounding us, 
the noise of the hyenas and foxes, we 
sang and prayed. 

The Missionaries of St. Paul are working 
in Eastern Equatoria State of South 
Sudan within the diocese of Torit. We 
work among the less privileged and 
poorest of the people to whom the 
presence of a priest means a lot for he is 

seen as the harbinger of hope.  For the 
people of Gunyoro and Kurumush 
respectively, the last time they saw a 
priest was about ten years ago, just 
before the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement (CPA) came into fore. The 
agreement was signed in 2005 by the 
two warring adversaries now known as 
the separate countries of Sudan, and 
South Sudan. 

  As part of empowering the local 
Christians and encouraging them to 
practice their faith, we usually carry the 
youth, men and women in our 
community Toyota land cruiser each 
time we are out on mission. Our long 
Christmas celebration commenced on 
Christmas eve, the 24th of December, 
2012. The choice of place was Gunyoro, 
a 45 minute drive from Torit. Prior 
arrangements had been made in terms of 
informing the Christians of the place 
about our coming. We had already 
informed the Christians among whom 
where the newly baptized (Adults, 
Children and Infants) on the 23rd that we 
will celebrate the Christmas Vigil Mass 
in Gunyoro and the Mass of the Day will 
be in Kurumush. 

Christmas
IN SOUTH SUDAN

The season of Christmas is a season of joy, birth and rebirth. For some Catholics 
in rural missions, it could be the only time in the year when the priests get to 
visit them. Our missionary, Fr. Christian Unachukwu, MSP describes how he 
spent the last Christmas with some of his people in South Sudan. 

By: Rev. Fr. Christian Unachukwu, MSP
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The people gathered in joy and with 
praise of God on their lips, for once, at 
least momentarily, their guns were kept 
far away and their spears at home, as we 
started our Christmas with a film on the 
birth of Jesus (courtesy of the 
Franciscans in the United States). This 
film was already translated into the local 
Lotuko language which is the local 
language of the people. We showed the 
film in an open space and with the aid of 
a microphone and a rechargeable speaker 
(donated by the same Franciscans) we 
were able to keep the people alive and 
carried them along about the wondrous 
events of the incarnation. This was their 
first Christmas Vigil celebration, having 
a priest come to minister to them in the 
night and spent the night with them.

The vigil Mass in Gunyoro ended at 
about 10:45pm after which we continued 
to the next outstation which was about 
one hour drive on the rough stone-filled 
road, about 30 kilometres. We arrived at 

Kurumush around 12:05am 
and found the people, young 
and old, male and females still 
awake singing in thanksgiving 
to God. They eagerly awaited 
with amazement the arrival of 
their priest and particularly 
more astonished to see him set 
up his sleeping tent ready to 
pass the night among them.  

By way of preparation, we 
mounted the speaker on top of 
the land cruiser and used the 
car radio to play some 
Christmas songs purchased 
from Kampala in Uganda. Part 
of our mission preparation for 
Christmas was a week of 
retreat and prayer. For a 
change, we took the South 
Sudanese youth from the 
Parish of Assumption Torit to 
Katikamu to a retreat centre in 
Uganda from 3rd to 10th of 
December, 2012. Eventually 

the Mass began at about 12:33am when 
all the preparations had been completed. 
The people were jubilant and being a 
nomadic people, sleep was not a problem 
at all since they are used to nocturnal 
activities, particularly their fascination 
with the moonlight. 

Being shepherds themselves, the message 
that the birth of Jesus was first proclaimed 
to the poor 
shepherds in the 
field made a lot of 
sense to them and 
they cherished it a 
lot because of 
their own natural 
way of life. In our 
own unique way 
of celebrating, the 
altar was plastered 
with fresh mud. 
Fresh grasses and 
bamboos were 
used to construct 
the altar, while the 

people sat on wooden chairs (as seen on 
the pictures). We finished our Mass at 
about 3am because of the long singing by 
the choir.  

At the end of the Mass, I bid the people 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS and left running 
the small generator the Franciscans had 
donated to us so as to complete the 
nativity film.  Just a few minutes before 
I left for my tent, I could hear them 
singing, heheheh a Heri Herismas, 
hehehehe a Heri Herimas and Hapi Nu 
Year!!!!!!. As I slipped into my black 
transparent tent out there on the cold as 
the place is on a plateau, I heard some 
intense joyous noise, singing and 
clapping from the people. I was forced 
to come out and inquire what was going 
on. The Catechist said to me: ‘ Fr Chris, 
the Christians now believe that you are 
their father and one of them by not 
sleeping in your car, but sleeping in the 
tent outside like themselves. Tears and a 
sense of fulfilment overwhelmed me. I 
thanked God as I waved at them and 
went in again to catch a little sleep 
before the dawn as I would be 
celebrating Masses again in the morning 
at 8am and 12noon respectively.

