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omeone has written that though gratitude may be the least of all 
virtues, ingratitude remains the worst of all vices. Missionaries 
who labour in the Lord’s vineyard far away from their country,

family and friends can sometimes feel unappreciated by the people they are 
called to serve. Yes, the scriptures quote Jesus as saying to his disciples that 
after they have done what they ought to do they should not be eager for loud 
acclamations and praise. They are encouraged to simply take a bow off the 
stage and declare themselves unworthy servants who have only done what they 
were supposed to do. But Jesus himself expressed surprise that after he healed 
the ten lepers, only one came back to say ‘thank you’. It sometimes follows 
that after a priest has put in so many years of fruitful pastoral service for a 
community, he leaves without the majority of the people he labored to serve 
offering as much as a ‘thank you’.  It is assumed that he ought to have received 
his gratitude from the God who called him to serve. He is expected to carry 
himself with grace under the pressure of ingratitude.

 In this regard, Drew Page and Andrea Meeks, both sisters and 
parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes Gatesville, Texas, have done something 
civilized and noble by saying goodbye in gratitude to MSP priests who had the 
privilege to serve in their community. These priests, Frs. Robert Kajoh and 
Anthony Mbanefo, left golden memories in the hearts of that worshipping 
community. These sisters decided to share their story of gratitude and the 
impact of these two pastors on their lives and that of the families with readers 
of this magazine.

 Gratitude must be a two-way traffic. Priests should learn to value and 
appreciate their parishioners. While they ought to correct and sometime rebuke 
those who stray, they should never be slow in commending those who go 
beyond the call of duty to ensure that the parish truly becomes a community of 
fraternal warmth and spiritual fruitfulness. Lay people on the other hand 
should realize that the priest is not a superman. Yes, they ought always to pray 
for their priest. But then, a little thank you to the priest for an inspiring homily 
is never out of place. A thoughtful word or deed from the people he serves will 
always be a source of encouragement to the priest. Let us give flowers to 
people when they can smell them. Eulogies and funeral 
orations are for the comfort of the living, not the dead.

 The Missionary Society of St. Paul recently 
celebrated 25 years of ministry in the United States. In 
gratitude to God, our priests and Associates all over 
America, and friends gathered in Houston for a Mass of 
Thanksgiving. You will read about this and many other 
interesting articles in this edition specially packaged for 
your delight. Happy reading and God bless you!
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L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r

I really appreciate you people for the work you do for the 
spread of the gospel. I read the Catholic Ambassador 
magazine Vol. 28, No. 3 you people came to sell in our 
parish, St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church, 
Okokomaiko, Lagos. I found the articles rich and very 
enlightening. May the good Lord continue to bless, 
strengthen, protect, preserve, and guide all MSP priests 
and AMSP members.

Cynthia Okwudishu
Lagos, Nigeria

I read with interest the 
article by Fr. Martin Eke, 
MSP, on the “Charismatic 
Renewal Movement in 
Nigeria 2” (Catholic 
Ambassador, Vol. 28, No. 
2, March, 2011). I would 
have enjoyed it better if it 
were balanced by also 
considering the great 
challenges it has brought 
into the Catholic Church. 
For instance, many of the 
Charismatic members 
have left the Catholic 
Church to either set up 
their churches or join 
some Pentecostal 
group. They sometime 
bring members of these 
groups right into the 
Catholic Church to 
cause a lot of 
confusion. Their type 
of music can 
sometime turn the 
church into a 
discotheque and 
their clapping, and dancing may cause a lot of 
distraction to other worshipers. Some of their members 
have no respect for Catholic mode of worship. Some 
‘charismatic priests’ have a tendency of forcing 
worshippers to dance and clap during Mass and those 
who do not yield to this are tagged agents of the devil. 
Some members of the charismatic group do not respect 
the Blessed Sacrament nor engage in Eucharistic 

adoration. It is therefore necessary to look at both sides 
of the coin in order to ascertain whether Charismatic 
Renewal Movement in Nigeria has brought a current of 
grace or grass in the Catholic Church.

Stephen-Mary Azati,
St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Abaji, FCT

I really enjoyed reading the Catholic Ambassador Vol. 
28, No. 3, June 2011 especially the Editor’s note “Their 
Jubilee… our joy”. Thank you, editor for the good job 

you are doing in promoting knowledge of our 
Catholic faith.

Love Tassie,
Ijebu-Igbo, Nigeria.

I want to commend you 
all for the wonderful 
work of evangelization 
you are doing 
throughout the world 
especially in our country 
Nigeria through the 
Catholic Ambassador 
Magazine. Please send 
me information on how I 
can be receiving copies of 
the Ambassador magazine.  
I will also like to know 
more about your 
missionary society so as to 
enable me to know how I 
can make my contribution to 
the growth of your work. 
May God continue to 
strengthen you all through 
Christ our Lord.

Onwubuya Chukwudozie
Gembu, Ngieria.

 Unsolicited articles, reports, and photographs are welcome, but 

not returnable.  Comments about materials published in the 

magazine are also welcome.  Letters to the Editor should be brief.  

They may be edited for clarity and space.  All comments and 

suggestions must always be made in WRITING.
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would like to express my great 
appreciation for the work of the 
Missionary Society of Saint Paul

priests in Gatesville, Texas. Our 
community and my family have been 
greatly touched by God through their 
hands. Our first experience was through 
Fr. Robert Kajoh who arrived in our parish 
at such a perfect time around September 
2007. Our mother, Margaret Meeks, 
invited him to her home and to the ranch 
and they became best friends in a few short 
weeks. Little did we know that she would 
die suddenly eleven weeks after Fr. 
Robert's assignment to Gatesville. Our 
lives were changed but his faith and 
spiritual strength carried us through the 
tough times. I would like to mention that 
my sister had been away from the Church 
for many years and she was drawn back 
into the Church during this time. It was Fr. 
Robert's spiritual gifts that were able to 
break down the walls that had blocked her 
from returning to the Church. 

Two months after our mother's death our 
father died of a broken heart, and again, 
Fr. Robert was there for us with such 
strength and grace. I was living in La 
Porte, Texas at this time and spent many 
hours visiting with Fr. Robert when I was 
in town. He was a beacon that 
strengthened my faith during these tough 
times. Just eight months after my father's 
death our home in La Porte, Texas was 
destroyed by Hurricane Ike and we came 
to live in Gatesville, Texas where we 
enjoyed the leadership of Fr. Robert in our 
parish. My sister and I took our mother's 
place in the choir on Sunday mornings. 

Our next great loss was when we learned 
of Fr. Robert's transfer out of our small 
parish. My sister had been starting her 
day off in prayer and adoration at seven 

in the morning with Fr. Robert. Many 
times it was just the two of them in the 
chapel before the Blessed Sacrament. I 
was worried that my sister's return to 
Church could be in danger if the right 
priest did not fill the shoes of Fr. Robert. 
Of course, God does not close one door 
without opening another and it was so 
with the next priest from the Missionary 
Society of St. Paul, Fr. Anthony 
Mbanefo. He stepped in and continued 
the great work which had been started. 
The doors of the church continued to be 
opened at seven and the message of 
God's love continued to pour forth from 
Father Anthony's mouth.

We have enjoyed two wonderful years 
with Fr. Anthony; he has such a quiet 
strength. His homilies have such depth and 
weight. I would like to report that my 
sister who was very uncertain about him 
has grown to love him. In fact, the night 
we learned that Fr. Anthony was being 
transferred, we cried and she went directly 
to the church and spent an hour with him. 

When I told her I was writing this letter 
she helped. It is with difficulty that we 
write this letter with tears and fears of our 
loss of the Missionaries of Saint Paul in 
our parish. Fr. Anthony Mbanefo, once 
again, assures us that it is ALWAYS in 
God's hands.

Our parish is small and we share our priest 
with Hamilton, Texas which is thirty five 
miles away. We are so grateful for the four
years we have been served by the MSP. It 
is difficult to improve on perfection of 
these wonderful priests. Their humble 
devotion to Our Lord Jesus Christ and 
their love and guidance of their flock, 
demonstrates God's love through their 
teachings and actions. The presence of the 
Missionaries of Saint Paul will be sorely 
missed in this small Texas town.

May the good Lord continue to bless the 
wonderful work of your priests and fellow 
members of MSP. We thank you for four 
wonderful years. Our prayers are with you, 
your mission and your work.

By Drew Paige and Andrea Meeks
Our Lady of Lourdes Gatesville, Texas

F r o m t h e M i s s i o n

Saying Goodbye in Gratitude

I

Fr. Anthony Mbanefo, MSP flanked by Drew Paige and Andrea Meeks.
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ccording to the second Vatican 
Council, the Liturgy is the source 
and summit of the church’s life.

The Eucharistic celebration is the greatest 
of the church’s liturgy and the whole life 
of a Christian centers on the Eucharist. 
We draw our strength for every day’s 
life from the Sunday Eucharist and in 
the Sunday Eucharist we gather together 
our activities of the week. It could be 
said then that our Christian life circles 
around the Eucharist. It flows to and 
from the Eucharist.

Anticipation and Preparation
The first part of the Eucharistic liturgy is 
the way we live our lives each week 
hungering for the Sunday Eucharist, 
anticipating it and hoping and preparing 
to celebrate it in a worthy manner.  We 
are conscious of the things that have 
transpired in the course of the week and 
are eager to carry them to him at the table 
of our encounter with him.

Minutes before the Mass
We need to be in the church about five 
minutes or more before the mass. If we 
enter into the church we kneel down in 
silence and gather ourselves in a moment 
of silent prayer and articulate our purpose 
and agenda before the Lord. It is 
advisable to come earlier and join in the 
rosary if the practice of reciting the 

rosary before the Mass is common in our 
church since that helps to keep us focused 
and in good spiritual disposition for the 
Eucharist. Efforts should be made not to 
distract ourselves and others by talking as 
we enter into the house of God.

Entrance Hymn
This is the hymn that sets the pace for the 
liturgy. We should fully and 
enthusiastically participate in it. The 
amount of cheerfulness with which we 
started say much on what the nature of 
our Sunday’s encounter with the Lord is 
going to be.  Our sentiment should be like 
that of the psalmist who with his fellow 
Jewish pilgrims of old had his heart filled 
with joy as he entered the temple of 
Jerusalem to worship.

Introductory Greeting
The priest greets us on behalf of the Lord 
by invoking his presence and peace on us. 
We should claim aloud, cheerfully and 
joyfully, this blessing which ushers us 
into this moment of intimate encounter 
with the Lord.

Penitential Rite
It is our sins that are standing between us 
and the blessings of God. We have to 
participate in the penitential rite 
consciously and deliberately with full 
knowledge of our need for God’s 

forgiveness, so that the blessings and 
fruits of the Eucharistic encounter may 
flow to us in abundance. We also 
remember the communitarian dimension 
of our sins and our obligation to pray for 
one another, and as such commit 
ourselves, soul and mind and heart to the 
words of the penitential rite.

Liturgy of the Word
Communication takes place essentially 
by means of words, so the liturgy of the 
Word is an essential part of our 
communication with the Lord. The 
lector on duty should practice the 
reading very well in order to proclaim 
the Word of God with clarity, devotion 
and pride. She is the only Isaiah or Paul 
that the worshipping community knows. 
Her inability to communicate efficiently 
deprives them of the well deserved 
access to the word of God. We need to 
listen with our ears but also with our 
minds and hearts in order to understand. 
The homily, the breaking down of the 
word of the Lord which is the food of the 
soul, is a delicacy which is meant to 
sustain us for the rest of the week. We 
have to listen to it attentively and 
patiently in order to understand and 
assimilate. If we feel that the priest is not 
delivering something substantial, our 
private and committed prayers for him 
could make him to improve.

L i t u r g y

A

Preparation and Participation
in Eucharistic Celebrations

In 2012, the 50th International Eucharistic Congress will take place in Dublin, Ireland.
In this article, Fr. Mbanefo focusing on different parts of the Mass explores ways

in which we can fruitfully prepare and participate in Eucharistic celebrations.

By Anthony Mbanefo, MSP
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t was a blessing to be part of 

this celebration.  I enjoyed 

every moment of the Mass

and the reception that followed. 

What a great joy to see all the 

priests of the Missionary Society 

of St. Paul full of life and joy at 

their ministry in the United 

States.”  These words of Mrs. 

Gayle Gomez of St. Catherine of 

Sienna, Donaldsonville, Louisiana, 

described her experience and that 

of many others who gathered for 

the Mass of Thanksgiving 

celebrating the 25 years of ministry 

of the Missionary Society of St. 

Paul in the United States of 

America held on Saturday, October 

29, 2011 at St. Peter the Apostle 

Church in Houston, Texas.  

Archbishop Joseph Fiorenza, the 

Archbishop Emeritus of 

Galveston-Houston Archdiocese 

E v e n t s

“I
By: Rev. Felix I. Osasona, MSP

Cross section of the MSP priests with Archbishop Joseph Fiorenza, Bishop Curtis Guillory, and Bishop Anthony Adaji, MSP
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presided over the Mass. In his 

homily, he went down the memory 

lane highlighting how he received the 

first three MSP priests who came to 

the archdiocese in 1986 to work with 

the Josephites in their ministry to the 

African American Catholics. He 

praised the vision of the then Superior 

of the Josephites, Fr. John Fillipelli 

SSJ and all those who helped in the 

early days of MSP in America. He 

recalled his first impression of the trio 

– Frs. Anthony Afangide, Felix Elosi, 

and Vincent Inametti – as being 

young and zealous men, ready to 

work for God as their patron, St. Paul.  

He praised them for their readiness to 

learn a new language and culture. 

Even though the new priests had the 

command of the English language 

with British/Nigerian accents, they 

had to learn to understand the 

American English.

The Missionary Society of St. Paul 

has experienced a lot of growth 

since 1986 both in number of priests 

and ministries in the United States.  

From three, the number of priests 

working in the United States had 

grown to thirty nine.  Apart from 

working in African-American 

parishes, they now work also in 

Caucasian and Hispanic parishes as 

well as in hospital and campus 

ministries. They have also spread 

from ministering only in 

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

to fifteen other 

dioceses in the 

United States.

As part of the growth 

being experienced, 

the Superior General, 

Very Rev. Anselm 

Umoren elevated the 

MSP in the United 

States to the status of 

a Region. During the 

Mass, he named the 

Regional Superior 

and his Council and 

they took their oath 

of fidelity to the 

Superior General. 