The memory of that Christmas vigil on 
the open plateau lingers on. After all, 
Christmas is the story of Emmanuel, God 
dwelling with us despite the sins and 
frailty of humanity. 

Christmas
IN SOUTH SUDAN







ontemplating on the Year of 
Faith, one cannot but notice 
with gratitude the deep faith

expressed by the countless number of 
‘ordinary’ faithful who have come to 
believe in Jesus and in the Church as 
a universal sacrament of salvation. 
We remember our brothers and sisters 
in the countryside who even without 
the opportunity for daily or even 
Sunday masses in their communities, 
would gather in the Church very early 
in the morning to pray and share the 
word of God together and with great 
value for the sacraments. Love of 
neighbour compels these brothers and 
sisters of ours to share the little they 
have with those who are in need and 
contribute even their widow’s mite 
for the sustenance of the church and 
her ministers.  

As often the 
case, these 
people do 
not have 
m u c h 
theology to 
e x p l a i n . 
They do not 
really worry 
about where 
the pope or 
b i s h o p 
comes from. 
Those are 
not their 
c o n c e r n s ! 
They just have a simply catechesis, a 
simply faith. And like the mustard 
seed, that is sufficient. If they ever 
seek clarity about the teachings of the 
Church, it is not so that they may 
believe. But like St Anselm will put it, 
it is ‘Faith seeking understanding.’

SABINA’S FAITH
For the worshipping community at St 
Patrick’s House of Formation Nakuru, 
Kenya the faith of Sabina Bonuke 
stands tall. Sabina was born more than 
80 years ago in Kisii land in the now 
Nyanza Province, Western Kenya. Her 
faith journey, like that of most 
Kenyans of her age goes back to the 
early European missionaries who came 

to Africa. As a young girl, she had to 
walk for miles to attend catechism 
classes and often had to go in group to 
camp at the Parish centre for the Easter 
celebrations. Sabina still remembers 
that she never used to understand the 
language of the missionaries but that 
some of the prayers like the rosary and 
the responses at mass were translated 
into her native language. 

She had learnt to pray the rosary in 
her native language and has since 
then carried the rosary with her 
wherever she goes. After the death of 
her husband and the urban migration 
of her children, Sabina was forced by 
circumstances to relocate to Nakuru 
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‘Faith Without Language’:
THE STORY OF SABINA

Recalling with Gratitude
By: Fr EnimAbasi Macjoe, MSP

Y e a r  o f  F a i t h
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Sabina flanked by Edward Osoro and Fr. MacJoe Enimabasi, MSP
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where she currently lives close to the 
St Patrick’s Formation House under 
the care of her daughter. Leaving 
home, she left so many things behind 
but the one thing that travelled with 
her to Nakuru was her faith. Even 
with her gradually failing sight and 
feeble body, she makes it a point of 
duty to attend masses on Sundays 
with the little assistance of her 
walking stick. Her punctuality is 
impressive. Unable to open the rather 
sophisticated door of the chapel for 
someone her age, it is not uncommon 
to meet her about ten minutes before 
mass sitting patiently outside waiting 
for someone to let her in. 
Unfortunately for 
Sabina, the responses to 
the mass she had learnt 
back at home were in 
Kisi language but there 
is no Church in Nakuru 
where masses are 
celebrated in her 
language. 

The masses in the 
Formation House are either 
in English or Kiswahili (the 
official Languages of 
Kenya) and Sabina does 
not understand or speak 
these languages. Yet her 
faith brings her to mass. 
Her gestures during 
worship depict a person of 
faith and she struggles in 
her own way to stay 
connected with the 
celebration expressing her 
faith even without the 
luxury of language. 
Materially, she may never 

have much, as she relies totally on the 
support she gets from here children. Yet 
she never comes to church without her 
widow’s mite to offer during offertory 
collection.  

In a church where there are no 
kneelers, Sabina puts her trembling 
knees on the hard tiled floor of the 
chapel during consecration and after 
the reception of the Eucharist – never 
minding whether or not everyone else 
is standing or sitting. She does not 
understanding the readings or the 
homily but she knows in her heart that 
the priest is giving the congregation the 
Word of God. She may not know the 

difference between the new translation 
of the missal and the old one, but she 
has the faith that tells her that the 
words of the priests and the responses 
of the people at mass are words of the 
community in prayer. Assessing from 
her life style and the testimony of those 
who know her, her only language of 
faith is Love.
 
CONCLUSION 
The faith of Sabina brings to mind the 
experiences of our parents at a time 
when masses where celebrated in 
Latin. Living the faith in such a context 
reveals, perhaps, something of God as 
a mystery we might not always fully 

comprehend or adequately 
express. The ‘Sabinas’ in 
our communities in this 
year of faith teach us 
among other things the 
lessons of faith, and 
fidelity. As Martin Luther 
King, Jr would put it: 
‘Faith is taking the first 
step even when you don’t 
see the whole staircase.’ 
We need to trust God even 
when we cannot 
empirically here and now 
verify all His promises 
.The challenge before us 
who live in a world of so 
much advancement in all 
spheres including 
theology, is to ask for 
ourselves individually and 
collectively the question 
posed by Jesus to his 
follower: ‘When the son 
of Man comes, will He 
find any faith on the 
earth? (Luke 18:8)

Y e a r  o f  F a i t h

Sabina at prayer



marriage
aith is a free gift from God, 
given to each one of us 
individual. Also, faith is

believing in a God who loves us 
unconditionally. Faith is accepting 
Jesus’ death on the cross in 
atonement for our sins. 
Faith means knowing that 
we are all children of God 
and letting this faith 
determine how we live 
our lives.

We decided to share our 
faith story as a couple because we 
believe that, in our sacramental 
marriage, we two truly became one. 
We accepted the love of God 
expressed to us in Jesus and choose 
to live out our Christian witness in 
the Catholic Church, specifically at 

our parish of St. Philip Neri in 
Houston, Texas. We have both been 
involved in ministry in the Church 
for many years, serving as 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion. We also participate 

weekly in our Lectio 
Divina Bible and 
Exercise group.

As we get to know 
Christ, we grow in 
our faith. As we grow 
in our faith, we are to 

make Christ known. I have taught in 
Catholic schools and served for 16 
years as an associate director in the 
Office of Catechesis and 
Evangelization of the Archdiocese 
of Galveston-Houston. We see 
ourselves as a sign and witness of the 
love of God and we strive to live 
good Christian lives. We bring 
Communion to the sick and I serve 
as a catechist in our religious 
education program.

We are both retired now and our 
main ministry is to pass on the faith 
to our children, grandchildren and 
now, great grandchildren. Every 
Wednesday evening we gather as a 
family to thank God, pray together 
and share a family meal. We, as 

Catholics are so fortunate that we 
have so many ways and opportunities 
to grow in our faith.

I continue to grow in the faith by 
going to Mass daily and taking part 
in Adoration of Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament. This has really helped me 
to slow down and appreciate the love 
of God, as I take long loving looks at 
Jesus. Even in “retirement” one can 
still bury oneself with many things 
that do not lead to a closer walk with 
God. I pray each day for a loving 
discerning heart, for the mind of 
Christ and to do God’s will. 
 
George and Bea Cunningham are Associate 

Missionaries of St. Paul and Parishioners of 

St. Philip Neri, Houston, Texas.
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“I pray
each day for a

loving discerning
heart...”
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PERSISTENT PRAYER

rayer is one of the hallmarks 
of Christianity. It is one of 
the most important ways that

a Christian communicates, interacts 
or relates with God. Jesus himself 
communicated with the Father 
through prayer, and taught his 
disciples how to pray. In itself, 
prayer is an act in which the human 
being acknowledges the greatness 
and supremacy of God over all 
creation. In prayer, one admits that 
no one else can be of help except 
God, and no one else can change the 
situation of things except God. 
Therefore, prayer is an act of 
humility. In it one could beg God for 
forgiveness, make an intercession on 
behalf of another, present a special 
request or wish to be fulfilled, praise, 
adore and thank God, or meditate on 
God’s greatness and works of 
salvation in history. By the very act 
of praying, one should be aware that 
one’s prayer may not be accepted by 
God, and so one intensifies the 
request, presenting it in a way that is 
expected to move God to answer 
positively in compassion, not as a 
human right. Even when one’s prayer 
involves the praise of God, one still 
has to adopt an attitude of total 
submission, humility, or surrender to 

God’s will and benevolence, asking 
that God should please accept his or 
her thanks and praises.