The Regional 

Superior is Very Rev. Desmond 

Ohankwere, the Vice Regional 

Superior is Very Rev. Robert 

Kajoh, and the Bursar of the Region 

who is also a member of the council 

is Very Rev. Emmanuel Esukpa.

Two other bishops were in attendance 

– Bishop Curtis Guillory of 

Beaumont Diocese, and Bishop 

Anthony Adaji, MSP of Idah diocese, 

Nigeria.  Bishop Adaji speaking on 

behalf of the Ordinary of the 

Missionary Society of St. Paul, 

Procession with the Lectionary to the Altar
before the proclamation of the word.
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Archbishop John Onaiyekan of 

Abuja Archdiocese, Nigeria 

commended the congregation for 

the 25 years of fruitful ministry in 

the United States and urged them 

to always remain faithful to their 

missionary commitments.  There 

were over 50 priests in attendance 

including the Superior General of 

the Josephites, Very Rev. William 

(Bill) Norvel, SSJ who was later 

presented with a plaque for the 

Josephite order for their 25 years 

of collaboration with the 

Missionary Society of St. Paul in 

the United States.

The liturgy was a blend of Africa 

and African-American songs. The 

prominence of the Word of God was 

brought to light with the beautiful 

procession with the lectionary to the 

altar led by some Cameroonian 

faithful. The Knights of Peter 

Claver Fourth Degree were on 

guard during the Mass. Many 

Associate Missionaries of St. Paul 

(AMSP), the lay members of the 

Missionary Society of St. Paul came 

from across the United States - 

Savannah in Georgia, Houston, 

Barrett Station and Port Arthur in 

Texas, Donaldsonville and 

Napoleonville in Louisiana.  Some 

new members made their Solemn 

Admission into the AMSP in the 

presence of the Superior General of 

the Missionary Society of St. Paul. 

Also in attendance were many 

female religious of difference 

congregations. There were over 500 

faithful at St. Peter’s who thanked 

God for the 25 years of ministry of 

the Missionary Society of St. Paul 

in the United States and prayed that 

the Society will continue to spread 

the word of God in America and 

other parts of the world for many 

more years to come.

E v e n t s

Very Rev. Bill Norvel, SSJ receives the plaque presented to the Josephites from Very Rev. Desmond Ohankwere, MSP

9THE CATHOLIC AMBASSADOR VOL. 28    NO. 4



E v e n t s

Feast of Faith in Madrid
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Report By: Patrick E. Akekpe, MSP

sta es la juventus del Papa!  

“This is the Youth of the Pope!” 

These were the words chanted   

by hundreds of thousands of young 

people from across every continent on 

earth as they marched like a holy army 

across the wide streets of Madrid.  Their 

bodies drenched in sweat, they braved the 

blistering heat and waved their national 

flags unceasingly. Many Spaniards 

watched the spectacle from the balcony 

of their high rise apartments. Some 

brought out hoses and sprayed the 

pilgrims with cold water and others used 

bowls to splash water on the heads of the 

youths to mitigate the effect of the 

burning heat.  The feast of faith was on 

and no one wanted to be left out. Clad in 

their yellow WYD shirts, clutching their 

bag packs, these youths united by a 

common mission of solidarity with the 

pope and the cross of Christ turned 

Madrid into another Pentecost – speaking 

various languages. They suffused the 

iconic city with infectious laughter, pure 

joy and a public demonstration of faith 

that filled many with joyous surprise. 

Within the space of a few days 

differences were collapsed.  There were 

no blacks and whites, Asian or 

Caucasian, rich or poor rather everyone 

gathered under the foot of the cross to 

proclaim the theme of WYD Madrid 

2011: “Planted and built up in Jesus 

Christ, firm in the faith”.

Many activities and events took place 

during the glorious days that climaxed in 

the Open Air Mass at Cuatro Vientos 

Airfield. The Via Crucis or Stations of 

the Cross was perhaps the most 

touching. Youths from various countries 

bore the cross through various stations. 

Each station represented a human 

challenge and perhaps tragedy.  In the 

Second Station where Judas betrays 

Christ with a kiss, young people from 

situations where Christians suffer 
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persecution because of their faith 

carried the cross. In the Ninth Station 

where Jesus is stripped of His 

Garments, young people from Rwanda 

and Burundi carried the cross. It was 

meant to illustrate the fact that Jesus 

suffers with all those who are victims 

of human genocide where brutal 

violence explodes, or victims of rape 

and sexual abuse, the crimes of children 

and adults. The station reminds all of 

the many people who are stripped of 

their dignity, of their innocence, of 

their trust in man. 

At Cuatro Vientes airfield prayer vigil 

that took place on the 20th of August, 

young people from US, Kenya, 

Germany, and the UK asked the pope 

various questions bordering on issues 

facing the young today. To all the 

questions the Pope responded: “I invite 

you to ask God to help you find your 

vocations in society and in the Church 

and to persevere in it joyfully and 

faithfully. It is worthwhile accepting 

the call of Christ.”

The vigil at Cuatro Vientes Airfield 

represented in many ways the yearning 

of the human heart in search for God. 

As the Blessed Sacrament was exposed, 

a holy silence descended on the nearly 

two million youths and adults gathered. 

All the noise stopped. Everyone stood 

or sat in silence before the glory of an 

awesome God.

The massive gathering of youths put a 

lie to the claim that young people were 

no longer interested in the things of 

God. Youths in their thousands came 

from all over Europe and the rest of the 

world to pray and bear public witness to 

the faith that they profess. There were 

exhibitions by various religious orders 

and congregations. Many young people 

had the opportunity to visit these stands 

and begin the process of discernment 

for a possible vocation to the priestly or 

religious life. There were opportunities 

for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

About two hundred confessionals 

stands were available at the Retiro 

Park, with priests available to hear 

confessions in various languages.

E v e n t s

Some Nigerian priests at the WYD, 2011 (From left) Frs Imoni, Osagie and Onwordi, OP

Youngsters from Italy at WYD
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MSP Fr Godwin Akpowho at the public presentation of his
new musical album “Eagle’s Wings” in Lagos recently.

Some Associate members show off their new casual wear uniform recently.

Newly ordained MSP and OMV priests in
Gwagwalada, Abuja, 2011, bless the ordaining prelate

Archbishop John Onaiyekan after the ceremony.

Some Associate Missionaries of St. Paul take their Solemn Admission at
St. Peter the Apostle on October 29, 2011 during the celebration of

25 Years of MSP ministry in the United States.
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Some Associate members show off their new casual wear uniform recently.

Fr. Isidore Obi was ordained a priest in February, 2011 for the
Diocese of Clifton, England. He had his training at the MSP Seminary in
Abuja. Photo shows him with the bishop of Clifton after the ordination.

Mr & Mrs Njoku, AMSP on the day of their daughter’s first communion.
With them is Fr Paul Asoh, MSP who conducted the ceremony.

Some Associate Missionaries of St. Paul take their Solemn Admission at
St. Peter the Apostle on October 29, 2011 during the celebration of

25 Years of MSP ministry in the United States.

Fr. Livinus Agi, MSP (left) and Fr. Stephen Bamisaye, MSP (right) arrived in Malawi
for their new assignment in October 2011. Here they are at the graveside of

the Late Fr. Bartholomew Monye, MSP who worked in Malawi and died there.