Despite this understanding of prayer, 
it is, however, easy to feel extremely 
discouraged when one’s prayer is not 
answered, especially after a long 
period of prayer. One can also feel 
terribly disappointed when one’s 
prayer has not been answered 
quickly, or in the manner which one 
wanted the prayer to be answered by 
God. It is then that people ask 
questions: what then is the point in 
praying? Is there really God? Does 
God care for me at all? Is God 
punishing me for an offence or sin 
which I may have committed? Why 
only me?  Doubtless, many who have 
felt this way have eventually become 
tired of praying, weak in prayer, 
weak in their faith, and begun to live 
in sadness, fear, loneliness, anger, 
discontentment, and undue 
resignation to fate. Many have 
become antagonistic towards people 
and withdrawn into themselves 
sometimes out of shame. They may 
be full of tears, sighing always with 
regrets, ever anxious, and appear 
dull. Some people may even become 
impossible to deal or live with 
whether at home, in society or 
church. A number of such people 
invariably develop suicidal 

tendencies – all because they cannot 
understand why their prayers have 
not been answered by God.

If only such people knew the power 
of God, and the fact that God’s ways 
are not our ways! If only they knew 
that there is not a single prayer that 
goes unanswered! If only they knew 
the secret of persistent prayer! Can 
one be tired of eating, even though 
one will get hungry again? Do you 
not realize that prayer is what 
sustains us daily, and the more we 
pray and the longer we pray, the 
more and longer we are sustained? 
The problem could be that God does 
sustain us, and give an answer to our 
prayer, but we may be too blind to 
see the results of our prayer, too 
deaf to hear the answer by God, too 
proud to accept God’s decision, and 
too weak to know what to do. We 
may also be looking in the wrong 
direction for the solution to our 
problems: our ‘enemies’ instead of 
God; destruction, instead of 
building. As a result, we may even 
find ourselves praying with 
impurity in us (cf. Isa 29:13-14). Let 
us rather pray like Solomon (1 
Kings 3:5-14), the widow (Luke 
18:1-8), and Jesus (Luke 22:39-46). 
Let us pray in the way Jesus taught 
us to pray (Matt 6:5-13; Matt 
7:7-11; Luke 11:1-13).

P

MOVES Mountains

Rev. Fr. Anthony Iffen Umoren, MSPFaiththat



MY INSPIRATION
On March 13, 2013, history was made 
with the election of Cardinal Jorge 
Bergoglio as the 267th pope. He took the 
simple name Francis. On Holy Thursday, 
at the Chrism mass which he celebrated 
at St Peter's square, he enjoined priests to 
go out and anoint the people. He insisted 
that priests must get into their priestly 
ministry with their “skin and heart”.  
Unarguably, these are the two points by 
which we encounter and engage the 
world in most remarkable fashion. All 
contacts have skin. And their strengths or 
weaknesses are engraved in the heart. By 
this, he meant that priests must get out of 
the comfort of their homes to be where 
the sheep are. This invitation of Pope 
Francis to priests summarized for me all 
that I have seen in South Africa. 

CHURCH 
ADMINISTRATION
South Africa is clearly an advanced 
country in comparison to all other 

countries in Sub-Saharan Africa. It has 
what is adjudged as the most progressive 
(if progress means western liberal 
model) constitution. In addition, it has 
the most vibrant press in Africa, free and 
fair elections, a world-class financial 
system etc. There is a strict monitoring 
of finance in all strata of the society. The 
Church is clearly structured in the 
Western style yet very African in its 
“skin and heart.” There is corruption but 
people are taken to account for corrupt 
practices. 

Although the Missionaries of St Paul 
have been working in South Africa since 
1993; it was not until 2010 that the 
archbishop of Johannesburg assigned us 
a pastoral area. I arrived in the 
archdiocese of Johannesburg on 
September 25, 2012. Johannesburg is the 
largest diocese in the country in terms of 
population, number of parishes and 
pastoral personnel. It has functional 
departments like pastoral, liturgy, family 

and life, HIV Aids desk, catechesis and 
of course finance. The standard of the 
diocesan administration is as high as one 
can get anywhere else in the developed 
world. This organization is a testimony 
to the development of South African 
Society. The different departments are 
staffed by very qualified and competent 
lay people, religious and a few priests. 
Each parish has the same departments as 
the diocese. 

Parish administration stands on three 
strong legs- the Priests, the Parish 
Pastoral Council and the Parish Finance 
Committee.  The priest is the president of 
both councils. No decisions are taken 
without the parish but the priest who 
wants peace and progress dares not take 
decisions without the councils. The lay 
people are highly motivated and 
committed. 

THE FAMILY
AND CULTURE
For anyone who is able to get over the 
cultural shock, there is so much to learn 
from South African Church. Some of the 
cultural shock borders around family, 
finance and social interaction. The 
family is not strictly composed of father, 
mother and children. It is not uncommon 
to see a family made up of the mother 
and the children. Each member of the 
family manages his or her finances as he 
or she wishes and there is no strict 
obligation weighing on one's back to 
share it with anyone else. 

One of the very important lessons I have 
learnt is the care and heart that people 
bring to the Church. Even though many 
are struggling with the normal human 

F r o m  t h e  M i s s i o n s
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difficulties of 
economy, health, 
implication of 
political greed, they 
still show an 
impressive amount 
of care to one 
another in the 
Church. People 
come to the Church 
g e n u i n e l y 
motivated. One of 
the first things I 
observed is that 
people are not 
coming to Church 
with a load of 
prayer intentions 
that they are tabling 
before God. Neither do they come to 
flog God to solve those problems in a 
form that betrays a total incapacity. 
They come fully confident of the 
caring God who has given humanity 
everything and yet is there to show real 
love fulfilled in Jesus Christ. My 
experience in South Africa so far is 
that people come to Church as if 
everything depended on God and yet 
participate as if everything depended 
on them. 

OUR CHALLENGES
The greatest challenges to South 
African Church right now, as I see it 
are two. The first is the shortage of 
priests to serve the people. The second 
is the effect of aggressive secularism. 
Vocation to the priestly and religious 
life is very poor. Most priests in 
Johannesburg archdiocese and indeed 
elsewhere in the country serve more 
than two parishes and in some cases, 
many outstations. The effect of this is 
that the faithful are not sufficiently 
served, while the priests are 
overworked. The end result is the 
Catholic Church losing many members 
to other Christian groups and belief 

systems. Secondly, due to a liberal 
constitution meant to accommodate 
and pacify all shades of views in 
post-apartheid South Africa, most 
ordinary South Africans are heckled in 
our fronts by thoughts, beliefs and 
practical systems that they normally 
would have nothing to do with. These 
two challenges, in my view, weigh so 
heavily in the work of evangelization. 

At the moment, the 
Church is tackling 
the challenge of the 
shortage of priestly 
vocations with 
p e r m a n e n t 
diaconate and 
active lay 
ministries. Having 
said the above, I 
realize the amount 
of dialogue within 
the Church is so 
high. The future is 
so hopeful for the 
Church because the 
lay population is 
growing daily.  
Many of them are 

highly qualified professionals in 
different fields and they bring these to 
the service of their local parish 
communities. The openness to 
dialogue within parishes, as it appears 
to me, is already a strong foundation 
for dialogue with other faith groups 
and belief systems.     

Fr John is working in the archdiocese 
of Johannesburg South Africa



he Christian call to evangelization 
transcends boundaries and as such, 
there is no limit to the parameters of

witnessing to God’s love in words and actions. 
Consequently, on August 24, 2013, Most Rev. 
Dr. Anselm Umoren, MSP, the auxiliary bishop 
of Abuja Catholic Archdiocese, Nigeria, arrived 
in Toronto, Canada to lead an annual 
pilgrimage, which was organized by the St. 
Josephine Black Heritage Group. The Shrine 
was built in honour of eight Jesuit missionaries 
who lived, worked and were martyred in 
Canada during the mid-17th century. These 
Jesuits now known as the Canadian Martyrs 
were canonized by Pope Pius XI in 1930. Since 
the 1980s, the grounds of the Shrine have 
become a sacred space for pilgrimages. 

The St. Josephine Bakhita pilgrimage started in 
the year 2011. Since then, the pilgrimage has 
become an annual prayer event, drawing 
people from both within and outside of Canada. 
The St. Josephine Bakhita pilgrimage aims at 
promoting a new evangelization, a renewal of 
faith, hope and love in Christ in service of the 
diverse nationalities within the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Toronto. The annual 
pilgrimage is inspired by the life of St. 
Josephine Bakhita, whose deep desire was to 

make the Lord known to the whole world. This 
year’s pilgrimage saw thousands of pilgrims 
come together to pray as God’s family. One 
significant aspect of the pilgrimage was the 
unveiling and blessing of the statue of Our 
Lady of Kibeho by Bishop Umoren.  

Kibeho is a small town located in the southern 
part of Rwanda. In November 28, 1981, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to a young girl, 
Alphonsine Mumureke, and revealed herself as 
Nyina Wa Jambo {Mother of the Word}. 
Subsequently, Our Lady appeared to Nathalie 
Mukamazimpaka on January 12, 
1982, and Marie Claire 
Mukangango on March 2, 1982. 
Today Kibeho remains a place of 
encounter for all who seek Christ 
with a sincere heart. With the 
erection of the statute of Our 
Lady of Kibeho, pilgrims to the 
Martyrs’ Shrine will be reminded 
of Mary’s central message at 
Kibeho; the invitation to embrace 
the Cross, a call to conversion 
through a life of prayer and 

confession, a life renewed by the Word of God, 
and by the works of charity and justice.