E v e n t s

I
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Chisom Anaenugwu, 16, Student

Emilia Ivenso, 36, Human Resources Manager

Amalachukwu Offiah, 24, Engineer on National Youth Service

Three Nigerian Youths share their experiences of World Youth Day

came for WYD because I wanted to join the rest of the Catholic World to welcome the 
pope and hear the Vicar of Christ speak to the youth and find a renewal of faith.  My
experience these couple of days has been glorious and wonderful. It’s beautiful

to see young people who want to serve God and do something for God with their lives 
and for others. It has also challenged me to do more seeing people who are doing so 
much more. Meeting youths from all over the world I am struck by the fact that there 
is hope for the world, in spite of the things we hear that people don’t love God 
anymore or that God seems to be dead in the hearts of many, people from all over 
the world are still keeping the faith alive. My message for the Nigerian youths is 
simple: keep the faith alive, they should not be afraid, Christ never takes away from 
us what we think makes life beautiful, but instead he gives us more to make our lives 
even more beautiful. So they should keep the faith alive and never be afraid to give 
witness to their faith wherever they are, their work place, their schools, the market place, 

I I looked forward to see the pope during this WYD. I am happy I was able to 
see him and listen to his teachings. My impressions are very nice, everything 
is organized, the teachings, and catechesis are good and it’s so nice to see a

lot of people that share the same faith with you. When I went for the opening 
Mass, it dawned on me that the church was so universal.  The Mass was the 
same as we celebrate in Nigeria. It was so touching to meet different people who 

share the same faith with me.  My message for young people in Nigeria is that 
they should sit down and do everything they do well, all for the glory of God, and 

to be strong in their faith because they are the future of the church.

he WYD gave me this feeling that the Church is really one.  Seeing people come 

from various parts of the world for this one event is really moving. I feel my 

faith reawakened. I have met new people and I am encouraged by the

theme: ”Planted and built up in Jesus Christ, firm in the faith”. I believe that it is 

important that wherever we are we stick to our faith, we live it with each other and 

help others to live very well. I am taking back to Nigeria whatever grace I get in this 

event to share with people who did not have the opportunity to be here. This is my first 

WYD and I have plans of going to all other ones that are coming.
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housands of Christian faithful 
gathered in the sprawling premises 
of the National Missionary Seminary

of St. Paul on June 25, 2011 to witness the 
27th ordination ceremony of the class of 
2011 reports Ebuka Umeh, MSP.  

The event was presided over by His 
Grace, Archbishop John Onaiyekan of 
Abuja Archdiocese and the Ordinary of 
the Missionary Society of St. Paul.  
Drawing carefully from prophet 
Jeremiah during his homily the 
ordaining prelate said that the vocation 
to the priesthood is God’s initiative of 
Love, “before you were formed in the 
womb, I have chosen you, appointed 
you…”a free gift of God.   Those of us 
who have received this gift are not 
deserving of it.  “We are not competent, 
we are not worthy, we try to prepare 
ourselves, we study, we read, we learn; 
but we shall always remain equal to the 
task; no room for pride and no room for 
arrogance especially in our relation 
with the people.”  He encouraged the 
newly ordained to continue to learn 
dependence on God’s grace.  
Archbishop Onaiyekan further 
admonished the newly ordained to be 
focused.  He reminded them that they 
are leaving their homeland, not as 
‘mercenaries’ but ‘missionaries’.  He 
reminded them that the MSP 
missionary does not go out on his own 
individual initiative or enterprise, but 
rather he goes to mission as a member 
of a community.  Thus, as missionaries, 

they are expected to follow the example 
of St. Paul, the great apostle of the 
Gentiles and their patron saint and take 
him as a model.  

To the families and especially the 
parents of the newly ordained, the 
archbishop said, “This is a blessing 
from God to you.  God has even greater 
blessings for you provided you don’t 
begin to take back the joyful offering 

you are making of your son today.”  
The newly ordained were treated to a 
grand reception by the Associate 
Missionaries of St.  Paul (AMSP) 
immediately after the Mass.  There at 
the reception the AMSP presented them 
with lots of gifts among which is the 
Ambassadors  uniform.  

One of the newly ordained, Rev. Fr. 
Evaristus Chukwu, while receiving his 
own gift. cited a passage in the 
Gaudium et Spes that says, “The 
Church’s mission is to spread the 
Gospel of love through good works.”  
“This”, he said,” is the mission of all 
the baptized.”  Among those ordained 
were 11 MSP priests:  Rev. Frs. 
Michael Akpan, Evaristus Chukwu, 
Duke Asuquo, Ighorurhie Francis, 

Nathaniel Ogar and Ogbuagu Felix.  
Others were Frs. Anthony Oleh, Oni 
John, Sobande Paul, Ucherewe Joseph 
and Noel Ugoagwu.  Three candidates 
were also ordained from the Society of 
the Oblates of the Virgin Mary.  They 
include Frs. Aniebiet Inyang, Cyril 
Odey and Chukwunonso Onyemeh.

E v e n t s

MSP Ordination 2011

A cross section of the newly ordained.

T
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n April 30, 2011 I 

remembered and 

thankfully offered a Mass  

for the continuous repose of the soul of 

our dear brother and classmate, the 

Late Stephen Segun Peters.  It amazed 

me to realize that it was already twelve 

years since he had died.  How time 

flies!  Twelve is a perfect number.  

There could never have been a better 

time for me to write these thoughts 

down in memory of this great man.  I 

first met Segun Peters on October 23, 

1988 when he arrived at the MSP 

House of Formation in Iperu Remo, 

Ogun State, South West Nigeria to 

begin Spiritual year, the first year of 

formation on our long nine-year 

journey to the priesthood.  Thirteen of 

us came out of the fifteen admitted for 

that year. St. Patrick Missionary Fr. 

Hugo McBride, SPS was then Director 

of Formation with Fr. Tom Ryan, SPS 

as his assistant.  Segun Peters was a 

quiet and unassuming kind of person.  

Yet, we would soon discover and 

admire something about his 

personality.  Born September 9, 1963 

he was intelligent, eloquent, confident 

and especially endowed with 

organizational skills.  Unlike many of 

us coming fresh from High School, he 

held a Diploma in Quantity Surveying 

from the famous Yaba College of 

Technology in Lagos.  This exposure 

gave him the air of confidence, which 

many of us could only wish we had.  I 

still remember when he ran the 

commentary at the 1991 edition of the 

All Nigeria Major Seminaries Games, 

hosted by our Seminary at 

Gwagwalada, Abuja.  Nobody could 

have thought that he was only in his 

first year of Philosophy. 
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It’s been twelve years since Fr. Segun Peters
passed away.  In this piece, his classmate

and friend Fr. Vitalis Kondo, reflects
on the life and times of the
amiable and gentle priest.