In his homily at the closing Mass for the 
pilgrims, Bishop Umoren reminded the 
pilgrims that “holiness is not the concern of a 
privileged few, nor does it only pertain to 
Christians of the past. Holiness is always a call 
to every Christian of every age, a challenge for 
anyone who wants to follow in the footsteps of 
Christ. Holiness never goes out of fashion.” 
Next year’s pilgrimage is scheduled for August 
23, 2014, at Canadian Martyrs’ Shrine. 

T

he 28th of May 2013 has become 
one of the memorable dates in the 
history of the Missionary Society of

St. Paul of Nigeria. It was on this day that the 
Archbishop of Abuja and the Ordinary of the 
Missionary Society of St Paul, His Eminence, 
John Cardinal Onaiyekan, blessed the grotto 
of OUR LADY OF THE MISSIONS at the 
National Missionary Society of St Paul, 
Gwagwalada, Abuja.

In a brief remark, John Cardinal Onaiyekan said 
that the grotto was blessed in honour of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary who was the first 
missionary by bringing Jesus into the world. He 
said that the presence of the grotto in the seminary 
would afford many people of the opportunity to 
pray to God through the intercession of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary. The Cardinal prayed, 
“Blessed are those who conceived the idea of the 
grotto, blessed are those who helped to bring the 
idea to reality, and more blessed are those who 
will come to the grotto to pray.”

The Acting Superior General, Very Revd. Fr 
Paul Ofoha, MSP, recalled that the idea of the 
grotto was conceived in 2011 and expressed 
gratitude to God that some generous men and 
women had helped the MSP to bring the idea 
to a reality. Fr Ofoha expressed his vision in 
this manner, “I hope that this grotto being the 

first of its kind in Nigeria and will 
become a national shrine.”

The occasion was witnessed by priests, 
seminarians and some associates of the 
Missionary Society of St Paul. In 
attendance also were the major 
sponsors of the construction of the 
grotto, Dr Bartholomew and Mrs Jane 
Ebong, accompanied by Mrs Tessy 
Etok, AMSP (the Chairperson of the 
MSP Open Day Planning Committee 
for 2011 and 2012).

The blessing of the grotto was followed by a 
reception for John Cardinal Onaiyekan in 
honour of his creation as a Cardinal by His 
Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI.
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Cardinal Onaiyekan flanked by
Dr & Mrs Bartholomew Ebong

(Sponsors of the Grotto) after
the dedication of the Grotto.
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OF THE G R O T T O
OF OUR LADY
OF THE MISSIONS

By Fr Martin Eke, MSP

Blessing
THE

at the National Missionary Seminary
of St. Paul, Gwagwalada, Abuja

By Rev. Idara Otu, MSP
Pilgrims BeyonD Borders

Bishop Umoren blessing the
statue of Our Lady of Kibeko



Heavenly Father, you created us and you care for us: 
We thank you for taking the Missionary Society of St.
Paul into your care. 
We ask you to continue to watch over us. Fill us with 
your love, and help us to build a family where each 
member irrespective of tribe, feels at home with other 
members and is encouraged to give his best in the 
missionary work. 

Lord Jesus, you died for us and you call us to be your 
witnesses to the ends of the earth: we thank you for 
enabling us to participate in this your saving work 
among people of every race. Fill us with zeal and a sense 
of commitment like St. Paul, to bear witness to your love 
and reconciliation. Help us with a lifestyle that will 
make us proclaim your Word with power and 
conviction. Send us your grace to make good whatever 

is lacking in us as individuals and as a Society. 

O Holy Spirit, you enlightened the hearts of the apostles, 
we beseech you now to continue to enlighten us and 
consecrate us in the truth. May each of us realize how 
invaluable our contributions can be, and thus invest our 
energies towards the success of our missionary 
endeavours. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our Lady Queen of Apostles, pray for us 
St. Paul our Patron, pray for us, 
May the souls of our departed MSP brothers, AMSP
brothers and sisters, and the souls of the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.
(To be said daily by all MSP and AMSP)

Daily Prayer for MSP 
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A book on the life and ministry of His 
Eminence, Dominic Cardinal Ekandem, 
no matter how rudimentary or late in 
time of publication, will always be 
welcome and pleasant to possess as a 
rare treasure. We now have available a 
well and thoroughly researched account 
of one of the greatest fathers and leaders 
of the Church in Nigeria. For the pains 
and diligence taken by Fr. Nwosuh to 
produce and place on record a biography 
of Cardinal Dominic Ekandem and the 
Growth of the Catholic Church in 
Nigeria, the Church in Nigeria will 
forever remain grateful.