By: Fr. Vitalis Kondo, MSP

Fr. Stephen Segun Peters, MSP
Remembering

passed away.  In this piece, his classmate

emembering
passed away.  In this piece, his classmate

Fr. Stephen Segun Peters, MSP
emembering

Fr. Stephen Segun Peters, MSP
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I n  M e m o r i a l

He was also a facilitator of DELES 

workshops.  DELES, an acronym for 

Development, Education and Leadership 

Services, was an initiative of the 

Nigerian Catholic Church to get the lay 

faithful, especially the youth, involved in 

pastoral work.  The DELES Program for 

Institutional Capacity Building and 

HIV/AIDS awareness had been 

operating in Nigeria since 1983.  It was 

designed to promote integral human 

development and behavior change; and 

was aimed at teaching the youth how to 

be leaders among their peers.  In 1988, 

Segun offered to facilitate the first phase 

of the workshop for our class as part of 

our integral human development training 

at no cost to the community.  I worked 

closely with Segun and particularly 

benefited from his leadership and 

organizational skills when, in the second 

year of our formation, we were both 

assigned to do apostolic work in nearby 

high schools;  he at the Federal 

Government College, Odogbolu and I at 

the Federal Government Girls’ College, 

Sagamu, both major Unity Schools in 

Ogun State.  We soon began to think of 

more effective ways of carrying out our 

ministry among the young boys and 

girls.  Samuel Igbafe joined us and we 

formed a three-man team of facilitators, 

using the LUMKO Method of Catechesis 

to prepare the Children of both schools 

for Baptism, First Holy Communion and 

Confirmation.  The LUMKO Method is a 

meditative, prayerful and communal 

approach to Bible sharing developed for 

neighborhood gospel groups by the 

Lumko Institute in Delmenville, South 

Africa.  LUMKO provides the 

opportunity for allowing the Bible to 

speak to one first and, out of this 

experience, to share with others.  It 

worked successfully for us.  The 

enthusiasm and the response from the 

children were overwhelming. 

We completed our assignment in 1990 

and the then new Bishop of Ijebu Ode 

Diocese, Albert Ayinde Fasina, was 

invited to celebrate the first mass for 

Baptisms, First Holy Communions and 

Confirmations in the two schools after 

his consecration.  Segun encouraged us 

and helped us build confidence in 

ourselves in the period that we worked 

together at this assignment.  However, he 

did this in an unassertive manner.  He 

was the kind of person who liked to lead 

from behind.  I still possess a piece of 

paper he gave me in 1989 containing a 

quote on leadership from Lao Tsu of 

China, (c 700 BC):  “Go to the people, 

live with them, learn from them and love 

them.  Start with what they know; build 

on what they have.  But with the best of 

leaders, when the work is done, the task 

accomplished, the people will say, ‘we 

have done this ourselves.’ 

After our priestly ordination on June 28, 

1997, Fr. Segun Peters and Fr. Sam 

Igbafe were both assigned back to 

Iperu-Remo.  Fr. Segun was to assist 

with Formation and Fr.  Sam to work in 

the Promotions Department.  I went to 

Zambia to do a short course in 

Communication.  Our paths crossed once 

again when, on return from Zambia, I 

was assigned to work in the Ambassador 

Publications at Iperu-Remo in 1999.  It 

was a happy reunion for the three of us 

but one, which unfortunately lasted no 

more than three months.  On April 30, 

1999, Segun died at St. Mary’s Hospital 

Oluyoro, Ibadan in Oyo State, South 

West Nigeria of a head injury he 

sustained from a car accident a week 

earlier on his way to visit a patient at the 

Sacred Heart Hospital, Lantoro, 

Abeokuta, Ogun State.  He was five 

months away from his 35th birthday and 

two months away from his second 

priestly anniversary.   He was buried in 

the MSP burial ground at the National 

Missionary Seminary, Gwagwalada 

Abuja, Central Nigeria. In life, Segun 

loved and was loved by many people 

whose lives he had affected positively.  

He was a man of peace.  The brothers 

nicknamed him “Yellow Label” after the 

yellow label blend of Lipton Tea, which 

he fancied drinking.  His name Segun, a 

short form of a long Yoruba name, 

Oluwasegun, means ‘the Lord has won 

victory,’. Yes!  Victory over death.  And 

I believe Segun Peters, who, in the eyes 

of many was a holy man, shares in this 

victory.  Sege’, we loved and cherished 

you in life and we have not forgotten you 

in death.  Rest in perfect peace!

Vitalis Vaakwagh Kondo, MSP

St. Thomas More Parish

Iford, Bournemouth Dorset, 

United Kingdom
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Happy Birthday to our MSP priests, associates (AMSP) and friends born in the following months. We offer 
Masses for these individuals on their birthdays. 

 
 

OCTOBER
Ronald Gaccione (10/1)
Nancy Mathis (10/1)
Fr. Emmanuel Efodigbue (10/2)
Anthony Deshay (10/2)
Pamela Norman (10/2)
Theresa Ify Omeludike (10/2)
Vanissa Plata (10/2)
Fr. Cosmas Nwosuh (10/4)
Fr. Martin Ezeihuaku (10/4)
Fr. Michael Offurdum (10/4)
Anna Childers (10/4)
Mobolaji Fashoro (10/4)
Wilrey Guillory (10/4)
Daniel Knowles (10/4)
Betty Webb (10/4)
Mr. Elmer Aspery (10/5)
Al Drumm (10/5)
Antoinette Hagans (10/5)
Nola Noel (10/5)
Harold Joseph, Sr. (10/6)
Mrs. Esperanza Monterrubio (10/6)
Jim Daniel (10/7)
Gayle Gomez (10/7)
Katherine Signorelli (10/7)
Consuella Harrison (10/9)
Fr. Anthony Afangide (10/10)
Fr. Emmanuel Nnaji (10/10)
Classina Lewis (10/10)
Ruth Wimberg (10/10)
Mrs. Delphine Bush (10/11)
Theresa Castro (10/11)
Mrs. LaVon St. Julian (10/11)
Mr. Lester Poward (10/12)
Fr. Anthony Adaji (10/13)
Fr. Frederick Isek (10/13)
Angella Keyes (10/13)
Fr. Callistus Isara (10/14)
Mr. Finis Cowan (10/16)
Theresa Meyer (10/16)
 James Cain (10/17)
Tom Credit (10/17)
Roland Flannel (10/17)
Dorothy Matthews (10/17)
Fr. Akama Ukanide (10/18)
Fr. John Okwui Anih (10/18)
Fr. Alexander Imoh Etim (10/18)
John Kotes (10/19)
Albert Brooks (10/20)
Mr. Mariano Lucero (10/20)
Eva Augusta (10/20)
Michele Noel (10/22)
Bishop Hyacinth Egbebo (10/23)
Fr. Dominic Mbah (10/23)
Tom Kaiser (10/23)
Wayne Hanson (10/24)
Mrs. Francisca Yokoyama (10/24)
Lettie Alllen (10/25)
Mr. Augusta “A.J.”Gomez (10/25)
Joan Sampson (10/25)

Fr. Brian Okon, MSP (12/17)
Sheffield Taylor (12/17)
Russell Basile (12/18)
Becky Brass (12/18)
Edgar Rainford (12/18)
Emory McGee (12/20)
Marilyn Daniel (12/21)
Patricia Martin (12/21)
Dolores Mitchell (12/21)
Earnest Roberts (12/21)
Marie Southern (12/21)
James Castrilli (12/22)
Frances Krull (12/22)
John Yantosca (12/22)
Fr. John Osom, MSP (12/23)
Mavis Silveira (12/23)
Fr. Martin Yina, MSP (12/27)
Fr. Faustinus Okeyikam, MSP (12/29)
Deborah Taylor (12/29)
Fr. Daniel Okanatotor, MSP (12/30)
 
JANUARY
Fr. John Mbanorr, MSP (1/1)
Genevieve Hines (1/1)
Joanne Aspery (1/1)
Bob Signorelli (1/1)
Fr. Uduak, Abara, MSP (1/3)
Fr. Clement Kanu, MSP (1/3)
Carolyn Harris (1/3)
Amanda Duffy (1/4)
Margaret Nichols (1/4)
Fr. Augustus Uwanah, MSP (1/5)
Orlando Datu (1/5)
Fr. George Okeahialam, MSP (1/6)
Fr. Donald Eruaga, MSP (1/7)
Jeanette Noel (1/7)
Lois Coleman (1/8)
Yvette Tran (1/8)
Fr. Donatus Anosike, MSP (1/10)
Raymond St. Julian (1/10)
Shirley Edwards (1/11)
Cecilia Datu (1/12)
Fr. Francis Oroffa, MSP (1/13)
Fr. Paul Asih, MSP (1/15)
Patricia Wright (1/15)
Fr. Addison Okpeh, MSP (1/17)
Mary Helen Rideaux (1/17)
Abner Brown (1/20)
Robert Carlyle (1/20)
Betty Evans ((1/20)
Erica Howard (1/20)
Felicia Bosah (1/26)
John Anthony (1/27)
Beatrice Guillory (1/28)
Rose Ryan (1/29)
Irene Velasquez (1/29)
Charolette Davis (1/30)
Arthur Krull (1/30)
Margo Snowden Francis (1/31)
 

 Fr.  Sam Ofia (10/26)
Emily Watkins (10/27)
Mrs. Concetta Major (10/28)
Carrie Newman (10/28)
Karen Francis (10/29)
Fr. Robert Kajoh (10/30)
Fr. Solomon Bulus (10/31)
Albert Steib (10/31)

NOVEMBER
Fr. Sam Alabi, MSP (11/1)
Bea Cunningham (11/1)
Don Salamanca (11/1)
Elijah Southern (11/2)
Kathleen Young (11/2)
Fr. John Ezeh, MSP (11/3)
Fr. Elijah Otu, MSP (11/3)
Bennie Brooks (11/3)
Fr. Moses Amune, MSP (11/5)
James Connor (11/5)
Debbie Elizondo (11/6)
Mary Nell Poward (11/6)
Kerrie Seeman (11/6)
Angie Marino (11/7)
Alma Schmitmeyer (11/7)
Elan Chenevert (11/8)
Philip Childers (11/8)
Fr. Emmanuel Ogunnaike, MSP (11/9)
Linda Muhlkenkamp (11/9)
Tom Ronaldi (11/9)
Fr. Pius Duniya,MSP (11/10)
Fr. Felix Elosi, MSP (11/10)
Clifford Alfred (11/10)
Janice Alfred (11/10)
Charles Cioppa (11/10)
Fr. Paschal Nwachukwu, MSP (11/11)
Fr. Augustine Ogar, MSP (11/11)
John Vobril (11/11)
Pamela Brown (11/11)
Fr. Edmund Nnadozie, MSP (11/12)
Fr. Francis Eyo, MSP (11/12)
Genevieve Brown (11/13)
John Mathis (11/13)
Fr. Paul Okpon, MSP (11/14)
Kevin Haly (11/14)
Elijah Livings (11/14)
Fr. Gabriel Ogankwa, MSP (11/15)
Fr. Francis Ezennia, MSP (11/15)
Michael Blanes (11/16)
Claudia Celestine (11/16)
Zegory McGalliard (11/16)
Fr. JohnPaul Arowosoge, MSP (11/16)
Fr. Michael Ajewole, MSP (11/17)
Fr. Anselm Emechebe, MSP (11/17)
William Nowlin, Jr. (11/17)
Pamela Folse (11/17)
Philip Crepeau (11/17)
Fr. Cyprian Nwachukwu, MSP (11/18)
Judy Bradwish (11/18)
Diane Guckenberg (11/18)

Fr. Uche Umechikelu, MSP (11/19)
Jack O’Keefe (11/19)
Blaise Omvig (11/19)
Fr. Linus Egbeji, MSP (11/20)
Fr. Idara Otu, MSP (11/20)
Gasper Major (11/20)
Fr. Chrysanthyus Udoh, MSP (11/21)
Martin Barbarich (11/21)
Mark Bush (11/21)
Genevieve Mason (11/23)
Diane Obermuller (11/23) 
Carlene Roudette (11/23)
Ray Vasquez (11/23)
Irvin Scott (11/23)
Beena Francis (11/24)
Benny Oliver, Jr. (11/24)
Fr. Anthony Mbanefo, MSP (11/25)
Odili Anionye (11/25)
Katherine Lehmann (11/25)
Moongeon Kim (11/25)
Ruth Thomas (11/25)
Larry Carr (11/26)
Fr. Francis Ibanga, MSP (11/27)
Fr. Frederick Akah, MSP (11/27)
Cinthia Avarello (11/28)
Gregory Vierra (11/28)
Jane Kunk (11/29)
Julia Penson (11/29)
Agnes Wilson (11/29)
  
DECEMBER
Fr. Victor Onwukeme, MSP (12/2)
Fr. Eusebius Obasi, MSP (12/2)
Cynthia Kerlegon (12/2)
Fr. Valentine Iheanacho, MSP (12/4)
Glenn Edgard (12/4)
Paul Boldy (12/5)
Wanda Thornhill (12/5)
Claire Martin (12/6)
Andrea Tyson (12/6)
Carl Zepeda (12/6)
Mary Kaiser (12/7)
Hyacinth Omeludike (12/7)
Lee Sullivan (12/7)
Fr. Emmanuel Okon, MSP (12/8)
Rose Lewis (12/8)
Theresa Charles (12/8)
Janet Jackson (12/9)
Christine Mowatt-Larssen (12/10)
Marjorie Rainford (12/11)
Carrie Williams (12/11)
Fr.  Basil Aguzie, MSP (12/12)
Omotayo Akinfemiwa (12/12)
Winston Haly (12/13)
Kim Jones (12/14)
Cyprian Ezeude (12/15)
Johnny Thompson (12/15)
Fr. Ogbonna Nworie, MSP (12/16)
Mary Elizabeth Joseph (12/16)

   

B i r t h d a y s
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Heavenly Father, you created us and you care for us: 
We thank you for taking the Missionary Society of St.
Paul into your care. 
We ask you to continue to watch over us. Fill us with 
your love, and help us to build a family where each 
member irrespective of tribe, feels at home with other 
members and is encouraged to give his best in the 
missionary work. 

Lord Jesus, you died for us and you call us to be your 
witnesses to the ends of the earth: we thank you for 
enabling us to participate in this your saving work 
among people of every race. Fill us with zeal and a sense 
of commitment like St. Paul, to bear witness to your love 
and reconciliation. Help us with a lifestyle that will 
make us proclaim your Word with power and 
conviction. Send us your grace to make good whatever 

is lacking in us as individuals and as a Society. 

O Holy Spirit, you enlightened the hearts of the apostles, 
we beseech you now to continue to enlighten us and 
consecrate us in the truth. May each of us realize how 
invaluable our contributions can be, and thus invest our 
energies towards the success of our missionary 
endeavours. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our Lady Queen of Apostles, pray for us 
St. Paul our Patron, pray for us, 
May the souls of our departed MSP brothers, AMSP
brothers and sisters, and the souls of the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.
(To be said daily by all MSP and AMSP)

Daily Prayer for MSP 
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S p i r i t u a l i t y

ome spiritual writers have 
classified the spiritual life into 
four stages.  The first stage is 

called the Positive Way.  At this first stage 
the person becomes exuberant to embrace 
God’s call.  It may be manifested in a call 
to the priesthood or religious life.  It may 
also be any of the other calls to serve 
humanity.  It is that initial stage when a 
person wants to do so much for God.  The 
individual is ready to accept whatever 
conditions that are put before him or her.