I consider it a great privilege to review 
this monumental and precious testimony 
to such an esteemed prince of the 
Church and an eminent son of Nigeria, 
Dominic Cardinal Ignatius Ekandem. 
The author ironically, in the 
introductory part of this book with 
sixteen chapters, disclaimed what he 
actually succeeded to do: a display of 
rhetoric, an excellence of composition, a 
beauty and persuasiveness of style 
which renders the text not only 
informative but highly inspiring and 
educative and is pleasant to read. 

Chapter one entitled “An Eventful Year” 
describes the world and the period into 
which Cardinal Ekandem was born. The 
period was notably one during which 

Irish missionaries came to evangelize 
Nigeria at the beginning of the twentieth 
century. The life and mission of these 
early missionaries made a great impact 
on the young Ekandem, helping to shape 
his destiny. The story of the Cardinal's 
early childhood and family upbringing, 
his primary school education and 
subsequent conversion to Catholicism 
and entry into the minor seminary, and 
journey to the priesthood form the focus 
of chapters two and three of the book. 

"With the priestly ordination of Fr. 
Dominic Ekandem the costly sacrifice of 
the early missionaries had not been in 
vain", the author noted. Inspired by the 
missionary priests under whom he 
served young Fr. Ekandem learnt "how 
to be a missionary in my own country." 
He learnt to make sacrifices, taking to 
trekking and meeting the people in their 
own context. The context and content of 
a typical pastoral visit was graphically 
described here. These treks served as 
promotion of vocation to the priesthood. 
It was while living and working with 
missionaries that Dominic imbibed and 
cultivated the spirit and virtues that 
enabled him to be successful in the work 
of evangelization. He saw to the 
development of a minor seminary at 
Afaha Obong. As the first rector of the 
seminary, he learnt to mobilize the 
people to assist, build up, and maintain 
the seminary. He established pious 
societies for the lay people like the 
Legio Mariae, Catholic Teachers' 
Association, and Women's League 
which became the forerunner of the 
Catholic Women Organization. 

Christian marriage received much of his 
attention. He gave adequate preparation 
to couples before marriage; and 
established marriage preparatory 
quarters. These are phases of pastoral 
activity very much neglected today, but 
cannot continue to be without betrayal 
of the legacy of Cardinal Ekandem. 

Appointed bishop in August 1953, seven 
years into priestly ordination, Pope Pius 
XII made him the Auxiliary Bishop of 
Calabar. It was a period of rapid changes 
and growth of the Church in Nigeria. The 
hierarchy had been established on 18th 
April 1950, preceded by the political 
wind of change that affected the Church. 
It was the hour of Africa, the 
indigenization of the leadership of the 
Church in Africa had begun. By 1959, on 
the eve of Nigeria's independence, there 
were 15 ecclesiastical jurisdictions under 
3 provinces established by Pope Pius XII 
and Pope John XXIII. All these were 
woven together in chapter five of the 
compendium. Under this arrangement a 
period of consolidation in the 
establishment of the Church in Nigeria 
began. More dioceses and residential 
bishops were appointed. Dominic 
Ekandem had to face the challenges of a 
mission territory with the creation of 
Ikot-Ekpene Diocese to which he was 
appointed its first bishop in 1963. It was 
above all the period of the Second 
Vatican Council (1962-1965). The 
experience of Bishop Ekandem's 
participation at the Council was fully 
described in the seventh chapter. 

The Nigeria civil war or Nigeria-Biafra 

Author: Rev. Fr. Cosmas K.O. Nwosuh MSP, Ph.d.
Publisher: Ambassador Publications        Pages: 541      Size: 9”x6”
Reviewer: Rt. Rev. Anthony O. Gbuji, Bishop Emeritus of Enugu Diocese

Cardinal Dominic Ekandem
  and the Growth of the
   Catholic Church in Nigeria
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war described vividly in chapter eight of 
the book was a most sorrowful chapter 
in the history of Nigeria and of the 
Church. Reading through this chapter 
brought tears to my eyes. As an actor at 
the war-front I remembered what 
happened to me and the Western Ibos 
both from the hands of the Biafran and 
the Nigerian army. One reads with rapt 
interest the part played by the Holy See 
during the conflict. 