The second stage is called Purgation.  At 
this stage the person is ‘purged’ in order to 
become an effective instrument of God.  
His or her ‘holy ideas’ are put to test.  The 
initial exuberance fizzles out and the stark 
reality and the demands of the call appear.  
This stage is also called the ‘Negative 
Way”.  John of the Cross calls it the ‘dark 
night of the soul.’  Some individuals 
become broken at this stage and move 
away from the call. Some persons may 
remain in the call but no longer according 
to the standard of Christ, but of the world or 
Satan.  These are like the seeds that fell on 
rocky ground.  No sooner had they come up 
than they withered because they had no 
water.  Or like the seeds that fell among 
thorns; the thorns grew up with the seeds 
and choked them.  (Luke 8:6-7).  Whoever 
goes through this stage bearing the standard 
of Christ progresses to the next stage.  

The third stage is called Illumination.  
This stage is reached by those who 
persevered in the stage of purgation, not 

giving up but waited for the dawn.  In this 
or dark night, the Lord melts, molds and 
fills the person who is now ready to be 
used.  It is now mature zeal and 
motivation that propels the person.  The 
person exhibits stability and fulfillment.  
It does not mean that the person no longer 
encounters difficulties and challenges.  
He or she now embraces the difficulties 
and challenges with love and acceptance.  

The fourth stage is called the Unitive 
Way.  At this spiritual stage of life 
nothing again matters except to please 
God and remain in His Presence.  The 
Psalmist describes the unitive way with 
these words:  “One thing I ask of the Lord, 
one thing I seek- that I may dwell in his 
presence all the days of my life, to gaze at 
his beauty and seek counsel in his 
sanctuary.” (Ps27:4)  St. Paul, in 
Philippians 3:7, describes this stage as 
follows:  “But when I found Christ, all 
those things that I might have considered 
as profit, I reckoned as loss.”  John of the 
Cross call this stage nada, nada; that is, 
“nothing, nothing”.

A good example to illustrate these four 
stages of spiritual life is Prophet Elijah’s 
experience.  The first stage, the positive 
way, we see in IKings 17 when Elijah 
receives the word of God and performed 

two miracles.  Further, in chapter 18 he 
called down fire from heaven.  The 
second stage, purgation or dark night, we 
see in Chapter 19.  Here Elijah flees from 
Jezebel and prays for death.  The dark 
night continues on the mountain with the 
windstorm earthquake and fire.  After the 
fire, comes the murmur of a gentle breeze, 
during which God speaks to Elijah.  This 
is the third stage of illumination.  Finally 
is the unitive way.  Now, Elijah once 
more is renewed and leaves the mountain 
with vigor again.  He is no longer afraid of 
Jezebel. (2 Kings 2)

Dear reader, these four stages are a scale 
to weighing and evaluating our 
relationship with God and how we are 
answering God’s call.  When a person is 
a t the positive way, he or she should 
know that the stage of purgation must 
come to purify him or her in order to 
progress to the third and fourth stages.  
We are therefore encouraged to stand 
strong in faith during purgation because 
without purgation the third and fourth 
stages are not possible.  I would like to 
conclude by observing that the four 
stages rotate in a circle.  Purgation, does, 
sometimes, return after illumination and 
unitive way for further purification.  The 
rotation only comes to an end with our 
eternal union with God.

      Stages of
Spiritual
L I F E

By: Martin Eke, MSP
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have and can tell many stories 
about twenty years of being a 
priest, but no tale would be as

would be as compelling or interesting as 
an incident that happened to me shortly 
before my priestly ordination on June 
22, 1991. Thirteen of us were gathered 
at a place called Iperu-Remo, Ogun 
State, Nigeria for our last spiritual 
retreat as transitory deacons. During that 
retreat I felt deeply unworthy to present 
myself for priestly ministry. I related my 
feeling and experience to my spiritual 
director. He told me it was a great 
feeling to have, and assured me that in 
the history of the world no other priest 
was worthy of the priestly state or office 
except Jesus Christ! That response by 
my spiritual director has been a true 
experience for me every day in the past 
twenty years – unworthiness before the 
most merciful, most just, most worthy, 
most loving, most patient, most kind, 
most faithful, most glorious, most 
admirable, most powerful, most holy, 
most exalted, all wise and all knowing 
God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 

The great consolation I have had these 
years is that several of the figures of our 
Judeo-Christian heritage have had this 
experience of unworthiness. I am 
thinking of the call stories of several 
prophets like Isaiah (see 6:1-7), 
Jeremiah (see 1:3-12), Ezekiel (see 1: 
26-2.7) and Amos (see 7:14-17). Peter’s 
confession of sinfulness in the New 
Testament as he encountered Jesus (see 
Luke 5:8) poignantly captures what I 
am trying to say. And you may add to it 
the beautiful words of the Letter to the 
Hebrews talking about the high priest 

and comparing him with Christ: “And 
one does not take the honor upon 
himself, but he is called by God, just as 
Aaron was” (5:4).

God has met me each day, along the 
twenty years of my priestly life, with 
abundant and great mercy! Great 
faithfulness God has shown through the 
sacraments, especially Eucharist and 
Reconciliation. And if God’s grace 
allows me, I intend to present myself 
frequently to Jesus’ healing, reconciling 
and exalting presence that the 
sacraments offer. I pledge allegiance to 
Holy Mother the Church in her 
teachings and the discipline of the saints 
– to know the Father and the Son in the 
Holy Spirit (see John 17:3). I renew my 
promise of full commitment to my 
missionary family: the Missionary 
Society of St. Paul and I pray that those 
who support our missionary work may 
grow in number and strength.

Great is God’s faithfulness through my 
different assignments as a priest! 
Beginning with vocation/formation of 
candidates for the priesthood in Nigeria 
(1991-1994), to ministry in Cameroon 
(1995), to development/raising friends 
and funds (Barrett Station/ Houston, 
TX: 1996-2009), to parish ministry in 
Garden City, KS (2009-2010), to the 
Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del 
Valle – National Shrine in San Juan, TX 
(2010 to the present). Great is God’s 
faithfulness in my travels on four 
continents except Asia! Great is God’s 
faithfulness that I have been privileged 
to broadcast His message in 5 
languages! Great is God’s faithfulness 

in the different peoples I have 
encountered in fellowship, prayer and 
liturgy (see Acts 2:42)! Great is God’s 
faithfulness, knowing that three of the 
better men of my priestly class: Frs. 
Bartholomew Monye, Benjamin 
Anasiudu and Basil Aguinam have gone 
before us marked with the sign of faith! 
I have often thought that I am the most 
fortunate priest to be known and loved, 
and to be in the prayers of so many! 

Going forward, I would need a lot 
of grace from God and much 
prayer from YOU! I pledge to keep 
YOU in my prayer and Masses. 
When we meet in paradise I want 
to be able to tell YOU that I sang 
these verses often for myself and 
for YOU, “The steadfast love of 
the Lord never ceases, his mercies 
never come to end; they are 
renewed each morning; great is 
your faithfulness” (Lamentations 
3:22-23; see Psalm 117: 2).