The Church and the New Era (1970-1979) 
formed the theme of the ninth chapter of 
this study. It was a period of reconstruction, 
reintegration and reconciliation. After the 
collapse, the bishops of Nigeria came back 
to reunite as one Church. The martyrdom of 
the missionaries in Nigeria was well 
described: The hour of glory for the 
missionaries had come. The expulsion of 
missionary personnel from Eastern Nigeria 
turned out to be a blessing in disguise. God 
opened the floodgate to vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life that we enjoy 
today, ushering in the Nigerianization of 
the leadership of the local Church. It was 
under Cardinal Ekandem, as the President 
of Catholic Bishops' Conference of Nigeria, 
that the renaissance of the Catholic Church 
in Nigeria reached its glory. He combined 
the bond of rehabilitation and 
reconstruction in Ikot Ekpene to the 
administration of Port Harcourt Diocese 
(1970-1973). When Port Harcourt ministry 
passed on to Bishop Edmund Fitzgibbon, 
Bishop Ekandem built up a model diocese 
in Ikot Ekpene that influenced the lay 
apostolate and local music in the liturgy the 
dignity of which he rigorously upheld 
throughout the nation.

In the eleventh chapter, the erudite 
scholar articulated the activities of 
Bishop Ekandem as the President of the 
CBCN, beginning in 1973. In that 
capacity, he led the Church not only 
through the period of transition from war 
to peace but also through the crisis of 
post Vatican II trauma. His major 
pre-occupations were the unity of the 

Church in Nigerian, especially within the 
CBCN, and the quality of the priesthood 
in Nigeria. He forged for himself the 
image of an apostle of unity par 
excellence. In this position of office 
Ekandem was created a Cardinal on 27 
April 1976. He was the first 
English-speaking and the second 
Cardinal in West Africa. 

What followed is the most glorious 
chapter of the work that Fr. Nwosuh 
recorded painstakingly: The "Birth of a 
Missionary Church, (1954-1986)" in 
Nigeria. The words of Pope Paul VI in 
Kampala, Uganda: "You Africans are 
missionaries to yourselves" (1969) was a 
landmark in the evolution of missionary 
vocations in Nigeria. The Vatican II 
document Ad Gentes no. 20 had already 
laid the foundation – “it is appropriate 
that young Churches should share as 
soon as possible in the universal 
missionary work of the Church.” The 
idea of establishing a National 
Missionary Seminary for Nigeria came 
from the Cardinal in 1956. He was 
convinced of the urgent need of an 
African missionary apostolate. His idea 
of a national missionary institute was 
accepted by the CBCN who now became 
the founders of The National Missionary 
Seminary of St. Paul and the Missionary 
Society of St. Paul. I consider this 
chapter, the twelfth, to be the golden 
chapter of the book. 

The author moves on to describe the 
years after the Cardinal's service as 
CBCN president. He was always there 
for consultations in matters of Church 
and State. He played key roles during the 
1982 visit to Nigeria of Pope John Paul 
II; and the celebration of the centenary of 
Roman Catholicism in Eastern Nigeria, 
1985. Chapter fourteen describes the 
development of the Church in the new 
Federal Capital Territory. Ekandem 
spearheaded the creation of the 
independent mission of Abuja (missio 
sui iuris Abuiensis). With great 

foresight, he mobilized the bishops and 
the Church to plan and develop the new 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction we now know 
today as the Archdiocese of Abuja. He 
became its first local Ordinary with the 
appointment from the Holy See on 
November 6, 1981. The diligent and 
effective physical and pastoral 
developments of this mission by 
Cardinal Ekandem were vividly 
described in this part of the book. 

Eventide (1992-1995) came as the 
author approached the end of the 
apostolic journey of one of the greatest 
sons of the Church in Africa. “I have 
fought the good fight to the end; I have 
run the race to the finish; I have kept 
the faith" (2 Tim. 4:6-8). These are the 
words of the great apostle of Christ, 
Paul. They very aptly describe the 
concluding chapter of the inspiring 
story of one of the noblest Christian 
priests and prelates that gave their lives 
in the work of evangelization in 
Nigeria. It evokes from the deepest 
heart of any keen reader the part played 
by and the contributions of Cardinal 
Ekandem, a prayerful acclamation: 
DEO GRATIAS! THANKS BE TO 
GOD! ALLELUIA! 

This magnificent work ends with an 
Epilogue entitled: “The Local Church 
Cardinal Ekandem Left Behind”. It 
struck a tune of joy and triumph for a 
mission accomplished. At the age of 
seventy eight years Cardinal Ekandem 
died leaving a great Church in Nigeria. 
The details of this legacy have been 
described in a most inspiring way 
throughout the pages of the book. The 
Church in Nigeria will remain forever 
grateful to God, to the prelate, and to the 
author. This book must be placed in the 
curricula of all the Church educational 
institutions in Nigeria. It is bound to 
inspire all of us and thousands yet 
unborn to engage vigorously in the New 
Evangelization for deepening our Faith 
and Love for Our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Fr. Emmanuel Akpaidem, MSP working with the youths in Malawi

Fr. Emmanuel Akpaidem, MSP working with the youths in Malawi
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