Father Efiri Matthias Selemobri, M.S.P. 
sent this piece from San Juan, TX.

I

R e f l e c t i o n

Great is thy faithfulness
By: Fr Matthias Selemobri, MSP
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he synod was exacting on 
the issue of justice.  For us 
Christians, the basis for

justice is what God has done for 
humanity in Christ.  According to 
the Synod Fathers, “God has 
justified us by forgiving our sins, so 
as to reconcile us to himself; we too 
can work out just relationships and 
structures among ourselves and in 
our societies, through pardoning and 
overlooking peoples’ faults out of 
love and mercy.”  We should all 
promote justice and respect human 
rights.  Justice should be first and 
foremost found in each and every 
one of us before we begin to talk 
about the Church, society or the 
government.  The synod was very 
particular about good governance:  
“The Synod Fathers urge Episcopal 
Conferences at all levels to establish 
advocacy bodies to lobby members 
of parliament, governments and 
international institutions, so that the 
Church can contribute effectively to 
the formulation of just laws and 
policies for the people’s good”.   
This is why the Church should 
encourage those politicians who are 
ready to serve the people.  She 
should continue to encourage her 
members to participate in elections 
and defend democratic processes.  
This could help to eliminate all 
kinds of violence and coup d’etat.

The synod links the issue of the 
migration of peoples with the theme 
of justice.  In as much as the Fathers 
discourage the brain drain that 

migration causes, they however 
affirm that people have the right of 
movement.  They condemn inhuman 
treatment given to Africans in 
different parts of the world.  The 
Fathers opined that the world’s 
restrictive migration policies violate 
the rights of migrant workers.  
Migrants should be given adequate 
pastoral care.  In the same vein, 
refugees should be taken care of 
properly by the joint action of “the 
Pontifical Council for Migrants and 
Itinerant Peoples, the International 
Catholic Migration Commission and 
the Justice and Peace Commissions 
at all levels of the Church.”  Without 
this, the increase in migration will 
continue to cause brain drain and 
poverty in Africa.  

The management of natural 
resources also came under 
discussion. The synod pointed out 
that some multinational 
corporations often exploit the 
natural resources of African 
countries without any concern for 

the citizens or any respect for the 
environment.  They do this most 
often with the complicity of a 
privileged few among the local 
people. “For her part, the Church 
will seek to establish a desk in 
various countries of the continent to 
monitor the management of natural 
resources.”  There is an appeal to 
governments to provide the basic 
needs and security of life and 
property.  Africa should develop an 
internal structure for taking care of 
her needs.   Organizations like 
Caritas should be formed for 
solidarity purposes.  Anti-life 
movements, which give rise to 
documents like the Maputo 
Protocol, were condemned. Maputo 
Protocol gives women right to 
abortion in cases of sexual assaults 
and health reasons.  

To be continued...

By Cletus Obijiaku
Fr. Obijiaku teaches Scriptures at the 
MSP Seminary, Gwagwalada, Abuja.

T

C h u r c h  L i f e

Lessons of the Second Synod of Africa 2

A group of bishops during the Second Synod of Africa
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ll over the world, in 
every walk of life, 
but particularly in 

the area of sex and 
conception, false beliefs and 
superstitions can be a great 
obstacle to the full 
expression of real love and 
care for one another.  
Showing how ridiculous are 
these false beliefs is the fact 
that what is thought to be true in one 
area is the opposite to what is 
considered the truth in another place.

A good example of this was my 
experience in one State where people 
feared that sex during any drop of 
menses could cause an albino baby to 
be born.  The following week I was 
teaching in another State where those 
attending told me: ‘No, it is sex 
during the daytime that results in an 
Albino baby’.  Both beliefs are 
without a grain of truth.  The timing 
of sexual intercourse has nothing to 
do with Albino babies.  It is 
interesting and helpful to know that 
Albino men and women are often 
remarkably intelligent.

Difficulty in labor
There is a cruel and unfortunately 
widespread false belief that difficulty 
in labor is always due to the mother’s 
unfaithfulness.  This is a horrible lie, 
and those who spread it are helping 
the work of Satan.  Having difficulty 
during labor is NEVER due to 
unfaithfulness.  Women having 
difficulty in labor are as pure and 
innocent as any woman in normal 

labor.  But those who blame them for 
unfaithfulness are so cruel that the 
poor woman is too tensed up to 
deliver and they force her to say she 
had an unfaithful dream.  Then they 
allow her to relax and she delivers her 
baby-if it is not completely 
obstructed.  Many are left too late and 
die of obstructed labor- and many 
others are divorced.

Intercourse during 
pregnancy
To show that there is no reason to be 
afraid to have sex during pregnancy, 
is the fact that different areas have 
opposite beliefs.  In one place people 
think intercourse is necessary for the 
development of the baby and to 
make delivery easier for the mother.  
Yet in another area, sex is forbidden 
during pregnancy.  Both beliefs 
cannot be correct and in fact both are 
wrong.  Sexual intercourse during 
pregnancy can be a safe and a good 
thing, provided that the husband 
knows how to make it a pleasant 
experience for his wife (see Chapter 
One of Love & Life).  Also it is 
wiser not to have it in the last month 
of pregnancy.

False Belief About Sex & Conception 
is a small new book costing only N100 
from P.L.A.N.  It describes 32 false 
beliefs that can lead both youths and 
married people into serious trouble.  
Knowing its contents and sharing it, 
you can save many people from harm.

The book Love & Life:  Billings 
Method can be had either alone or 
together with a set of live VCD’s 
(DVD’s).  On the VCDs there are 10 
classes about Billings Method of 
Natural Family Planning, including 
sex pre-selection-boy or girl, 
presented by Dr. Leonie McSweeney.  
They are available from P.L.A.N. 
(see address below) and from 
Ambassador Publications and from 
African Universities Press (A.U.P.) 
and many bookshops.

Dr. (Sr. ) Leonie McSweeney, MB, 
MM,MFR, Pro-Family Life 
Association of Nigeria (P.L.A.N.)
P.L.A.N. National Hqrs., Opp. St. 
Mary’s  Hospital, Eleta, IBADAN
Tel: 08066063259, 08037167664 
(office hours).
Email: leomcswe@gmail.com

Dr. (Sr.) Leonie McSweeney, MB, MMM, MFR

More
Strange
False        

Beliefs

A



Why not consider sponsoring a
missionary priest today?

For Further Information Contact
The Director, MSP Mission

O�ce of Mission Development
P. O. Box 300145, Houston, TX 77230-0145

Tel.: 713-747-1722; Fax: 713-741-0245

Visit us
on the web
at www.mspfathers.org

We have 110 seminarians in various stages of their seminary formation 
in Nigeria. These candidates need sponsorship for their continuous 
formation and education. You can help us in training our priests and 
supporting them in their missions!

Help us train more:

Fr. Emmanuel Adindu, MSP (extreme left) with two of his parishioners in Bowe, Malawi.

The Piggery project is an MSP initiative to empower the local people
Fr. Emmanuel Adindu, MSP (extreme left) with two of his parishioners in Bowe, Malawi.

The Piggery project is an MSP initiative to empower the local people

Office of Mission Dev. 
Missionary Society of St. Paul 
P. O. Box 300145 
Houston, TX 77230 
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